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Good morning, Faith. I’m on the docket to preach today on Prioritizing the Gospel while walking through Paul’s first letter to a young pastor named Timothy. 
For the past two weeks Pastor Rod walked us through a portrait of a faithful ministry. That is to say, living as Jesus intended  follows a (1) life anchored in truth (2) a life nourished by sound doctrine (3)  a life of discipline toward godliness, and(4) a life that teaches and models the Gospel.  
He walked us through 1 Timothy 4:6-16
For today, we are going to pick up in Paul’s letter to Timothy in 5:1-16. Let’s take the time to read it – this is the Word of the Lord. (read)
God calls the local church to honor Him through the relationships we have with other believers in the household of faith. Paul lays that out before us in this passage. 
And out of this passage, we see 3 church obligations believers have in their church community. 
Let’s begin where Paul starts with Timothy in verses 1-2 of his letter in so far as the 
I. Relational Dynamics in God's Household (vv. 1–2)
a. Treat older men as fathers (v. 1)
1 Timothy 5:1“Do not sharply rebuke an older man, but appeal to him as a father.” 
ἐπιπλήσσω – it’s really strong in the Greek. It refers to striking down a person with overtly strong thunderous rebukes. 
The idea is that of a young believer in his faith who confronts an older seasoned saint. The implication is that the older person has sinned in some way and younger believer is aware of it takes action, but he handles the older saint in the wrong way. 
Here in lies not just Paul’s mandate to the younger saints in the assembly of faith. You young lions and lionesses in the faith. 
· Do not sharply rebuke older saints in the faith!
· Do not act like sons of thunder toward those older in the faith than you are. 
· Do not hammer down upon them sharp words.
Christians, we understand this all too well, right? When we were both young in body and spirit –  young in our faith. But what tends to come with young faith also comes with it a mixed bag of zeal and stupidity. 
· We lacked a good measure of self-control. 
As one song of this generation would say, “we were smooth like butter, like a criminal undercover, Gon pop like trouble.” 
Now the song itself may be catchy, but the content is filled with ignorance. That in and of itself ought to remind us that being young and zealous toward godly things doesn’t necessarily equate to appropriating our words with seasoned wisdom.   
So Paul says to young in the faith that should they encounter an older seasoned saint, whether it be their parents or someone else, who has sinned not to speak to them in a way that brings dishonor to Christ, but rather – treat them as though they were your own father. 
· Give honor to whom honor is due. 
· Speak to them in such as way that helps the older saint listen to what you have to say.
Notice the last part of verse 1- “… but appeal to him as a father…”
There is a place of special honor in Scripture toward our older more seasoned saints in Christ. 
Now, Paul turns his attention to the older in the faith. Because there is a tendency among us older saints to treat with some measure of disregard to our younger brothers in the faith. 
In other words, we don’t take them too seriously because what do they know about life, since they were almost born yesterday! 
· An older saint, we will hold what they say with a bit more weight then to the person younger in the faith! 
So Paul says to the older lions in the faith to…
b. Treat younger men as brothers (v. 1b)
1 Timothy 5:1 “…to the younger men as brothers.” 
They are your younger brother in the Lord! Treat them that way, and don’t cast away all that they may say to you!

After this, Paul puts his spotlight onto the lady saints in the church says essential the same thing to the women as he did with the men…
c. Treat older women as mothers (v. 2a)
1 Timothy 5:2 “the older women as mothers…” 
The bible not only holds in regard older men in the faith, but also older women in the faith. What he says to the men he also says to the women.
· Engage with your older sister in the Lord like mothers in high regard. 
In Paul’s letter to the Philippians, there was a conflict between two well known ladies in Christ in the local assembly
· Euodia and Syntyche 
Scripture does not tell us what the conflict was about. What we do know that whatever it was, the conflict began to spill over into the church, the degree to which Paul was made aware of it. But look how he responded to these ladies
Philippians 4:1-3 “Therefore, my beloved brethren whom I long to see, my joy and crown, in this way stand firm in the Lord, my beloved.2 I urge Euodia and I urge Syntyche to live in harmony in the Lord. 3 Indeed, true companion, I ask you also to help these women who have shared my struggle in the cause of the gospel, together with Clement also and the rest of my fellow workers, whose names are in the book of life.”
I don’t see any thunderous rebukes there, do you? He appeals to them and even says that these ladies are written in the book of life! 
Now, again, note the pattern
· To the younger men: conduct yourself this way
· To the older men: conduct yourself this way
· To the older women: conduct yourself this way
· To the younger women: conduct yourself this way
Paul is laying out more conduct among God’s people in his household. 
To the older lady saints in the household of faith Paul says to
d. Treat younger women as sisters (v. 2b)
1 Timothy 5:2 “…and the younger women as sisters, in all purity.”
In other words, maintain absolute purity and healthy boundaries. 
After Paul gives these instructions, he turns God’s people’s attention to toward…
II. The Priority of Family Responsibility 
The reason why Paul directs his attention is because of all people who tend to be forgotten are older widows. 
So he exhorts God’s people to…
a. Honor those truly in need (vv. 3,5)
1 Timothy 5:3 “Honor widows who are widows indeed…”
He’s referring to widows who have no one to take care of them. That person is a “widow indeed.” 
1 Timothy 5:5 “Now she who is a widow indeed and who has been left alone, has fixed her hope on God and continues in entreaties and prayers night and day.”
Distinguish "real widows" (those utterly destitute and relying on God) from others (vv. 3, 5). 
b. The Obligation of Children and Grandchildren (v. 4)
1 Timothy 5:4 “but if any widow has children or grandchildren, they must first learn to practice piety in regard to their own family and to make some return to their parents; for this is acceptable in the sight of God.” 
Demonstrate the practice of godliness at home first by taking care of their own parents, should it become time to do so. 
c. A warning to the widow and to those who neglect their own family (vv. 6-8)
1 Timothy 5:6-8 “But she who gives herself to wanton pleasure is dead even while she lives. Prescribe these things as well, so that they may be above reproach. But if anyone does not provide for his own, and especially for those of his household, he has denied the faith and is worse than an unbeliever.”
Failure to provide for one's immediate household denies the core of the Christian faith and is worse than an unbeliever. 
III. Criteria for the Church’s Enrollment of Widows 
a. Requirements for official church support (vv. 9–10)
1 Timothy 5:9-10 “A widow is to be put on the list only if she is not less than sixty years old, having been the wife of one man, 10 having a reputation for good works; and if she has brought up children, if she has shown hospitality to strangers, if she has washed the saints’ feet, if she has assisted those in distress, and if she has devoted herself to every good work.”
A widow must be at least sixty years old, faithful in marriage, and recognized for her faithfulness to the Lord that reflects good fruit filled service to Christ (hospitality, serving the afflicted).
b. Exclusion of younger widows from the list (vv. 11–13)
1 Timothy 5:11-13 “But refuse to put younger widows on the list, for when they feel sensual desires in disregard of Christ, they want to get married, 12 thus incurring condemnation, because they have set aside their previous pledge. 13 At the same time they also learn to be idle, as they go around from house to house; and not merely idle, but also gossips and busybodies, talking about things not proper to mention.”
Younger widows should be redirected to get re-married because physical desires have the real potential to pull them away from Christ, leading to idleness and gossip.
c. Counsel for younger widows (vv. 14–15)
1 Timothy 5:14-15 “Therefore, I want younger widows to get married, bear children, keep house, and give the enemy no occasion for reproach; 15 for some have already turned aside to follow Satan.”
Encourage young widows to re-marry, to bear children, and to manage their households to protect the church's witness to the world.
d. The final practical rule (v. 16)
1 Timothy 5:16 “If any woman who is a believer has dependent widows, she must assist them and the church must not be burdened, so that it may assist those who are widows indeed.”
Believers must support their own family members so the church's resources remain more available to those who are widows indeed.
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