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God is Independent
Acts 17:22-34

INTRODUCTION
Of all the attributes of God that we’ve studied this summer I think the one that we are studying today might be the least familiar or thought about. 
· We’ve talked about the goodness of God. That’s explicitly talked about a lot.
· We’ve talked about the holiness of God. That definitely saturates the passages of scripture.
· We talked about the sovereignty of God, and the omnipresence of God, the love of God and the unchangeableness or immutability of God. 
This morning we are talking about how…
God is…Independent
On the preaching schedule it said I was preaching on the Aseity of God…which most of you probably just said, “What?” 
· Exactly…that’s what I said when I saw it. I’ve been through seminary and studied systematic theology and was clueless about what that word meant! 
Well, the word “Aseity” is Latin and it comes from the Latin phrase ‘a se’, which means “from self” or “by self.”  
· So the Aseity of God is all about God’s self-sufficiency. Or to put more simply his independence.
Before we jump into defining what it is let me give an illustration of what independence is not!
In many religions around the world, especially eastern religions like Hinduism and traditional Chinese religions, as well as various African relgions, they make statues and idols to all sorts of gods. And these gods, that they worship and build temples to and set up the images of these gods in they are treated as if they are alive.
· And what I mean by they are treated as if they are alive, I mean that daily these gods are awoken by the priests or worshippers through various rituals.
· So none of these gods have alarm clocks…they have worshippers who must come wake them up every morning. 
· Not only must they be woke up in the morning, but…and you may have guessed it, they need to be put to bed at night! 
· So these gods haven’t even been sleep trained to put themselves to sleep! 
· Furthermore, these gods have to be fed…and fed daily! 
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This guy is a guru who lives in India. And in this video as I was listening, it was amazing to hear him speak about why they bring food to the gods, and how they have millions of gods, and the purpose of the food and so forth. And as I was listening I was wondering, “Is he mocking their polytheistic nation?” 
· At one point he asks, “How can a household worship 25 gods?” His answer was, “because the house is too small to worship anymore. If it was bigger we’d worship 2500 gods!”
· And here’s the crazy part…he’s not making fun of it. 
· He goes on to…in his words, “Explain the science behind god making.” 
I’m not going to take time to explain it any further, but here’s what I want you to really grasp…the vast majority of the world has religions that explicitly worship gods who are DEPENDENT on the worshippers. 
This is exactly the kind of worship that the OT prophets powerfully mock…
Jeremiah 10:3–6 For the customs of the peoples are delusion; Because it is wood cut from the forest, The work of the hands of a craftsman with a cutting tool. 4 “They decorate it with silver and with gold; They fasten it with nails and with hammers So that it will not totter. 5 “Like a scarecrow in a cucumber field are they, And they cannot speak; They must be carried, Because they cannot walk! Do not fear them, For they can do no harm, Nor can they do any good.” 6 There is none like You, O LORD; You are great, and great is Your name in might.
So here’s the point…it is actually far more normal for people to worship gods that are obviously and clearly dependent on their worshippers than perhaps what we would realize here in America. 
One of the things that guru said was, “The idea that God is up there (meaning in heaven, Creator), that’s a western idea. He said we don’t think that way or believe that. We know that we create our gods.” 
My mouth dropped as I was hearing this…and it highlights how unique the true God’s character really is from every other idolatrous god out there. The God of the Bible is the only God that is truly and fully independent…
Now, what is it…here’s a definition. 
Independence (Aseity): God is all-sufficient and does not need mankind or anything in creation for anything.
· So let me put flesh on that just a little bit…
· We understand that God does not need us to feed him, or wake him up or put him to sleep like the idolatrous gods we just talked about.
· But this goes further than that…
· God does need your worship…God is glorious, and worthy of worship even if none of his creatures worships him.
· God does not need your evangelism…God does not depend on human beings to do his work such that if they don’t do it, God won’t accomplish his plans…
· God does not need your money…it’s like when Jesus fed the 5,000 the first time…his disciples said, where could we find enough bread to feed them all, and even if we could find that we don’t have enough money to buy that much bread!
· Did Jesus need their money? No, he had no problem miraculously providing the food. 
· God does not need your love…God is perfectly content and self-sufficient within himself and the love of the trinity. 
We could go on and on and on with the specifics of what God does not need…but here’s the main idea I want you to grasp from God’s independence…
Main Idea: God’s independence is good news because it is what makes him God. 
As I was studying this, that’s what just kept jumping out at me. He doesn’t need me. He doesn’t need anything. And that absolute independence is what makes him God and that’s good news! 
· We need a God who is not dependent on us!!
I know that our pride and flesh can often bristle at the idea that God doesn’t need anything for anyone for anything, but this is really, really good news! If God was dependent on anything, then he wouldn’t be God!!!
But because he is independent, that makes God, God, which means 
1) he is worthy of worship…in fact not only is he worthy of it but it’s sinful to not worship him. 
2) His independence is what makes him God and that’s why he alone can save. Any created god, or thing cannot save because it is ultimately dependent on something…and whatever they are dependent on could fail which mean that “god” will fail. 
3) Because God is independent and needs nothing, he can be trusted to save and to judge.
So those three points are the outline for this morning, and the text that we’re going to primarily use is Acts 17:22-34. So you can open your Bibles to Acts 17:22-34. If you’re new to studying the Bible, you’ll find that book in the New Testament portion of the Bible. And it’s the 5th book in the NT after Matthew, Mark, Luke and John. 
We’ll read the text and pray before we jump into our 3 points…
[Read Acts 17:22-34]
Pray
God’s independence makes him worthy of worship (Acts 17:22-28).
The context of Paul’s evangelism in Athens as well as how he goes about evangelizing the people in Athens is instructive in itself. It’s not the main point the sermon by any means but it’s worth noting in connection with God’s independence and how it comes out in this text.
We learn that Paul had to flee from Berea because Jews from Thessalonica found out he was in Berea and pursued him there to attack him and oppose him from sharing the good news of Jesus Christ. So Paul flees by way of the sea and the people who helped him flee were able to take him as far as Athens. 
And in v.16 we read…
Acts 17:16–17 Now while Paul was waiting for them at Athens, his spirit was being provoked within him as he was observing the city full of idols. 17 So he was reasoning in the synagogue with the Jews and the God-fearing Gentiles, and in the market place every day with those who happened to be present.
I pray that the heart of Paul would be growing in us…that we would be provoked in our spirit when we observe the idolatry and sinfulness of the culture around us. But provoked not to sinful anger, but provoked to sharing the gospel and reasoning with people!
Don’t you love that? The way the text reads, Paul had zero intention of getting super involved in the city of Athens. He’s just waiting for Silas and Timothy to arrive, so they can go on to the next place. But as Paul waits, he just can’t keep a low profile. He has to go share the gospel.
Well, because of his sharing about Jesus and his resurrection people start to be intrigued and they invite him to the Areopagus, which is a big meeting hall essentially, and they bring him because…
Acts 17:19-21 …May we know what this new teaching is which you are proclaiming? 20 For you are bringing some strange things to our ears; so we want to know what these things mean.” 21 (Now all the Athenians and the strangers visiting there used to spend their time in nothing other than telling or hearing something new.)
So point #1 on evangelism…you need to have a heart to is provoked by people’s need for the gospel.
Point #2 on evangelism shows up in the start of our passage…
Acts 17:22–23 So Paul stood in the midst of the Areopagus and said, “Men of Athens, I observe that you are very religious in all respects. 23 For while I was passing through and examining the objects of your worship, I also found an altar with this inscription, ‘TO AN UNKNOWN GOD.’ Therefore what you worship in ignorance, this I proclaim to you.
Paul connects with them over the altar to the unknown god. And Paul essentially says, “You kind of know this God I’m talking about because you have an altar to the unknown God.”
So they think Paul’s teaching is brand new and foreign, but his point is, “It really isn’t brand new and it’s no so foreign, because you all know there is a god out there that we don’t know! 
· That’s a great point of connection and also a bit of rebuke against their desire to just hear new things all the time.
And it’s amazing what Paul highlights first about this “unknown god” to them… 
Our Creator needs no one to build his temple (v.24).
Acts 17:24 The God who made the world and all things in it, since He is Lord of heaven and earth, does not dwell in temples made with hands;
So where does Paul start with introducing the to this “unknown god?” He starts by declaring that he is the creator of everything, and because he is the Creator of everything, he does not dwell in temples made by humans. 
· That whole statement is an attack on all their other gods, but especially that last part…this God doesn’t dwell in human made temples.
That brings things down to a much more concrete level. For all your other gods, you have built them houses to live in…but this God…the one true God…the Creator…he doesn’t need any human to build him a house to live in.
This is a key truth that is reiterated at multiple points even in the OT…for example…
Isaiah 66:1–2 Thus says the LORD, “Heaven is My throne and the earth is My footstool. Where then is a house you could build for Me? And where is a place that I may rest? 2 “For My hand made all these things, Thus all these things came into being,” declares the LORD. “But to this one I will look, To him who is humble and contrite of spirit, and who trembles at My word.
And then significantly when David desired to build a temple this is what happened…
2 Samuel 7:4–7 But in the same night the word of the LORD came to Nathan, saying, 5 “Go and say to My servant David, ‘Thus says the LORD, Are you the one who should build Me a house to dwell in? 6 For I have not dwelt in a house since the day I brought up the sons of Israel from Egypt, even to this day; but I have been moving about in a tent, even in a tabernacle. 7 Wherever I have gone with all the sons of Israel, did I speak a word with one of the tribes of Israel, which I commanded to shepherd My people Israel, saying, Why have you not built Me a house of cedar?’ ” ’
The point of what God says to David is that, “He’s never asked for a temple to be built for him.” And in one respect, it’s a bit ridiculous to think about building a temple…i.e. a house for the Creator of the universe to dwell in! 
God is the one that we see coming to people and saying, “I’ll build you into something.”
· Like Abraham…I’ll make you into a great nation and give you a name.
· Like to David…I’ll make your house last forever, by giving you an offspring to rule on your throne…
· Even when they built the tabernacle in Exodus…God gave them the exact plans, told them what to build, and even what materials to use. God gave specific people special wisdom and craftsmanship to make the temple. God moved in the hearts of people to give and provide the things for the temple. 
· God is the one who did it all! 
· The same God who split the Red Sea, who brought the 10 plagues on Egypt, and who came down on Mount Saini, consuming the mountain in fire.
· This God does not need anyone to build him a temple…
So God’s independence makes him unique…and this uniqueness is what sets him apart as God versus everything else in creation that is not God, and because he’s the independent Creator, of course he doesn’t dwell in temples made by human hands.
But Paul goes further than just not dwelling in a temple…
Our Creator needs no one to serve and sacrifice for him (v.25).
Acts 17:25 nor is He served by human hands, as though He needed anything, since He Himself gives to all people life and breath and all things;
This goes much further than simply being a squabble over the kind of place or kind of house of worship. 
· So it’s not like some gods need a house and other gods like the outdoors and nature better.
This God is different and that is really seen when Paul emphasizes that humans do not even serve him in any way as if he needed something. So they don’t build a house he dwells in, and they do nothing to serve God in any way that would mean God is needy! 
Psalm 50 delivers a powerful rebuke to the belief that we give something to God that he needs!
Psalm 50:7–15 “Hear, O My people, and I will speak; O Israel, I will testify against you; I am God, your God. 8 “I do not reprove you for your sacrifices, And your burnt offerings are continually before Me. 9 “I shall take no young bull out of your house Nor male goats out of your folds. 10 “For every beast of the forest is Mine, The cattle on a thousand hills. 11 “I know every bird of the mountains, And everything that moves in the field is Mine. 12 “If I were hungry I would not tell you, For the world is Mine, and all it contains. 13 “Shall I eat the flesh of bulls Or drink the blood of male goats? 14 “Offer to God a sacrifice of thanksgiving And pay your vows to the Most High; 15 Call upon Me in the day of trouble; I shall rescue you, and you will honor Me.”
God doesn’t need anything. And yet, the Israelites ended up “worshipping” God by doing the sacrifices and things that were commanded, but they were done in such a way that viewed what they gave to God as something he needed…and because they gave him something he needed that meant God was obligated to bless them or do something for them.
· But that view and relationship with God is wicked and approaches God as if he is dependent on us…as if God is dependent on his worshippers!
· But in treating God like that, we are actually treating him like something created…we are not treating him God!
· And to not treat him as God is to not really worship him!
And that’s where v.14 comes in…how do you treat God as God? 
· You give thanks to God!
· Why? Because he is the one who gives and serves us. 
· Not only do you give thanks to God, but you also do what v.15 says…”You cry out for help.”
· God doesn’t need help…we do!
· By acknowledging that God needs nothing, but that I need a ton you treat God as God!
· You honor God by acknowledging he is independent and needs nothing, and that we ARE DEPENDENT and ultimately dependent on him!
So our God needs absolutely nothing…that’s what makes him God! But Paul gives us a specific reason he needs nothing… 
Our all-sufficient Creator gives and sustains human life (v.25-28).
Acts 17:25–28 nor is He served by human hands, as though He needed anything, since He Himself gives to all people life and breath and all things; 26 and He made from one man every nation of mankind to live on all the face of the earth, having determined their appointed times and the boundaries of their habitation, 27 that they would seek God, if perhaps they might grope for Him and find Him, though He is not far from each one of us; 28 for in Him we live and move and exist, as even some of your own poets have said, ‘For we also are His children.’
So our independent God that needs nothing, is not the kind of independent God that doesn’t relate or connect or give to his creation. In fact, he is the one that gives life and breath to everything! He is the one who made all the various nations and determined their boundary lines and even how long those nations would last and when they’d be taken over and so forth…
And as Paul continues to bring home…this unknown God is not far away…as we’ve studied already this summer…he is omnipresent. He is everywhere. And his presence must be everywhere because all people, whether they know it or not, “live and move and have their being in him.” 
God’s independence means we are utterly dependent on him for everything…including breathing and moving. But God needs nothing from his creation for his existence. He is the self-sufficient, self-existent, eternal God! 
So remember our Main Idea for this morning is: God’s independence is good news because it is what makes him God. 
· God’s independence makes him God! 
The way point number 1 connects to that main idea can be summarized like this…Because God doesn’t need you for anything he is worthy of worship. 
· This is amazing. If God needed us to build him a temple, or to serve him, or to sacrifice to him, even just a little bit! If he needed that, then he wouldn’t be worthy of worship!
Wow. This is amazing. This should radically change how come to church. This should radically change how we serve others. 
Here’s an analogy…it falls woefully short but hopefully it might illustrate the point just enough to help.
· With our son Wirth who is 18 months old, we’ve been training him for the past 4-5 months or so to take his dirty diapers to the trash, to take his dish after meals over to the sink and give it to mom or dad. 
· Especially with the dishes it’s not like we are dependent on him doing that in order to accomplish the task.
· And it’s not even faster or more convenient.
· We have to pull him out of his high chair.
· We have to pick the dish off the table which is above his head and give it to him.
· We have to encourage and help him keep the dish steady and flat.
And you know what’s quite amazing to watch often times, Wirth actually delights in being able to do it. Especially when we encourage him and thank him and tell him, “Good job!” 
Hopefully you see the point. Wirth’s service to us as an 18-month-old…we are not dependent on that at all! And yet, we give him the opportunity to serve in a small way and he delights in it.
God treats us very similarly. He doesn’t need our service, but he gives us opportunities…tiny, small opportunities to serve in ways that he can do better and faster…but by giving us the opportunity to serve and participate we get the opportunity for delight and joy in him! Just to be a part of what he is doing! 
Our God is amazing!
Dependent, created idols cannot save and must be forsaken (Acts 17:29-30).
Acts 17:29–30 Being then the children of God, we ought not to think that the Divine Nature is like gold or silver or stone, an image formed by the art and thought of man. 30 Therefore having overlooked the times of ignorance, God is now declaring to men that all people everywhere should repent,
So Paul has taught that the one true, supreme God needs nothing and is absolutely independent. The next step in his argument is, because there is one, supreme God, you must repent by forsaking all the other gods and idols that cannot save.
So it is very clear in this passage that…
1. God commands the whole world to repent of flagrant idolatry and ignorant idolatry.
What do I mean by flagrant idolatry? 
· I mean the idolatry that Paul highlights here as far as building gods with our own hands. Taking created materials like gold, silver, stone, wood and forming them into an image after the creativity and thought of man!
For the most part I think much of our culture would think that kind of flagrant idolatry is stupid, or just a cultural thing. I’m guess that everyone here that is listening to the message, you won’t have to go home and throw out your house gods! So at least at this point you can probably pat yourself on the back and say, “Whew a point that I don’t have to do anything with.” It’s like getting a HW assignment assigned that you’ve already completed. It feels good! 
But this passage also address the ignorant idolatry. And this category is interesting.
· Paul says in v.30…the times of “ignorance” God overlooked, but now he commands all people everywhere to repent.
What “now” is Paul talking about? 
· The big divide in history is the coming of Jesus Christ. Essentially, since the coming of Jesus Christ and his resurrection from the dead, the excuse of ignorance will not fly.
Now, the rest of Scripture makes it quite clear that the “ignorance” of nations and people before Jesus came was not shrugged off either.
· The Bible is clear that God judges the whole world and that their ignorance is not going to remove their culpability for their sin and refusal to worship the true God and Creator of the heavens and the earth. 
· So when you read Acts 17:30…what you should grasp is that the clarity of God’s revelation of who He is now that Christ has come, really leaves people ZERO excuse for ignorance!
So there are lots of people who would claim to be agnostic—which latterly means ignorant—“not knowing”…and these people aren’t necessarily non-religious, but their approach to religion is, no one really knows so you just pick based on what you like and what you think. What religion benefits me the most, makes me feel the best, etc. 
· I’m sure that we have people in this room that fall into that category. 
That kind of ignorance is not commendable. And according to Scripture, it will be judged by the God who created you and sustains you someday. 
· So if you’re here and you have questions about the Bible, it’s truthfulness, how we can know for sure who God is and so forth…please ask. Do not be afraid to ask…all our pastors contact info is on the bulletin…please do not be afraid to reach out and ask questions. 
Be like the 2nd group of people in v.32…
Acts 17:32 Now when they heard of the resurrection of the dead, some began to sneer, but others said, “We shall hear you again concerning this.”
Now, for most of us we might be patting ourselves on the back again thinking, “whew” another bullet point that I don’t have to do anything with. I’m about to get out of here with no homework! 
Well, the lunch bell hasn’t rung yet…
God commands repentance from self-righteous, religious idolatry.
Now you might say, “Where are you getting this from the text?” 
· My answer…it’s not exactly in this text. 
· But I wanted to address this specifically because this is where we, as members of Faith Church need to be on guard and aware.
We looked at Isaiah 66:1-2 earlier…
Isaiah 66:1–2 Thus says the LORD, “Heaven is My throne and the earth is My footstool. Where then is a house you could build for Me? And where is a place that I may rest? 2 “For My hand made all these things, Thus all these things came into being,” declares the LORD. “But to this one I will look, To him who is humble and contrite of spirit, and who trembles at My word.
But notice the next 2 verses…
Isaiah 66:3–4 “But he who kills an ox is like one who slays a man; He who sacrifices a lamb is like the one who breaks a dog’s neck; He who offers a grain offering is like one who offers swine’s blood; He who burns incense is like the one who blesses an idol. As they have chosen their own ways, And their soul delights in their abominations, 4 So I will choose their punishments And will bring on them what they dread. Because I called, but no one answered; I spoke, but they did not listen. And they did evil in My sight And chose that in which I did not delight.”
This is sobering…because this is said to the Israelites.
· The reason they would kill an ox, is because God commanded sacrifices to made in the law.
· The reason they would sacrifice a lamb is because God commanded it in the law.
· The reason they would offer a grain offering is because God commanded it.
Those where not inventions of their own making. The independent, Creator God commanded those things.
So why is God saying, “If you do what I commanded by killing and ox I’m going to view you like a murderer?”
· V.1-2 is the critical context for understanding God’s indictment…God told them Heaven is My throne and earth is my footstool. Where then is a house you could build for Me?
You see the problem…they were doing the “commands” of God, as if God needed them. They were treating God as if he was needy and dependent on them. 
So let’s bring this home to where we live as followers of Christ today. We’re not sacrificing animals and bring grain offerings. So what would Isaiah 66:3-4 read like on this side of the cross of Jesus? 
· Do you think the Lord might ever look at us and say, “The one who reads his or her Bible, I will look on as one who boasts in his own glory and intellect?” 
· Or would the Lord ever say, “The one who prays to me, I will look on as if they are blessing an idol.” 
· Or “The one who attends church and sings, as if they were satirically mocking my name?” 
Here’s the point…do you ever recognize yourself doing things that are clearly commanded by God, but approaching God as if he needs something from you? As if you doing something for him, puts him in your debt.
Essentially treating God like he’s a contractor…
· You’ve hired him to do some project for you. But you’re not going to pay him everything until he’s completed the work. So you pay him in installments of Bible reading, and prayer and church attendance.
· Each installment is a payment that contractually binds God to blessing you…
How might realize that you’re treating God like a contractor and a dependent being? 
· Have you ever found yourself thinking, “If this is what I get for obeying God, then what’s the point?”
Perhaps you’ve obeyed God and sought keep yourself sexual pure and save yourself for marriage. You decided in high school and college that you’re not going to lower the bar of who you’re willing to date because you want to be equally yoked and honor the Lord in your marriage. But then you find into your late 20’s or 30’s you still haven’t found a spouse. And you might look around at other people who are married and think, “I know others that didn’t honor you or had sex before marriage and yet you still gave them a spouse.” What’s the point of obeying you if you’re not going to bless? 
It’s like the complaint of Asaph in Psalm 73…
Psalm 73:13 Surely in vain I have kept my heart pure And washed my hands in innocence;
I’m going to be honest…which is good from a pastor…this is a mentality that I have to be on guard against.
· Not that I’m fighting the situation of being single…
· But the mentality of “I’m trying to serve guys and steward a ministry and things break, problems come up, people have needs or emergencies that get in the way of me being able to move the ball forward.” 
· And I can get frustrated. I can get overwhelmed. I can think, life shouldn’t be this hard! I’m working really hard, and the amount of effort and sacrifice is too much! 
Well, is that not a mentality of, “God, I deserve?” “God, you owe me?” 
· And sure I’m not expecting health, wealth and prosperity…so it’s much easier for me to think me expectations are reasonable! 
God’s independence has been such a powerful reminder to me, God is God. God needs nothing. God can be given nothing that is not his. And I cannot take away anything from God. He is not dependent at all.
Any thought of, “I deserve, this is not fair” that needs to die. That is a view of God owes me, which means I think I’m giving something to God. 
That self-righteous, religious idolatry needs to die. And I’m thankful that God has been gracious and merciful in helping me do that. 
· But I really desire God to continue to help me live in repentance and grow more holy so that this religious, self-justifying idolatry is less and less prevalent in my heart. 
Finally, if we are going to forsake and repent of idolatry, that means we must simultaneously be turning to…
Trust the only God who is an all-sufficient Savior and Judge (Acts 17:31-34). 
Acts 17:31–34 because He has fixed a day in which He will judge the world in righteousness through a Man whom He has appointed, having furnished proof to all men by raising Him from the dead.” 32 Now when they heard of the resurrection of the dead, some began to sneer, but others said, “We shall hear you again concerning this.” 33 So Paul went out of their midst. 34 But some men joined him and believed, among whom also were Dionysius the Areopagite and a woman named Damaris and others with them.
Let me ask you this…is Jesus the only person who has been raised from the dead?
· According to the Bible, “No.” Jesus is not the only one.
· There are examples in the OT. There are examples in the NT that Jesus raised from the dead. But we also have an example of Paul raising a person from the dead.
So why does Jesus’ resurrection prove that He is going to judge the whole world? 
· For one—no one else predicted their resurrection from the dead. No one else who was raised from the dead predicted their death and exactly how it would come to be.
· Two—no one else chose to die on their own initiative. Their lives were taken from them either by sickness, old age, falling out of a window. Something happened to them where they died.
· Not so with Jesus. When he died on the cross, he cried out and gave up his Spirit. In other words, he chose to die. No one else chooses to die. But Jesus did because he is the independent 2nd person of the Trinity that sustains himself. 
· Three—no one else who was resurrected RAISED THEMSELVES from the dead!
Jesus said in John 10:18 No one has taken it away from Me, but I lay it down on My own initiative. I have authority to lay it down, and I have authority to take it up again. This commandment I received from My Father.”
So Jesus’ death, burial and resurrection proves his claims to be the independent, Creator God. And because he is the independent God who needs nothing and is dependent on no one, he is the only one that can actually save you!
Everyone, and everything else in all creation is dependent on something, and if you are looking to something else that is dependent that means it can not ultimately promise to save you.
Here’s a simple financial illustration:
· There are banks that are Federally insured, and they say if the bank fails, they government insures up to $250k. 
· Well that’s great. But is it a guarantee that our government won’t default? Is it a guarantee that the dollar will continue to be strong or not become worthless? 
The answer is of course, “no.” 
· The government insuring you, is dependent on the dollar still be worth something!
Similarly, if you are trusting in anything that is dependent on anything for your salvation, then you cannot have any certainty in your salvation. 
But because God is independent, the good news is that makes him God! And the independent, Creator God has graciously offered a way for salvation through faith in Jesus’ death, burial and resurrection. 
So if you’ve never done so before, I would urge you to see that you need a savior, and the only Savior that can deliver on his promise for salvation is Jesus. 
If you have trusted in Jesus, my prayer is that your eyes have been opened more to the glory of God through his independence.
· You do not wake this God up. He is the God that wakes you up and sustains you.
· He is not a god you put to sleep. He is the God he gives sleep to you.
· You do not feed this God. He is the God who feeds you.
What an amazing God we have! 


2

image1.jpeg




image2.png
How Offering Food

J i

So this question about why we offer

wa . ____aivediva-wedontoffer . __ _ _




