


God is Righteous – Rom 3:21-26 - Folden FE 8.9.27

This summer we have focused on a series called “God is.” We are asking ourselves, “What is God like?” or “What defines God?” We have focused on the study God’s attributes. 
· An attribute is an irreducible characteristic of who God is. We have studied God’s holiness, love, goodness, faithfulness omnipresence, his immutability (unchanging nature), His sovereignty, as well as God’s independence. 

We hope you know God better, and you trust Him more because you have been mediating on his character…
· I pray that His holiness helps you be in awe of our God who is set apart and unlike any other and even in more awe that he would want to dwell with us.
· I pray that His love would help you understand that the only reasons we love and are relational is because He first loved us and that flows out of his very nature.
· I pray that the goodness and faithfulness of God would help you trust him and his good plan for you that He is able to bring to fruition.
· I pray that God’s unchanging nature, would help you trust in Him each day.
· I pray that His sovereignty calls you to savor and submit to His rule and not rebel against it and seek to rule on your own.
· I pray that God’s independence helps you see that God does not need anything, and therefore he can actual provide help from Himself without being contingent on anyone or anything else to fulfill his promises. He does not need you, but he wants to be with you and for you to have the honor of being a part of what he is doing.
This series is not exhaustive, but I hope it helps you want to know God more and more…and so today as we conclude this series we will focus on our God who is Righteous.
"The Righteousness of God: His character, His work, and His people"
Big Idea: God's righteousness is His unwavering commitment to always do what is right according to His holy nature. His righteousness both judges sin and provides salvation through Christ, producing righteousness (standing and living) in His people.
Say it in a sentence: Recognize God’s righteousness as the absolute standard and embrace His righteous judgment and how he provides righteousness to his people.
There are so many places in the bible to study that proclaim God’s righteousness…one could go to the Garden where God addresses sin. Could go to God rescuing Lot and destroying Sodom and Gomorrah. Could go to God rescuing His people from Egypt with the Exodus or sending his people into captivity and then bringing them back.
Psalm 145 says…
Psalm 145:17 -17 The Lord is righteous in all his ways and faithful in all he does. 
(reference above is NIV)
So one of the most important things to take away from this message today is that God is intrinsically righteous…all he does is righteous…because it flows out of His very nature…Since he is the source of righteousness…all he does is by definition righteous…There is nothing above Him to judge his actions…and so the really of God’s righteousness should destroy our self-righteousness…because there is nothing that can be placed above God…and say to Him…you did not do that right…there was a better, wiser, more moral, more just, more gracious way of doing that.
One of the best ways to really grab a hold of this doctrine is in the Book of Romans…some say this is the most important paragraph in the whole bible…it explains God’s righteousness, and How we can be in a right relationship with a righteous God.
Romans 3:21–26 -21 But now apart from the Law the righteousness of God has been manifested, being witnessed by the Law and the Prophets, 22 even the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all those who believe; for there is no distinction; 23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 24 being justified as a gift by His grace through the redemption which is in Christ Jesus; 25 whom God displayed publicly as a propitiation in His blood through faith. This was to demonstrate His righteousness, because in the forbearance of God He passed over the sins previously committed; 26 for the demonstration, I say, of His righteousness at the present time, so that He would be just and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus. 
As we study this morning…the first thing we need to do is…
1. Recognize God’s righteous character has been revealed

a.  Through his word

Psalm 11:7 -7 For the LORD is righteous, He loves righteousness; The upright will behold His face. 

God in his word declares himself to be righteous…he is the one who loves righteousness…because it flows out of His very essence, His character…he can’t do anything that is not right…otherwise He would not be God…He would not be the source of what is truly righteous.


Deuteronomy 32:4 -4 “The Rock! His work is perfect, For all His ways are just; A God of faithfulness and without injustice, Righteous and upright is He.

God's righteousness is His unwavering commitment to always do what is right according to His holy nature.  

God defines righteousness by his essence. In other words God always does what is right because that is who He is. Rightness flows out of His very being. There is not another being or standard in the universe that can be a judge over God to determine if something is right. Righteousness flows out of Who God is and therefore all that he does must be described as right and good and just, or upright.

b. Through the law

Deuteronomy 4:5–8 -5 “See, I have taught you statutes and judgments just as the LORD my God commanded me, that you should do thus in the land where you are entering to possess it. 6 “So keep and do them, for that is your wisdom and your understanding in the sight of the peoples who will hear all these statutes and say, ‘Surely this great nation is a wise and understanding people.’ 7 “For what great nation is there that has a god so near to it as is the LORD our God whenever we call on Him? 8 “Or what great nation is there that has statutes and judgments as righteous as this whole law which I am setting before you today? 

Nations tend to compare themselves to other nations…how mighty is their army, how many resources do they have, what exports are they known for…in the ancient near east, one of the ways nations compared themselves to each other was how just or righteous their law were…how good of a system of laws were that they created.

The Code of Hammurabi (ca. 1754 BC) begins with a lengthy prologue before the laws themselves. Hammurabi claims the gods appointed him:"...to bring about the rule of righteousness in the land, to destroy the wicked and the evildoers; so that the strong should not harm the weak." Later Hammurabi describes himself as:"the king of justice" "the shepherd" one who "causes justice to prevail" one who "protects the widow and the orphan" 
Notice that the emphasis is not merely on having laws but on portraying Babylon as a kingdom where justice flourishes because of its king.
The other kingdoms did this also.l…Sumerian Code of Ur-Nammu was all about establishing justice eliminated violence, protected the poor, standardized fair weights and measures 
Egyptians Pharos emphasized Ma'at, the principle of truth, justice, order, and harmony.
Even the Assyrians who were a brutal people, who prioritized military conquest…described themselves as just judges, defenders of temples, and protectors of the weak. A nation wants to boast in military victories, what they build, their economy and how just their justice system is.

The more I study the Law of Moses, the more I see the amazing balance of justice, mercy, caring for the poor, and directing people to live in proper relation to their God and each other. However, The law was not able to make the people righteous…but it is able to show us who our righteous God is and what His value system is.

Romans 7:12 -12 So then, the Law is holy, and the commandment is holy and righteous and good. 

We also see God’s righteousness 

c. Through His judgments
Daniel 9:14 -14 “Therefore the LORD has kept the calamity in store and brought it on us; for the LORD our God is righteous with respect to all His deeds which He has done, but we have not obeyed His voice. 
When God sent his people into captivity…we see how it is recorded that that was right, that was a just decision bc the people had turned to idolatry, and this was both a consequence and also the way to bring the people back into a right relationship with their God.
Each of us has to wrestle with the question…do I believe all the decisions God makes are right and just…do I think he should have done something different…something that I think is more right in my eyes…what we must truly guard our hearts from is self- righteousness…placing God under our law of what we think is the best way to do things.
Psalm 9:7–8 -7 But the Lord abides forever; He has established His throne for judgment, 8 And He will judge the world in righteousness; He will execute judgment for the peoples with equity. 
Humility calls us to see he will judge us, rather than we judge Him.
We also see his righteousness
d. Though His promises
Nehemiah 9:7–8 -7 “You are the Lord God, Who chose Abram And brought him out from Ur of the Chaldees, And gave him the name Abraham. 8 “You found his heart faithful before You, And made a covenant with him To give him the land of the Canaanite, Of the Hittite and the Amorite, Of the Perizzite, the Jebusite and the Girgashite— To give it to his descendants. And You have fulfilled Your promise, For You are righteous. 
When someone makes a commitment…we recognize it is right to follow through ion it…God in His righteousness always does what He promises.
And as we look at our main text today, we see God’s righteousness is revealed…
e. Through the gospel of Jesus Christ

Romans 3:21–23 -21 But now apart from the Law the righteousness of God has been manifested, being witnessed by the Law and the Prophets, 

When he says apart form the Law…he is simply saying the Righteous character of God is revealed through the person and work of Jesus Christ…bc Jesus is able to do something the law cannot do…reveal the riotousness of God at a whole new level. The law and the prophets point to the righteousness of God revealed in the gospel.
We want to recognize God’s righteousness…we also want to…

2. Exalt God’s righteous work of judgment and rescue

Romans 3:22–25 -22 even the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all those who believe; for there is no distinction; 23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 24 being justified as a gift by His grace through the redemption which is in Christ Jesus; 25 whom God displayed publicly as a propitiation in His blood through faith. This was to demonstrate His righteousness, because in the forbearance of God He passed over the sins previously committed; 

a. God righteously judges all people without distinction

A corrupt judge plays favorites…an imperfect judge does not get it right every time…but a perfect righteous judge is impartial and always makes the right judgment. God can do this bc he is Holy,. He is unlike us…he is good and faithful, and he is omniscient and unchanging…so he can always make the right judgment. 

His judgment is…

Rom 3:23 - for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God

Romans 3:9–10 -9 What then? Are we better than they? Not at all; for we have already charged that both Jews and Greeks are all under sin; 10 as it is written, “There is none righteous, not even one; 

God judges righteously …there are not ethnic priorities, economic priorities, environmental priorities…there is just pure just judgment….and that judgment is all have fallen short.

Not only is God perfectly just…he also makes a way to satisfy justice and show mercy…which displays his uprightness all the more.

b. God righteously judged His Son in our place

Talking about Jesus the text says…

Romans 3:25 - whom God displayed publicly as a propitiation in His blood through faith. This was to demonstrate His righteousness, because in the forbearance of God He passed over the sins previously committed;

A propitiation means a sacrifice to address the wrath of God that justice demands…God demonstrated His rightlessness because he passed over the sins previously committed, but he does not ignore them or excuse them…he is going to full address them…and that shows his perfect righteousness.

Isaiah 53:4–6 -4 Surely our griefs He Himself bore, And our sorrows He carried; Yet we ourselves esteemed Him stricken, Smitten of God, and afflicted. 5 But He was pierced through for our transgressions, He was crushed for our iniquities; The chastening for our well-being fell upon Him, And by His scourging we are healed. 6 All of us like sheep have gone astray, Each of us has turned to his own way; But the Lord has caused the iniquity of us all To fall on Him. 

I think it is really important for us to recognize that God brought justice at the right time…I think if any of us had to decide for all of humanity…when does a person get consequences? Now or later? Should they get all the consequences now? How can we address all sin for all time…how can we do that in a way that is truly righteous….Is there a way to show them mercy and compassion but also not ignore wickedness…I hope we would all say…Only God is the one who is able to do that perfectly…and he Choose to patiently and compassionately address sin at the proper time, but not ignore it bc it was going to be fully addressed at the cross of Christ.

2 Corinthians 5:21 -21 God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God. 

We will talk in a bit about what it means for us to become the righteousness of God…For God to be righteous…sin must be fully and completely addressed.

Not only does God fully address sin…but 

c. God righteously provides rescue from judgement

I think many of us have seen the video of the lifeguard rescuing the young boy from the surf…I think we look at that and we see bravery and commitment, but we also see that was the right thing to do…when you are able to save someone, it is right to rescue someone.

We see that part of God’s righteousness is that he has the power to save and is willing to save…to rescue people, not from the surf…but from sin, death, and God’s just wrath.

Notice what God says in Isaiah…

Isaiah 45:19–25 -19 “I have not spoken in secret, In some dark land; I did not say to the offspring of Jacob, ‘Seek Me in a waste place’; I, the Lord, speak righteousness, Declaring things that are upright. 20 “Gather yourselves and come; Draw near together, you fugitives of the nations; They have no knowledge, Who carry about their wooden idol And pray to a god who cannot save. 21 “Declare and set forth your case; Indeed, let them consult together. Who has announced this from of old? Who has long since declared it? Is it not I, the Lord? And there is no other God besides Me, A righteous God and a Savior; There is none except Me. 22 “Turn to Me and be saved, all the ends of the earth; For I am God, and there is no other. 23 “I have sworn by Myself, The word has gone forth from My mouth in righteousness And will not turn back, That to Me every knee will bow, every tongue will swear allegiance. 24 “They will say of Me, ‘Only in the Lord are righteousness and strength.’ Men will come to Him, And all who were angry at Him will be put to shame. 25 “In the Lord all the offspring of Israel Will be justified and will glory.” 

The cross perfectly displays God’s righteousness…his righteousness to both address and punish sin…but also to provide a way to righteously rescue sinners without ignoring the sinfulness of man.

What is amazing is our God who is intrinsically righteous…is able to credit His righteousness to our account…he is able to make us legally righteous…positionally righteous…so that we are not utterly consumed by his holy righteousness…

So we recognize his righteousness, we exalt his wise and perfect judgment and mercy…

As We consider God’s righteousness…We must also 

3. Embrace God’s righteous way of declared His people righteous
Romans 3:26 -26 for the demonstration, I say, of His righteousness at the present time, so that He would be just and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus.
The word just and justifier are the same verb root of righteous…so to Justify someone is to declare them righteous… 
Another way of translating it would be…so that he might be righteous [i.e., just] and the one who declares righteous the one who trusts in Jesus.
Because God is the source of righteousness…he is righteous…he is able to declare us righteous before Him and his judgment is legit….and he does that through faith…
a. God’s people are declared righteous through faith

Romans 3:22 -22 even the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all those who believe; for there is no distinction; 

Romans 3:24 being justified as a gift by His grace through the redemption which is in Christ Jesus

We can only be declared righteous through a gift, not through the law or trying to earn righteousness… it was a very expensive gift…it cost Jesus his life…and yet it is a free gift to us…a very experience gift of grace…that we receive through faith.

Romans 1:16–17 -16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek. 17 For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from faith to faith; as it is written, “BUT THE RIGHTEOUS man SHALL LIVE BY FAITH.” 

When we trust in the Lord…His righteousness is on display over and over again…from faith to faith….

b. Positional righteousness is to be revealed in practical righteousness

God can view sinners as righteous…and it is not a shame bc Jesus took the penalty…so when ever God looks at those who trust in Jesus…His righteousness is what is front and center….So in Christ we have a declaration…a judicial decree of righteous…that is legit and just.

Now one take away is that if you have a position of righteousness…when you make decision in your life that are right, pleasing to God, they mirror God’s values…you display his righteousness…and we are called to do that not just positionally but practically.

Romans 6:11–14 -11 Even so consider yourselves to be dead to sin, but alive to God in Christ Jesus. 12 Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body so that you obey its lusts, 13 and do not go on presenting the members of your body to sin as instruments of unrighteousness; but present yourselves to God as those alive from the dead, and your members as instruments of righteousness to God. 14 For sin shall not be master over you, for you are not under law but under grace. 

Consider the young boy who was rescued and pulled from the surf…nothing he did saved himself…and imagine if that boy after being rescued sought to commit his life to train and learn how to help others….imagine he was willing to sacrifice his comfort and safety to serve others as a EMT, lifeguard, or just a good neighbor…not because he can save himself…but because someone did what was right…and He wants to live in a way that point back to that rightness act.

May we recognize God’s righteousness, exalt his perfect judgment…and embrace and praise Him that he is willing and able to give us His righteousness through faith…May that gift change the way we live each and every day.
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