
 

Enjoying Life in His Name 
By Jesus Increasing in Our Lives 

John 3:22-36 

John 20:30 - Therefore many other signs Jesus also performed in the presence of the disciples, which 
are not written in this book; but these have been written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, 
the Son of God; and that believing you may have life in His name. 

3 areas in our life in which Jesus must increase so that our joy may be full 

I. Our Allegiance to Jesus (v. 22-30) 

A. Prideful allegiance to any earthly person/thing results in confused jealousy 

“Pride gets no pleasure out of having something, only out of having more of it than the next 
man...It is the comparison that makes you proud: the pleasure of being above the rest. Once the 
element of competition is gone, pride is gone.” (C.S. Lewis, Mere Christianity) 

B. Allegiance to “heaven,” Jesus, results in exceeding joy  

“For John the Baptist to have wished he were someone else, called to serve in a way many would 
judge more prominent, would simply be covetousness by another name; if the person he envied 
were the Messiah himself, he would be annulling the excellent ministry God had given him. Deep 
discontent over God’s wise, sovereign disposition of people and things would in that instance 
betray not only unbelief and faithlessness, but the worst form of the perennial human sin, the 
arrogance that wants to be God and stand where God stands…The rising prominence of Jesus, 
as upsetting as it may have been to some of John’s disciples, floods John himself with surpassing 
joy, because that was exactly what he himself had worked for.” (D.A. Carson. The Gospel 
according to John, 211) 

Matthew 11:11 - Truly I say to you, among those born of women there has not arisen anyone 
greater than John the Baptist! 

II. Our Knowledge of Who Jesus Is (vv. 31-35) 

“I am not a Christian because God changed my life: I am a Christian because of my convictions about 
who Jesus Christ is.” - Josh McDowell 

“I am trying here to prevent anyone saying the really foolish thing that people often say about Him: 
‘I’m ready to accept Jesus as a great moral teacher, but I don’t accept his claim to be God.’ That is 
the one thing we must not say. A man who was merely a man and said the sort of things Jesus said 
would not be a great moral teacher. He would either be a lunatic — on the level with the man who 
says he is a poached egg — or else he would be the Devil of Hell. You must make your choice. Either 
this man was, and is, the Son of God, or else a madman or something worse. You can shut him up 
for a fool, you can spit at him and kill him as a demon or you can fall at his feet and call him Lord and 
God, but let us not come with any patronizing nonsense about his being a great human teacher. He 
has not left that open to us. He did not intend to.” (C. S. Lewis, Mere Christianity) 

A. Jesus is divine - “from above/heaven” (v. 31) 

John 3:31 - He who comes from above is above all, he who is of the earth is from the earth and 
speaks of the earth. He who comes from heaven is above all. 

B. Jesus is the witness of heaven - “What He has seen and heard” (v. 32) 

John 3:32 - What He has seen and heard, of that He testifies; and no one receives His testimony. 

C. Jesus has the full measure of God’s Spirit (v. 34) 

John 3:34 - For He whom God has sent speaks the words of God; for He gives the Spirit without 
measure.  

D. Jesus has supreme authority - “above all” (v. 31 & 35) 



III. Our Decisiveness About Jesus 

A. “Set your seal” (v. 33) 

John 3:33 - He who has received His testimony has set his seal to this, that God is true.  

B. This is a matter of eternal life or abiding wrath (v. 36) 

John 3:36 - He who believes in the Son has eternal life; but he who does not obey the Son will 
not see life, but the wrath of God abides on him. 


