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Three reasons why Christians can find comfort in Christ when facing persecution!

I am thankful for the studies that our church has been doing this year.  The study through the book of Hebrews that we have been doing for the majority of the year has truly been a help in my life as am reminded to keep my focus on Christ.

As a church we have turned our attention to the Upper Room discourse found in John 13-17.  In this passage the disciples are bit alarmed because the familiar is all about to change.
· Jesus has told them that one of the disciples they trusted, Judas is going to betray Jesus and turn him over to persecution and death.
· In fact they trusted Judas so much they had given him all of the money they had for him to take care of.
· And even when Jesus identified that the person dipping his bread with him at dinner would be the one who would do it, and immediately Judas left, they still did not get that it was Judas.
· Jesus had told Peter that although Peter was passionate to proclaim his love for Jesus that shortly after Jesus would be arrested, Peter would deny Jesus 3 times.
· And Jesus told them that soon He would be arrested and killed for sins He never committed.
· Suddenly the disciples lives were flipped upside down!
· Jesus the one they had followed for 3 years was about to be gone.
· And they were faced with how they were going to handle that fact.
And in the midst of that we find the teachings of Jesus that lead us to our summer series, Untroubled: Relying on the Comfort of Christ. 
· In these words of Jesus, we find incredible hope for us as we face a variety of trials and difficulties.

This last Friday we celebrated our freedom in our country.  My family celebrated by going to a baseball game and instead of eating French toast we had some Freedom Toast for breakfast.
Then we went home and celebrated some more by watching all the neighbors waste their money on fireworks while we rested at the house.  And it was nice.
Then we got up on Saturday and further enjoyed those freedoms by just living life in the land of free and the home of the brave.
This morning, none of us had to park our cars down the street and sneak into a tunnel to worship Jesus.
· This week none of us had to fear that someone would notice that we bowed our head to pray before eating lunch.
· None of us had to dodge the police because we had a Bible in our possession.
However, persecution for truth of the Gospel is a real concern for believers around the world.
Listen to these statistics from around the world that are released by a group called Open Doors which is a Christian agency trying to provide awareness and resources for the persecuted church.

(Kari, can these statistics be made into a graphic that provides a vivid realization of the numbers)
· Currently more than 380 million Christians suffer high levels of persecution and discrimination for their faith
· 1 in 7 Christians are persecuted worldwide.
· 1 in 5 Christians are persecuted in Africa
· 2 in 5 Christians are persecuted in Asia
· Last year 7,679 churches and Christian properties were attacked
· Last year 4,744 Christians were imprisoned
· Last year 4,476 Christians were murdered for their faith.
That gives a bit of perspective to any who might be sitting here and view church as merely a thing to do if there is nothing else to do, while folks around the world are literally dying to have the opportunity to worship Jesus.

That should give a bit of pause for those of us who stay home from church with an “illness” that we would endure to go to work, simply because it is my weekend and I just want to rest at home on Sunday.  Meanwhile people are facing potential death simply to go worship God.

In countries like Afghanistan the police will stop you to check your phone to see if you have a Bible app and if you do you are arrested and beaten.
In countries like North Korea if you are found to be Christian you are immediately placed in work camp for your beliefs.

Now while I want our eyes to recognize the fact that there is persecution around the world.  And while I want us to understand that we are not guaranteed to never face persecution.  Our purpose for today is to focus on the fact that Jesus’s words offer Encouragement When Faced with Opposition!

Follow along as I read, picking up in our text from last week in John 15:12 – 16:4.  That is page __________ of the back section of the Bible under the chair in front of you.
John 15:12–16:4 (NASB95) 
Disciples’ Relation to Each Other 
12 “This is My commandment, that you love one another, just as I have loved you. 
13 “Greater love has no one than this, that one lay down his life for his friends. 
14 “You are My friends if you do what I command you. 
15 “No longer do I call you slaves, for the slave does not know what his master is doing; but I have called you friends, for all things that I have heard from My Father I have made known to you. 
16 “You did not choose Me but I chose you, and appointed you that you would go and bear fruit, and that your fruit would remain, so that whatever you ask of the Father in My name He may give to you. 
17 “This I command you, that you love one another. 
Disciples’ Relation to the World 
18 “If the world hates you, you know that it has hated Me before it hated you. 
19 “If you were of the world, the world would love its own; but because you are not of the world, but I chose you out of the world, because of this the world hates you. 
20 “Remember the word that I said to you, ‘A slave is not greater than his master.’ If they persecuted Me, they will also persecute you; if they kept My word, they will keep yours also. 
21 “But all these things they will do to you for My name’s sake, because they do not know the One who sent Me. 
22 “If I had not come and spoken to them, they would not have sin, but now they have no excuse for their sin. 
23 “He who hates Me hates My Father also. 
24 “If I had not done among them the works which no one else did, they would not have sin; but now they have both seen and hated Me and My Father as well. 
25 “But they have done this to fulfill the word that is written in their Law, ‘THEY HATED ME WITHOUT A CAUSE.’ 
26 “When the Helper comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, that is the Spirit of truth who proceeds from the Father, He will testify about Me, 
27 and you will testify also, because you have been with Me from the beginning. 
Chapter 16 
Jesus’ Warning 
1 “These things I have spoken to you so that you may be kept from stumbling. 
2 “They will make you outcasts from the synagogue, but an hour is coming for everyone who kills you to think that he is offering service to God. 
3 “These things they will do because they have not known the Father or Me. 
4 “But these things I have spoken to you, so that when their hour comes, you may remember that I told you of them. These things I did not say to you at the beginning, because I was with you. 

With our time remaining today, I want us to look at Three reasons why Christians can find comfort in Christ when facing persecution!

The basis for finding that comfort in the midst of persecution, and the need to love one another in the middle of persecution is because…

I. Our identity is in Christ, not in this world (15:17-25)
What are some of the things that you identify with that immediately set you apart?
· I have shared a few times about my passion for college basketball.
· I grew up a University of Illinois fan (and still am)
· I now live in Purdue country and will passively cheer for them
· And I am a huge fan of Nate Oats the head coach at Alabama after going  college with him.
· When Nate was the basketball coach at University of Buffalo we were Buffalo Bison fans.
· When he moved to Alabama, we became Alabama fans.
· If he were to ever move to Duke, well let’s just hope that never happens.
· With his move to Alabama we went all in on our fandom.
· We were driving through Alabama and went out of the way to go see the stadium, In fact my fearless wife convinced a janitor to let us in the arena to see it. (picture of us at Coleman Coliseum)
· But the biggest thing we did was to purchase a bunch of Alabama fan gear.  Shirts, hats, key chains and stickers.
· And some of the responses we got were quite surprising.
· One Pastor on our staff who is an Ohio State fan looked at me from the other side of his desk in a Pastor’s meeting and said, “You know Johnny that hat is really disgusting.”
· But here is the part I was not prepared for.  No matter where you go in the world if you have an Alabama hat or shirt on, someone is going to yell out, Roll Tide.
· It is like a giant community of folks who just enjoy winning and as a result they are not afraid to shout it out.
· Roll Tide.
· Now why do Alabama fans do this?
· Because they have a camaraderie based on a common identity.
Verses 12 – 17 have discussed the importance of having a love for one another.  And the reminder at the beginning of our text today is that it is imperative that we love one another.
As persecution mounts it is in those moments that we need the love of other believers.  Jesus knew what the disciples were about to face and he wanted to remind them that they needed to,
John 15:17 (NASB95) 
17 “This I command you, that you love one another. 


· As believers we have a camaraderie based on our identity in Christ.
· Oh you also were saved by grace?
· Then I ought to love you.
· Oh, you face opposition because you are in Christ, then I love you.
· Oh, you are discouraged because living a life separated for Christ is difficult, then let me rally around you because I love you.

Jesus is now telling His disciples in the Upper Room that they should be ready for a difficult road, because as believers…
a. We are not of this world

Look at the beginning of verse 18 and all of verse 19.
“If the world hates you…If you were of the world, the world would love its own; but because you are not of the world, but I chose you out of the world, because of this the world hates you.” (John 15:18a-19)
The world system finds it’s value from the evil one, Satan.
1 John 5:19 (NASB95) 
19 We know that we are of God, and that the whole world lies in the power of the evil one. 
The entire system of the world is warped and the value system of the world is completely opposite of the value system of those who are in Jesus. 
In the book of Romans (literally the best book on the theology of salvation), the author points out how the world system is completely depraved.
Romans 1:28–32 (NASB95) 
28 And just as they did not see fit to acknowledge God any longer, God gave them over to a depraved mind, to do those things which are not proper, 
29 being filled with all unrighteousness, wickedness, greed, evil; full of envy, murder, strife, deceit, malice; they are gossips, 
30 slanderers, haters of God, insolent, arrogant, boastful, inventors of evil, disobedient to parents, 
31 without understanding, untrustworthy, unloving, unmerciful; 
32 and although they know the ordinance of God, that those who practice such things are worthy of death, they not only do the same, but also give hearty approval to those who practice them. 
Did you catch that?
· The system of the world not only struggles with unrighteousness, wickedness, greed, evil, envy, murder, strife, deceit, malice, gossips, slanderers, haters of God, insolent, arrogant, boastful, inventors of evil, disobedient to parents, without understanding, untrustworthy, unloving, unmerciful.
· Did you catch the end of verse 32:
· THEY NOT ONLY DO THE SAME, BUT ALSO GIVE HEARTY APPROVAL TO THOSE WHO PRACTICE THEM.
· Let me share this with you quickly, be careful the entertainment produced by this world system, because their values are not consistent with Christ’s values.
· “I never want to find delight in a sin my Savior had to die for.”

And since the world system of the evil one is contrary to our system, then he seeks to destroy us.
1 Peter 5:8 (NASB95) 
8 Be of sober spirit, be on the alert. Your adversary, the devil, prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour. 
Even from the beginning their has been a war that has waged because those who are righteous are despised by those who are not righteous.
1 John 3:12 (NASB95) 
Cain, who was of the evil one and slew his brother. And for what reason did he slay him? Because his deeds were evil, and his brother’s were righteous. 

Our verses say that if you were of the world then the world would love you.
· Why?
· Because if you do the same thing as someone with the same struggle as you, then you are ok with it.
· If I am consuming my 8th plate of food at the Golden Trough (I mean Corral) and I see someone else on their 9th, I am not so much looking at them with fear that they are condemning me in their mind.
· But if I look and see my tiny little nutritionist polishing off her second stalk of celery and sipping her water, I am probably thinking, why do you have to be here?

The world will hate you if you live different than the world.

And you should live differently than the world because God chose you out of the world.
Our identity requires us to love one another and to be strong, because we are not of this world.
We also must be unified, and love one another because…

b. The world persecuted our Master first

“You know that it has hated Me before it hated you.  Remember the word that I said to you, ‘A slave is not greater than his master.’ If they persecuted Me, they will also persecute you; if they kept My word, they will keep yours also.” (John 15:18b, 20)

Just look at the hatred of the world towards Jesus in the book of John alone.
John 5:16 – “the Jews were persecuting Jesus, because He was doing these things on the Sabbath.”
John 5:28 – “The Jews were seeking all the more to kill Him, because He not only was breaking the Sabbath, but also was calling God His own Father, making Himself equal with God.”
John 7:1 – “The Jews were seeking to kill Him.”
John 7:32 – “The chief priests and Pharisees sent officers to seize Him.”
John 8:59 – “they picked up stones to throw at Him.”
John 10:31 – “The Jews picked up stones again to stone Him.”
John 11:47-53 – “they plotted to kill Him, then they arrested Him, beat Him, scourged Him, and crucified Him.”

And just when the persecution seems to be too hard in your life, consider your Master and what He has endured.  You can find hope because of Him.

Hebrews 12:3 (NASB95) 
3 For consider Him who has endured such hostility by sinners against Himself, so that you will not grow weary and lose heart. 

Notice the end of this verse.  If they kept My word, they will keep yours also.
· What does this phrase mean?
· For the disciples and for us.
· While the majority of the world will reject the message of the Gospel, there will be some who will accept the message of the Gospel.
· The joy of those who accept Christ far outweighs the agony of those who reject Christ.

If the world persecuted our Master, we know they do this because…

c. The world does not know God
John 15:21–25 (NASB95) 
21 “But all these things they will do to you for My name’s sake, because they do not know the One who sent Me. 
22 “If I had not come and spoken to them, they would not have sin, but now they have no excuse for their sin. 
23 “He who hates Me hates My Father also. 
24 “If I had not done among them the works which no one else did, they would not have sin; but now they have both seen and hated Me and My Father as well. 
25 “But they have done this to fulfill the word that is written in their Law, ‘THEY HATED ME WITHOUT A CAUSE.’ 

Those who are without God are dead in their sins.
Ephesians 2:1 (NASB95) 
Made Alive in Christ 
1 And you were dead in your trespasses and sins, 

And as a result of that deadness there is a hostility toward God.
Romans 8:7 (NASB95) 
7 because the mind set on the flesh is hostile toward God; for it does not subject itself to the law of God, for it is not even able to do so, 

There is a battle that is waging between those who truly know God and those who do not.
· So do not be surprised when persecution comes because you choose to follow the One, they persecuted.

But instead find strength because the afflictions of today are minor in comparison with the joys of eternity.
· Find encouragement because your identity is found in Christ.


II. God is with us even when we are hated for Christ’s sake (15:26-27)

One of the best points of rejoicing is that because your identity is in Christ, you are not alone as your face opposition.

John 15:26–27 (NASB95) 
26 “When the Helper comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, that is the Spirit of truth who proceeds from the Father, He will testify about Me, 
27 and you will testify also, because you have been with Me from the beginning. 

In just a few verses from our text, Jesus reveals to the disciples that soon they would abandon Jesus.
John 16:32 (NASB95) 
32 “Behold, an hour is coming, and has already come, for you to be scattered, each to his own home, and to leave Me alone; and yet I am not alone, because the Father is with Me. 
· Even thought the disciples have scattered and abandoned Jesus
· He will not be alone because God is with Him.

Jesus is telling the disciples here in the Upper Room.
· In the days to come you are going to feel alone.
· However, you are not.
Then he reminds them of what He already told them.
John 14:16–17 (NASB95) 
Role of the Spirit 
16 “I will ask the Father, and He will give you another Helper, that He may be with you forever; 
17 that is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it does not see Him or know Him, but you know Him because He abides with you and will be in you. 

And in the remainder of the New Testament we are reminded of the ministry of the Holy Spirit.
The Holy Spirit does the following:
· It is the Spirit who brings conviction to the unbeliever and causes him to see the truth of the gospel in a clear light. 
· Those who respond to this conviction and place their faith in Jesus Christ receive eternal life and a new nature. 
· The Holy Spirit unites the believer with Christ and places him in the body of Christ, the church. 
· He also unites the believer with Christ in His death, enabling him to live victoriously over sin. 
· The Holy Spirit controls the believer who yields to God and submits himself to God's Word. 
· When these conditions are met, the believer lives in the power of the Spirit and produces the fruit of the Spirit.
· The Holy Spirit indwells the believer permanently.
· While the child of God may sin and grieve the Spirit, the Spirit will never leave the true believer. 
· The Holy Spirit seals the believer. 
· This ministry guarantees the security of the believer "until the day of redemption."

Expound on the trinities involvement here.
· God the Father testifies of the Son
· The Holy Spirit testifies of the Son
· Believers testify of the Son


 

III. The persecution is not over (16:1-4)
John 16:1–4 (NASB95) 
Jesus’ Warning 
1 “These things I have spoken to you so that you may be kept from stumbling. 
2 “They will make you outcasts from the synagogue, but an hour is coming for everyone who kills you to think that he is offering service to God. 
3 “These things they will do because they have not known the Father or Me. 
4 “But these things I have spoken to you, so that when their hour comes, you may remember that I told you of them. These things I did not say to you at the beginning, because I was with you. 


a. He accompanied previous saints
As we look back at the disciples and the early church, we see that they were persecuted.
“Even though they were crucified, stoned, stabbed, dragged, skinned, and burned; every last apostle of Jesus proclaimed His resurrection until his dying breath, refusing to recant under pressure from authorities.  Therefore, their testimony is trustworthy and the resurrection is true.” – Sean McDowell
People do not face the persecution that these apostles faced for something that they are not convinced of.
· I will quickly renounce Alabama basketball if you start skinning me.
· But I am convinced that even at the cost of physical persecution, I desire to never reject the name of Christ.

The apostles were eyewitnesses to the crucifixion of Christ and it changed their life
1 Corinthians 15:3–8 (NASB95) 
3 For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received, that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, 
4 and that He was buried, and that He was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures, 
5 and that He appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. 
6 After that He appeared to more than five hundred brethren at one time, most of whom remain until now, but some have fallen asleep; 
7 then He appeared to James, then to all the apostles; 
8 and last of all, as to one untimely born, He appeared to me also. 

Other early Christians were persecuted for their faith.
· John the Baptist was beheaded
· Stephen was stoned to death
· Nero persecuted the church and established that if a person proclaimed the name of Christ, they should be arrested and possibly killed.

And friends this will not stop.
· As we saw in the introduction, persecution of the church is alive and well.
· And if you watch the news much, it does not take much to see that it could very well be active in our lives soon.
· But remember this, you are not alone in the midst of opposition.

Ultimately…
b. He provides for His children so they will not stumble
Why does God warn the disciples and us of the pending persecution?
· So when the day comes they will not stumble under the pressure.

Wrap it up.



