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Welcome to Faith

Join us tonight at 5pm at Faith East for Church Family Night. New 
member/update photos will be in Jeremy Vegter’s office from 
4:15-4:45pm. 

Church Family Night

Your Pastors         

Faith Church East 8:00am

Johnny Kjaer - Student Ministries
jkjaer@faithlafayette.org
765.413.7927
Trey Garner - Children’s Ministries
tgarner@faithlafayette.org
765.237.2700

Faith Church East 9:30am

Dustin Folden - Adult Ministries
dfolden@faithlafayette.org
765.418.7271
Brent Aucoin - Soul Care
baucoin@faithlafayette.org
765.714.6866
Josh Aucoin - Worship Ministries
jaucoin@faithlafayette.org
765.237.1687

Steve Viars - Senior Pastor
sviars@faithlafayette.org
765.237.7550

Faith Church East 11:00am

Rob Green - Faith East
rgreen@faithlafayette.org
765.413.0442
Greg Wetterlin - Restoration
gwetterlin@faithlafayette.org
720.331.1035

Faith Church West 9:30am

Josh Greiner - Faith West
jgreiner@faithlafayette.org
219.616.7745
Stefan Nitzschke - College Ministries
snitzschke@faithlafayette.org
765.409.2600

Faith Church West 11:00am

Aaron Birk - International Ministries
abirk@faithlafayette.org
765.586.6767
Ross Reeder - Community Development
rreeder@faithlafayette.org
765.464.4709    

Faith Church North
Rod Hutton - Northend
rhutton@faithlafayette.org
402.972.5298
David Mora - Northend
dmora@faithlafayette.org
443.489.6331
Alfonso Gomez - Northend
agomez@faithlafayette.org
915.479.5410

Pastor Trey and his friends will be uploading encouraging videos 
at faithlafayette.org/kidsvids. 

You can find this week’s online children’s Sunday School lesson 
at blogs.faithlafayette.org/faithkids. You can use the ideas below 
to discuss the lesson as a family.
God Creates a New HeaveN aNd a New eartH

read: Revelation 21:1-8, 22-27; 22:12-17
ask Your CHild:
• What will the new heavens and new earth be like? This new 

creation will be a place of indescribable beauty that is free 
from the marks of sin and evil. 

• Why are Jesus’ return and the new creation encouraging 
to believers? When Christ returns, His followers will dwell 
eternally with Him in the new creation.

empHasize tHis priNCiple: God pRomises a GloRious futuRe foR his 
childRen. theRefoRe, we should Repent and live foR that day.

praCtiCe:
• Live for the glory of God. 
• Rejoice while waiting for Christ’s return.
prepare for Next week: Revelation 20:1-15
memorize for Jul 24-auG 14: “God made Him wHo Had 
No siN to be siN for us, so that in him we miGht become the 
RiGhteousness of God.” 2 CoriNtHiaNs 5:21 (niv)*  
* pReschool veRse in bold

Children’s Ministry
2yr - 5th grade

Last Week’s Offering - $70,044.84 
Weekly Budget - $74,195
Last Week Sunday Worship - 1,442

Prayer Requests
Recent SuRgeRieS 
Dawn Frye

OtheR 
Sara Brown

LOcaL cOmmnity, natiOnaL, OR cuLtuRaL needS 
Teachers, staff, and administrators

After months of surveys, input, feedback, and plenty of prayer, 
the 2023-2025 Free to Dream Strategic Ministry Plan and Capital 
Campaign is now available. Please pick up your copy of the plan 
at the table in the lobby after today’s service.

Strategic Ministry Plan

Calling all singers! Immediately following Church Family Night 
tonight, the music ministry will be holding a brief callout in the 
auditorium for our Christmas Cantata. Please join us if you are 
interested in serving in the choir for the Cantata to learn about the 
serving commitment and practice schedule.

Christmas Cantata Callout

To prepare for the kickoff of our fall ministries, we will host an 
evening of training on August 17 from 6:30 to 8pm for servants 
in our children’s, student, usher, and greeter ministries. Childcare 
will be provided with RSVP. Please sign up at faithlafayette.org/
training.

Fall Ministry Training

As a new school year begins, many in our community will 
consider becoming part of a church family. Please invite others 
to join us this fall. Sunday ministries kick off at each campus on 
August 21. Wednesday ministries at Faith East begin on August 
31. Be sure to pick up the Fall Ministry Brochure at the table in the 
lobby after today’s service.

Fall Ministry Kickoff

http://faithlafayette.org/training
http://faithlafayette.org/training


Growing in Gospel Gratitude 
Handling Criticism

Criticism #10 - Facing the Fear of Man
Ezekiel 2-3

4 encouragements to combat the fear of man 

I. Do Not Fear: We Have Been S e n t  (2:1-6)

A. Those who have the Spirit are sent as m e s s e n g e r s  (v. 2)

Colossians 3:16 - Let the word of Christ richly dwell within you, with all wisdom teaching and admonishing one 
another with psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with thankfulness in your hearts to God.

B. Those sent by God should not be a f r a i d  (v. 6)

Ezekiel 2:6 - And you, son of man, neither fear them nor fear their words, though thistles and thorns are with you 
and you sit on scorpions; neither fear their words nor be dismayed at their presence, for they are a rebellious house.

II. Do Not Fear: We Have His W o r d  (2:7-3:4)

A. He gives the words, we give the m e s s a g e

i. “Eating” His Word

Ezekiel 2:8-9, 3:3b - “Now you, son of man, listen to what I am speaking to you… Open your mouth and eat 
what I am giving you.” Then I looked, and behold, a hand was extended to me; and lo, a scroll was in it… Then I 
ate it, and it was sweet as honey in my mouth.

ii. Speaking His Word

B. Success is measured by f a i t h f u l n e s s , not results

“The focus is on the difficulty of the assigned task and the specific qualities with which God had endowed 
the prophet to enable him to face opposition. The irony in this passage is its observation that foreigners would 
have been more receptive to a message from God than were the Israelites. The difficulties of cross-cultural 
communication are nothing compared to the obstacle of spiritual blindness.” (Cooper, Lamar Eugene, Ezekiel, NAC, 
80)

III. Do Not Fear: We Are E q u i p p e d  (3:5-11)

Ezekiel 3:8-9 - Behold, I have made your face as hard as their faces and your forehead as hard as their foreheads. Like 
emery harder than flint I have made your forehead. Do not be afraid of them or be dismayed before them…

A. He g i v e s  us what we need 

“Yahweh assures Ezekiel that he will equip him fully with the emotional resources needed for the challenge - I 
have made your face as hard as their faces, and your forehead as hard as their forehead. Instead of being hardened 
against God, he will become “Ezekiel” (yĕĕezqēĕl, “God hardens”) in the fullest sense of the name. To emphasize 
the superlative degree of hardening, Yahweh compares the mettle of his forehead with emery (šāmîr), a form of 
corundum, the hardest substance known at the time, and here described as harder than flint. This divine hardening 
rendered realistic Yahweh’s challenge to Ezekiel not to fear or be terrified (tēĕat), emotionally shattered, by the 
rebellious reaction of his audience.”  (Block, Daniel, The Book of Ezekiel (NICOT), 130)

B. Everyone’s a c c o u n t  is to God, not man (v. 7)

Ezekiel 3:7 - …yet the house of Israel will not be willing to listen to you, since they are not willing to listen to Me.

i. Freedom in f o c u s i n g  on Him

ii. Freedom in p o i n t i n g  others to Him

IV. Do Not Fear: We Are Called to L o v e  (3:16-21)

A. The task of a w a t c h m a n  (v. 17)

Ezekiel 3:17 - Son of man, I have appointed you a watchman to the house of Israel; whenever you hear a word 
from My mouth, warn them from Me.

“A watchman was a city employee appointed to be a lookout from some high vantage point such as a tower or 
the city wall. Such an office was extremely important because the safety of the entire population rested with the 
watchman. If a watchman failed in his duty to warn inhabitants of the town of impending attack, he was held 
personally responsible for any loss… Indifference that fails to save a life is comparable to negligent homicide. The 
prophet would be guilty of murder by his failure to fulfill his calling. According to the law of retribution, he was 
liable for the loss of life payable by the forfeit of his own (Gen 9:5-7). The responsibility of a believer in Christ 
today to share the word of life, salvation, and forgiveness is no less awesome. Once the message of salvation is 
entrusted to us, we are responsible and accountable to share with those who are lost.” (Cooper, Lamar Eugene, 
Ezekiel, NAC, 85-86)

B. Love the w i c k e d  (vv. 18-19)

C. Love the r i g h t e o u s  (vv. 20-21) 


