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Intro
· *transition from Amazing Grace…
· We’re coming to our final chapter in our study through the Book of Hebrews as we Fixing our Hearts on Jesus (please turn there)
· The chapter begins without any connecting words coming out of 12: no “therefore,” or “Since then,” or “finally,” – it just jumps right into a bunch of imperatives as if to answer the question: How Now Shall We Live?
· And the first answer given is Pursue Love and Contentment 
· The love you have for Jesus should overflow towards others (hence, the 2nd greatest commandment), and that will lead into contentment in what the Lord has given
· Please follow along as I read our passage… 
Text
· [bookmark: _Hlk209511781]Hebrews 13:1-6 – Let love of the brethren continue. 2 Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for by this some have entertained angels without knowing it. 3 Remember the prisoners, as though in prison with them, and those who are ill-treated, since you yourselves also are in the body. 4 Marriage is to be held in honor among all, and the marriage bed is to be undefiled; for fornicators and adulterers God will judge. 5 Make sure that your character is free from the love of money, being content with what you have; for He Himself has said, “I will never desert you, nor will I ever forsake you,” 6 so that we confidently say, “The Lord is my helper, I will not be afraid. What will man do to me?”
· All of this may seem a bit disjointed: love of the brethren, hospitality to strangers, remembering prisoners, honoring marriage, and avoiding greed
· But again—after all we’ve learned from the Book of Hebrews so far—we’re being called to place it into motion by pursuing love and contentment
· Each of the following points are specific ways to live it out 
· We’re first called to… 
I. Love the Saints
· Though only two words (plus a single-letter article) in the Greek, the preacher begins this section by saying… 
· Hebrews 13:1 – Let love of the brethren continue. 
· Is this the only place in Scripture where we’re called to love one another? (no!)
· Jesus tells us a bunch of times as recorded in the gospels, and you can hardly find a book in the New Testament that doesn’t remind us of this—whether explicitly or implicitly
· Why is that?
· In the words of John Calvin: “nothing flows away so easily as love…” (John Calvin and John Owen, Commentary on the Epistle of Paul the Apostle to the Hebrews (Bellingham, WA: Logos Bible Software, 2010), 339.)
· We fall in love and we fall out of love; we deepen in our love or it becomes shallow; it can burn hot or grow cold; we can feel it one minute and it can flutter away the next
· What measure of control do we have over our love for others?
· Our passage makes it clear… 
· A. This takes intentional effort 
· You choose to love what you love
· You make that decision by what you think about, what you value, how you allocate your time and resources
· Love is a sacrificial giving of oneself to another (*explain?) 
· You love things today that you didn’t earlier in life, and you loved things then that you don’t love now
· When I was at my parent’s house last year, I found a Lego set of an alien spaceship that I’d built when I was around 10
· I used to love that thing – it had removeable parts, it lit up, and the characters were super unique
· And yet, in spite of my brief obsession, I’d forgotten about it entirely for almost 26 years
· Why? How did my love grow so cold for it?
· Because nothing flows away so easily as love…
· If I wanted to maintain that love for my alien spacecraft, what would I need to do? (*explain)
· But honestly, I probably wouldn’t be married with kids now if my #1 affection was for an alien Lego set…
· We’re reminded so many times in Scripture to love one another because love is a deliberate act
· If I’m not pouring effort into loving my wife, that love flows away
· Love is like a muscle – if it’s not building, it’s atrophying 
· …and you can’t build muscle by lying on the couch
· Our passage begins by asking that question: are you off the couch?
· If nothing flows away so easily as love, and muscles atrophy after a lack of use, when was the last time you were seen exercising brotherly love?
· If not, what would it look like this week to start? (*explain?) 
· B. We can love in this way because we are united in Christ
· Somethings happening in our country
· If you don’t live online, you may not be aware of this
· There is testimony after testimony of young men and women – atheists, Muslims, Jews, agnostics – the whole spectrum – each of them coming to a saving knowledge of Jesus and posting about it publicly
· Just last week, unrelated to current events, one of my own kids turned into a zealous evangelist, leading to one of my other kids making (so far as Alexandra and I can tell) a genuine profession of faith in Jesus
· There may be people in this room right now who are coming to church based on all that’s happened the past few weeks 
· The name of Jesus has been on more lips than we’ve seen in a very long time, in a very public way
· People are seeing the beauty of Jesus, and there’s a deep hunger for more… 
· //GOSPEL// (John 7:37) 
· Putting politics aside, if you claim the name of Jesus and aren’t absolutely OVERFLOWING with joy at the idea that we have thousands upon thousands of new brothers and sisters in Christ, then you love the wrong things
· If our nation truly is seeing a resurgence of people coming to Christ and going to church—are you and I ready?
· What do new Christians need? Discipleship, love, care, selflessness, intentionality
· Are we ready for that? Are YOU ready for that?
· Are you ready to…  
II. Show Hospitality 
· …even towards those whom you may not know?
· Similar to the first charge, our passage says… 
· Hebrews 13:2a – Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers… 
· This doesn’t necessarily mean you need to pick up every hitchhiker on the side of the road or welcome in the person loitering around your house at 2am
· In fact, some commentators believe this “stranger” to be a reference to the itinerant evangelists that would have been contemporary to those who originally heard this message
· The Preacher of Hebrews was calling his congregation to welcome in brothers and sisters who were sharing the gospel
· But even in such situations, we see that… 
· A. This can easily be neglected
· Again, there’s an imperative in this passage calling us to not neglect showing hospitality 
· Much like our charge to not allow love to flow away, we see that you and I are prone to neglect showing hospitality to others
· Can you fail to show hospitality to someone on a Sunday morning? 
· Yeah – if there’s someone you don’t know (hence, a “stranger”) and you’re more concerned about YOU (hence, not showing love), then you’re neglecting hospitality 
· This includes at least having folks over if you have that capability, but hospitality is a disposition before it’s an act
· You must BE hospitable before you ARE hospitable 
· Have you ever met someone who just exudes hospitality vibes? (Mindy?) (*explain)
· So to stick with our illustration, our passage isn’t simply asking if we’re off the couch; it’s also asking if we’re inviting other folks IN…
· Hebrews 13:2b – …for by [showing hospitality] some have entertained angels without knowing it
· Which goes to show… 
· B. We never know how God is going to use hospitality
· This is a reference to a time when Abraham and Sarah, back in Genesis 18, went out of their way to practice hospitality
· Based on what we know about them leading up to the passage, they seemed to be the types that exuded hospitality vibes already, so Genesis 18 is more of a typical example than an exception for them…
· Genesis 18:2-5b – When [Abraham] lifted up his eyes and looked, behold, three men were standing opposite him; and when he saw them, he ran from the tent door to meet them and bowed himself to the earth, and said, “My Lord, if now I have found favor in Your sight, please do not pass Your servant by. Please let a little water be brought and wash your feet, and rest yourselves under the tree; and I will bring a piece of bread, that you may refresh yourselves; after that you may go on, since you have visited your servant…”
· Notice the selfless eagerness of Abraham here
· He saw them and made the first effort to welcome them—literally running
· He was inviting, respectful, and insistent 
· He provided cleansing, rest, and refreshment 
· And according to the Preacher of Hebrews, Abraham was unaware of their status as The Lord and a couple of His angels
· He was simply a man who was hospitable, and therefore, practiced hospitality
· This requires a love for one another—to not simply consider what you’re going through in a season, but to invite someone else in and care for others
· When we get busy, one of the first things to go is hospitality – we remove it from our demeanor and we remove it from our schedule (*explain?)
· Even in busy seasons, maintain hospitality – you never know how God plans to use it in YOUR life, or in the life of another
· Which leads to the 3rd way we are to pursue love… 
III. Remember Those Suffering 
· We get this from v 3… 
· Hebrews 13:3a – Remember the prisoners, as though in prison with them…
· Finally, one you can do from the couch, right? (*explain) 
· But we see from the context of the passage that… 
· A. This “remembering” implies action
· Based on the flow of the argument, I’m convinced that the Preacher was reflecting on Jesus’s controversial teaching in Matthew 25 – 
· Matthew 25:34-40 – “[At the last judgment] the King will say to those on His right, ‘Come, you who are blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world. For I was hungry, and you gave Me something to eat; I was thirsty, and you gave Me something to drink; I was a stranger, and you invited Me in; naked, and you clothed Me; I was sick, and you visited Me; I was in prison, and you came to Me.’ Then the righteous will answer Him, ‘Lord, when did we see You hungry, and feed You, or thirsty, and give You something to drink? And when did we see You a stranger, and invite You in, or naked, and clothe You? When did we see You sick, or in prison, and come to You?’ The King will answer and say to them, ‘Truly I say to you, to the extent that you did it to one of these brothers of Mine, even the least of them, you did it to Me.’”
· How we love one another shows who we love
· When we go out of our way to show brotherly love towards each other, and practice hospitality, and care for those who are persecuted, we broadcast the love of Christ that’s in us
· Those who have little-to-no concern for others show what they think about Jesus
· Christ gifts those who draw near to Him with a supernatural empathy for others
· Jesus Himself had compassion on those who are suffering, helpless, and even ill-deserving – if He hadn’t, we wouldn’t have a gospel (*explain)
· And the Preacher goes on to add… 
· Hebrews 13:3b – …[remember] those who are ill-treated, since you yourselves also are in the body. 
· Allow me to clarify – as most commentators will point out, these “prisoners” and “ill-treated” men and women are those who are suffering unjustly for the sake of the gospel—not those who are justly imprisoned or suffering for their own misdeeds
· Peter talks about this in his first epistle as well—you don’t get credit for suffering as a sinner
· But for those who are facing persecution… 
· B. Our empathy stems from our shared humanity
· I love the way George Guthrie illustrates this level of concern… 
· “The thought here is ‘be concerned for those who are suffering as if every blow they receive puts a stipe across your own back.’” – George H. Guthrie, Hebrews (NIVAC), 436. 
· This ought to bring a new zeal to our love and care for others!
· Now, your suffering becomes my suffering
· Again, we have the clear teachings of Jesus in mind:
· Matthew 7:12 – In everything, therefore, treat people the same way you want them to treat you, for this is the Law and the Prophets
· When we face hardship, we care quite a bit about it
· If I’m thirsty, I care enough to get a drink of water
· If I’m hungry, I care enough to make food
· If I’m in pain, I care enough to make an appointment with the doctor
· If I’m sad, I care enough to try to do something about it
· This passage is calling us to something radical: we are to remember those who are suffering as though we were suffering in the same way!
·  Now, their thirst, hunger, pain, and sorrow is treated with the same urgency as if it were our own
· Much like each section leading up to this, we have to BE empathetic before we PRACTICE empathy (*repent of selfishness & pray for Christlike selflessness)
· Our passage has challenged us quite a bit already
· It got us off the couch and loving others,
· Out of selfish isolation and inviting others in,
· And now it has us going out to seek others 
· Are you off the couch, inviting people in, and going out to seek others? (*explain?) 
· Our passage then takes the love theme, and directs our attention to the offspring of love: contentment 
· The first order of business is to… 
IV. Honor Marriage 
· Listen to how the Preacher phrases it:
· Hebrews 13:4a – Marriage is to be held in honor among all… 
· Which is to say… 
· A. The bond of marriage is to remain unbroken
· Who is to hold marriage in high honor? ALL
· Let’s extrapolate this out
· What happens when those inside of a marriage don’t honor it? (it erodes everything around it)
· What happens to a church that denies the sanctity of marriage? (statistically speaking, it declines before falling off a cliff – look no further than Jesus’s letter to the church at Thyatira in Rev 2) 
· Now – what happens to a culture that (not only) neglects to hold marriage in honor, but actively works to denigrate it? (I’m afraid we’re seeing these effects here and now)
· But the church of Christ is called to be a light in a dark world
· God loves marriage and he’ll honor those who honor it
· That will be increasingly attractive to those who live in a context where marriage is seen as antiquated or oppressive—and are bearing the consequences of such
· But the passage gets even more specific… 
· Hebrews 13:4b – … the marriage bed is to be undefiled; for fornicators and adulterers God will judge.
· So not only is the bond of marriage to remain unbroken, but… 
· B. The bed of marriage is to remain undefiled 
· This is obviously talking about the sexual aspect of marriage, 
· Even the phrase “marriage bed” brings with it a context of exclusivity
· Which is to say, sexual activity in all of its forms is reserved for one man and one woman within the covenant bonds of marriage 
· And he brings us two groups who will face the judgment of God for violating the sanctity of the marriage bed: (1) fornicators and (2) adulterers 
· Why list two groups? Why not just leave it at: the marriage bed is to be undefiled?
· Because the two groups he lists encompass all who would stand as an affront to the sanctity of the sexual act—but they do so in different ways 
· Fornicators are those who are outside of the context of marriage who engage in sexual activity
· They try to break into the marriage bed from the outside 
· Adulterers are those who are within the context of marriage but engage in sexual activity outside of their marriage
· They either break out of their marriage bed or invite others (not their spouse) into it
· We could spend a lot of time on this section – the application is boundless
· Let me just say a few quick things
· #1 – if you’re engaged in either of these: fornication or adultery, repent right away 
· Chapter 12 left off by telling us: “our God is a consuming fire”
· He’s the same God who promises to judge those who violate the sanctity of the marriage bed
· Proverbs 28:13 promises that…
· Proverbs 28:13 – He who conceals his transgressions will not prosper, but he who confesses and forsakes them will find compassion.
· #2 – the solution has already been given to us (and will be explained more in the next section): (1) love, and (2) contentment
· Love for Christ will cause you to hold marriage in honor, and contentment will allow you to keep the marriage bed undefiled
· If you’re outside the context of marriage, be content with the season of life God has you in! Christ is more than enough 
· If you’re inside the context of marriage, there are ample passages of Scripture that call you towards contentment in your spouse 
· Don’t look outside of what God has provided for you!
· Instead… 
V. Place Your Confidence in The Lord
· On its face, this last section appears to be about money
· And while money is certainly mentioned, it’s not the main point of the passage… 
· Hebrews 13:5-6 – Make sure that your character is free from the love of money, being content with what you have; for He Himself has said, “I will never desert you, nor will I ever forsake you,” so that we confidently say, “The Lord is my helper, I will not be afraid. What will man do to me?”
· Notice first that the Preacher is calling us to ensure that our CHARACTER is to be free from the love of money 
· Remember that we’re called to BE loving in order to love | to BE hospitable in order to practice hospitality | the same goes with EMPATHY and CONTENTMENT in marital status
· But here, a lack of contentment most often bubbles up first in the area of finance… 
· A. Money competes with God for your affection 
· Once again, we have the Preacher to the Hebrews drawing from Jesus’s teaching in the gospel of Matthew
· Matthew 6:24 – No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and wealth.
· This brings us back to love
· Do you remember how to grow in your love for something?
· It’s the same way I grew in love for my spaceship Lego set, and the same way I grew cold towards it
· Whatever we pour ourselves into will cause affection to grow, and whatever we neglect will naturally fall out of favor
· (*focusing on one muscle, then neglecting it)
· *money implication 
· B. If you’re not content, then you’re not free
· Look at how the passage phrases this concept: ///////
· C. God alone is able to help, secure, and provide
· What does money promise?
· If you encounter a crisis, I’ll be here as your emergency fund to help
· If you get more of me, I’ll be able to guarantee security for you and your children
· If you trust in me, I’ll provide all that you need or want…
· ///*explain 
Conclusion
· *tie back into illustration / recap 

