
December 25, 2022

Introduction to Faith is a great opportunity to get to know others 
in the church, connect with the pastors, learn key 
doctrine, and ask any questions you may have 
about the bible, Christianity, or the church. Class 
beings, January 11, at 6:30pm. Sign up online at 
faithlafayette.org/intro or scan the QR code.

Introduction to Faith

Welcome to Faith

Your Pastors         

Faith Church East 8:00am

Johnny Kjaer - Student Ministries
jkjaer@faithlafayette.org
765.413.7927
Trey Garner - Children’s Ministries
tgarner@faithlafayette.org
765.237.2700

Faith Church East 9:30am

Dustin Folden - Adult Ministries
dfolden@faithlafayette.org
765.418.7271
Brent Aucoin - Soul Care
baucoin@faithlafayette.org
765.714.6866
Josh Aucoin - Worship Ministries
jaucoin@faithlafayette.org
765.237.1687

Steve Viars - Senior Pastor
sviars@faithlafayette.org
765.237.7550

Faith Church East 11:00am

Rob Green - Faith East
rgreen@faithlafayette.org
765.413.0442
Greg Wetterlin - Restoration
gwetterlin@faithlafayette.org
720.331.1035

Faith Church West 9:30am

Josh Greiner - Faith West
jgreiner@faithlafayette.org
219.616.7745
Stefan Nitzschke - College Ministries
snitzschke@faithlafayette.org
765.409.2600

Faith Church West 11:00am

Aaron Birk - International Ministries
abirk@faithlafayette.org
765.586.6767
Ross Reeder - Community Development
rreeder@faithlafayette.org
765.464.4709    

Faith Church North
Rod Hutton - Northend
rhutton@faithlafayette.org
402.972.5298
David Mora - Northend
dmora@faithlafayette.org
443.489.6331
Alfonso Gomez - Northend
agomez@faithlafayette.org
915.479.5410

Pastor Trey and his friends will be uploading encouraging videos 
at faithlafayette.org/kidsvids. 

You can find this week’s online children’s Sunday School lesson 
at blogs.faithlafayette.org/faithkids. You can use the ideas below 
to discuss the lesson as a family.
The King is Born

read: Matthew 1:1-2:12
asK Your Child:
• What does Jesus’ name mean? “The Lord will save.”
• Why did God come to earth as a man? Jesus came to save 

His people from their sin.
• Who were the magi? Scholars who were likely descended 

from Israelites exiled during the Babylonian captivity.
• What did the magi do when they came to Jesus? They 

worshiped Him and presented Him with gifts.
emphasize This prinCiple: Jesus is the Messiah. therefore, we should 

reJoice and draw near to hiM.
praCTiCe:
• Thank God for sending Jesus to rescue sinful men.
• Worship and devote yourself to Jesus.
prepare for nexT WeeK: read Judges 1-3
memorize for deC 11-Jan 1: “Jesus answered, ‘i aM the way 
and the truth and the life. no one Comes To The faTher exCepT 
Through me.’” John 14:6 (niV)*
* Preschool Verse in bold Print

Children’s Ministry
2yr - 5th grade

Join us, January 8, at 5pm at Faith East for Church Family Night. 
New member/update photos will be in Jeremy Vegter’s office from 
4:15-4:45pm.

Church Family Night

Last Week’s Offering - $79,164.98 
Weekly Budget - $74,195
Last Week Sunday Worship - 1,699

Faith Community Institute is a great way to connect with other
people in the community, learn valuable life skills, and grow in
your relationship with the Lord. Consider singing up for one 
of these classes that will begin Wednesday, January 11: Godly 
Communication, Inductive Bible Study: Hebrews, Introduction to 
Faith, Mom2Mom, Serving with Honor, & Uprooting Anger. Find 
more info and sign up at faithlafayette.org/fci.

Faith Community Institute

Prayer Requests
Other 
Steve Greise 

Faith Biblical Counseling Ministries equips thousands annually to 
help others handle life biblically. In 2023, Faith Church would like 
to see many from our own body benefit from this same training. 
Go to faithlafayette.org/addme to receive regular email updates on 
all the training that FBCM provides. Also, Faith members receive 
discounted rates on the counseling tracks training. 

Get Equipped!

Join us at one of our 3 community centers for activities and fun 
beginning at 5:00 pm on December 31 and going until 8:00pm. 
Visit our faithlafayette.org/newyear to learn more. We also need 
servants to help us provide a safe and fun way for families to 
celebrate New Year’s Eve. To sign up, go to faithlafayette.org/serve

New Year ’s Eve Spectacular

http://faithlafayette.org/fci
http://faithlafayette.org/addme
http://faithlafayette.org/newyear
http://faithlafayette.org/serve


Growing in Gospel Gratitude 
5 Fulfillments of Christ’s Birth that Bring Joy

The Surprising Fulfillment of Hope through Suffering on the First Christmas
Matthew 2:16-23

Christmas Perspective: When you anticipate the glory of our Christmas celebrations each year, remember, it is only 
glorious now because suffering came first. When I remember this annually, I will be able to persevere through each year’s 
necessary trials and suffering as I await the future glory.

3 necessary and surprising aspects of suffering that Jesus fulfilled on the first Christmas for His people

I. G r i e f  Because of the Status of Exile (Matthew 2:18 - “weeping”)

Matthew 2:17-18 - Then what had been spoken through Jeremiah the prophet was fulfilled: “A voice was heard in 
Ramah, weeping and great mourning, Rachel weeping for her children; and she refused to be comforted, because they 
were no more.”

II. R i d i c u l e  Because of the World’s Rejection (Matthew 2:23 - “Nazarene”)

Matthew 2:23 - …and came and lived in a city called Nazareth. This was to fulfill what was spoken through the 
prophets: “He shall be called a Nazarene.”

“About 100 B.C., a small clan of newly returned Jews from Babylon settled there and gave it their family name, 
Natsara. These were the Natsoreans, a Judean family that proudly identified its Davidic lineage and spoke of itself 
as “the Branch Clan,” apparently in strong identification with prophecy. The people in this town had the idea that 
Messiah, the Branch, would be born from among them. Meanwhile, those who knew them often scoffed. To other 
Jewish people in larger, older cities, the Natsoreans must have seemed silly in their assumed self-importance. Their 
little town could not have seemed more distant from the glories of the Davidic Kingdom in ancient days. Nathanael, 
upon hearing from his brother that he had found the Christ (John 1:46), asked, ‘Can any good thing come out of 
Nazareth?’ (Ronald B. Allen, Does Anything Good Come from Nazareth? Kindred Spirit, 23/4 (Winter 1999), p.11)

Isaiah 53:2-4 - For He grew up before Him like a tender shoot, and like a root out of parched ground; He has no 
stately form or majesty that we should look upon Him, nor appearance that we should be attracted to Him. He was 
despised and forsaken of men, a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief; and like one from whom men hide their 
face He was despised, and we did not esteem Him. Surely our griefs He Himself bore, and our sorrows He carried…

Hebrews 2:17-18 - Therefore, He had to be made like His brethren in all things, so that He might become a merciful 
and faithful high priest in things pertaining to God, to make propitiation for the sins of the people. For since He Himself 
was tempted in that which He has suffered, He is able to come to the aid of those who are tempted. (cf. Mark 9:12)

III. H o p e  Because the Path of Suffering Is Not the End

A. God turns exile into r e s t o r a t i o n  (context of Jeremiah 31)

Jeremiah 31:15-17 - Thus says the Lord, “A voice is heard in Ramah, Lamentation and bitter weeping. Rachel is 
weeping for her children; she refuses to be comforted for her children, because they are no more.” Thus says the 
Lord, “Restrain your voice from weeping and your eyes from tears; for your work will be rewarded,” declares the 
Lord, “And they will return from the land of the enemy. “There is hope for your future,” declares the Lord…

B. God turns the ridiculed one into the one in whom we find r e f u g e  (“Natser,” “Nazerene,” cf. Isaiah 11:1)

Isaiah 11:1-2 - Then a shoot will spring from the stem of Jesse, and a branch (“Natser”) from his roots will bear fruit. 
The Spirit of the Lord will rest on Him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and strength, the 
spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord.


