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Allow Elders to Protect You From False Teaching
1 Timothy 1:1-7; August 2, 2026

Our annual theme is Prioritizing the Gospel. We spent the first 5-6 months of 2026 studying Galatians which is a Defense of the Genuine Gospel against those from the outside. 

We learned that the genuine gospel is characterized by (1) Justification by Faith alone in Christ alone; (2) Freedom in Jesus rather than being bound to the requirements of the Mosaic Law; and (3) Spirit filled character. [Please include the first week slide]
· We have been working as a church family to share Christ with those who have believed the lie (whatever version it takes) that you can earn your way to heaven or be good enough for God and to memorize verses that help us in our gospel witness.
· We also pursue freedom without misusing it and Spirit filled living so that our lives are characterized by the fruit of the Spirit.

Then over the summer we studied the attributes of God through the series God is [Please put title slide]. We believe that the better we understand God, the more it will encourage us to live faithfully for Jesus. 
· In many ways, the attributes of God like holiness, goodness, sovereignty, and love project bright lights on the gospel that we are prioritizing.

Today, and continuing through the rest of the year, we will study 1 Timothy. There are two reasons why we are doing this.

#1. To fulfill a promise I made to search committee

A search committee worked from the end of 2024 through most of 2025 to determine who should be presented to the congregation for the lead pastor role. In the process they believed that the constitution needed changed so that this church family could be properly cared for and served. 
· I made the commitment to open the constitution and lead the congregation to make changes. However, I did not want to lead us in a reactionary or haphazard fashion. 
· A common saying exists in ministry, “You can tell what a church has gone through by reading the constitution.” That statement is not evil. 
· It is a reflection of the issues, concerns, and challenges faced at different times by a congregation that is constantly in flux. 
· The Faith Church of 2026 is not the same as the Faith Church of 1975.

We need the Scripture to help us understand what God desires and then do our very best to implement those desires in a way that honors him. Notice the purpose of 1 Timothy:

1 Timothy 3:14-15 I am writing these things to you, hoping to come to you before long; 15 but in case I am delayed, I write so that you will know how one ought to conduct himself in the household of God, which is the church of the living God, the pillar and support of the truth.

This says that God gave us this letter, inspired by the Holy Spirit, to help us understand how to conduct ourselves in the church. That is why we have entitled our series Living as Jesus Intended: The way of Joy, Purpose, and blessing. 

Our study through 1 Timothy will be coupled with Church Family Night devotions on theological issues associated with potential constitutional changes because we want the Scripture to drive our decisions to ensure we follow what is written and we are wise where we have flexibility.

Part of the reason is to keep a promise I made a year ago.

#2. To continue our theme of prioritizing the gospel

Galatians and 1 Timothy share something in common. They are both written to address a concern of false teaching in the church. 
· Galatians was written to the church to reject the false teaching of those from the outside who were trying to teach salvation by works and legalistic requirements. 
· 1 Timothy is written to Timothy and the church to carry out apostolic authority because some of the elders were teaching wrong doctrine leading to wrong living.

Prioritizing the Gospel is not just something you watch for on the outside, you look inside as well. The Lord told the church that this would happen in the future. Five years before Paul wrote 1 Timothy, we find the following … 

Acts 20:17, 28-31 From Miletus he sent to Ephesus and called to him the elders of the church…. 28 “Be on guard for yourselves and for all the flock, among which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to shepherd the church of God which He purchased with His own blood. 29 “I know that after my departure savage wolves will come in among you, not sparing the flock; 30 and from among your own selves men will arise, speaking perverse things, to draw away the disciples after them. 31 “Therefore be on the alert, remembering that night and day for a period of three years I did not cease to admonish each one with tears.
 
Now, roughly 5 years later, Paul’s concern came true. There were savage wolves among them that were using rather than caring for the flock. The church was ill equipped at the time to deal with the threat from within. That is why Paul wrote 1 Timothy. 

Please turn to 1 Timothy. The main theological message is Living as Jesus Intended: The way of Joy, Purpose, and Blessing. I could have worded this differently. Notice the phrases in the box of the following passages:

1 Timothy 1:18-19 This command I entrust to you, Timothy, my son, in accordance with the prophecies previously made concerning you, that by them you fight the good fight, 19 keeping faith and a good conscience, which some have rejected and suffered shipwreck in regard to their faith. 

1 Timothy 3:15 but in case I am delayed, I write so that you will know how one ought to conduct himself in the household of God, which is the church of the living God, the pillar and support of the truth.

1 Timothy 4:16 Pay close attention to yourself and to your teaching; persevere in these things, for as you do this you will ensure salvation both for yourself and for those who hear you.

1 Timothy 6:11-12 But flee from these things, you man of God, and pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, perseverance and gentleness. 12 Fight the good fight of faith; take hold of the eternal life to which you were called, and you made the good confession in the presence of many witnesses.

I could have used any of those phrases to describe the key theological theme. But I chose to state it positively. Fighting the good fight of faith, pay close attention to yourself and your teaching, how to conduct yourself in God’s household all share the element of Living as Jesus Intended. As we will see throughout the book that when you think right and then do right, you experience the benefits of joy, purpose, and blessing.

This theological them will be expressed in two ways. First, doctrine matters. Second, behavior matters. 
· Paul does not describe for us in 1 Timothy the exact errors of doctrine. But he charges Timothy to do something about error and to teach sound doctrine faithfully. 
· As we work our way through the book we will need to consider modern day equivalents associated with the Lord’s concerns.
· The Lord tells us a lot about the behavior that properly flows from sound doctrine. 
· 1 Timothy will explain the roles of men and women in the church, the qualification, care, and discipline of elders, stewarding our time, energy, and financial resources, the proper way to care for widows, and how to pray for our government.

I hope you are as energized by this series as I am. I realize that was a very long introduction, but I thought it was worth explaining where we are going and why we are pursuing that destination. 

Please follow along as I read 1 Timothy 1:1-7. This is the Word of the Lord.

My main idea this morning is: Allow Elders to Protect You from False Teaching. I have three supporting points to this claim.

I. Because Elders are called to Protect the Lord’s people from false teaching

1 Timothy 1:1-2a Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus according to the commandment of God our Savior, and of Christ Jesus, who is our hope, 2 To Timothy, my true child in the faith:

Shepherds or elders or pastor train theologically and then practically. Then they are called to a congregation to serve both a caring/feeding role and a protecting role. A shepherd staff could be used to guide the flock or to defend it. 
· From the beginning to the end of the letter, the Lord wants to address the concern that some leaders in the church had drifted from right doctrine and right living and needed corrective action.

In the sovereignty of God, Paul dispatches Timothy – one of his primary delegates. Since Elders protect … 

A. Elders are responsible for what is taught to the Lord’s people (vv. 1-2a)

The letter begins by Paul identifying himself as an apostle. 
· Sometimes he refers to himself as a bondservant, a prisoner, a fellow soldier, a fellow saint, or a sufferer. 
· Other times he refers to himself as an apostle. 

Galatians 1:1 Paul, an apostle (not sent from men nor through the agency of man, but through Jesus Christ and God the Father, who raised Him from the dead)

In Galatians he was not messing around. He offered no thanksgiving or prayer. 
· He asserted his authority right from the beginning. 
· The same happens right here in 1 Timothy. The church hearing this letter needed to understand that Timothy would be arriving with the authority of an apostolic delegate.

After Timothy accomplishes the task and leaves Ephesus, it would remain the responsibility of the elders to carry this task forward.

To see the contrast in self-designation based on purpose notice what he says in 1 Thessalonians 2:

1 Thessalonians 2:5-7 For we never came with flattering speech, as you know, nor with a pretext for greed—God is witness—6 nor did we seek glory from men, either from you or from others, even though as apostles of Christ we might have asserted our authority. 7 But we proved to be gentle among you, as a nursing mother tenderly cares for her own children. 

To this church he functioned in the exact opposite role. 
· He had the authority, but he chose not to use it. 
· He decided that the circumstances in 1 Thessalonians warranted a gentle touch. He says, I could have asserted my authority – because you know I have it – but I decided not to do because being gentle like a nursing mother was more appropriate.
· But that was not true with the church at Ephesus. 
· Timothy needed to go to the church, address a difficult matter, and he needed the authority to do it.

That is why Paul says he is an apostle of Jesus Christ according to the:
· Commandment of God our Savior and
· Commandment of Jesus Christ our hope 

The church is God’s household and it is the church of the living God. 
· The owner of the church commissioned Paul with apostolic authority which he provided to Timothy for this important mission. 
· In 3:16 the common confession is all about Jesus Christ.

Our God and Savior and Jesus Christ our hope is where Paul and Timothy derived their authority. The savior, hope giver and owner is the Lord.
· Since the church had at least one elder that was teaching false doctrine and the remaining elders either did not or were unable to do anything about it, Timothy was dispatched to address the matter with this authoritative letter in hand.

Modern day application is that elders are responsible for teaching ministries of the church. That leads to what we find in vv. 3-4

B. Elders must instruct or remove certain people from teaching opportunities (v. 3-4)

1 Timothy 1:3-4 As I urged you upon my departure for Macedonia, remain on at Ephesus so that you may instruct certain men not to teach strange doctrines, 4 nor to pay attention to myths and endless genealogies, which give rise to mere speculation rather than furthering the administration of God which is by faith. 

These individuals were teaching strange doctrines, paying attention to myths and genealogies which resulted in the recipients focused on speculation. This last part is the most clear. 
· The result of their teaching was speculation.

The task was to instruct or remove these teachers from their duties. 
· There is prior OT biblical precedent for this instruction. 
· Eli, the high priest, (1 Samuel 2-3) was judged because he allowed his sons to function as wicked priests. 
· The Bible records conversations between Eli and his sons where he confronts their wicked behavior. 
· However, since Eli was both their father and their boss, he needed to take more directive action. He refused.
· In that case, God actually killed his sons and Eli’s house was under God’s perpetual judgment.
It is a sober reminder of who teaches in a ministry. 

We are unable to trace the identity of the strange doctrines, the myths or genealogies. 
· Many believe that they were stories about various OT characters. Rather than focusing on what the Bible said, they were launching off on various speculations. 

It is not difficult to imagine a good presenter connecting to a story and speculating on all sorts of things about that character. 
· Imagine if we created a story around Jonah. 
· We discussed his upbringing, his struggle being a prophet knowing that God was compassionate, the years of faithfully fulfilling the Lord’s commands only to have people dislike him, or to describe how his brother was killed by an Assyrian and so he harbored bitterness.
· I suspect that I could make a pretty good story out of it and someone more talented than me could make an amazing story.
· The problem with what I just did is speculate. Very little of what I said is actually biblical.

A couple weeks ago I started watching a movie with Stephanie and Mackenzie about the biblical David. We watched for like 10 minutes and I had to turn it off. 
· There was so much speculating happening that the biblical story was lost. 
· I turned on Top Chef. At least it wasn’t speculative teaching.

Practically here is what that means:
· Every sermon is up for review. All of mine and every one of our pastors. We walk up to speak and every word is up for evaluation. 
· No one is immune from evaluation and critique because the elders have responsibility to ensure the other elders are being faithful to God’s Word.
· Last year we started linking Faith Groups and ABFs one time per year. 
· Right now, we are doing a series on the storyline of Scripture. This is an attempt to ensure that once a year our entire church is doing something together and everyone is using material provided by our elders.
· We also want to be flexible and we want to allow all those with teaching gifts to exercise those gifts. But every ABF lesson, Faith Group leader, and FCI teacher lesson is subject to elder review and correction because that is the elders job.

Many of you Dr. Wickert. He has been a faithful counselor and teacher for many years at Faith. Even though I trust him implicitly, he always asks for elder review of his new material.

Here is why I called this message … Allow your Elders to protect you from false teaching … because you must trust us to do what I just said. 
· You will not have your work evaluated and corrected if you do not believe the elders will evaluate it properly. 
· This can lead down a dangerous road – You are your own judge. When you are the prosecuting attorney, judge, and jury you will win every case in your mind.
· But you will lose spiritually and so will everyone else around you.

Because here is what happens, you will not further the administration of God which is by faith (v. 4). That is the core of my second supporting point. Allow elders to protect you from false teaching …

II. Because False Teachers are Poor Stewards and Lead Others to be Poor Stewards

1 Timothy 1:6-7 For some men, straying from these things, have turned aside to fruitless discussion, 7 wanting to be teachers of the Law, even though they do not understand either what they are saying or the matters about which they make confident assertions.

A. They stray from proper stewardship

Verse 6 explains why most Bible scholars believe that the specific false teaching here related to stories about the OT and implications of the Mosaic Law to everyday life. 
· For example, some of the Jews were well known for creating very specific rules associated with the sabbath day. 
· One wrote that there were 39 rules associated with Sabbath. You could sew one stitch but not two. You could walk a certain distance but no further. All of this was speculation regarding the definition of work.

Here is what happened in Ephesus: Certain individuals gained a positive reputation in the church and rose to leadership positions. 
· Then they started teaching certain matters to others. 
· Whether it was a story about Jonah’s past trauma as a child, the definition or work, or other OT matters, they created speculation rather than clarity.

This resulted in a lack of proper stewardship. I think we all understand how easy it is to sacrifice good stewardship for wasting time. 
· Teaching false doctrine is worse than wasting time because it is dangerous.

The false teacher becomes an arrogant fool who speaks as a know it all. In the process, he sacrifices good stewardship for the Lord for a wasted life and a crushing influence on those who listen to him.

This raises an important question that I do not think it is wise for me to ignore. What are modern day equivalents of this false teaching? I believe this is a very important subject because the Bible has room for certain kinds of disagreements that are not false teaching.
· Issues of application. Paul and Barnabas debate whether Mark should be a companion on the missionary journeys. Paul says no, Barnabas says yes. They divide, do their own thing, and the church gets happy about both.
· Issues of conscience. Romans 14 says that there might be some things like what we eat or celebrate that might be viewed differently by different people. 
· That might be okay as long as you both can do it for the Lord Jesus.
· Issues lacking clarity. As we work this fall we will see some very clear rules for how the church is supposed to function. But that does not mean every question is answered clearly. For example, are elders appointed (as they are in Titus) or does the church vote on them? If the church selects the elders then how does the church remove an elder? 
· I know churches in our town who work through the elder appointment and removal differently. Does that mean that the other churches are led by false teachers? I don’t believe so.

But if someone says that every issue lacks clarity then there is no such thing as false teaching. 
· Here is a great prayer request for the elders of the church – pray that the Lord would give us discernment to know when a disagreement is just a disagreement and when a disagreement rises to false teaching. Then, pray that we would have courage to call out false teaching for what it is. 

So here are some examples:
1. Our church believes that marriage was created by God between one man and one woman lasting for life. We reject homosexual marriage, gender reassignments, one man married to multiple women or multiple men married to one woman. 
2. Our church believes that God created the world in 6 days and rested on the seventh.
3. Our church believes that salvation is by grace alone through faith alone in Christ alone.
a. [Give the gospel here]
4. Our church believes in the trinity, father, son, and Holy Spirit. That God is one being in 3 co-equal, co-eternal persons.
5. Our church believes we are responsible to self govern while remaining in fellowship with other like-minded churches.
6. Our church believes in a judgment of both the unbelievers to eternity in hell and of believers to be rewarded for their Christ centered stewardship
7. Our church believes in the inspired Word of God of the 66 books of the Old and New Testaments rejecting the Apocrypha as legitimate Scripture.
8. Our church believes in the value of human life from the womb to the tomb and thereby believes that abortion and assisted suicide is evil and that we should meet needs.
9. Our church believes in the concept of absolute truth and the sufficiency of the Scripture for life and godliness.
10. Our church believes that we should be continually growing to be more like Jesus our savior.
11. Our church believes that gossip destroys the listener and the hearer.

These truths and others that are similar are essential for the proper protection of the church family from false teaching. The false teachers stray and  

B. They lack understanding despite how confident they sound

1 Timothy 6:3-5 If anyone advocates a different doctrine and does not agree with sound words, those of our Lord Jesus Christ, and with the doctrine conforming to godliness, 4 he is conceited and understands nothing; but he has a morbid interest in controversial questions and disputes about words, out of which arise envy, strife, abusive language, evil suspicions, 5 and constant friction between men of depraved mind and deprived of the truth, who suppose that godliness is a means of gain.

Have you ever listened to someone and realized that they have no idea what they are talking about? Or that they just want to argue about something?
· At first you are drawn in by their public speaking ability or their voice or the way they carry themselves. But as you listen longer, you start questioning their ability to reason properly. Their constant arguing is annoying and you want nothing to do with them.

Your initial questions turn to doubt and then the doubt turns to certainty that they are not speaking truthfully. When that happens, its over. You are done.

My favorite debate I have ever heard occurred in 1985 between Greg Bahsen and Gordon Stein regarding the existence of God. The audio is available online. 
· Stein is a self-proclaimed atheist. But none of his arguments were compelling on their own, let alone against a master debater.
· He is shown for what he is… a self-deceived fool who speaks confidently.

But what happens if you accept their version of truth? Then you join them in the error and you succumb to the exact same problems. We also see…

C. They desire being teachers 

Despite the Bible’s warning that you teachers are judged more carefully, some still want it. I suppose teachers receive several potential benefits. 
· Teachers gain a reputation for being smart, knowledgeable, or helpful in their areas of expertise. 
· Teachers might gain further speaking opportunities because they become well known. 
· Teachers might gain financially if their teaching resonates with enough people.

At the heart of all this is pride. They want to be the center of attention. They are right and want to prove to everyone that they are right.

So what are the elders supposed to do? “Instruct or charge certain men not to teach” …. The Bible is highlighting the warnings of following false teaching and how it creates nothing but hardship, suffering, and division. Why are the elders supposed to do this really hard step?

III. Because the Exhortation is Loving

1 Timothy 1:5 But the goal of our instruction is love from a pure heart and a good conscience and a sincere faith. 

Few parents would question the wisdom of a person who prevented a child from getting in the way of an oncoming car. In fact, if it was a close call, everyone would thank the quick thinking and acting person for protecting the child. 
· They would say it is loving to do so.

But this kind of instruction is confrontational. 
· The whole setting is that one or more elders was engaged in this kind of teaching, had become successful, and Timothy was sent with the authority to deal with the problem and provide an example for others to follow. 

The Lord knew how this was going to go. 
· The persons who were instructed not to teach could possibly respond with anger, revenge, and an attack of their own. 
· Timothy would bear the weight of it, but so would the congregation.

The Lord wrote to the congregation to help them realize that allowing false teachers continued access to the congregation is unloving to the teacher and to the congregation. 
· For every one who believes them wastes their life and lives according to lies. 
· Parents who allow their children to live according to lies unchallenged are not protecting or loving them. 
· Elders who allow the congregation to live according to lies unchallenged are not protecting or loving them.

This is where love is really tough. Timothy was going to have to love them enough to instruct or remove them and the congregation would need to support that decision. If not, the false teacher wins and the church collapses. That is true today. Sometimes we have difficult decisions. 

We need to be on guard against our own pride, but sometimes action must be taken because it is loving to do so. That loving action comes from a … 

A. Pure heart

The correction is not about pride or rising above others. It is an expression of love and concern for the Lord’s people who might be led astray without knowing it.

B. Good conscience

It is possible to ignore our conscience enough that it no longer functions properly, but short of that, elders are supposed to take these hard steps because they know it is the right thing to do. Sometimes doing the hard thing is also the right thing.

C. Sincere faith 

You are trusting the Lord that this is the right step to properly protect the Lord’s people. 

Church family, 1 Timothy is going to help us prioritize the gospel. It will help us see the value of right doctrine and right living applied specifically. The big picture is this: allow elders to protect you from false teaching. Pray for us that we would spot it and have the courage to deal with it.


