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Introduction of visiting Hindu temple in Clarkston, GA.
…waking up their idol
…bathing their idol
…dressing their idol/changing their clothes
…people working to prepare sacrifices and food for feeding their idol.
…appeasing their idol with what their idol needs.

God is not like these idols made by mans hands nor does his life and being depend on those serving him. 
He doesn’t need us to feed him.
He does not need us to wake him up.
He does not need our sacrifices

Instead, our One True Creator God is…

God is…Independent: A Study on the Character of God.
Independence (Aseity): God is all-sufficient and does not need mankind or anything in creation for anything.
God is being “from himself”…the first being…”the uncaused causer”…
“The Lord our God is but one only living and true God;1 whose subsistence is in and of Himself,2” 2nd London Baptist Confession of Faith 1689
Main Idea: God’s independence is good news because it is what makes him God.
· God does not depend on anything “to be” God.
· God lacks nothing for fulfilment. So he is not insufficient until he gets something from the world, but totally all-sufficient.
Anselm - “the being than which nothing greater can be conceived.”
· He does not depend on love outside of himself to be love or to love.
· Freely loves
· He does not depend on justice outside of himself to know what is right and just.
· Freely justifies and judges.
· He does not need creation to create, creates from nothing “ex nihilo”
· Freely creates.
Therefore, as Jonathan Edwards said, “God is infinitely happy in the enjoyment of himself, in perfectly beholding and infinitely loving, and rejoicing in his own essence and perfections.”
1) He is so worthy of worship that it’s sinful to not worship him. 
2) His independence is what makes him God and that’s why he alone can save. Any created god/idol/creature, or thing cannot save because it is ultimately dependent. So, we have to turn from such insufficient “satisfiers” and “saviors” to the all-sufficient Satisfier and Savior.
3) Because God is independent and needs nothing, he can be trusted to save and to judge. 
Please turn in your bible to Acts 17.
I. God’s independence makes him worthy of worship (Acts 17:22-28).
God’s independence is good news because then we can know we are worshipping the true God who is worthy of our worship.
In Acts 17. Paul is preaching the gospel in Athens, among Jews in the synagogues, taking the gospel to the marketplace (the agora), and eventually starts debating with Greek Philosophers such as the Stoics and Epicureans.
So they bring Paul to the Areopagus to know his new teaching about these “foreign gods,” the good news of Jesus the Christ and the resurrection, that Paul is presenting.
Acts 17:22-23 - “So Paul stood in the midst of the Areopagus and said, “Men of Athens, I observe that you are very religious in all respects. “For while I was passing through and examining the objects of your worship, I also found an altar with this inscription, ‘TO AN UNKNOWN GOD.’ Therefore what you worship in ignorance, this I proclaim to you.”
Paul observed and looked carefully at the religiosity of the Athenians, when he examined all the objects of their worship, the statues, altars, and temples for their worship.
	And saw an altar “to an unknown god”
Paul then asserted that the “god who they worship” as unknown…
He is not trying to introduce a “foreign idea” 
But proclaiming the true divine being of worship…that is unknown to them. 
Then Paul contrasts the one true Independent God worthy of worship compared to the idols. 
	Paul points out…
A. Our Creator needs no one to build his temple.
Acts 17:24 – “The God who made the world and all things in it, since He is Lord of heaven and earth, does not dwell in temples made with hands.”
· Paul implied that God is already present in Athens, as Lord of heaven and earth, since he doesn’t live in temples made with human hands.
· The God he proclaimed is the one and only God who created the world (universe, everything). – Sun, moon, stars, animals, plants, humans, inanimate objects, elements.
· God is independent from creation…does not need a temple built by human beings to live in that can confine him.
Such a critique by Paul is based on how God speaks to pagan worship and practices like we see in Isaiah’s time.
Isaiah 66:1-2 - “Thus says the Lord,
“Heaven is My throne and the earth is My footstool.
Where then is a house you could build for Me?
And where is a place that I may rest?
“For My hand made all these things,
Thus all these things came into being,” declares the Lord.
“But to this one I will look,
To him who is humble and contrite of spirit, and who trembles at My word.”

Remember how God reminded King David of his independence that God is the ultimate King and the builder of all (including David’s house) and in need of nothing…He doesn’t need David to build him a house. 
2 Samuel 7:4-7 – “But in the same night the word of the Lord came to Nathan, saying, “Go and say to My servant David, ‘Thus says the Lord, “Are you the one who should build Me a house to dwell in? For I have not dwelt in a house since the day I brought up the sons of Israel from Egypt, even to this day; but I have been moving about in a tent, even in a tabernacle. Wherever I have gone with all the sons of Israel, did I speak a word with one of the tribes of Israel, which I commanded to shepherd My people Israel, saying, ‘Why have you not built Me a house of cedar?’”
God owns heaven and earth as creator, God multiplied Israel in Egypt, God gave them salvation from Egypt, gave them the wealth of Egypt, gave Moses the plan for his tabernacle, gave the resources to the people, bestowed on them the Spirit of God who empowered them to build it…God has chosen to be tabernacling with his people, he doesn’t need a cedar house.
The one building a house for God’s name is the Lord himself. Like Abraham with faith we depend on the Lord.
Hebrews 11:10 - "For he was looking for the city which has foundations, whose architect and builder is God." 
God does not need a temple made with human hands. That’s really good news. When you consider some of the building projects of so called “great kings and emperors” who tried to build houses and temples over generations, sometimes never finishing running out or resources, or the manpower to complete…
This is good news, because it’s a building project we cannot complete.
B. Our Creator needs no one to serve and sacrifice for him.
Acts 17:25 – “nor is He served by human hands, as though He needed anything”
God does not need anything from us to serve or sacrifice to him, because he does not need anything because he is the creator of everything! 
He is not lacking, or unfulfilled in any way…Nothing is needed for God to be God. 
He does not grow tired or get hungry as God.
The Psalmist Asaph makes a similar point in:
Psalm 50:7-15 - “Hear, O My people, and I will speak;
O Israel, I will testify against you;
I am God, your God.
“I do not reprove you for your sacrifices,
And your burnt offerings are continually before Me.
“I shall take no young bull out of your house
Nor male goats out of your folds.
“For every beast of the forest is Mine,
The cattle on a thousand hills.
“I know every bird of the mountains,
And everything that moves in the field is Mine.
“If I were hungry I would not tell you,
For the world is Mine, and all it contains.
“Shall I eat the flesh of bulls
Or drink the blood of male goats?
“Offer to God a sacrifice of thanksgiving
And pay your vows to the Most High;
Call upon Me in the day of trouble;
I shall rescue you, and you will honor Me.”
We need to be served by God as Creator, but God does not need our service.
Question: If I am not needed, then I don’t matter or am meaningless.
· We matter and are meaningful and are created with meaning and purpose by the creator.
· Our life matters, because it is grounded in God, his word about us, his presence and work through us.
Question: If God does need sacrifices or service, then why does he command sacrifices and services?
· God does not need this, these things are for our good, to know God, enjoy our relationship with God, and they are related to our purpose as worshippers of God to express love and thankfulness to God. God instituted sacrifices to teach, reveal, and prepare his people for the ultimate sacrifice of His Son. They showed the seriousness of sin, pointing to Christ, and calling people to repentance and holiness.
· We serve not because God needs our service, but because God first served us…sending Jess Christ as a ransom for our sins.
· They are not necessary for God, but implications for out of love and worship to God.
Lastly, some might think that:
Question: If God is independent does that mean he is uninvolved in creation and leaves us to ourselves? God is not so transcendent that he is uncaring toward his creation. But instead, because God is independent, all creation depends on his active and providential care.
C. Our all-sufficient Creator gives and sustains human life.
Acts 17:25-28 – “since He Himself gives to all people life and breath and all things; and He made from one man every nation of mankind to live on all the face of the earth, having determined their appointed times and the boundaries of their habitation, that they would seek God, if perhaps they might grope for Him and find Him, though He is not far from each one of us; for in Him we live and move and exist, as even some of your own poets have said, ‘For we also are His children.’”
Our God is worthy of worship because he needs nothings.
He is the only one who gives life and breath to everything! 
He made man. 
He made it so mankind could multiply into various nations.
He determined their boundaries and places of living, and times they would exist.
God is not far away, but present everywhere in his creation. 
He must be present, because all people depend on his all-sufficient being….in him they 
“live and move and have their being” 
Because God is independent we depend on him for everything! 
Main Idea: God’s independence is good news because it is what makes him God. 
He is worthy of worship because he does not need you. If he needed us then he would not be God.
[Examples if time allows for comfort that “God is” vs. living in the reality of dependent creatures “is no more”]
II. Dependent, created idols cannot save and must be forsaken (Acts 17:29-30).
Paul confronts the idolatry he is provoked by and commands them to turn away from these created idols of man made of gold, silver, strone, wood by mankind.
Acts 17:29-30 - “Being then the children of God, we ought not to think that the Divine Nature is like gold or silver or stone, an image formed by the art and thought of man. “Therefore having overlooked the times of ignorance, God is now declaring to men that all people everywhere should repent.”
Notice Paul says, that if humans are brought forth and move and have their being from God who formed man, then man cannot bring ‘god’ into being by the skill and imagination of man through man formed images.
· God formed man, man does not form God.
· Man depends on God, God does not depend on man’s making.

A. God commands the whole world to repent of flagrant idolatry and ignorant idolatry.
Flagrant Idolatry – Looks differently today in USA, not like a Eastern Temple for most.
· Why do we turn to man-made idols when it looks so foolish?
· Satisfaction, some good in a gift given by God.
[Examples – money, pleasure]
God often throughout the Scriptures tries to help us see the foolishness of idolatry so that we would hate it, and see how much better the Lord is.
[If time allows Jeremiah 10, Isaiah 44:6-10; Isaiah 46:5-7; Ps 115:1-8]
· The “religious” piety of the people that is ignorant still needs to be repented of.
· God’s word says, “all people” those in ignorant idolatry or flagrant idolatry.
Ignorant idolatry. Notice the text says, “times of ignorance” shows they worship in ignorance “an unknown God.” Their ignorance is shown that they worship idols made by man.
God overlooking such things does not mean that they are not culpable, but that God has been patient and longsuffering and tolerant. God had left their idolatry unpunished as is deserves so that they might repent. But the time of ignorance is over. The Creator commands all people to now repent because the gospel is now not “unknown.” The gospel is being proclaimed to all nations, and the coming of Jesus Christ and the resurrection of Jesus Christ is evidence that ignorance has zero excuse.
[Application to Ignorance – Agnostic]
B. God commands repentance from self-righteous, religious idolatry.
Notice, Paul says all people…earlier Paul was preaching in the synagogues…why? They too, the Jews needed to repent like him. 
Isaiah 66:1–2 – “Thus says the LORD, “Heaven is My throne and the earth is My footstool. Where then is a house you could build for Me? And where is a place that I may rest? 2 “For My hand made all these things, Thus all these things came into being,” declares the LORD. “But to this one I will look, To him who is humble and contrite of spirit, and who trembles at My word.”
Look at verse 3 and 4
Isaiah 66:3–4 “But he who kills an ox is like one who slays a man; He who sacrifices a lamb is like the one who breaks a dog’s neck; He who offers a grain offering is like one who offers swine’s blood; He who burns incense is like the one who blesses an idol. As they have chosen their own ways, And their soul delights in their abominations, So I will choose their punishments And will bring on them what they dread. Because I called, but no one answered; I spoke, but they did not listen. And they did evil in My sight And chose that in which I did not delight.”
Consider the warning about God being independent. This was given to Israelits, who believed they were doing the right “religious” thing that God commanded.
· They killed an ox because God commanded sacrifices in the Mosaic Law.
· They sacrificed a lamb because God commanded it.
· The offered a grain offering because God commanded it.
These actions were not new ideas or inventions they created, but commands of the independent Creator God.
What is the lesson God is trying to make about why God’s independence is so important for our proper worship?
Why would God say he essentially, because you did what I commanded, I am going to treat you like a law-breaker?” 
V.1-2 is the critical context for understanding God’s indictment…God told them Heaven is My throne and earth is my footstool. Where then is a house you could build for Me?”
They did not do this by faith believing in God as their Lord and Savior, but as if God needed them. Pursuing righteousness as if by the law, depending on themselves and their works, not depending on God by faith.

People raised in a religious environment or a Christian home can commit the same sin. We can think God is obligated to bless us or work in my life in particular way because of what you did or how you served, as if he somehow depends on my work.
Can we not consider how Jesus might look and say “He who prays, or reads their bible, or gives a gift, is like the one who blesses an idol” Because it is done without faith but as through works.
God’s independence is such good news because it reminds us the glory of the good news of Jesus Christ. That Jesus is God and Savior. An All-Sufficient Savior, who saves us by his mercy through faith, not by our works so none of us can boast. Jesus did not need anything from us to rescue us from our sins; he did it all! We now must repent and like little children depend on Jesus Christ, the righteous one for their salvation.
[Application – God’s independence makes then life as believer, freeing and filled with heartfelt joy and love for worship]. We want to worship or worthy God because he is sufficient!!
Such independence leads us to…
III. Trust the only God who is an all-sufficient Savior and Judge (Acts 17:31-34).
The reason for the need for all to repent of their evil and return to God is because God has fixed a day of Judgment for all human beings even their ignorant false worship must be repented of, and they must turn to the one True Living Creator God.
Three details:
· God has appointed a judgment day…”fixed a day where he will judge over all.”
· God has appointed the just judge, a Man, Jesus Christ.
· God has proven why he is qualified, on account of his resurrection from the dead.
Acts 17:31-34 – “because He has fixed a day in which He will judge the world in righteousness through a Man whom He has appointed, having furnished proof to all men by raising Him from the dead.” Now when they heard of the resurrection of the dead, some began to sneer, but others said, “We shall hear you again concerning this.” So Paul went out of their midst. But some men joined him and believed, among whom also were Dionysius the Areopagite and a woman named Damaris and others with them.”
Notice that some responded with sneering, and others eventually believed and joined Paul.
[Applications to sharing the gospel and evangelism].



