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Good morning, Faith – I’m excited to be with you again to learn from God’s Word together. You are aware that we began a series walking through Paul’s first letter to a young man and pastor whose name was Timothy. 

The Apostle Paul had mentored this young man in the faith. In fact, Paul would often send timothy to different churches to represent him (1 Cor. 4:17).

But the purpose for by which Paul writes to this young pastor fits our fall series of Living as Jesus Intended. 

The entire letter largely pertains to how God’s people are to conduct themselves in the household of faith. 

· Chapters 1-3 are addressed to Timothy.
· Chapters 4-6 are addressed to the Church. 

The church of the redeemed is to conduct themselves in a particular way because of who the church represents! 

This evil world system has a way they conduct themselves and God’s people has a way they conduct themselves too. 

When I was in Bible College in upstate NY, I keenly remember a movement that is no longer a movement today – many called it The Emerging Church Movement. Some of you older saints may be conversant with that movement. 

On the other hand, you younger saints here were almost literally born yesterday and have no idea what I am talking about it! 

It didn’t touch you young people on a personal level, but I remember it well. 

The movement gained steam in the 1990’s and finally shipwrecked itself around 2010. The movement essentially self-destructed along it’s false teachers who espoused certain views which I will explain in a moment.

I can recall my days in a Bible College in upstate New York when this movement was super popular. 

But as popular as this movement was in the eyes of a good many young people, it was, by and large, shrouded in mystery and abject confusion. 

I remember going through great difficulty trying understand what the movement actually was. It was like trying to nail Jello to a wall. 

Then come to find out, those who embraced it said that it was ok to embrace ambiguity and mystery! 

No wonder why so many were confused in those days! It was deliberately undefinable! Nobody knew how to conduct themselves in this movement! 

Let me read an excerpt from 9 Marks Ministries about the Emerging Church – it was written in 2010[footnoteRef:1] –   [1:  https://www.9marks.org/answer/what-emerging-church/] 


“The emerging church is an incredibly diverse movement that sprung up out of evangelical Christianity sometime in the 1990’s. Since it has had no confession of faith, no formally recognized leaders, no denominational structure, and no official institutions, it is difficult to speak accurately about the emerging church as a whole. That said, here are some traits that characterize many within the emerging church movement. Participants in the emerging church conversation tend to:”
Think that the church must seriously adapt its beliefs and practices if it is to be relevant to our postmodern generation.
Want to raise questions instead of answering them.
Favor dialogue over preaching.
Favor stories over systematic theology.
Pit community against authority and prefer the former.
(9 Marks Ministries, What is The Emerging Church, March 10, 2010)

I want you to understand something : Whenever you have trouble trying to define a movement, you ultimately have to define it by what it doesn’t believe! 

So in the case of The Emerging Church Movement, it was largely skeptical about how the church ought to conduct itself. It was quite against gathering together for worship. 

Instead, let’s grab a coffee together and have a dialogue rather than to have someone preach the Word of God to you!  In fact, get rid of the pulpit and put a table down and have a discussion, rather than to preach propositional truths from the Scripture 

Listen to me: There was nothing formal about that movement whatsoever. It was steeped in ambiguity and mystery. But it sure despised how Christians surrendered to propositional truths of Scripture! 
Last week, Pastor Rod cited for us last week the purpose for which Paul was writing to this young pastor, and to the church at large. How about this for clarity! 
1 Timothy 3:15 “but in case I am delayed, I write so that you will know how one ought to conduct himself in the household of God, which is the church of the living God, the pillar and support of the truth.” 

Christian – 

· Embrace clarity over ambiguity any day of the week.
· Embrace propositional truths over confusion and chaos any day of the week. 

With that in mind, please turn to 1 Timothy 2:1-15. I want to walk through the text verse-by verse. I need all the time I can spare, so it makes sense to get right into the text.

We’ve titled this particular this sermon God’s Blueprint for church Gatherings. 

God’s Word is clear. It is not ambiguous or unclear. And if God’s Word is clear, it follows he wants us to know what his Word means by what it says

And as we walk through these verses, we will be left with a clear understanding of how Jesus intends us to live, especially when the church gathers. 

We’ve narrowed these verses down to 3 Gospel Shaped Priorities For an Orderly Church. 

God demands specific conduct from his people when his people gather together as a church. 

I. The Priority and Scope of Corporate Prayer 

Note how Paul begins – Living as Jesus intends means that we will be a people cloaked in prayer. And Paul starts off his letter to Timothy to say that…

a. The Practice of Prayer (v. 1)

1 Timothy 2:1 “First of all, then, I urge that entreaties and prayers, petitions and thanksgivings, be made on behalf of all men…” (stop)

In other words, prayer is not to be an after thought in the believer’s life. It has to be a top priority. 





I love what Spurgeon said on the priority of prayer[footnoteRef:2] –  [2:  https://americanpastor.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/08/The-Soul-Winner-Spurgeon.pdf ] 


“The soul-winner must be a master of the art of prayer. You cannot bring souls to God if you go not to God yourself. You must get your battle-axe, and your weapons of war, from the armoury of sacred communion with Christ. If you are much alone with Jesus, you will catch His Spirit; you will be fired with the flame that burned in His breast, and consumed His life. You will weep with the tears that fell upon Jerusalem when He saw it perishing; and if you cannot speak so eloquently as He did, yet shall there be about what you say somewhat of the same power which in Him thrilled the hearts and awoke the consciences of men. My dear hearers, specially you members of the church, I am always so anxious lest any of you should begin to lie upon your oars, and take things easy in the matters of God's kingdom. There are some of you—I bless you, and I bless God at the remembrance of you,—who are in season, and out of season, in earnest for winning souls, and you are the truly wise; but I fear there are others whose hands are slack, who are satisfied to let me preach, but do not themselves preach; who take these seats, and occupy these pews, and hope the cause goes well, but that is all they do. The Soul Winner, pg. 130)

Christian, if living as Jesus means anything at all, it means we will be a kind of people cloaked in prayer – cloaked in thanksgivings – cloaked in intercessions. 

That’s ought to be our spiritual disposition! In fact, if we were to walk through the halls of OT history, one of the things we find is how God’s people prayed. 

· The prophet Daniel prayed for Israel’s repentance – 

Daniel 9:10-11 “17 So now, our God, listen to the prayer of Your servant and to his supplications, and for Your sake, O Lord, let Your face shine on Your desolate sanctuary. 18 O my God, incline Your ear and hear! Open Your eyes and see our desolations and the city which is called by Your name; for we are not presenting our supplications before You on account of any merits of our own, but on account of Your great compassion. 19 O Lord, hear! O Lord, forgive! O Lord, listen and take action! For Your own sake, O my God, do not delay, because Your city and Your people are called by Your name.”

It was his disposition to pray - prayer was the warp and woof of his life!

In the book of Acts, Stephen, just prior to his death, prayed for the salvation of his executioners

Acts 7:59-60 “They went on stoning Stephen as he called on the Lord and said, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit!” 60 Then falling on his knees, he cried out with a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them!” Having said this, he fell asleep.”
And what came out as an to his prayer was the salvation of the earliest Christian’s and foremost greatest persecutor of the faith named Saul of Tarsus who we now know of as the Apostle Paul! 

Stephen’s posture was that of prayer, even until the point of death. So when we gather together for worship, we make it our practice to pray. 

Now, let’s look at…

b. The Targets of Prayer (v.2)

Note, what Paul said – Timothy, instruct God’s people to pray…

1 Timothy 2:2a “For kings and all who are in authority… 

That’s who we are to God – even if we don’t. like them! We are to pray for those we vote for or don’t vote for. 

Back in 2017, I said this on my Facebook wall: “It's very popular to hate Donald Trump. It's even less popular to pray for him.” And I quoted 1 Timothy 2:2-5

After I said that, the reaction I received by one particular person was less than pleasant. Here’s was my exchange – 

“I'll pray for him all right ... for him to be impeached”

My response: “That's fine - pray for his salvation too, if you will. Spurgeon said it well, "If any man thinks ill of you, do not be angry with him, for you are worse than he thinks you to be." - C.H. Spurgeon

His response: “Okay David, I'll pray for his salvation as well, ONCE he's out of office.” 

In other words, unless certain conditions are met – I won’t pray for his salvation! That’s what this man was saying. But that is not what Scripture teaches.

At that point, I gave a few more responses and dropped the discussion I was having with that person because he missed the heart of what I was saying, but even more so, what verse 2 is saying. 

But I want to call to your attention something else – when Paul penned his first letter to Timothy, who was the emperor in office at that time? 

Answer: Emperor Nero! No one in this room needs to be a scholar to understand that Emperor Nero was an extraordinary wicked ruler. The guy was a monster. 
He makes president Donald Trump look like a saint! 

But as wicked as Nero was, even he believed in the rule of law in some measure. In fact, Rome flourished economically for a time under Emperor Nero’s rule. 

Having said that, Paul instructs Timothy to pray for Emperor Nero – a murderer of Christians in those days. 

Don’t just pray for him – pray for his constitutions and anyone else holding positions of authority! 

Now, this leads us to answer the WHY…

c. The Purpose of Prayer (v. 2b)

1 Timothy 2:2b “…so that we may lead a tranquil and quiet life in all godliness and dignity.” (stop)

In other words, we are to pray for those in authority because we understand that a coalition of leaders can approximate favorable conditions by which the spread of Christianity will not be hindered. 

And when you have favorable governmental scales of justice that approximate Romans 13, the more Christianity will flourish. That’s essentially how I view the voting process in my country. 

I typically start with the heart of Jeremiah the prophet in 29:7  – to “seek the peace of the city where I have sent you into exile, and pray to Yahweh on its behalf; for in its peace you will have peace.’” 

That is to say, whatever influence Jeremiah could have while he was in exile that would benefit the good of his people and the society around him, he would seek the welfare of the city. 

Whether it would be through prayer and even some measure of political influence, he would seek to do that – that is the heart of loving your neighbor. 

Then after that I would move to Romans 13 and the purpose or role of Government – that the government purpose is to act as minister to God for the good and bear the sword against those who do evil. 



The purpose of government is to restrain evil (Romans 13). The purpose of my vote is for the *hope* that the party I choose will approximate God's design for human government. 

The last thing I would want is a party who will reverse God’s design such that it allows for the slaughter of the innocent, or the mutilation of little children, or the wholesale liquidation of religious influence upon society. 

So when I see a coalition of people seeking to overturn those rudimentary governing restraints such that it begins to overthrow laws to restrain evil, or to eradicate the nuclear family, or the doing away of the church and enlightened Christian principles of our founders...it becomes pretty clear that my vote matters to restrain as much evil as possible.

But most of all, that I pray for those in authority over me to promote favorable conditions for the Gospel to be advanced. 

Jesus intends for us to live out our faith and one of the ways we do it is by praying for those, even if such persons are enemies of the Cross. 

d. The Theological Basis (vv.3-7) for why we do what we do?

Paul tells us in verses 3-7 – note what he said to Timothy…

1 Timothy 2:3-7 “This is good and acceptable in the sight of God our Savior, 4 who desires all men to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth. 5 For there is one God, and one mediator also between God and men, the man Christ Jesus, 6 who gave Himself as a ransom for all, the testimony given at the proper time. 7 For this I was appointed a preacher and an apostle (I am telling the truth, I am not lying) as a teacher of the Gentiles in faith and truth.”

Prayer reflects God’s heart. He desires all people to be saved and to come to a knowledge of the truth. 

Now, Paul is not teaching Universalism here – Universalism teaches that all people God has made will ultimately go to heaven. 

That’s not what this verse teaches – what we are seeing hear in theological circles is called God’s Will of Disposition. This refers to God’s personal attitude toward certain things.

· God desires all men to be saved and to believe in Jesus, even though many will go through the broad gate that leads to eternal damnation.

· God takes no pleasure in the death of the wicked. 

So not all will be saved, only those who believe

· God delights in those who do righteousness and is grieved when people sin and are against him. 

Any person who comes to God the Father must go through His Son who died in the place of sinners. He is both our mediator as well as our ransom paid to God to purchase a people for himself out of the marketplace of sin. 

Although Christians are appointed to some kind of ministry in the local church, all believers are appointed to give the Gospel. 

So, God blueprint is that we are a people who

· Practice of Prayer
· Target of Prayer. Those in authority, including those we don’t like.
· Theological Basis. This pleases God. 

Now, note how Paul moves his finger down theological blueprint with regards to…

II. The Conduct of Men and Women in The Church (vv. 8-10)

And Paul starts with…

a. The Mandate for Men (v. 8)

1 Timothy 2:8 “Therefore I want the men in every place to pray, lifting up holy hands, without wrath and dissension.” 

That is to say, the ones who are to shoulder this stewardship are the men. This does not mean that women are inferior to men in general, but it does serve as a blueprint by which order among God’s people are to be conducted. 

And the men are to be characterized being “without wrath and dissension” – they are men of holiness as seen by their conduct. 

We are not called to exhibit a flawless, unblemished life, but we are to live out a fruitful life. 

Character does not mean a complete lack of mistakes, but it does mean that there is in the life of every believer a beautiful harvest that a life rooted in faith naturally produces over time. 



Next, Paul talks about…

b. The Mandate for Women (v. 9)

I’m sweating bullets right now! Nevertheless, we need to read God’s blueprint and properly handle the text and what it means. 

1 Timothy 2:9 “Likewise, I want women to adorn themselves with proper clothing, modestly and discreetly, not with braided hair and gold or pearls or costly garments.” 

In other words, don’t arrange yourself in such a way where you are hyper focused on externals. 

It’s not that a woman can’t braid her hair. It’s not that you can’t look beautiful. It’s not that there is no place for lovely clothes. 

But if you are so transfixed on externals – then check your heart. Paul is also not advocating for you to look like a sloppy mess or wear something that is unbecoming. 

Because the focus is not so much on your looks as it is…

c. The Focus on Character (v.10)

1 Timothy 2:10 “…but rather by means of good works, as is proper for women making a claim to godliness.” 

III. The Order of Leadership and Roles in the Assembly (1 Timothy 2:11–15)

a. The Manner of Learning (v.11) 

1 Timothy 2:11 “A woman must quietly receive instruction with entire submissiveness.”

Women are instructed to learn quietly with all submissiveness when the church comes together. 

b. The Restriction on Authority (v. 12)

1 Timothy 2:12 “But I do not allow a woman to teach or exercise authority over a man, but to remain quiet.”

Now, Paul is referring to the careful and authoritative transmission of biblical truth. And in the pastoral letters, “teaching” always refers to authoritative public instruction (cf. 1 Timothy 4:11-16; 2 Timothy 3:16; 4:2) 

It is that sense that women ought to remain “quiet” – remain quiet and do not preach – do not usurp the man function given to him by God himself. 

To usurp this role/function is an act of rebellion against the Lord who ordained this role for men called to the pulpit ministry. 

Paul restricts women from teaching or exercising authority over men in the church when it comes to the public teaching of God’s Word when they assemble together.  

And the reason for this is grounded in… 

c. The Order of Creation (v. 13) 

1 Timothy 2:13 “For it was Adam who was first created, and then Eve.”

The restriction is grounded in creation order, noting Adam was formed first, then Eve.

d. The Disorder of The Fall (v.14)

1 Timothy 2:14 “And it was not Adam who was deceived, but the woman being deceived, fell into transgression.”

Paul cites the fall - Adam was not deceived, but the woman was deceived and became a transgressor. 

Satan targeted Eve in his craftiness, causing her to question God's truth and command. 

Eve acted independently of her head (Adam) and took the lead in the transgression, while Adam failed in his responsibility by following her lead, rather than protecting his wife. 

Paul uses this to demonstrate how ignoring God's created order leads to disorder, mirroring problems happening in the local church at Ephesus. 

e. The Promise of Preservation (v.15)

1 Timothy 2:15 “But women will be preserved through the bearing of children if they continue in faith and love and sanctity with self-restraint.”

(Explain what this verse does NOT mean! For instance, it does NOT mean that a women is perpetually saved if she continues to have kids!) 
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