[image: ]

God Is…
God Is Independent
Acts 17:22-34

Independence (Aseity): God is all-sufficient and does not need mankind or anything in creation for anything.
Main Idea: God’s independence is good news because it is what makes Him God. 
I. God’s Independence Makes Him Worthy of Worship (Acts 17:22-28)
Acts 17:22-23 - So Paul stood in the midst of the Areopagus and said, “Men of Athens, I observe that you are very religious in all respects. For while I was passing through and examining the objects of your worship, I also found an altar with this inscription, ‘TO AN UNKNOWN GOD.’ Therefore what you worship in ignorance, this I proclaim to you.”
A. Our Creator needs no one to build His temple
Acts 17:24 - The God who made the world and all things in it, since He is Lord of heaven and earth, does not dwell in temples made with hands…
Isaiah 66:1-2 - Thus says the LORD, “Heaven is My throne and the earth is My footstool. Where then is a house you could build for Me? And where is a place that I may rest? For My hand made all these things, thus all these things came into being,” declares the LORD. “But to this one I will look, to him who is humble and contrite of spirit, and who trembles at My word.”
2 Samuel 7:4-7 - But in the same night the word of the LORD came to Nathan, saying, “Go and say to My servant David, ‘Thus says the LORD, are you the one who should build Me a house to dwell in? For I have not dwelt in a house since the day I brought up the sons of Israel from Egypt, even to this day; but I have been moving about in a tent, even in a tabernacle. Wherever I have gone with all the sons of Israel, did I speak a word with one of the tribes of Israel, which I commanded to shepherd My people Israel, saying, why have you not built Me a house of cedar?’”
B. Our Creator needs no one to serve and sacrifice for Him (v.25)
Acts 17:25 - …nor is He served by human hands, as though He needed anything, since He Himself gives to all people life and breath and all things…
Psalm 50:7-15 - Hear, O My people, and I will speak; O Israel, I will testify against you; I am God, your God. I do not reprove you for your sacrifices, and your burnt offerings are continually before Me. I shall take no young bull out of your house nor male goats out of your folds. For every beast of the forest is Mine, the cattle on a thousand hills. I know every bird of the mountains, and everything that moves in the field is Mine. If I were hungry I would not tell you, for the world is Mine, and all it contains. Shall I eat the flesh of bulls or drink the blood of male goats? Offer to God a sacrifice of thanksgiving and pay your vows to the Most High; call upon Me in the day of trouble; I shall rescue you, and you will honor Me.
C. Our all-sufficient Creator gives and sustains human life (v.25-28)
Acts 17:25-28 - …nor is He served by human hands, as though He needed anything, since He Himself gives to all people life and breath and all things; and He made from one man every nation of mankind to live on all the face of the earth, having determined their appointed times and the boundaries of their habitation, that they would seek God, if perhaps they might grope for Him and find Him, though He is not far from each one of us; for in Him we live and move and exist, as even some of your own poets have said, “For we also are His children.”
II. Dependent, Created Idols Cannot Save and Must Be Forsaken (Acts 17:29-30)
Acts 17:29-30 - Being then the children of God, we ought not to think that the Divine Nature is like gold or silver or stone, an image formed by the art and thought of man. Therefore having overlooked the times of ignorance, God is now declaring to men that all people everywhere should repent…
A. God commands the whole world to repent of flagrant idolatry and ignorant idolatry
B. God commands repentance from self-righteous, religious idolatry
III. Trust the Only God Who Is an All-Sufficient Savior and Judge (Acts 17:31-34)
Acts 17:31-34 - “…because He has fixed a day in which He will judge the world in righteousness through a Man whom He has appointed, having furnished proof to all men by raising Him from the dead.” Now when they heard of the resurrection of the dead, some began to sneer, but others said, “We shall hear you again concerning this.” So Paul went out of their midst. But some men joined him and believed, among whom also were Dionysius the Areopagite and a woman named Damaris and others with them. 
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