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A Good Fight Fueled by Grace
#2 1 Timothy 1:8-20

1 Timothy 3:14–15 I am writing these things to you, hoping to come to you before long; 15 but in case I am delayed, I write so that you will know how one ought to conduct himself in the household of God, which is the church of the living God, the pillar and support of the truth.
Question…”where is the household of God”…he defines it as “the church”…but where is that? 
· In other words, if this letter is intended to help us…
Living as Jesus Intended
What areas of life is that talking about? 
· Is that just talking about what happens on a Sunday morning? 
· Is that just talking about what is happening on Wednesday night or an official ministry event of the church? 
The answer of course is no. Living as Jesus intended isn’t just for when we are gathered together.
The household of God carries with it the connotation of being a part of a family. Being part of the family of God has implications for how you conduct yourself when you are gathered together with your family, but also when you are not with your family. 
The same way fidelity in marriage is demonstrated not just by being loving and kind and faithful when your spouse is around, but by conducting yourself in a way that is trustworthy and faithful even when your spouse isn’t around. 
Now, you say, “Okay, that’s all well and good, but Greg, why are you making a big deal out of that?” 
1) As Pastor Rob has mentioned, part of the reason for going through 1 Timothy is to think about matters of church polity and potential constitutional changes. 
a. 1 Timothy has a lot to say about church governance and lots to say that is obviously very important for church leaders. 
So I could definitely see the average church member or congregant thinking, [1] “Church polity is perhaps the least exciting subject in the whole Bible to me…so I’m not all that excited about this.” Or [2] maybe you are interested since you don’t know much about church polity and governance so you’re excited to learn, but you might not be thinking that it’s going to be really, practically valuable for your life. 
So my point in bringing up the question of where the household of God is to help you begin to understand that Paul is concerned with the conduct of Christians everywhere, including when they gather together. 
· And the conversations that will come up about church polity are vitally important if you care about living for God outside of the assembled gatherings on Sunday mornings. 
Elders are certainly charged with teaching sound doctrine to the congregation. But the congregation in turn is to learn and apply that sound doctrine. 
· Elders are certainly charged with guarding the congregation from false teaching, but the congregation is also responsible to not follow false teaching but instead to follow sound doctrine. 
And church governance and polity is part of sound doctrine.
Now, for our text today…
1 Timothy 1:8-12 
A Good Fight Fueled by Grace
Say it in a Sentence: The Right Understanding of the Law and Grace transforms lives and preserves the gospel. 
Proper use of the law illuminates grace
Paul very clearly says in v.8, “But we know that the law is good, if one uses it lawfully…”
Why would he tell us that? 
· Let’s remember the context of what comes just before….
1 Timothy 1:3, 6-7 As I urged you upon my departure for Macedonia, remain on at Ephesus so that you may instruct certain men not to teach strange doctrines…6 For some men, straying from these things, have turned aside to fruitless discussion, 7 wanting to be teachers of the Law, even though they do not understand either what they are saying or the matters about which they make confident assertions.
So it is quite clear that the false teachers are teaching the law, but they don’t understand what they are saying or the matters about which they make confident assertions.
Therefore, Paul wants Timothy and the church at Ephesus to know for sure that…
Recognize that the law is good
1 Timothy 1:8 But we know that the Law is good, if one uses it lawfully,
So the false teachers were using the law in some way that might lead to an overcorrection by some…they are using the law in a bad way which means that we should just not use the law, because the law is no good.
Paul addresses that overcorrection as plain as day.
WE KNOW THAT THE LAW IS GOOD.
But he caveats that…the law is good IF one uses it lawfully!
· That’s a very important caveat and we learn a couple very important things about the use of the law.
1) The law can be used unlawfully. In other words, there is a use of the law that actually goes against the law!
a. There is a use of the law that is illegal! 
2) Because Paul has stated that the law is good IF it’s used lawfully, we know that the goodness of the laws are not the question.
So the law that is being talked about here is definitely the Mosaic Law…there is absolutely no problem with the goodness of the Mosaic Law. 
That’s why Paul concludes about the law in Romans 7 that…
Romans 7:12 So then, the Law is holy, and the commandment is holy and righteous and good.
But just because the laws are perfect, holy, righteous and good doesn’t mean that their use cannot be unrighteous. 
So the law can be used unlawfully, and that has nothing to do with any defect in the law. 
Now hopefully that’s clear, but maybe you’re thinking, “And who cares?”
· That’s a legit question…let me show you why this matters.
One of the perfect, holy and righteous commandments that I’m assuming practically everyone here would agree with is, “Thou shall not commit adultery.” 
That’s good, that righteous, that’s holy. 
But what if I use that law to say to say to my spouse, “We’re just friends! Just because I text her and go out to lunch with her doesn’t mean I’m breaking any commitment and vow to you! I’m not committing adultery, therefore you need to get off my back and let me continue having this one-on-one friendship with another woman.” 
Does that constitute a lawful use of the law? 
Or how about, “Pornography isn’t adultery therefore you have no grounds to divorce me?” 
Does that constitute a lawful use of the law?  
Jesus surely didn’t think so…
Matthew 5:27–28 27 “You have heard that it was said, ‘YOU SHALL NOT COMMIT ADULTERY’; 28 but I say to you that everyone who looks at a woman with lust for her has already committed adultery with her in his heart.
So one unlawful use of the law is to know the law well so that you can justify your behavior on technicalities of the law.
This kind of use of the law just comes so natural to us…
· Even a young child understands this…
· Son, I want you to take 2 more bites…and what size bites does he take? 
· Well technically didn’t he take 2 more bites? 
But then there is the unlawful use of the law that goes the other way! There is the person that knows the law well, so that they can use technicalities in order to trap, control and manipulate others. 
What does this look like? 
Isn’t that what the Scribes, pharisees and Sadducees were doing when they were questioning Jesus during the Passover week before he was crucified? 
· They were asking him questions and testing him to try and catch him on some technicality.
That’s why Matthew 22:34-35 says…
Matthew 22:34–35 34 But when the Pharisees heard that Jesus had silenced the Sadducees, they gathered themselves together. 35 One of them, a lawyer, asked Him a question, testing Him,
Then of course just after they test him we read this in Mark…
Mark 12:41–13:2 41 And He sat down opposite the treasury, and began observing how the people were putting money into the treasury; and many rich people were putting in large sums. 42 A poor widow came and put in two small copper coins, which amount to a cent. 43 Calling His disciples to Him, He said to them, “Truly I say to you, this poor widow put in more than all the contributors to the treasury; 44 for they all put in out of their surplus, but she, out of her poverty, put in all she owned, all she had to live on.” 1 As He was going out of the temple, one of His disciples said to Him, “Teacher, behold what wonderful stones and what wonderful buildings!” 2 And Jesus said to him, “Do you see these great buildings? Not one stone will be left upon another which will not be torn down.”
The leaders are trying to catch Jesus on a technicality, and simultaneously there use of the law has a poor widow put in ONE PENNY as a contribution which is ALL SHE HAD TO LIVE ON.
True religion is to care for orphans and widows. There is a widow who presumably puts in the last of her money and then will be dead soon…
The Pharisees use of the law…the righteous, holy and good law was being used to trap the righteous one—Jesus and take advantage of the poor. 
Yikes…
There is a 3rd way the law can be used unlawfully that we see in the next point…the law is to positively be used to…
Use the Law to teach right living
1 Timothy 1:9 - …realizing the fact that law is not made for a righteous person, but for those who are lawless and rebellious, for the ungodly and sinners, for the unholy and profane, for those who kill their fathers or mothers, for murderers…
So the 3rd way the law is used unlawfully is if it is used to punish the righteous and reward the wicked.
So for example, the law thou shall not steal is not there for people that don’t steal. Instead, it’s there to restrain, hinder and punish thieves and potential thieves.  
But what we’re actually seeing on a rather large scale is the law in this country being twisted to reward the lawbreaker.
· You may ask, “How so?” 
· Laws are being changed and rewritten with lawbreakers in mind! Not with the righteous in mind.
For example, many drug laws are being changed and written seeking to prevent drug charges from happening that put felonies on people’s records that make it hard for them to get jobs, and so forth.
· So that’s one reason why states are decriminalizing drugs and making things more lenient…it’s in favor of lawbreakers, rather than in favor of law abiding people. 
You could sum up this 3rd unlawful use of the law under the category of lawlessness. And sadly, there is a fair bit of talk about grace and saved by grace that ends up being lawlessness.
· If you’re saved by grace that means that you have no condemnation because everything past, present and future is forgiven by Jesus, therefore you can continue in sin. 
That is clear false teaching. Salvation by works is obviously false teaching. But salvation without a new heart, and new desires and any real discernable change is false teaching as well. 
That’s why Paul wraps up his long list of unrighteous people and activities with vv.10-11…
1 Timothy 1:10-11 - …whatever else is contrary to sound teaching, according to the glorious gospel of the blessed God, with which I have been entrusted.
Righteousness is based on the glorious gospel. Someone who has placed there faith and trust in the glorious gospel of the blessed God will desire to conduct themselves in accordance with sound teaching, and conduct that flows out of the gospel. 
And if you remember what Paul told Timothy the goal of his instruction was? 
1 Timothy 1:5 5 But the goal of our instruction is love from a pure heart and a good conscience and a sincere faith.
A proper understanding and application of the law will demonstrate love towards God and love towards others.
That’s why Paul said in Romans… 
Romans 13:9–10 9 For this, “YOU SHALL NOT COMMIT ADULTERY, YOU SHALL NOT MURDER, YOU SHALL NOT STEAL, YOU SHALL NOT COVET,” and if there is any other commandment, it is summed up in this saying, “YOU SHALL LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR AS YOURSELF.” 10 Love does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore love is the fulfillment of the law.
To continue in sin and breaking the law is to continue in selfishness which is the opposite of love. 
So the law should point people to what genuine love is…what genuine righteousness is. 
· And when you see the law as codifying your responsibility to love your neighbor as yourself…and to do that perfectly, that’s when the law will rightly bring you to see your hopelessly lost condition and your need for the gospel…
So one of the lawful uses of the law is to point you to your need for Jesus Christ.
Romans 3:19–20 19 Now we know that whatever the Law says, it speaks to those who are under the Law, so that every mouth may be closed and all the world may become accountable to God; 20 because by the works of the Law no flesh will be justified in His sight; for through the Law comes the knowledge of sin.
A right and lawful use of the law will bring you to the point of shutting your mouth, because you know there is no excuse and no justification that could ever get you out from under the just wrath of God as a lawbreaker.
And that’s why the law should help us….
Give glory to God in how the gospel fulfills the Law
And this is why what comes next in Romans is so important…a right use of the law makes it clear that none of us will be able to stand before God and be counted righteous. We will be counted law breakers and receive the just punishment for being unrighteous…
But the good news of the gospel is that…
Romans 3:21–22 21 But now apart from the Law the righteousness of God has been manifested, being witnessed by the Law and the Prophets, 22 even the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all those who believe; for there is no distinction;
Our memory verse for the month as a church is…
Genesis 3:15 - And I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your seed and her seed; He shall bruise you on the head, and you shall bruise him on the heel.
This verse is all about how God determined to send his Son Jesus from the very beginning in order to crush that ancient serpent’s head, who is Satan, and overcome the curse of sin. 
A lawbreaker…like Adam, like Eve…like every single offspring from them…except one…they all were lawbreakers and unrighteous and had no power to reverse the curse or make others righteous. 
But there was one offspring…born of a virgin…Jesus Christ. He was born sinless, lived sinless, conceived by the Holy Spirit, and was not a lawbreaker. He came to fulfill the law for us, so that we might become righteous…
That’s why Jesus taught this about the law…
Matthew 5:17-19 - Do not think that I came to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I did not come to abolish but to fulfill. For truly I say to you, until heaven and earth pass away, not the smallest letter or stroke shall pass from the Law until all is accomplished. Whoever then annuls one of the least of these commandments, and teaches others to do the same, shall be called least in the kingdom of heaven; but whoever keeps and teaches them, he shall be called great in the kingdom of heaven. 
Lawbreakers deserve death. The righteous deserve and are promised life. 
· That’s why when Jesus died he didn’t stay dead. He truly was righteous and could not be held by the law in the grave.
And it’s by faith in Jesus Christ’s righteous life and his sacrificial death on the cross that the righteous requirement of the law can be fulfilled in you so that you too will not be held by death, but be raised up to everlasting life.
So if you’ve never genuinely trusted in Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior…as your righteousness and your resurrection. I hope that you feel convicted and compelled by Christ to repent and believe today. 
So a lawful and right use of the law should illuminate our need for grace. 
· Parents…I hope you really chew on the proper use of the law with your children.
· There are all kinds of parenting philosophies out there that use the law unlawfully.
· We don’t have time to unpack them, but if you want your children to understand grace and their need for Jesus then a proper use of the law is critical! 
Where Paul goes next in the text is to his personal testimony in order to highlight how…
Grace Transforms Lives
The purpose of this section right here is to contrast the difference between the results of false teaching and the results of sound doctrine that is found in the glorious gospel of the of the blessed God. 
The false teachers are teaching false doctrine, and devoted to myths and endless genealogies according to vv.3-4. They are desiring to be teachers of law but teaching wrongly.
So what we just looked at in vv.8-11 was Paul explaining the right use of the law which should lead to living like v.11 describes…
1 Timothy 1:11 according to the glorious gospel of the blessed God, with which I have been entrusted. 
It should lead to life that is characterized by…
1 Timothy 1:5 5 But the goal of our instruction is love from a pure heart and a good conscience and a sincere faith.
And that’s what we see in Paul’s transformed life.
1. Grace transformed Paul’s life
1 Timothy 1:12-13 - I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who has strengthened me, because He considered me faithful, putting me into service, even though I was formerly a blasphemer and a persecutor and a violent aggressor. Yet I was shown mercy because I acted ignorantly in unbelief…
These verses are absolutely stunning for a couple of reasons! 
1) According to v.12 why was Paul strengthened by Christ Jesus? 
The text says because Jesus considered Paul faithful.
· Wow…that is absolutely wild! 
· In what sense was Paul faithful? 
Even one of his descriptions of himself before coming to know Christ right at the end of v.13 was “acting ignorantly in…UNBELIEF”
· Unbelief is the same word as “faithful” just with an alpha pre-fix meaning “no.” 
So v.12 says Jesus considered Paul faithful. But v.13 describes Paul as “acting ignorantly in ‘no-faithfulness’”. 
And of course you have the other descriptions of Paul in v.13…
· Blasphemer, persecutor (of the church) and a violent aggressor…again of the church! 
So how is it that Jesus considered Paul faithful, and appointed him to service? 
· It was by GRACE!! 
Augustine put it this way, “God does not choose a person who is worthy, but by the act of choosing him he makes him worthy.” 
· [Repeat] “God does not choose a person who is worthy, but by the act of choosing him he makes him worthy.”
Christian…what does this mean for you?
· [1] if you have been strengthened by Jesus and appointed to service for him it’s because of God’s grace, not because of your ability, skills or adherence to the law. 
· If God has blessed your marriage…if God has blessed your children do you get to credit your ability to obey God and obey the law? 
· Do you get to credit your understanding of God’s Word to your study and pursuit of the Lord? 
· NO! If you are saved by grace, strengthened by grace, appointed to service by grace, then you get to humbly give all glory and praise to Jesus…which is what he does in v.14
1 Timothy 1:14 - …and the grace of our Lord was more than abundant, with the faith and love which are found in Christ Jesus.
· But Christian this also means [2] that if you view yourself unworthy, not good enough, not strong enough for service to the Lord…you’re not viewing yourself through the lens of grace.
· You’re viewing yourself through law, and as a failure according to the law. Which is true, but that should lead you to rejoice in the transforming power of the gospel of grace! 
So for those of you who are married…do you feel like you’ve failed as a husband or a wife…you have judged yourself unfaithful and therefore you’re depressed, despairing, and thinking well it’s been this way for 20 years so it’s probably too far gone? 
· That’s a wrong use of the law…that’s an unlawful use of the law that hasn’t brought you to see the grace of God! 
For those who aren’t married…teens, young adults, those who are dating, engaged…if you’ve failed and entered into sexual immorality do you judge yourself unfaithful, and continue to engage in sexual immorality because you’ve already tainted your record? 
· That’s an unlawful use of the law…there is false doctrine that you’re believing if your failure isn’t leading you to the amazing, overflowing grace of Jesus Christ! 
Jesus considers his children worthy, because of his grace not because of their works. And if he has chosen you, then he absolutely intends to put you into service. 
One last thing that I find very important about this passage…notice the reason Paul says he was shown mercy…
1 Timothy 1:13 …Yet I was shown mercy because I acted ignorantly in unbelief;
· He acted ignorantly IN unbelief.
How many of you have used ignorance as an excuse? 
· For example…like I didn’t know that yelling at my children was sinful? I grew up in a home that yelling was the normal volume.
· Or I didn’t know what sexual immorality…let alone morality was…I grew up in a godless home. 
There are tons of examples where we claim ignorance and think that’s an excuse for our sin.
· But notice that Paul connects his ignorance to unbelief. 
· Why did Paul act ignorantly? Because of unbelief.
Here’s my point that I really think many people need to think about…ignorance is a real category. But our ignorance and not turning towards Jesus is connected to our deep seated unbelief.
· And therefore ignorance needs to the mercy and grace of God. 
· Ignorance is not a legitimate excuse…ignorance must be confessed and repented of! 
Perhaps this will make sense to you…as children we are so incredibly ignorant! We just don’t know hardly anything when we are children…and yet we don’t believe that we are ignorant! 
That’s why children argue with their parents, and rebel and struggle to obey and look for wisdom from their parents…children think they know…but they don’t. So they act ignorantly, because they are and their ignorance is in unbelief!
The point is, you need to see ignorance being connected to unbelief so that you’ll not excuse it, but repent from it and praise God for his overflow grace that offers…
Grace offers new beginnings
It offers a new life that is not ignorant or unbelieving! 
1 Timothy 1:15 - It is a trustworthy statement, deserving full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, among whom I am foremost of all. 
Notice the new beginnings are not disconnected from what came before though…
· Paul is saved totally by grace, but he remembers and gives testimony to who he was before he was saved!
· And as we will see in just a moment, Paul’s blaspheming, persecuting, violent aggressor life before coming to Christ did not hinder his joy in Jesus, it did not hinder his service to Jesus, it did not hinder his ability to bring glory to Christ, but actually served to bring him greater joy in Jesus, and greater service to Jesus and greater glory to Jesus! 
So Christian friend…if you’re here and you’re hiding things…your thinking no one can no that because that would ruin things…
· You have an unlawful use of the law stuck in your head and heart. You need to bring those things into the light and trust the overflowing grace of God to save sinners!
If you haven’t trusted in Jesus…I hope you grasp from Paul’s testimony, which we’ll see more of in just a moment, that there is no sin, no level of ignorance or failure that could put you into the category of too far gone. 
· Romans 5 says where sin abounds, grace abounds much more! 
· Paul is the foremost of all sinners, because in his sin and ignorance he directly went after the things of God!
· He attacked the church and killed Christians, seeking to stamp out the name of Jesus Christ! 
I’m sure there are women here and men here who decided to move forward with an abortion…maybe once maybe many times…you may feel that the murder of child is too much.
· Paul’s testimony is an example to you so that you would know that God’s grace overflows to you by faith…
Romans 10:9-10 - …that if you confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord, and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved; for with the heart a person believes, resulting in righteousness, and with the mouth he confesses, resulting in salvation.
1 Timothy 1:16 16 Yet for this reason I found mercy, so that in me as the foremost, Jesus Christ might demonstrate His perfect patience as an example for those who would believe in Him for eternal life. 
Paul was saved and chosen as an apostle so that no one would be able to say, “Well you don’t know what I’ve done. God could never forgive me.” 
· By far the most influential apostle of Jesus Christ and the greatest evangelist and church planter the world has ever seen was saved and appointed to service so that you’d know Jesus’ perfect patience and grace leading towards eternal life is available to you by faith. 
Christian…do you use your testimony like Paul does? 
· Paul puts out the worst things he’s ever done…not to his own glory but to the glory and praise of Jesus Christ! 
· Jesus gets glory by overcoming and transforming sinners!
· Sadly, we often hide our sin and don’t want anyone to know…not because we desire to bring glory to Jesus and the power of his blood to cover sin, but because we desire to bring glory to ourselves.
This is one of the reasons why I did an FCI class last year called, “My 5 Biggest Mistakes.” 
· I did my 5 mistakes because I had 5 weeks…and I called them mistakes because it sounded better than my 5 biggest sins. But that’s essentially what it was! If I had more weeks, I would have gone over more sins! 
The story of Greg Wetterlin isn’t good kid, that was diligent, that obeyed God and became a pastor and continues as a pastor because of how faithful he is. 
· That’s just not it! 
· I trusted in Jesus when I was young, but remember how I said that kids are ignorant but they don’t believe it? 
· That was so true…I thought I was really smart and really capable and in control of my life.
· By God’s grace he did some major shaking up of my life and redirecting of my life senior year of high school and freshman year at Purdue. 
· Had he not done that…whew the trajectory of my life would not have lead to being trained or qualified to be an elder. 
I remember at start of Restoration…I was pretty sure I was going to take the $100k of seed money that was to pay me and run the ministry and burn through that in like 6 months and be fired…or maybe not fired but worked myself into unemployment since there would be no money left. 
It was as clear as day, that it wasn’t my incredibly ingenuity and ideas and frugality that somehow got us beyond 6 months to where we are today 10 years later.
· However, there was a point probably years ago where things were going really well for Restoration and I started to think, “You know I am pretty good at this. I have figured out how to make this work. I have built something that is self-sustaining and impressive, it’s time to start thinking about expanding rapidly and probably consulting, writing books, etc.” 
· What do you think the Lord did in the next year? 
· He sent plenty of challenges in all forms that humbled me, ripped my prideful pants to shreds and reminded me that success, sanctification, growth, perseverance, knowledge and wisdom is due to God’s grace.
If that’s true, then what should the response be…
Grace motivates us to live in response to the gospel
1 Timothy 1:16 - Yet for this reason I found mercy, so that in me as the foremost, Jesus Christ might demonstrate His perfect patience as an example for those who would believe in Him for eternal life. 
And what primarily is that response? It to give thanks and praise and glory to God!
1 Timothy 1:17 - Now to the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and glory forever and ever. Amen.
Grace should always produce, humble, joyful, grateful praise to God for his glory! 
· We are so prone to forget grace and start to boast when things go well.
· We are so prone to forget grace when we fail and sin, and then we get depressed and hopeless.
God’s grace produces gratitude and hope when we fail…which is often! And God’s grace produces gratitude and hope for continued growth, perseverance and humility when things are going well. 
Finally…
Living for Christ Means Rejecting False Teaching
Remember what was the point of vv.12-17…why Paul’s testimony?
· Paul’s testimony demonstrates the stark contrast between the sound doctrine found in the gospel of grace, and the false doctrine that uses the law unlawfully. 
So now in vv.18 he returns to his main argument and reason for the letter.
Timothy is to deal with people that are not loving others because they have swerved from a pure heart, good conscience and sincere faith.
So Paul brings up the main charge to Timothy again but puts it positively and directly to Timothy and how he is supposed to go about this task…
And he characterizes it as a fight…
1. Fight the good fight by holding fast the gospel
He says…
1 Timothy 1:18-19 - This command I entrust to you, Timothy, my son, in accordance with the prophecies previously made concerning you, that by them you fight the good fight, keeping faith and a good conscience, which some have rejected and suffered shipwreck in regard to their faith.
Notice how he commands Timothy to fight the good fight…
· There are 2 things…1) remember the prophecies made about you. And then 2) hold the faith and a good conscience.
So first, the prophecies probably refers to something like what happened to Paul and Barnabas in Acts 13.
Acts 13:1–3 1 Now there were at Antioch, in the church that was there, prophets and teachers: Barnabas, and Simeon who was called Niger, and Lucius of Cyrene, and Manaen who had been brought up with Herod the tetrarch, and Saul. 2 While they were ministering to the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, “Set apart for Me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them.” 3 Then, when they had fasted and prayed and laid their hands on them, they sent them away.
So the prophecies probably refers to the commissioning and encouragement from others and the laying on of hands for Timothy. So remember back to his calling is part of how he’s going to wage the good warfare and complete the mission at hand.
But secondly and the one that I’m most interested for us…
Hold faith and a good conscience.
· Notice the consequence of not waging the good warfare by holding faith and a good conscience.
1 Timothy 1:19 keeping faith and a good conscience, which some have rejected and suffered shipwreck in regard to their faith.
Now the Greek is more clear than the English here. But the ESV actually shows the Greek behind the English better.
1 Timothy 1:19 (ESV) holding faith and a good conscience. By rejecting this (singular), some have made shipwreck of their faith
In Greek the relative pronoun is singular, so it’s pointing back to one thing…either to faith or to a good conscience.
And for 2 reasons it seems clear that the rejection of the good conscience is the key issue.
1) Relative pronouns tend to point back to what is closest which is “a good conscience.”
2) The rejection of this, ends up shipwrecking what? FAITH.
It would certainly go without saying that if someone rejects the faith, that their faith will be ruined or shipwrecked. That’s not a surprise at all.
But the surprise for most people is that they claim to believe, they claim to have faith, they claim that they are holding on to faith and then seemingly out of nowhere to people watching their faith is shipwrecked and destroyed. 
How does that happen? 
· By rejecting THIS…by rejecting a good conscience.
So what does it look like or feel like to reject a good conscience? 
· Your conscience is your inner compass…distinct from the Holy Spirit that helps you know right from wrong. 
· Your conscience is definitely not always right.
· There are things that you believe are right that you do, that aren’t right. And your conscience needs to be trained.
· But there are things that your consciences believes are wrong, that you do anyway! 
And to reject a good conscience is to essentially silence your conscience every time it pricks you saying, ”That’s wrong don’t do it” and you do it anyway. 
· And the to fully reject a good conscience is then to hide it, cover it up, or justify it, even though you know its wrong. 
So one of the quickest tests to figure out whether you are rejecting a good conscience or not, is to think about the things that you feel compelled to hid and cover up. That you don’t want others to know about. To do those things, and not be honest about it is rejecting a good conscience.
I’m 100% certain that there are men, women, teens and children here that are currently rejecting a good conscience WHILE trying to hold onto faith. 
Please here the word of the Lord…if you do not repent and bring those things to the light you will shipwreck your faith. You cannot wage good warfare by only holding to faith and rejecting a good conscience.
Psalm 139:23-24 - Search me, O God, and know my heart; try me and know my anxious thoughts; and see if there be any hurtful way in me, and lead me in the everlasting way.
Paul warns Timothy not to shipwreck his faith by doing what the false teachers did…
And then he even calls out 2 false teachers that made a shipwreck of their faith by rejecting a good conscience…
With grace and love, call out false teachers
1 Timothy 1:19-20 - …keeping faith and a good conscience, which some have rejected and suffered shipwreck in regard to their faith. Among these are Hymenaeus and Alexander, whom I have handed over to Satan, so that they will be taught not to blaspheme.
I don’t know if you think it’s harsh for people to called out by name…but there is a pattern for that in Scripture. 
· I think one of the challenges in our world today is that so much teaching comes from outside of the church.
· Probably many members of our church receive more teaching through books, podcasts, and online sermons from other places than you do from the elders here at Faith. 
· So it certainly raises the question of how much time should we spend calling out names of false teachers in the culture? 
I’ll tell you part of the problem with that…I can’t keep up with all the teachers in the world! 
· So I’m not sure how much energy should go to dealing with false teachers outside. 
But no question about it, Paul calls out 2 teachers by name that were at Ephesus.
· And when Paul says he has handed them over to Satan, that is a “church discipline” phrase. 
· Essentially Paul has used his apostolic authority to remove these guys from being teachers and remove them from membership of the church. 
Now maybe you’re thinking, “Whew! I’m not a teacher so I’m not in danger of being handed over to Satan so I learn not to blaspheme.”
· That is certainly true if you’re not a teacher…you’re not in danger of this specifically.
But what is sobering is that these 2 guys didn’t start off obviously false. They didn’t have a ministry that was obviously bad. They were not obviously ungodly. 
· But by rejecting a good conscience, over time their character was revealed and over time their teaching shifted towards being false. \
So here’s the warning to you…if teachers who are spending lots of time in the Bible and seeking to understand God’s word can shipwreck their faith, then certainly the same can be true of you!
I pray that we as a church would be growing to wage the good warfare by holding faith and a good conscience.
Let’s pray.
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