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Living As Jesus Intended
A Good Fight Fueled by Grace
1 Timothy 1:8-20

1 Timothy 3:14-15 - I am writing these things to you, hoping to come to you before long; but in case I am delayed, I write so that you will know how one ought to conduct himself in the household of God, which is the church of the living God, the pillar and support of the truth.
Say it in a Sentence: The right understanding of the Law and Grace transforms lives and preserves the gospel.
I. Proper Use of the Law Illuminates Grace
1 Timothy 1:3, 6-7 - …so that you may instruct certain men not to teach strange doctrines…For some men, straying from these things, have turned aside to fruitless discussion, wanting to be teachers of the Law, even though they do not understand either what they are saying or the matters about which they make confident assertions.
A. Recognize that the Law is good
1 Timothy 1:8 - But we know that the Law is good, if one uses it lawfully…
B. Use the Law to teach right living
1 Timothy 1:9 - …realizing the fact that law is not made for a righteous person, but for those who are lawless and rebellious, for the ungodly and sinners, for the unholy and profane, for those who kill their fathers or mothers, for murderers…
1 Timothy 1:10-11 - …whatever else is contrary to sound teaching, according to the glorious gospel of the blessed God, with which I have been entrusted.
C. Give glory to God in how the gospel fulfills the Law
Genesis 3:15 - And I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your seed and her seed; He shall bruise you on the head, and you shall bruise him on the heel.
Mattew 5:17-19 - Do not think that I came to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I did not come to abolish but to fulfill. For truly I say to you, until heaven and earth pass away, not the smallest letter or stroke shall pass from the Law until all is accomplished. Whoever then annuls one of the least of these commandments, and teaches others to do the same, shall be called least in the kingdom of heaven; but whoever keeps and teaches them, he shall be called great in the kingdom of heaven. 
II. Grace Transforms Lives
A. Grace transformed Paul’s life
1 Timothy 1:12-13 - I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who has strengthened me, because He considered me faithful, putting me into service, even though I was formerly a blasphemer and a persecutor and a violent aggressor. Yet I was shown mercy because I acted ignorantly in unbelief…
1 Timothy 1:14 - …and the grace of our Lord was more than abundant, with the faith and love which are found in Christ Jesus.
B. Grace offers new beginnings
1 Timothy 1:15 - It is a trustworthy statement, deserving full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, among whom I am foremost of all. 
Romans 10:9-10 - …that if you confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord, and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved; for with the heart a person believes, resulting in righteousness, and with the mouth he confesses, resulting in salvation.
C. Grace motivates us to live in response to the gospel
1 Timothy 1:16 - Yet for this reason I found mercy, so that in me as the foremost, Jesus Christ might demonstrate His perfect patience as an example for those who would believe in Him for eternal life. 
1 Timothy 1:17 - Now to the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and glory forever and ever. Amen.
III. Living for Christ Means Rejecting False Teaching
A. Fight the good fight by holding fast the gospel
1 Timothy 1:18-19 - This command I entrust to you, Timothy, my son, in accordance with the prophecies previously made concerning you, that by them you fight the good fight, keeping faith and a good conscience, which some have rejected and suffered shipwreck in regard to their faith.
Psalm 139:23-24 - Search me, O God, and know my heart; try me and know my anxious thoughts; and see if there be any hurtful way in me, and lead me in the everlasting way.
B. With grace and love, call out false teachers
1 Timothy 1:19-20 - …keeping faith and a good conscience, which some have rejected and suffered shipwreck in regard to their faith. Among these are Hymenaeus and Alexander, whom I have handed over to Satan, so that they will be taught not to blaspheme.
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