Page 2 of 2

Living As Jesus Intended
1 Timothy 3:8-15

Good morning Faith Church West, as we get into our text for this morning I would like to share this truth from 1 Peter with you. 
1 Peter 4:10–11 10 As each one has received a special gift, employ it in serving one another as good stewards of the manifold grace of God. 11 Whoever speaks, is to do so as one who is speaking the utterances of God; whoever serves is to do so as one who is serving by the strength which God supplies; so that in all things God may be glorified through Jesus Christ, to whom belongs the glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen.
· God has given every gift required to build the church to the church. 
· Yet the beauty of it is, no one man or woman has every gift – therefore it is a body
· There are generally speaking two kinds of gifts in the church, speaking and serving
· Therefore, it makes sense that there are two offices within the church that correlate with those gifts – the office of elder and deacon 
· Last week, Rob
· The office of elder 
· The role of teaching, shepherding, and leading in the church 
· It is a high calling and also one you have to be qualified for 
· Read 1 Timothy 3:1-7 
· Today we going to finish chapter 3 and look at two things in particular
· What does God’s word says about the office of deacon? 
· What does it look like for godly women to serve in the church? 
Essentials for Leadership in the Church: Deacons and Women in Ministry
I. The Essentials of Qualified Deacons
· Before we get to the qualifications we should talk about why deacons? 
· Explain Acts 6:1-7 
· The problem: There are genuine needs that need to be met and the apostles are not the best group to accomplish that. 
· The solution: Find men who are godly that can organize and carry out these tasks. It serves the body because the body’s needs are being met and it also serves the body because it frees up the teachers to do the teaching. 
· This is almost a prototype for the church
· This explains why the qualifications of a deacon are almost identical to those of the elders. 
· The distinction is about giftedness, not godliness. Not that elders have more giftedness, but that it is a different kind of giftedness. 
· There are men who are godly and have the gift of serving with their hands, but they aren’t as skilled in the area of teaching 
· There are men that can speak and explain the things of God, but are not that gifted or skilled in practical serving 
A. A dignified life 
1 Timothy 3:8 - Deacons likewise must be men of dignity, not double-tongued, or addicted to much wine or fond of sordid gain…
· There is a sense of seriousness to their calling. 
· This is not just fun or a hobby to them
· Some people get specific roles in organizations just simply to pass the time, that is not what deacons are about
· They want to see Christ magnified in everyone’s life and they are going to use their gifts to make that happen
· Give thanks for our deacons
· Care for widows 
· Visit people in the hospital 
· Meet needs that no one else knows about 
· Help with counseling cases as an advocate 
· Check in on the members of the church 
· Meet all kinds of practical needs
· As one of the elders, I get a special position to see this
· I can relate to the apostle’s response in Acts 6 – churches have a lot going on and it is easy for the pastor to get distracted
· Deacons even serve the pastors by helping us focus on the ministry of the word. 
B. A genuine faith 
1 Timothy 3:9 - …but holding to the mystery of the faith with a clear conscience.
· The mystery of the faith – what was once a mystery has now been revealed in the person in Christ
· Clear conscience – sound doctrine and sound living 
· Two ditches 
· Sound doctrine without sound living – a hypocrite
· Able to get things done, but does not properly understand the Gospel – ignorant in the faith
C. A proven track record 
1 Timothy 3:10 - These men must also first be tested; then let them serve as deacons if they are beyond reproach.
· There is a season of examining, it’s the same with elders 
· The qualifications are not like a certification
· The qualifications are ongoing 
· Define reproach – not sinlessness but no serious credible accusation 
D. A stable home-life 
1 Timothy 3:12 - Deacons must be husbands of only one wife, and good managers of their children and their own households.
· Faithfulness to their spouse if they have one 
· If they are going to serve well in the church, they must serve well at home
E. A spiritual blessing to others
1 Timothy 3:13 - For those who have served well as deacons obtain for themselves a high standing and great confidence in the faith that is in Christ Jesus.
1 Corinthians 11:1 - 1 Be imitators of me, just as I also am of Christ.
· People will want to be like deacons that are fulfilling their roles well. 

· This passage does not stop with just talking about deacons. Paul goes on here to explain that qualified women in the church also have a significant role to play in the body of Christ
II. The Essentials of Qualified Women 
1 Timothy 3:11 (NASB 95) 11 Women must likewise be dignified, not malicious gossips, but temperate, faithful in all things. 

· Explain the Greek word for “women”
· There are all kinds of views on women deacons from this passage 
· In part because this part of the passage is a bit ambiguous
· Here at Faith, we believe that the office of deacon is reserved for men because when Paul refers specifically to deacons in this text he talks about that person as being a man. 
· But that doesn’t really have a dramatic impact on how the church functions 
· We believe God has placed women in the church to serve in very specific ways that bless the body. 
· In fact, there are many ways some of the women in the church serve that are far better than how the men could serve
· The list of qualifications Paul gives here for women are very similar to the other lists 
A. A dignified spirit 
B. A guarded tongue 
C. A clear mindset 
D. And stable devotion 

· These women are worthy of being imitated. 
· I encourage you to aspire to be a woman like this! 
III. The Essentials of a Christ-like Culture

1 Timothy 3:14–15 14 I am writing these things to you, hoping to come to you before long; 15 but in case I am delayed, I write so that you will know how one ought to conduct himself in the household of God, which is the church of the living God, the pillar and support of the truth. 
A. A clear standard of conduct 
B. A warm family identity
C. A defender of truth
· God has given the church truth to share with the world 
1 Timothy 3:16 
16 By common confession, great is the mystery of godliness: He who was revealed in the flesh, Was vindicated in the Spirit, Seen by angels, Proclaimed among the nations, Believed on in the world, Taken up in glory. 
· The offices are simply here to help with the organization and the furthering of the mission
· Everyone plays a part in the mission 
Matthew 28:18–20 (NASB 95) 18 And Jesus came up and spoke to them, saying, “All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth. 19 Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all that I commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.” 
· Elders play a role in this 
· Deacons play a role in this 
· Qualified women play a role in this 
· And you play a role in this 



