Living As Jesus Intended #2
1 Timothy 1:8-10
Title: A Good Fight Fueled by Grace
Prioritizing the Gospel 
Living as Jesus Intended.  
The purpose and title of the series is drawn from 1 Timothy…
1 Timothy 3:14-15 I am writing these things to you, hoping to come to you before long; 15 but in case I am delayed, I write so that you will know how one ought to conduct himself in the household of God, which is the church of the living God, the pillar and support of the truth.
The church is described as the household of God. It’s a family with members of the family who are united in Christ by faith and baptized with the Holy Spirit.
· the church of the living God
· The pillar and support of the truth.
Last week we kicked off our Series of Living as Jesus Intended for the church to experience joy, purpose and blessing. 
Paul charged Timothy:
· to instruct men not to teach strange doctrines 
· and the application for us that the pastors would protect the church from false teaching.
A Good Fight Fueled by Grace
Remember that Timothy was asked to remain in Ephesus as Paul continued into Macedonia. When news came to Paul about what was going on in the church: 
· Paul wrote to encourage and empower Timothy to address the problems
· false teaching and sinful living
· Paul wrote to Timothy to instruct the church how to live in response to the gospel truth as Jesus intended.
READ 1 Timothy 1:8-10
The main idea of the passage in the context of guarding against false teaching…
Main Idea: The right understanding of the Law and Grace transforms lives and preserves the gospel.
I. Proper Use of the Law illuminates Grace (1 Tim 1:8-11)
How to use the law lawfully?  Or properly in a legitimate manner.
v. 7 – the false teachers understood and applied the law unlawfully. Both improper understanding and application.
1 Timothy 1:3, 6-7 so that you may instruct certain men not to teach strange doctrines… For some men, straying from these things, have turned aside to fruitless discussion, 7 wanting to be teachers of the Law, even though they do not understand either what they are saying or the matters about which they make confident assertions.
a. Recognize that the Law is good
1 Tim 1:8 – “But we know that the Law is good, if one uses it lawfully”
There are both right and wrong ways to use the law, 
· Before we touch on the teaching of how to use the law, 
· We must understand what Law is mentioned.
The Bible uses the Law in several ways:
1. GENERALLY – The general requirements of God for mankind. 
· Romans 1 says God has revealed Himself sufficiently that we should know how to live under His authority.  
· We are created beings; 
· We are responsible to obey and worship our Creator
2. SCRIPTURE. The Law. 
· The first 5 books of the Bible.
· the Torah or Pentateuch
· Or the OT Scriptures as a whole “the Law and Prophets”
3. The LAW OF CHRIST. In the NT.
· The way to live under the new covenant, no longer under the Old Covenant.
4. MOSAIC LAW. Or OT Law.
· In our series this past Spring in Galatians remember how the conflict between Paul and the false teachers was regarding circumcision and requiring it, a requirement of the Mosaic Covenant. They were using the law unlawfully to go against the gospel of justification by faith.
· That was a wrong use of the law, the Mosaic Covenant.
· When the Law is not used lawfully, it produces teaching not in line with the gospel and living that it out of step with the gospel.
· It distorts the grace of God in the gospel.
To use the Law lawfully, we must recognize that the Mosaic Law is good. It’s not bad.
· Good because it reveals what God is like.
· Good because it reflects God’s character.
The problem is not the Law, but sinners who break the law. So we never want to communicate in such a way that suggests the Law was bad. 
Often for Christians, when we say that we are not saved by our works in keeping the Law, that’s not a dig that the Law is bad. 
In Romans, Paul describes the Law in a similar way…
Romans 7:12 So then, the Law is holy, and the commandment is holy and righteous and good.
Paul connects the characteristics of the Law, with the character of God the Lawgiver. 
· Holy and Righteous and Good.
We must recognize that it is good. Because it explains and reflects God’s character. 
APPLICATION: 
1. Personal Attitude: ”BURDEN” or “BACKWARD” or “BIGONE ERA” OR…“GOOD,” When the law is used lawfully it is “good,” not a “burden.” YOU SHOULD LOVE IT!
a. When you are trusting Jesus and understanding the law and using the law lawfully you love it because you understand its goodness…you understand God’s goodness and kindness and grace, and it’s not a bad thing. Consider Psalm 119
“Your word I have treasured in my heart,
“I have rejoiced in the way of Your testimonies”
“I shall delight in Your statutes”
“Your testimonies also are my delight”
“I cling to Your testimonies”
“Make me walk in the path of Your commandments,
“For I delight in it”
“For Your ordinances are good. Behold, I long for Your precepts”
“For I wait for Your ordinances”
“For I seek Your precepts”
“I shall delight in Your commandments,
Which I love”
“And I shall lift up my hands to Your commandments,
Which I love”
“O how I love Your law!
It is my meditation all the day.”


2. Discipling Others: In your discipleship, mentoring, counseling, parenting talk about and illustrate why the Law is good…it’s an expression of God’s kindness and goodness.
John 1:16-17 – “For from his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ.” 
For example – Instructing my children…what does the Law reveal about what God is like? Why God is worthy of worship? Why are his ways good? 
3. Warning against false teaching: Marcion Heresy.
Taught…there is a different God of the Gospel in the NT – Kind and loving and benevolent who is different than the Hebrew God of the OT who was malevolent.
Therefore, our first step in lawfully using the law. RECOGNIZING THE LAW IS GOOD. 
The second lawful use of the law is to…
b. Use the Law to teach right living
1 Timothy 1:9 – “realizing the fact that law is not made for a righteous person, but for those who are lawless and rebellious, for the ungodly and sinners, for the unholy and profane, for those who kill their fathers or mothers, for murderers”
God tells us that the law was not made for the righteous person, but for the unrighteous lawbreaker. We know this from experience.
· Laws against vandalism exist because sinful people vandalize.
· Laws against stealing exist because sinful people steal.
· Laws against perjury exist because sinful people lie under oath.
· Laws against driving while intoxicated exist because sinful people commit drunkenness. 
Three common purposes that many theologians have helpfully categorized for a right use of the law for…1. Revealing Sin, 2. Restraining Sin, 3. Regulate Righteousness.
1. REVEALING SIN
Romans 3:20 - “Because by the works of the Law no flesh will be justified in His sight; for through the Law comes the knowledge of sin.” 
Romans 7:7 - “What shall we say then? Is the Law sin? May it never be! On the contrary, I would not have come to know sin except through the Law; for I would not have known about coveting if the Law had not said, “You shall not covet.”
A good use of the law reveals and brings awareness of sin before a holy God to the lawbreaker.
Application: Consider to love those caught in sin who are experiencing the consequences. Call it what God calls it. To make them aware. In hope God brings conviction.
2. RESTRAINING SIN
The law also serves the purpose of restraining the lawless and lawbreakers from acting as evil as they could if there were not laws that punish the evil out of the fear of consequences…Lawful use of the law restrains sin.
Romans 3:3-4 - “For rulers are not a cause of fear for good behavior, but for evil. Do you want to have no fear of authority? Do what is good and you will have praise from the same; for it is a minister of God to you for good. But if you do what is evil, be afraid; for it does not bear the sword for nothing; for it is a minister of God, an avenger who brings wrath on the one who practices evil.”
3. REGULATING RIGHTEOUSNESS.
The Law is also instructive for regulating what is righteous and how man ought to live loving God and neighbor. 
“You shall not steal” regulates that righteousness instead will involve working hard and giving to love others like our God worked and gave and loved us.
“You shall not commit adultery” regulates that righteousness is loyal covenant love between a man and a woman in marriage.
The law teaches the lawbreakers on how God desires for them to live… Paul’s list in verses 9–10 alludes to some of the Ten Commandments (commands 5-9).
Now look at verse 11…this is where we see how the law when used lawfully brings a spotlight to the glorious good news of the blessed God! 
1 Timothy 1: 10b-11 “whatever else is contrary to sound teaching, according to the glorious gospel of the blessed God, with which I have been entrusted.”
· Lawful use of the Law highlights the grace of Our Lord Jesus Christ.
· Sound teaching about the Law will bring out the glory of the gospel.
c. Give glory to God in how the gospel fulfills the Law
· Proper use of the law displays the good news of the gospel. Prioritizing the gospel, means pointing out to people their sin problem. 
1. For the gospel only seems such gloriously good news, when you understand the bad news about how sinful we are and undeserving of God’s grace.
2. Most people do not actually believe that they are born in sin and a “bad person” so they don’t see their need to turn from their evil ways and deeds and trust Jesus Christ, the Son of God to rescue them from their sin.
3. I often appreciate how Ray Comfort, uses the law to share the good news of the Gospel in the city of Huntington Beach, CA where I grew up.
· He starts by asking people if they think they are good person. Most say yes or “not perfect” but not as bad as some.
· They he uses the law.
· Have you ever lied.
· Have you ever stolen.
· Have you ever used God’s name in vain.
· Have you ever lusted after someone who is not your spouse
· Have you ever coveted.
· You are a liar. Thief. Blasphemer. Immoral adulterer. Coveteous person…still think you are a good person? Well…when you say it that way.
· The Law reveals just how short we all fall of God’s glory for all have sinned.
Rom 3:23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,
· The Law reveals how no one is righteous, not even one.
· The Law reveals how because of our sin we deserve death as the penalty of our sin, and we stand condemned deserving the wrath of God for our rebellion. 
Rom 6:23 For the wages of sin is death,
This bad news helps us appreciate the glory of the good news of Jesus Christ….
Rom 6:23 For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.
Through faith in Christ, we can be forgiven of our sins.
Through faith in Christ, the righteous one Jesus, died for the unrighteous, to bring us to God.
Praise the Lord that through Jesus Christ Risen Savior we receive eternal life by faith.

When we rightly see ourselves as lawbreakers apart from the grace of God. It helps us appreciate the righteousness of Jesus and his goodness and highlights why he alone can fulfill the law…. 
Matt 5:17 - “Do not think that I came to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I did not come to abolish but to fulfill.  
APPLICATION: Gospel appeal…
Each of these labels…described us apart from Christ…we were all once lawbreakers. 
· Believer appreciating anew how amazing God’s kindness was toward you in Christ.
· Non-believer.
1. Which lawbreaking do you see is most evident in your life?
· There is person after person through church history that could testify to God’s grace and how Jesus saved them.
The apostle Paul, shared his own past and testimony of how God’s…
II. Grace Transforms lives
· Paul begins by sharing his own testimony, about how God’s grace transformed his life even though he was once a false teacher and persecutor of Jesus Christ.

a. Grace transformed Paul’s life
God’s grace made him a new creation in Christ. The Old Paul Against Christ vs. the new Paul in Christ.
Acts 8-9
[Explain Paul’s testimony]
1 Tim 1:12-13 -  I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who has strengthened me, because He considered me faithful, putting me into service, even though I was formerly a blasphemer and a persecutor and a violent aggressor. Yet I was shown mercy because I acted ignorantly in unbelief;
1 Tim 1:14 and the grace of our Lord was more than abundant, with the faith and love which are found in Christ Jesus.
b. Grace offers new beginnings
1 Tim 1:15  It is a trustworthy statement, deserving full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, among whom I am foremost of all. 
Rom 10:9-10 - that if you confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord, and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved; for with the heart a person believes, resulting in righteousness, and with the mouth he confesses, resulting in salvation.
c. Grace motives us to live in response to the gospel
1 Tim 1:16 Yet for this reason I found mercy, so that in me as the foremost, Jesus Christ might demonstrate His perfect patience as an example for those who would believe in Him for eternal life. 
2 Peter 3:9 The Lord is not slow about His promise, as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing for any to perish but for all to come to repentance.
1 Tim 1:17 Now to the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and glory forever and ever. Amen.
Main Idea: The right understanding of the Law and Grace transforms lives and preserves the gospel.
A right use of Law illuminates the grace of the gospel, and the grace of God transforms lives, but, it also empowers us to protect the gospel.
III. Living for Christ means rejecting false teaching

a. Fight the good fight by holding fast the gospel
1 Tim 1:18-19 – “This command I entrust to you, Timothy, my son, in accordance with the prophecies previously made concerning you, that by them you fight the good fight, keeping faith and a good conscience, which some have rejected and suffered shipwreck in regard to their faith.”
b. With grace and love, call out false teachers
1 Tim 1:19-20 keeping faith and a good conscience, which some have rejected and suffered shipwreck in regard to their faith. 20 Among these are Hymenaeus and Alexander, whom I have handed over to Satan, so that they will be taught not to blaspheme.
Main Idea: The right understanding of the Law and Grace transforms lives and preserves the gospel.
Let’s pray.
