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Proper Care for Elders
1 Timothy 5:17-25; September 26, 2026

Our church belongs to Jesus. There is only one who died for it, only one who satisfied the Father’s wrath against sin, and only one who sent the Spirit to make us alive together with Christ. 
· The church exists for Jesus and his glory. 
· He builds it, protects it, and sanctifies it.

Please turn to 1 Timothy 5. I find it so compassionate and helpful for our leader, King Jesus, to explain how we are to live. We are not required to guess or figure it out on our own. He tells us. 
· Our study in 1 Timothy is titled Living as Jesus Intended: The way of Joy, Purpose, and blessing because this represents to core message of the book. 

1 Timothy 3:15 I write so that you will know how one ought to conduct himself in the household of God, which is the church of the living God, the pillar and support of the truth.

What we find is not just the required behavior while the church gathers for worshipping the Lord, prayer, study of the Word, and fellowship, but also behavior the rest of the time.

We have learned truths such as … 
· Elders must protect the church from false teaching and the church must listen. 
· I suppose most of that occurs during our worship or in individual conversations.
· We share the gospel message every week because we have unbelievers in our services who need to give up their rebellion against God and place their faith in the finished work of Jesus for their salvation.
· God’s grace is so amazing that he can rescue wicked sinners and turn them into powerful witnesses of his glory. 
· We need to be those witnesses in our homes, workplaces, and in our social network.
· We are asking the Lord to save people and to use us to share gospel hope.
· We learned to pray for our government that they would allow us to live in peace as Jesus intended so that the gospel witness can boldly go forward.
· That could be corporate prayer, but it extends to how you pray. Again, for the advance of the gospel.
· We learned that Jesus wants us to elect qualified elders and deacons. 
· I challenged all you men to be this, regardless of whether you serve as an elder. If you are raising boys, that these standard would be what your boys will someday achieve.
· After seeing the nomination results, some of you took your role seriously. Thank you. Although it might be interesting for each of us to consider whether we spoke with any person we nominated and asked questions about their spiritual character.
· We learned that it is important to be a good example through godly conduct. 
· It is difficult to talk about how amazing Jesus is if he is not making a difference in your life. This is most important outside the services.
· We learned that Jesus expects us to care for our elderly relatives. We raise our children to leave and provide for themselves. Then we help care for our parents.
· This is most certainly something we do outside the services.

I pray you have been personally challenged to worship your king better by living as he intended. Today I have the joy of talking about how King Jesus expects the church to provide Proper Care for Elders. [Please follow along as I read 1 Timothy 5:17-25. This is the Word of the Lord.]

This message can be summarized by one statement. Here it is:

Our Lord expects heightened care for elders including pay, protection, and discipline.

This is a sobering passage. I believe it is very important for all of you to understand how I intend to lead us in applying it. 
· I believed that this is such an important topic that I changed the preaching schedule to ensure I taught this text. 
· Feel free to contact me if you have further questions about any of the points I share today. Our outline works through pay, protection, and discipline. First,

I. We biblically care for elders by paying them generously

1 Timothy 5:17-18 The elders who rule well are to be considered worthy of double honor, especially those who work hard at preaching and teaching. 18 For the Scripture says, “You shall not muzzle the ox while he is threshing,” and “The laborer is worthy of his wages.”

We know from chapter 3 that elders cannot love money or be greedy. Those who do, are not qualified for pastoral/elder/overseer ministry. 
· Each of our pastors must actively move toward contentment and away from greed in the way they steward their money and their heart attitude toward it.
· They must also exercise financial wisdom as part of managing their household well. We do not believe it is the ministry’s job to rescue elders from poor stewardship and foolishness.

Our Lord provides two reasons that churches should pay their elders.

A. Because elders are worthy of double honor

Last week we learned in 5:3 that we were to honor widows who fit certain conditions. While it is always biblical to treat older women as mothers – and thus bestow proper respect to them, honor in 5:3 is about financial support.

I came to Faith Church in 2001. This church provided a monthly stipend to Mrs. Mildred Goode until her death in 2025. I do not know when it was started, but I assume shortly after her husband’s death. 
· It was not full support because she had children and grandchildren who could help provide for her. But it was our church’s part of “honoring” her.
· Our deacon’s fund is distributed to widows and others who have financial needs annually.

The Lord tells us that those who work hard at preaching and teaching are worthy of “double honor” or we might call it “double support.” 
· Your pastors invest a significant amount of time to teaching and preaching. Most of us write 4-5,000 word messages every time we speak. But we also teach in chapel, in the seminary, with children/youth/college students, in our ABF, and during Wednesday night ministries. We teach in counseling. We teach as we train others to counsel. I think most, if not all our vocational pastors work hard at preaching and teaching.
· But we want you to know that we have time for you too. Some weeks have more dedicated responsibilities than others, but we are here to serve you. 
· We count it a privilege when you allow us into your lives. You do not need to apologize for asking for our time.

B. Because the Scripture teaches that you pay the one who diligently works

Here our Lord shows that God’s moral character has always included proper pay for work. God gave a series of instructions in Deuteronomy 25 about how the Israelites were to function. One of them was 

Deuteronomy 25:4 “You shall not muzzle the ox while he is threshing. 

Paul quotes this verse in 1 Corinthians 9:9 and here to prove that those who work hard should be paid for their work. The argument is from the lesser (the ox) to the greater (the elder).

Then Paul quotes Luke 10:7. So Paul is quoting Jesus. Normally the word “Scripture” refers to the OT, but in this case, Paul recognized Luke’s gospel as the authoritative Word of God.

In context, Jesus sends his disciples on a journey to declare the coming of Messiah. Notice the instructions:

Luke 10:3-7 “Go; behold, I send you out as lambs in the midst of wolves. 4 “Carry no money belt, no bag, no shoes; and greet no one on the way. 5 “Whatever house you enter, first say, ‘Peace be to this house.’ 6 “If a man of peace is there, your peace will rest on him; but if not, it will return to you. 7 “Stay in that house, eating and drinking what they give you; for the laborer is worthy of his wages. Do not keep moving from house to house.

The disciples might have wondered about this plan. They were not to take provisions, but were to rely on the care of those who would accept their message and ministry. 
· Jesus taught that this was perfectly appropriate because “the laborers is worthy is his wages.”

Not only does Paul state that elders should be paid generously, but he provides clear biblical (OT and NT) reasoning from King Jesus.

In my history here we have provided for our elders generously in the following ways. I think it is helpful to explain to you how we pay our elders.
1. Our finance committee has conducted periodic salary reviews comparing other churches in our region and size using a third-party resource.
2. Our church provides a fully vested, immediate, and no requirement for a match contribution to retirement that outpaces most other work environments. It is by far the most generous policy I have been under.
3. Our church provides paid time off which increases as longevity and loyalty to the ministry increases. Some of you may have seen pictures from Stephanie and I’s 33rd anniversary trip to Maine. We often thanked the Lord for your generosity for the time off we could spend together.
4. Our church provides competitive medical care which has been annually evaluated by our agent Greg Boyer to ensure that we were treating people kindly.
5. Our church provides a professional expense account to the pastors for the purposes of personal development, resources for preaching and teaching, and caring for our church family (invite us to lunch and we have funds for that purpose).

I was not the originator of these items, but I intend to keep them as part of our efforts to honor the Lord by providing generous pay to our vocational pastors.

Now let me make four related comments:
1. We may, in the future, have lay elders. How we honor them will be different.
2. I did not talk much about honor equal to respect. I believe it is possible for any member to make life easier or harder on the elders. Hebrews encourages all of us to properly submit to our elders because it is good for all of us. 
a. I believe it is important to give proper respect to your elders, but I don’t believe that is what 1 Timothy 5 emphasizes.
3. Thank you for your generosity. I hope you praise the Lord, as we do, that you go to church with many others who work hard and give generously. We could not provide those 5 items to our elders at the levels we do if you did not obey the Lord by giving generously. 
a. If you are not giving generously, then I encourage you to start. I once heard a statement that went something like this, “I am convinced that I can do more with 90% of my income and God’s blessing than I can with 100% without his blessing.”
4. If you are struggling financially and don’t understand basic financial things, then we can help you. 
a. Reach out, talk to us. I believe that before you should be allowed to take a loan you must create a dynamic amortization schedule in Excel in less than 10 minutes that would allow you to answer any question about the loan in 30 seconds or less. 
b. If you have debt and cannot do that, I can teach you. We also have financial peace on Wednesday nights. We have resources that you can take advantage of.

II. We biblically care for elders by protecting their reputation and helping them repent

1 Timothy 5:19 Do not receive an accusation against an elder except on the basis of two or three witnesses.

We know that elders have abused their position and influence. 
· There are true cases of elders committing financial embezzlement, grooming and sexually assaulting children, using counseling relationships to create opportunities for sexual immorality or to destroy another person’s marriage, and challenges living up to the normal qualifications of an elder. 

With all this evil, why would King Jesus place significant restrictions on accepting or believing an accusation is true?

A. Just as there are legitimate cases of sin on the part of the elder, there are legitimate cases of sin on the part of the accuser

Accusers have their own motivations. Some did not like what they were told so they seek to hurt the other person or damage their reputation. 
· Years ago, I met with someone. I did not know them before our appointment and have not seen them since. I don’t remember where they lived or their names. 
· They came to discuss whether they should get married. After two sessions, the guy looked at me and told me he had very limited time, he was not interested in me taking it slow and working through different passages of Scripture, and I needed to give him clear direction right now. 
· I pleaded with them that they give me time, but I was getting nowhere. I finally caved and gave reasons why I believed their current relationship was sinful and that they were not biblically in a place to make the covenant of marriage before the Lord. A day to two later, one of them called the ministry to tell them that I was rude, uncaring, unloving, and maybe should not be counseling.

Other accusers hate Jesus. They are deconstructing their faith and looking for a place to blame their life circumstances. 
· Their accusations are born from bitterness and a desire to destroy Jesus’ church.

Other accusers love to gossip. They worship being right and they want to tell other people part of the story to recruit people to their side. 
· They don’t want investigations. They want their beliefs acted upon.

The Lord does not want reputations trashed and churches crushed because a person’s accusation was allowed to stand without sufficient biblical warrant. John Calvin wrote a very powerful statement about this reality. He said, 

“This is a necessary remedy against the malice of men [talking about the requirements]; for none are more liable to slanders and calumnies [false statements made to damage their reputation] than godly teachers….this is the craftiness of Satan, to draw away the hearts of men from ministers, that instruction may gradually fall into contempt. Thus not only is wrong done to innocent persons, in having their reputation unjustly wounded, but the authority of the sacred doctrine of God is diminished.” Calvin, Commentaries on the Epistles to Timothy, Titus, and Philemon.

With that warning in mind, let’s remember that not every accuser is a liar. Not every accuser is so riddled in their own sin that they cannot see clearly. That is why the Lord says that some accusations must be accepted. They must follow the rules.

B. Accusations Require Two or Three Witnesses

This is a quotation from 

Deuteronomy 19:15 “A single witness shall not rise up against a man on account of any iniquity or any sin which he has committed; on the evidence of two or three witnesses a matter shall be confirmed.

There are very important questions that arise at this stage. For example, who counts as a witness? What happens if the sin only occurs between two people? I think we can see potential problems. While challenging, they are not insurmountable.

1. Witnesses are those who observed the sin or concrete evidence about it

Let’s say that someone wants to make an accusation against an elder. They bring their charge but no one else saw it, heard it, or experienced it. 
· They talk to someone who was not there and claim that person is witness #2. Wrong. That person is not a witness. 
· They are just a person who believes the accusation of the witness or the justification of the elder. They are not witnesses. They are those who believe things they were told.
· I find this is a common practice in the church. It is sinful and sad. Without real witnesses, just find other people who don’t like the elder or the accuser and claim you have witnesses.

It is possible that a person could become a witness if they experienced an attempt at reconciliation between the elder and accuser. 
· While that person was not there originally, the meeting might shed light on what happened. Since this person was there for an attempt at reconciliation they are a potential witness of the facts.

In addition, text messages or emails in their entirety could be evidence. A recording might be, but it depends. Some people try to trap others. 
· Great wisdom is required to evaluate the quality of a recording. Sometimes it proves the person recording is an evil, divisive, schemer.

Here is my point … without evidence the accusation is not accepted. It may or may not be true, but there is insufficient evidence to tell at that time. When there is insufficient evidence the elders have a choice to make.

2. The accusation goes to the elders

The text raises the question of who should accept the accusation or at least conduct the investigation? The answer is the other elders. 
· Since finding other people who don’t like the elder does not count as a witness, there is no point to such behavior. 

The elders have an obligation when the two witness requirement can be met. When it is, the elders must conduct an investigation to determine the truth and severity of the matter. 
· This is important. Just because there are two witnesses does not necessarily make the matter true or severe. It means that the accuser has met the requirement for the accusation to be taken seriously.

At times and at the discretion of the elders, they may conduct an investigation with only one witness when the accusation is based on private interactions.

The investigation may prove that the elder or accuser is wrong. 

While Paul does not explicitly quote the verses after Deuteronomy 19:15, they shed light on the importance of care when making accusations. 

C. Accusers remember the seriousness of their accusation

Deuteronomy 19:16-21 “If a malicious witness rises up against a man to accuse him of wrongdoing, 17 then both the men who have the dispute shall stand before the Lord, before the priests and the judges who will be in office in those days. 18 “The judges shall investigate thoroughly, and if the witness is a false witness and he has accused his brother falsely, 19 then you shall do to him just as he had intended to do to his brother. Thus you shall purge the evil from among you. 20 “The rest will hear and be afraid, and will never again do such an evil thing among you. 21“Thus you shall not show pity: life for life, eye for eye, tooth for tooth, hand for hand, foot for foot. 

Those who brought accusations were free to do so, but if the witness turned out, after the investigation, to be malicious, then he suffered whatever he believed justice would be.
· That is why you show no pity. Malicious accusers deserve the very punishment they believe the other person should receive.
· This is not victim blaming or shaming. It is ensuring you have your facts right. Trying to ruin people’s lives might result in your own life being ruined.

Notice that the penalty would also serve as a warning for the rest of the covenant community. 

They would see a person being malicious, they would hear about the conclusion of the investigation, and then they would see the accuser brought to justice. 
· They would learn about the importance of false accusations.

Our Lord decided that plan A is elect qualified elders (chapter 3), pay them generously, and then protect them by refusing to listen or participate in accusations for which you have no role and you are not a witness. The elders protect the other elders from false accusations by requiring multiple witnesses and a careful investigation.

Assuming such an accusation is true, it would be appropriate for the elders to determine qualification and begin counseling for the purpose of repentance, change, and reconciliation.

I want to highlight two possible scenarios that are not directly addressed in 1 Timothy 5:19, but are very real and necessary.

Scenario #1: The elder confesses to the other elders his own sin

In this case, there might not be an accuser. No one, other than the elder, may know about his sin. Thus, he comes voluntarily. 
· A process begins to determine qualification for ministry and counseling. It would remain private assuming the elder repents and moves toward Christlike change.

This has happened in our church’s history. Our pastors struggle with sin too. 
· Sometimes that sin reaches the point where it is appropriate to confess to the other elders who will then have the responsibility to shepherd the elder.
· I intend to shepherd our team in this way. We must have some space for sin to be confessed, forgiven, and reconciliation to occur without it being public.

Scenario #2: A person accuses an elder and the elder agrees with the accusation.

This has also happened in our church’s history. Sometimes a pastor has been inappropriate with another person and when the person accuses, he agrees. 
· Again, it is then the responsibility of the other elders to shepherd this elder to repentance and Christlike change. It is also their job to determine whether the sin was disqualifying in some way.

Verse 19, then, helps us properly care for elders by protecting them against accusations that do not meet the standards Jesus imposed with the understanding that false accusations might have consequences of their own.
· But when an elder is guilty it is the responsibility of the elders to determine ministry fitness, counsel, and lead that elder to repentance and change. It may be that no one else from the congregation knows.
· It depends. If the elder repents and remains qualified there is no public discussion. 
· If the elder repents but the qualifications can now no longer be applied to him, then he would need to resign his position – making it public.

When people want to tell you about an accusation – do not listen. You are not a witness. You are at best a person who agrees with the accuser and at worst a malicious gossip. Tell them to go to the elders. 
· Under my watch, elders will have the responsibility to respond to the accusation and to do so in teams. We will not put one elder against one other elder. Part of our constitutional revision is to balance the power.

Living as Jesus intended in the church involves proper care for elders. That requires we pay generously (and thus give generously), protect elder reputations with proper requirements and careful investigations, and then third … 

II. We biblically care for elders by rebuking the sinning elder in front of the church

1 Timothy 5:20-25 Those who continue in sin, rebuke in the presence of all, so that the rest also will be fearful of sinning. 21 I solemnly charge you in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus and of His chosen angels, to maintain these principles without bias, doing nothing in a spirit of partiality. 22 Do not lay hands upon anyone too hastily and thereby share responsibility for the sins of others; keep yourself free from sin. 23 No longer drink water exclusively, but use a little wine for the sake of your stomach and your frequent ailments. 24 The sins of some men are quite evident, going before them to judgment; for others, their sins follow after. 25 Likewise also, deeds that are good are quite evident, and those which are otherwise cannot be concealed. 

Verse 20 starts with (1) the accusation being accepted because it satisfied the biblical requirements; (2) the investigation concluded with the result that the accusation was true whether the accused elder agreed or not; (3) a shepherding process designed for repentance and growth has failed. Instead, the elder has remained in his sin. This is truly a sad situation. When it happens, here is the task.

A. Rebuke the elder in front of everyone

Our Lord expects heightened care for elders including pay, protection, and discipline.

The pay is heightened because it is supposed to be generous. The protection is heightened because receiving accusations require a high bar. 
· The discipline is heightened because it is in front of everyone.

Some would view this as unloving or too strong. But this passage brings incredible balance. Caring for elders well involves protecting them, but not if they are sinning and refusing to change. 
· In that case, the same intensity we use to protect them, we use to rebuke them.

It is possible that a public rebuke could occur twice. Once related to their role as an elder and the second related to their church membership. 

B. Purpose: That all of us would fear sinning

The Lord again provides us with insight. The primary purpose of the public rebuke is for the rest of us. 
· When we see a public rebuke of a pastor for stealing, then we all fear stealing. 
· When we see a rebuke for an unbiblical marriage, then we work on our marriage. 
· When we see a rebuke for an adulterous relationship, we fear developing an inappropriate relationship with another person.

All too often, people focus on the one rebuked. The elders have done the work and they have concluded that the elder cannot function in their role. 
· But the point is not to rally to the elder who was rebuked. 
· It is not to start taking sides.
· It is to look in the mirror and say you could be next save the grace of Jesus and your commitment to walk humbly with him.

C. We follow these instructions without partiality

1 Timothy 5:21 I solemnly charge you in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus and of His chosen angels, to maintain these principles without bias, doing nothing in a spirit of partiality.

Each of us are inclined in certain ways. We have experiences with people – good and bad. We have relationships that are vested in certain ways. 
· That tends to encourage us to show favoritism.

I am far more inclined to let a person into the traffic pattern that has “Go Bucks” on their car. The one who has “Go Blue” can wait all day for all I care .

There are three “witnesses” to the elders leading the church to handle these matters. God, Christ Jesus, and his chosen angels. Those are the witnesses we care about. 
· We will not always satisfy all the people involved in the situation, but if God, Christ, and his chosen angels approve then we do not need to care what anyone else thinks.

They are looking to ensure that we handle these matters without partiality. This cuts both directions. 
· Accusers can be believed because someone else had a bad experience with the same elder. They are unrelated. That is showing partiality. 
· Elders can be believed because we have good experiences. They are also unrelated. That is also showing partiality. 

That is why elders must focus on God, Christ, and the elect angels and adjudicate the matter seeking to please them and rendering the same judgment that they would render.

That will mean several things for the congregation.
1. Encourage people who want to talk, to talk to the elders not among themselves. Gossip conversations will result in division, hurt, and could ignore the most important witnesses – God, Jesus, and the elect angels.
2. Be patient. Sometimes delay is not a statement of indifference. It is a careful evaluation of all the facts.
3. Remember that knowledge is a burden. Satan lied to Adam and Eve, but what made his lie particularly powerful is that there was truth in it. He told them that when they eat from the forbidden tree, their eyes will be open and they will know good and evil. Prior to their sin, they only knew good. After it, they added the knowledge of evil.
a. This is even worse when you only know a portion of the story. You make judgments without knowing the rest of the story putting you in the perfect position to be partial.

D. We are cautious about electing elders due to these heightened requirements and pressures

1 Timothy 5:22-23 Do not lay hands upon anyone too hastily and thereby share responsibility for the sins of others; keep yourself free from sin. 23 No longer drink water exclusively, but use a little wine for the sake of your stomach and your frequent ailments.

We must be cautious about adding elders because these requirements rest on them. They are very serious. We are talking about adding lay elders in our constitutional review. 
· Choosing them will require a careful process.

Verse 23 seems to come out of nowhere. Maybe it is entirely parenthetical. However, it is possible that this advice is connected to the task. Maybe even to the caution about electing elders too quickly.

Timothy had to silence at least one elder who was teaching falsely. That would be hard. What if he did not repent? What if he then had to rebuke him in front of everyone? 
· They apparently appointed elders too quickly, they were failing with widows, they were failing encouraging families to take care of their own, they were failing because they were following demonic teaching, and they were failing in the roles of men and women in the church.

I can understand if Timothy was one enormous stress ball. The Lord tells him to go deal with a church that is a hot mess. In the process, you will have divisions, strife, people will leave, and people will complain about you. Take a little wine for your stomach and don’t set people in charge without meaningful evaluation.

Otherwise you become complicit in their sin. Finally,

E. Live faithfully yourself

1 Timothy 5:24-25 The sins of some men are quite evident, going before them to judgment; for others, their sins follow after. 25 Likewise also, deeds that are good are quite evident, and those which are otherwise cannot be concealed. 

The passage ends with a reminder to live faithfully yourself. When you look at others you cannot always see clearly. Sometimes their behavior is so obvious and clear that you can see the judgment or reward before it arrives. Other times their sin or goodness will be revealed later.

It reminds me of a Spurgeon statement that go something like:
· If someone thinks ill of you or accuses you falsely, you should not be angry, because you are even worse than they realize, and a more accurate portrait would only reveal further flaws.

This is very similar to what Paul said to Timothy in 4:16 – pay close attention to yourself and to your teaching. We all need that.

Friends, the main idea was simple: Main idea: Our Lord expects heightened care for elders including pay, protection, and discipline.

May the Lord help us to live it out.
