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As you listened to __________ read that passage, you may have been thinking, “Boy, I hope the pastor’s going to explain some of that”… 
I’ll tell you… I was thinking the same thing.
There’s a lot going on in that text… 
And you say, “Pastor Trey, what are you doing up there… You don’t normally preach… It’s been more than a year since you preached.”
I know… It’s taken me a year to study this passage.
And we are going to work through it together. But to benefit from what the Apostle Paul teaches… we need to get our bearings…
This year, our church has been Prioritizing the Gospel…the good news that our holy Creator sent His perfect Son to die for our sins and rise from the dead so that we might be reconciled to Him and enjoy the promise of eternal life… 
That news ought to be the central focus of our lives… our relationships… and our church…
That news is the foundation of the book we’re studying this fall… 1 Timothy… in which the Apostle Paul teaches us (Show series title slide) to walk the path of joy, purpose, and blessing as we learn how to live as Jesus intended.
Paul wrote this book to instruct his faithful disciple Timothy because he had given Timothy a pretty tough ministry assignment.
Years earlier, Paul had planted a church in the city of Ephesus… and that church was facing some major problems. 
It was filled with dissension because some of the leading voices were teaching things that weren’t consistent with the gospel or with God’s intended mission for His church… and those teachers were taking people in the wrong direction. 
They had become occupied with myths and endless genealogies… drawing people into speculation and fruitless discussion instead of helping them follow Christ.
A couple of weeks ago, Pastor Rob helped us see why that matters. The church is the household of God… the pillar and support of the truth. And part of protecting that household involves confronting false teaching.
That’s what Timothy was sent to do.
That wasn’t an easy assignment. People become attached to teachers they like… and nobody likes to admit that something they believed isn’t true.
And the problem wasn’t simply that they were focused on the wrong thing… No, they were becoming the wrong kind of people.
Paul tells us what sound teaching is supposed to produce…
1 Timothy 1:5 - But the goal of our instruction is love from a pure heart and a good conscience and a sincere faith.
Instead of producing that kind of love… the false teachers were producing arguments, confusion, and division.
And as Pastor Greg shared with us last week… it had placed people in danger of shipwrecking their faith.
So, Paul sends Timothy to sort out this mess… and help a divided church return to its God-given mission… so that the church reflects Christ and advances the gospel.
But here’s the question: Once you understand what needs to change… what do you do FIRST?
And Paul begins by telling Timothy how believers ought to conduct themselves when they enter the house of God.
This morning, we’re talking about God’s Blueprint for Church Gatherings.
In this passage, I believe we find Four Commands to Guide the Way We Worship Together.
Paul knows that cleaning up the Ephesian church is going to be a monumental task.
So, he doesn’t start by telling Timothy to form a committee… or create a strategic ministry plan…
No, he like, “If this church is going to move from division to unity… If it’s going to move from fruitless speculation to fruitful ministry… from self-centered agendas to gospel-centered living… you’re going to need God’s help… You need to pray… You ALL need to pray.”
And that’s the first command Paul issues. He tells them to…
“for the complete stability of the empire, and for Roman interests in general…without ceasing, for all our emperors we offer prayer. We pray for life prolonged; for security to the empire; for protection to the imperial house; for brave armies, a faithful+ senate, a virtuous people, the world at rest, whatever, as man or Caesar, an emperor would wish.” Tertullian, Apol. 30-32
I. Pray all kinds of prayers for all men.
Notice how Paul begins…
1 Timothy 2:1 - First of all, then, I urge that entreaties and prayers, petitions and thanksgivings be made
Entreaties express needs. Prayers convey reverence and worship. Petitions intercede for others. And thanksgivings acknowledge that everything good comes from God’s hand.
By using these various terms, Paul emphasizes the breadth and seriousness of the church’s dependence on God.
The Ephesian church needed God to intervene in their situation… They needed God’s answers to their problems… but that’s not all they needed
See, prayer is not JUST about asking the Lord to do things for us… When we actually take time to pray, we commune with God… we submit ourselves to Him… we reorient our hearts to His.
That’s what the church in Ephesus needed… a reorientation to God and to the things He cares about.
Isn’t that what we need too? 
We need our hearts to be daily reoriented to Him… so that we might think about and live for what truly matters.
___
Now, notice the scope of those prayers…
1 Timothy 2:1-2 - be made on behalf of all men, for kings and all who are in authority
That includes people who know Christ and people who don’t. People we enjoy and people we find difficult. People who share our convictions and people who oppose them.
And Paul specifically mentions governing authorities.
Now… the Roman Empire wasn’t exactly a model of Christian brotherhood.
Paul didn’t tell believers to pray for their rulers because those rulers always honored God. They didn’t.
No, these early Christians were living under authorities who misunderstood them, mistreated them, and frequently made their lives difficult.

He told believers to pray because their rulers needed Jesus… 
Certainly, they needed Him for salvation… but they also needed His wisdom… so that they might exercise sound judgment, administer justice, and pursue peace…
One early Christian writer, Clement, prayed for… 
[POWERPOINT ONLY] “harmony and peace to us and to all who dwell on earth”… “to our rulers and governors on earth…“health, peace, harmony, and stability; that they may blamelessly administer the government which you have given them…by devoutly administering in peace and gentleness the authority which you have given them they may experience your mercy.” 1 Clement. 60-61
“Pray for all the saints. Pray also for kings and powers and rulers, and for those who persecute you and hate you, and for the enemies of the cross, in order that your fruit may be evident among all people, that you may be perfect in him.” Polycarp, Philippians. 12.
“I prefer to honor the emperor not by worshiping him but by praying for him.” Theophilus of Antioch, Autol. 1.11.
“honor the emperor, be subject to him, and pray loyally for him” Theophilus of Antioch, Autol. 1.2
“Whence to God alone we render worship, but in other things we gladly serve you, acknowledging you as kings and rulers of men, and praying that with your kingly power you be found to possess also sound judgment.” Justin Martyr, The First Apology of Justin, in The Apostolic Fathers, Justin MartyrIreneaus, vol. 1, Ante-Nicene Fathers (Peabody, MA: Hendrickson, 1999), 168.
Now, why was that important in the first century?
It’s because the heart of the king is in the hand of the Lord… and if that king were to function in ways that established peace and stability… it smoothed the path for spread of the gospel.
And of course, we want the same today, don’t we?
So, we have a responsibility to pray for our elected leaders… and not just the ones we voted for…
Regardless of your political views, you need to pray for our president, our governor, our mayors, our legislators, and judges… even when we strongly disagree with the decisions they might make.
Ask God to provide wisdom… restrain evil… protect people… promote justice… and, most importantly, bring leaders to a saving knowledge of Jesus Christ.
Prayer doesn’t mean pretending injustice is acceptable. 
It means bringing our concerns to the One whose authority is greater than every office, election, and government.
And if you spend more time criticizing an authority than praying for that authority… this passage may be inviting you to make an adjustment.
That question reaches beyond whoever holds public office. Think about the supervisor you struggle to respect… the coach making decisions for your child’s team… the university administrator whose policies frustrate you.
What might change if your first response were intercession rather than irritation?
One
A. So that the church may live with proper conduct.
1 Timothy 2:2 - …so that we may lead a tranquil and quiet life in all godliness and dignity
“More than all other men are we your helpers and allies in promoting peace.” Justin Martyr, The First Apology of Justin, in The Apostolic Fathers, Justin MartyrIreneaus, vol. 1, Ante-Nicene Fathers (Peabody, MA: Hendrickson, 1999), 166.
“We ought not to strive; neither has he desired us to be imitators of wicked men, but He has exhorted us to lead all men, by patience and gentleness, from shame and the love of evil.” Justin Martyr, The First Apology of Justin, in The Apostolic Fathers, Justin MartyrIreneaus, vol. 1, Ante-Nicene Fathers (Peabody, MA: Hendrickson, 1999), 168.
Paul isn’t describing a church that withdraws from the world… keeps its head down.
And he isn’t saying our highest goal should be personal comfort.
He is describing conditions that allow believers to live faithfully and carry out their mission without unnecessary turmoil.
A tranquil and quiet life is not an inactive life. It’s a life marked by godliness… dignity… and conduct that gives credibility to the gospel we proclaim.
Think about the difference between a church known primarily for its outrage… and a church known for its prayers, its integrity, its compassion, and its service.
Which kind of church makes the beauty of Christ easier to see?
We want to be the kind of people who bless our neighbors… serve our community… care for families… and speak the truth with humility and love.
Not because we’re trying to make everybody like us… but because we don’t want our behavior to become an unnecessary obstacle to someone hearing about Jesus.
And that leads to the deeper reason we pray…
B. Because God desires all kinds of people to be saved.
1 Timothy 2:3-4 - This is good and acceptable in the sight of God our Savior, who desires all men to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth.
The false teachers were turning the church inward… toward speculation, arguments, and endless distractions.
Paul redirects the church to its mission… toward the people who need to know Christ.
The gospel is not reserved for one ethnicity, one social class, one political party, or one kind of person.
It is for Jews and Gentiles… rulers and ordinary citizens… people who seem respectable… and people whose lives are an obvious mess.
And we don’t have to guess whether God can save someone who appears unlikely.
In chapter 1, we just heard Paul’s testimony. If Jesus can save a violent persecutor of the church… then no one is beyond the reach of God’s grace.
___
And the incredible thing is that God wants to use us conduits of that grace… 
We get the privilege of introducing people to Jesus.
Yes, that’s a privilege, but it’s also a tremendous responsibility. And there’s a lot at stake here.
See, the people in our lives who don’t know Jesus—they’d never tell us this because they don’t know it themselves—but they’re actually counting on us. They’re counting on us to share Jesus with them… through our conduct and our witness.
People can’t come to the Lord any old way they choose.
Paul explains…
1 Timothy 2:5-7 – For there is one God, and one mediator also between God and men, the man Christ Jesus, who gave Himself as a ransom for all, the testimony given at the proper time. For this I was appointed a preacher and an apostle (I am telling the truth, I am not lying)…in case you were tempted to doubt what I’m saying… as a teacher of the Gentiles in faith and truth.
In verse 5, Paul calls Jesus the mediator between God and man.
A mediator stands between two parties who need to be reconciled.
Our sin has separated us from our holy God. 
WE…can’t remove that separation through good behavior or religious activity.
But Jesus Christ… being fully God and fully man… lived the righteous life we failed to live… died on the cross for our sins… and rose from the grave.
He gave Himself as the ransom… the price necessary to secure our freedom.
And because there is one mediator for humanity, every person needs the same Savior… 
___
Friend, I don’t know what brought you here today… I don’t know your story… I don’t know your hopes… your fears… or the burdens you carry…
But I do know what Scripture tells me about you… I know that you’re a sinner… I know that your sin has separated you from God and that you can’t do a single thing about that…
I also know that unless something is done about your sin… you will not go to heaven to be with the Lord…
That may be hard to hear, but I wouldn’t be much of a friend to you if I didn’t tell you the truth.
And the truth is… you need Jesus. 
You need the mercy and grace He offers… You need Him to be your Savior and Your King…
So, if there’s never been a definite time in your life when you’ve acknowledged your sin and cried out to Him for forgiveness, believing in His death, burial, and resurrection as your only hope of heaven… I want to urge you to do that today.
And if you have questions about that… if you’d like to talk to someone… please see me or one of our other pastors in the foyer after the service.
We’ll set up a time to meet when you can make sure that you’re on your way to heaven. There’s nothing in your life that’s more important than that.
And church family… if we believe gospel, then ought to faithfully pray for those who desperately need to hear it.

Acts 22:15 – “For you will be a witness for Him to all men of what you have seen and heard.”
___
So, the first command Paul issues about our worship is to pray.
Paul’s second command is directed specifically to men.
He says…
II. Men must pray in every place without wrath or dissension.
And you say, “Didn’t Paul just tell everyone to pray. Why does he need to tell the men again?
Maybe because they needed to hear it again.
Paul says…
1 Timothy 2:8 – Therefore I want the men in every place to pray, lifting up holy hands, without wrath and dissension.
Now, what’s that “lifting up holy hands” thing about? 
Does that mean if you’re not lifting up your hands when you pray, you’re not doing it right?
No, that’s not Paul’s point.
In ancient times, lifting hands was a common posture of prayer.
We see it referenced multiple times in the Old Testament…
[POWERPOINT ONLY] 1 Kings 8:22 – Then Solomon stood before the altar of the Lord in the presence of all the assembly of Israel and spread out his hands toward heaven.
[POWERPOINT ONLY] Ezra 8:6 – Then Ezra blessed the Lord the great God. And all the people answered, “Amen, Amen!” while lifting up their hands; then they bowed low and worshiped the Lord with their faces to the ground.

Psalm 134:2 – “Behold, bless the Lord, all servants of the Lord, Who serve by night in the house of the Lord! Lift up your hands to the sanctuary And bless the Lord.”
Paul’s concern is for the position of the hands but for what those hands represent. 
See, your hands reflect the activities and character of your life—both good and bad.
For example, God warns the nation of Israel in Isaiah.
[POWERPOINT ONLY] Isaiah 1:15 - “So when you spread out your hands in prayer, I will hide My eyes from you; yes, even though you multiply prayers, I will not listen. Your hands are covered with blood.”
See, even though their hands were lifted in prayer, the Lord refused to hear them because their actions revealed hearts were far from Him.
That’s what counted.
God wants the men of His church to be devoted to Him.
Holy hands belong to a person who isn’t clinging to known sin… nurturing bitterness… or carrying on a private war with everybody who disagrees with him.
And notice the two problems Paul names… wrath and dissension.
That fits what we already know about Ephesus, doesn’t it?
The church was full of fruitless discussion. People were arguing. False teaching had damaged relationships. And Paul tells the men… “You need to stop feeding the conflict… You need to repent… And you need draw near to me.”
Men, we can be very good at convincing ourselves that our anger is righteous… when the truth is that somebody simply got in the way of what we wanted.
We can call it conviction… when it’s really pride.
We can call it leadership… when it’s really a desire for control.
Maybe you’ve experienced this: You walk away from a conversation… but the argument keeps going in your mind.
You replay what the other person said. You prepare your next response. And in the courtroom of your imagination, you win every time.
(Pause)

You know what’s hard to do?... It’s really hard to rehearse all the reasons you’d like to put someone in his place when you’re pleading with the Lord to bless his life. 
___
Men, I need to ask you… what happens when the people around you disappoint you?
Do they experience your patience and humility? Or do they learn to brace themselves for your wrath?
Now, there will be times when you have legitimate reasons to be angry over the way you’ve been treated.
Jesus experienced that. He had every reason to condemn the people who crucified Him. And yet, what did He pray… “Father, forgive them; for they do not know what they do.”
Our prayers out to be characterized by the same forgiving spirit, entrusting God with justice when we have disputes and conflicts.
If we want our prayers to support the advance of the gospel, we can’t hang on to attitudes that make the gospel harder for others to see.
___


So, Paul’s first command about our worship is that we should all pray… 
He, then, commands men to do so without wrath or dissention.
The next commands are given specifically for women… 
And before we dive in… we should acknowledge that we’re about to get into some sensitive territory.
But let’s remember that these commands come from our wise and loving Creator.
Does God ever issue commands to harm us?
No, He loves His children, and His commands are for our good.
When we embrace them… When we live as Jesus intended… you know what we find? 
We find Joy, purpose, and blessing. 
That’s not just a slogan. That’s reality.
So, let’s keep that in mind as we look at the third command, which says that… 
III. Women should dress modestly and prioritize good works.
1 Timothy 2:9-10 - Likewise, I want women to adorn themselves with proper clothing, modestly and discreetly, not with braided hair and gold or pearls or costly garments, but rather by means of good works, as is proper for women making a claim to godliness.
So, let’s be clear…This instruction is not an invitation to inspect everybody else’s wardrobe on the way out of the service… If you leave today thinking your spiritual assignment is to become the church’s fashion police… you have missed the point.
Paul is addressing the heart behind our choices… and the message those choices communicate.
In the ancient world, elaborate hairstyles, gold jewelry, pearls, and expensive clothing advertised wealth and social status.
So, the immediate concern is not simply that clothing can be too revealing. Paul also has in mind clothing and accessories that say, “Hey, everybody, look at me… because I’m something special.”
And before anybody starts undoing braids… or trying to remove a wedding ring that hasn’t moved since the Clinton administration… Paul isn’t saying braids, jewelry, or nice clothing are automatically sinful.
The Proverbs 31 woman wears fine linen and purple. Scripture does not condemn beauty or caring for one’s appearance.
The question is what you are trying to put on display.
Are your choices governed by self-control and consideration for others? Or are they shaped by a desire to attract attention… project status… or make yourself the center of the room?
And although Paul addresses women here, the underlying heart issue is not limited to women.
Men can use clothing, money, accomplishments, physical appearance, or social influence to advertise themselves too.
The larger question is whether our lives direct attention toward us… or toward the Savior we claim to follow.
Paul says the most fitting adornment for a godly woman is not something she purchases. It is good works.
It’s the woman who takes time to encourage someone who is struggling.
It’s the woman who teaches a child the truth of Scripture… welcomes a new family… provides a meal… speaks wisely into a younger woman’s life… or serves faithfully when nobody else notices.
That kind of beauty does not depend on age, income, body type, or the latest fashion trend.
Our culture works hard to convince women that their value depends on whether they are attractive enough, fashionable enough, or impressive enough.
God offers something better. He calls His daughters to a beauty rooted in character… expressed in love… and strengthened by His grace.
And unlike a lot of what the world calls beautiful… it becomes more compelling over time.
Now, let me add a necessary word for the men.
If a man responds to a woman with lust, that man is responsible before God for his own thoughts and actions. A woman’s choices never excuse a man’s sin.
At the same time, every Christian is responsible to make choices that reflect love for God and consideration for others.
So, the goal isn’t legalism. It isn’t a list of approved fabrics, acceptable hemlines, or how much somebody is allowed to spend.
The goal is a heart that says, “I want what people see in me to fit with what I say about Jesus.”
___
So, the first command about our worship is that we should all pray… 
The second is that men should do so without wrath or dissention.
Third, women should dress modestly and prioritize good works
And finally…
IV. Women must learn quietly and submissively.
1 Timothy 2:11-12 – A woman must quietly receive instruction with entire submissiveness. But I do not allow a woman to teach or exercise authority over a man, but to remain quiet.
I recognize that those verses can sound difficult… especially if you have seen authority used to belittle women, dismiss their concerns, or excuse sinful behavior.
If that has been your experience, I want you to know that mistreatment of women does not result from obeying God’s Word. It is a violation of God’s Word.
Men and women are equally created in the image of God. They possess equal dignity… equal value… equal access to Christ… and equal standing as heirs of His grace.
Nothing in this passage changes that.
So let’s pay careful attention to what Paul actually says.
First… “A woman must… receive instruction.”
That means women are expected to learn the Word of God.
They are not second-class disciples. They are not present merely to support everybody else’s spiritual growth. They are to know Scripture, understand sound doctrine, and grow in their relationship with Christ.
And we should be deeply grateful for the women in our church family who study God’s Word carefully… ask thoughtful questions… and help others understand what the Bible teaches.
The word “quietly” does not mean women are never allowed to speak.
Earlier in this chapter, Paul uses related language to describe the “tranquil and quiet life” he desires for the whole church.
He’s describing a settled, teachable disposition… not requiring that women become voiceless.
And “submissiveness” does not mean surrendering discernment or tolerating abusive leadership.
It means receiving God’s Word with a willing respect for the order He has established in His church.
In fact, every Christian is responsible to receive God’s Word with humility. A man who sits under biblical teaching with a proud and combative spirit isn’t obeying God either.
Submission in the church is never blind allegiance to a personality. Our ultimate authority is Christ… and faithful leaders are accountable to teach what He has said, not whatever serves their own interests.
So what is the restriction in verse 12?
Paul says he does not permit a woman to teach or exercise authority over a man in the gathered church.
In context, this refers to the authoritative teaching and oversight entrusted to qualified pastors or elders.
And if you continue into chapter 3, you find the qualifications for those leaders spelled out more fully.
This is not a declaration that every man has authority over every woman.
And it does not mean every man is qualified to lead. A man who lacks godly character does not become qualified simply because he is male.
Nor is Paul saying women may never teach.
Titus 2 instructs older women to teach and train younger women. Timothy himself learned the Scriptures through the faithful influence of his mother and grandmother.
And in Acts 18, Priscilla and her husband helped Apollos understand the way of God more accurately.
The church needs the wisdom, gifts, service, and biblical insight of godly women.
Our children need women who will open the Scriptures. Younger women need older women who will speak truth into their lives. And the whole church benefits when women use their gifts for the good of the body.
The issue is not whether women have meaningful ministry. They do.
And if a church uses this passage as an excuse to ignore women’s gifts, discourage their growth, or treat their contributions as unimportant… that church has failed to appreciate the women Christ has given to His body.
The issue is whether we will trust God’s plan for teaching and leadership within His church.
And Paul gives two reasons for that plan.
A. Because God created Adam first then Eve.
1 Timothy 2:13 – For it was Adam who was first created, and then Eve.
Paul doesn’t ground his instruction in the preferences of first-century Ephesus.
He takes us back to creation… before false teaching… before cultural customs… and even before sin entered the world.
God formed Adam first. Then He created Eve as a fitting partner… equal in dignity… different in role… and necessary to the work God intended them to accomplish together.
The point is not that being created first makes men more valuable.
If creation order determined value, we would need to start taking leadership advice from the livestock.
The point is that God established an order with purpose. And Paul says that order has implications for leadership in the household of God.
Now, biblical authority is never permission to dominate.
When Jesus described leadership among His followers, He said the greatest must become a servant.
So if a man uses this passage to protect his ego… silence correction… or demand that everybody revolve around him… he is not reflecting the leadership of Jesus.
Qualified church leaders are called to teach faithfully, protect the flock, welcome accountability, and care for people who belong to Christ.
The second reason Paul gives is…
B. Because Eve was deceived, not Adam.
1 Timothy 2:14 – And it was not Adam who was deceived, but the woman being deceived, fell into transgression.
That verse is not saying women are less intelligent than men… or that women are naturally incapable of understanding the truth.
If that were the point, Paul would not have just commanded women to learn.
And Scripture certainly doesn’t allow men to congratulate themselves for superior spiritual judgment.
Adam knew God’s command. He was present. And instead of protecting his wife and obeying the Lord, he followed her into sin.
Eve was deceived. Adam disobeyed with his eyes open. Neither one has anything to brag about.
Paul’s point is that the fall involved a distortion of God’s created order.
The serpent challenged God’s Word… Eve listened to the deception… and Adam failed to exercise faithful leadership.
And the result was devastation.
(Show diagram)
That matters in Ephesus because false teachers were once again introducing deception into the household of God.
The church needed qualified leaders who would hold firmly to the truth… resist false teaching… and protect God’s people from spiritual harm.
Men, that should not produce pride. It should produce humility.
If God calls you to lead in your home or qualifies you to lead in His church, you are being called to responsibility… not privilege.
You are accountable for the way you handle His Word… the way you care for people… and the example you set.
And you need the same grace, the same correction, and the same Savior everybody else needs.
Paul closes with a verse that has generated a lot of discussion… but the emphasis is ultimately hopeful.
C. Yet there is hope for salvation demonstrated by living as God designed.
1 Timothy 2:15 – But women will be preserved through the bearing of children if they continue in faith and love and sanctity with self-restraint.
This is one of those verses that causes you to rip the needle off record.
What on earth does that mean?
And is confusing enough in the New American Standard, but if you’re reading a different translation— like the NIV or ESV or King James or any number of other translations—then you’re probably really confused because in those translations, Paul doesn’t say women will be preserved through the bearing of children, no, he says women will be SAVED through childbearing.
Say what now?
Did Paul just say the women earn salvation by having kids?
Is that what he really said?
Because if that’s the case, what do you do with the fact that not all women get married… and not all women have children…
Does that mean those women can’t be saved?
Is that really what Paul is saying? What on earth is he talking about here?
You’re probably aware that one of the chief principles of Bible interpretation is that when the plain sense makes good sense, seek no other sense.
The problem with this verse is that the plain sense— women will be saved through childbearing—doesn’t make good sense… because it contradicts everything Paul has said about salvation throughout the New Testament.
And the Apostle Paul doesn’t just change his mind willy-nilly about important points of doctrine. 
Throughout the New Testament, he doubles down on the gospel of grace.
In fact, earlier this year, we studied an entire book—the Book of Galatians—in which Paul argued vehemently that salvation comes by grace alone, through faith, alone, in the person and work of Jesus Christ alone… and not by human effort.
Frankly, I can think a few things in life that require more human effort than bearing children. 
So, that can’t possibly mean that women are saved through childbearing.
Paul is not gonna toss salvation by grace out the window. He’s not gonna contradict himself like that.
And we know that our God is not a god of contradiction.

So, what is Paul saying here?
Well, what has Paul BEEN saying? What does the context of this statement tell us.
In addressing the way women are to function with in church gatherings, Paul has been pointing to God’s design.
And that’s what he continues to do here.
Bearing children is one of the most prominent expressions marks of the way God has designed women. 
If you were to speak to a three year-old about the differences between men and women, one of the first things you’ll tell that three year-old is that only women have babies.
Now, I know that our world is really confused about this topic. Many people have a hard time acknowledging realities that couldn’t be plainer.
I mean, there are a lot of people who have gone Coco for cuckoo puffs.
And one of the realities, our world struggles with is how to define what a woman is.
God has made this very clear. And he did so from the very beginning.
Only women bear children. That’s God’s design.
Now, I know that what I just said it’s hard for some women to hear. Because they wanna be moms, but they haven’t found a godly man to marry. Or they are married, but to this point, God has not allowed them to conceive.
And for many women, that is very painful.
And if I just described your situation, I have great compassion for you.… But more importantly, our God has compassion for you, and I pray that he would comfort you in your pain.
You are suffering one of the many hardships that comes from living in a world where the curse of sin has corrupted God‘s perfect design.
But it’s God‘s UNCORRUPTED design that Paul references in this verse

And he uses childbearing as a catch-all term to refer to the way God has designed women are to function… saying that women will be saved – or better understood – will evidence their salvation… as they function according to God‘s design… 
In other words… the question is not, “How can a woman earn her salvation?” The question is, “What does a saved woman look like?
It’s a woman who trusts God and embraces His good purposes for her life.
And that’s essentially what the rest of verse 15 says… “As they continue in faith and love and sanctity with self restraint… 
Those characteristics give evidence of the Spirit’s work in the life of a believer.

They do not PURCHASE salvation. They’re the marks of salvation.
And that principle applies whether a woman is raising children, serving in the church, functioning with integrity in the workplace, or honoring the Lord in countless other ways.
So let’s come back to where we started.
Timothy was facing a divided church… confused teaching… damaged relationships… and a difficult assignment.
Paul’s answer call the church back to dependence on God and conduct shaped by the gospel.
Pray for all kinds of people… including the leaders you find difficult.
Men… put away anger and dissension… and lead with humble, holy hands.
Women… pursue the lasting beauty of good works… and keep growing in the truth of God’s Word.
And together… glorify the God who gave His Son to rescue as a ransom for sinners.
And when that gospel shapes the way we corporately worship… our church is better prepared to advance the mission Jesus has given us.
Let’s pray.
