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God is Holy
Isaiah 6
July 5th, 2026

A week and a half ago Janet and I returned from a trip to Alaska.

It was our first time out there to part of God’s beautiful creation. 

On our way we visited a few FBS current and former students in Van Couver. 

And on our way back we had a delightful time with some missionaries who live in the Kenai Peninsula. 

The work of God’s hands across His creation is truly stunning.

From calving glaciers, to harbor seals floating on ice bergs, to otters relaxing on the backs in the waters, to a bear stalking a mountain goat…all of it was quite inspiring.

However, I was not quite prepared for the sight of Denali also known as Mt. Mckinny. 

I did not know, that people go to Alaska to see this famous mountain as the highest point in North America. 

Although people go to see it, 70% of visitors never get to see it because it is covered with clouds most of the time—

This massive mountain’s structure generates it own clouds.  

So, when our train tour guide told us to look out the window and we would now be in the 30% club….meaning the 30% of the tourist that get to see Denali, I really did not know what the fuss was all about.
I looked out and thought…I see some clouds above some mountains.

And then I looked closer and those were no clouds….

… that was a mountain above the mountains. 
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The white stuff is not clouds.  It is snow on the massive Denali.

This is not the picture I took by the way. 

Denali is the native American term for this mountain…anybody want to guess what “Denali” means? 

The Great One. 

I have seen to the Rocky mountains both in Colorado and toward the North in Montana at Glacier National Park. 

But in comparison Denali left me speechless, stunned, and feeling very small in lite of the Great One that towers over them all. 

For me there was no comparison of any mountain that I had seen to The Great One. 

With the Great One in mind please turn to Isaiah 6

On this Sunday closest to our country’s 250 birthday, in our summer series of studying the attributes of God entitled

God is…

… it is fitting for us to talk about 

God is Holy

Turn to Isaiah 6 in your bibles. 

Isaiah was a prophet who lived around 750 BC. 

He had a unique mission. 

To preach and God told him that nobody would listen. 

How would you like that job?!

God raised up Isaiah to preach precisely about the Holy One, the Great One, because the people had lost sight of The Holy One of Israel.

It was as if they lived in Alaska and because of the clouds they forgot about Denali and only saw the lessor mountain before them.

They were blind to the Holy One of Israel which would leave them without any hope. 

In that context Isaiah’s job was to preach, about the Holy One of Israel, the people would ignore it, be blind to it, and God would seal them in their blindness and bring about necessary correction. 

I will delve into the context a bit more as we go. 

For now follow along with me as a read the Word of the Lord. 


Isaiah 6
1In the year of King Uzziah’s death I saw (Say “I saw”) the Lord sitting on a throne, lofty and exalted, with the train of His robe filling the temple. 
2Seraphim stood above Him, each having six wings: with two he covered his face, and with two he covered his feet, and with two he flew. 
3And one called out to another and said, 
“Holy, Holy, Holy, is the Lord of hosts, 
The whole earth is full of His glory.” 
4And the foundations of the thresholds trembled at the voice of him who called out, while the temple was filling with smoke. 
5Then I said, 
“Woe is me, for I am ruined! 
Because I am a man of unclean lips, 
And I live among a people of unclean lips; 
For my eyes have seen the King, the Lord of hosts.” 
6Then one of the seraphim flew to me with a burning coal in his hand, which he had taken from the altar with tongs. 
7He touched my mouth with it and said, “Behold, this has touched your lips; and your iniquity is taken away and your sin is forgiven.” 
8Then I heard (Say, I heard)  the voice of the Lord, saying, “Whom shall I send, and who will go for Us?” Then I said, “Here am I. Send me!” 
9He said, “Go, and tell this people: 
‘Keep on listening, but do not perceive; 
Keep on looking, but do not understand.’ 
10“Render the hearts of this people insensitive, 
Their ears dull,  (if they cannot hear what are they? Deaf)
And their eyes dim,  (if they cannot see what are they? Blind) 
Otherwise they might see with their eyes, 
Hear with their ears, 
Understand with their hearts, 
And return and be healed.” 
11Then I said, “Lord, how long?” And He answered, 
“Until cities are devastated and without inhabitant, 
Houses are without people 
And the land is utterly desolate, 
12“The Lord has removed men far away, 
And the forsaken places are many in the midst of the land. 
13“Yet there will be a tenth portion in it, 
And it will again be subject to burning, 
Like a terebinth or an oak 
Whose stump remains when it is felled. 
The holy seed is its stump.” 

Today, let’s behold..

Five revelations regarding God’s Holiness that can place us in the appropriate relationship to the Great One. 

We will be organizing our thoughts around these concepts. 

· The Picture of God’s Holiness
· The Impact of God’s Holiness
· The Hindrance to God’s Holiness
· The Response Needed for Failing to Recognize God’s Holiness
· The Solution To Restore Sight to See God’s Holiness

The first revelation is 

1. The Picture of God’s Holiness—Incomparability

Friends, What do you think of when you think of Holiness? 

Most of us think of the absolute perfection of moral purity. 

Definitions of God’s Holiness including God’s moral purity are fairly common. 

However, there is more to God’s Holiness than moral perfection. 

Limiting God’s Holiness to moral purity would be like saying “Denali is the best of all mountains.”

· So, out of all the moral entities in the world God is the perfect moral entity. 

· Just like saying Denali is the best mountain, saying God is the best moral entity does not fully capture what we see here in the text 

Read the text again…

 1In the year of King Uzziah’s death I saw the Lord sitting on a throne, 

lofty and exalted, with the train of His robe filling the temple. 

For sake of comparison, Isaiah references an earthly king…King Uzziah. 

You can read all about King Uzziah’s great accomplishments in 2 Chronicles 26.

· The scriptures go on and on about Uzziah’s great accomplishments UNTIL….

· King Uzziah’s heart became high/exalted. 

· King Uzziah became proud…God struck him with leprosy to humble Him. 

· In that year that this great, king with great accomplishments died….Isaiah saw another King.

· Not the best of all Kings….

· But a King UNLIKE any other.

Isaiah sees a KING WHOLLY DIFFERENT…NOT JUST THE PERFECTION OF EVERY EARTHLY KING…BUT WHOLLY DIFFERENT

· A King that truly is high and lofty

· A King who never dies

· A King whose throne/house is in the heavens and not on earth

· A King whose reign is never ending

· A King who does not reign over a small piece of real estate but He actually created all real estate

· A king who has spiritual, created beings as his attendants…

2Seraphim (spiritual, created beings) stood above Him, each having six wings: with two he covered his face (unwilling to look into the brilliance), and with two he covered his feet (not worthy), and with two he flew (ready to do His willing). 

What earthly King has servants like this? 

3And one called out to another and said, 
“Holy, Holy, Holy, is the Lord of hosts, 
The whole earth is full of His glory.” 
4And the foundations of the thresholds trembled at the voice of him who called out, while the temple was filling with smoke. 

And in the climatic final scene, the supernatural servants of this great King call out “HOLY, HOLY, HOLY”

So from this scene we must derive the picture and understanding of “Holiness.” 

Moral purity is certainly assumed in this scene, but the scene is far more than that….

In the Hebrew language of the OT, when an author wanted to emphasize, the magnitude, certainty, or intensity of something, the Hebrew author would double a description. 

For example, When God told Adam and Eve that Indeed (emphasis) you will die when you eat the fruit, literally the text repeats the verb and the translation is “dying you will die” 

In 2 Kings 25:15, the author repeats the term gold….gold gold to refer to the finest of gold…and the same passage he repeats silver, silver to refer to the choicest of silver
Here the seraphim are repeating the term Holy not 2 times….but  3 times—for superlative, exalted, incomparability. 

But what is the meaning of “holy”? 

The inherent meaning of the term holy is “separate”

Repeating the term Separate, Separate, Separate…This entity on the heavenly throne ruling is utterly and completely separate from anything we know. 

So the picture of Isaiah 6 of God is not simply one of moral purity, but of incomparability. 

There is no King or being like Him that you have ever known  

· Is He utterly morally pure? Yes, but Holiness is more than that

· Is He uncontested in His Power? Yes, but Holiness is more than that

· Is He absolutely in His Sovereignty? Yes, but Holiness is more than that

· Is He Unmatched in His Wisdom? Yes, but Holiness is more than that

· Is He Total in His trustworthiness? Yes, but Holiness is more than that

· Is He bottomless in His Grace? Yes, but Holiness is more than that

· Is He Perfect in His Righteousness? Yes, but Holiness is more than that
Holiness is the combination of all these that make Him utterly unique. 

1. To say that God is “holy” is to say that His splendorous being is unlike any created thing in the heavens, or on the earth, or in the waters, or any physical pleasure, or any physical possession, or any position of power. He is utterly unique

Holiness = Incomparability

2. Also, uniquely in Isaiah the term “The Holy One” referring to Yahweh, God is used 27 times (Is 1:4; 5:19, 24, 10:20; 12:6; 17:7; 29:19, 23; 30:11, 12, 15; 31:1; 37:23; 40:25; 41:14, 16, 20; 43:3, 14; 45:11; 47:4; 48:17; 49:7; 54:5; 55:5; 60:9, 14).
 

3. The first time “holiness” is used of God is in Exodus 15:11 to establish Him to be unlike any other so-called “gods.”  He is the God of “gods,” the Lord of “lords,” the King of “kings.” 

So where does that leave us in response….???

This revelation leads to….a needed second revelation….this one about ourselves…..

2. The Impact of Seeing God’s Holiness—Humiliation

In Alaska, I witnessed something that I have not witnessed before.

People waiting to see Denali—the Great one.

· At one resort, there was a deck facing the Great One.

· As the same resort, they had build massive  tree house facing the Great One

· And on the deck and in the tree house people were waiting for the clouds to part and hopefully get a glimpse of the Great One. 

That day, nobody saw the Great One

But on the day we did see the Great one there was a response of awe, speechlessness, and wonder.

In face of the grandeur of the sight, I felt small, insignificant.



Greatness is always strangely attractive to us but at the same time threatening

Why is greatness or utter incomparability attractive to us…because our hearts were designed to be filled with the glory and wonder of God.

However, why is greatness threatening to us? 

Because in our pride we have exalted ourselves to be great, and the greatness of another, whether God, or someone better than me is always threat to a sense of our own deluded greatness. 

I mentioned that Uzziah was a great King.

I did not mention that Isaiah served in the King’s court. 

In Jewish tradition, He may have even been related to the king

The point being is that Isaiah Himself was in the elite class. 

Isaiah, himself, even as a prophet of God was tainted and stained by the same condition as the people among whom he served.

And though, he was a prophet of the Greatest King, He still needed a revelation of God’s Holiness. 

And when he beheld God….

5Then I said, 
“Woe is me, for I am ruined! 
Because I am a man of unclean lips, 
And I live among a people of unclean lips; 
For my eyes have seen the King, the Lord of hosts.” 
Truly beholding the holiness of God results in humiliation—putting an individual into the proper perspective of another. Humiliation is being reduced to lowliness, submission, and/or a right estimate of one’s self. 

All that I thought made me great is totally undone

In Isaiah’s case--even being a spokes man for God as a prophet is undone—notice he feels the impact at his mouth for a reason—he was a prophet, a spokes person for God. 

All that I cling to on earth in which I find my greatness…

· Being successful in my job
· Being righteous in my conduct
· Being praised by my peers
· Being rich compared to everyone else
· Being more beautiful
· Being more sexual alluring
· Being more manly man….
· Being a more better Christian
· Being a more wise person..
· Being a good husband
· Being a good wife
· Being the best parent

Beholding the  incomparable, unmatched greatness, HOLY HOLY ONE shatters all of pretend greatness and invites not exaltation of self…but actually condemnation of self…..

Isaiah calls down a curse upon Himself… “Woe is me”

So here we have a revelation of this Holy Holy Holy God in which our heart longs to participate in this greatness, but in His presence, I am consumed!!!!

That is the God that I am attracted to, but threatened by…

What are we to do????!!!!

Before we can answer that question, I must pause and make some application statements…

· To the degree you are prayerlessly dependent upon your wisdom, never or rarely going to this God in the face of problems and trials you have not seen How HE IS THE ANSWER TO EVERYTHING

· Men, to the degree that you are involved in sexual impurity, you have not beheld the purity of the HOLY, HOLY, HOLY GOD

· Husbands, to the degree that you attempt to bully, coerce, manipulate your wife and children, you have not seen the complete righteousness of this Holy God

· Wives, to the degree that you are contentious and try to control your husband you have not seen the Holiness of the God who is in absolute control

· For All, to the degree that we still cling to a shred of your own righteousness you have not seen God’s Holiness….in pure perfection

· For our nations, to the degree that we seek to be great in our own eyes and the world’s, we have not seen the splendor of the HOLY God.

· You cannot become a Christian if you do not recognize not only your own sinfulness, but your inability to be righteous on your own. At some level, seeing the fullness of the perfected righteousness of the Holy, Holy, Holy, God is your only hope. 

May our prayer be God show me your Holiness and give me eyes to see

Which leads to the third instructive revelation.

Why don’t we see the Holiness of God?!!

3. The Hindrance to Beholding God’s Holiness—Idolatry

I had you repeat a few words as I read Isaiah 6

“I saw” and “I heard”

Notice, that Isaiah’s job is to preach but the people will not listen.  God gives him the responsibility to confirm the people in their blindness and deafness.

· Seeing, they won’t see
· Hearing they won’t hear. 

Yet, Isaiah is seeing and hearing the One true God.

What are the people not knowing, not seeing, not hearing—the one true God!

Why?

I believe that Psalm 135 is a theological reflection and synthesis of Isaiah 6 that can help us interpret what is going on here. 

For a more detailed explanation of this, you are welcome to access the lecture I do in Track 2 of the counseling Conference called

Becoming What We Worship—Track 2 BCTC lecture

A Portion of Psalm 135 states, 
Psalm 135 (cf. Psalm 115)
14For the Lord will judge His people 
And will have compassion on His servants. 
15The idols of the nations are but silver and gold, 
The work of man’s hands. 
16They have mouths, but they do not speak; 
They have eyes, but they do not see; 
17They have ears, but they do not hear, 
Nor is there any breath at all in their mouths. 
18Those who make them will be like them, 
Yes, everyone who trusts in them. 

What was the people’s problem then? What is our problem now?

Why are we blind and deaf to the glorious picture of the reality of God’s holiness and respond in humiliation? 

Those who make blind and deaf idols become like them…blind and deaf….

Isaiah 6 is actually embedded in the context of God’s people’s idolatry. 

I will not take the time here today, to show you all of that, but I do in the lecture I referenced earlier.

Idolatry is placing right before our eyes as the center of our affectionate gaze, something other than the Holy, Holy, Holy God. 

What is at the center of your affectionate gaze, what you love is what you trust in….for your refuge, your delight, your hope…

And your affectionate gaze is fixed on that entity…it obscures everything else…you are blind and deaf to other realities around you. 

In Alaska, when a lessor mountain was right in front of me, that I was gazing at, I could not see The Great ONE.

When a lessor and destructive delight of immoral pleasure is in front of you as your affectionate gaze, you will not see the delight of this God.

When your own wisdom and righteousness is in the forefront of your own gaze, you will never turn to The one who is the definition of wisdom and righteousness

When your gaze is fixed on one more dollar for security, you will not see, the one who is Eternal and cannot be anything but secure.

When your gaze is fixed on someone, anyone, being your source of comfort, refuge, security, you will never see GOD being ultimate source of refuge. 

We make of other people and things, god-like status to be our source of delight. And when we do, we become blind and deaf to the HOLY, Holy, Holy, God.

When that happens and we are established in that blind and deaf state, what does the Incomparable God do? 

If He is incomparable but we are comparing other things and people and ourselves to Him, what must He do? 

The fourth revelation of the Holy God is His Response….

4. The Response Needed for Failing to Recognize God’s Holiness—Stripping Away of All Other “gods”/ “god-substitutes.”

When God tells Isaiah His job description, “your gonna preach, and nobody gonna listen because I’m confirming them in their idolatrous state,” 

Isaiah, laments, “How long must I do this?”

God gives an answer. 

“Until cities are devastated and without inhabitant, 
Houses are without people 
And the land is utterly desolate, 
12“The Lord has removed men far away, 
And the forsaken places are many in the midst of the land. 
13“Yet there will be a tenth portion in it, 
And it will again be subject to burning, 
Like a terebinth or an oak 
Whose stump remains when it is felled. 
The holy seed is its stump.” 

What is this? 

For 700 years His people, and we would have been no different, were violating the very first commandment…Have no other gods before me and Israel, turned to the gods of other nations, trusted in them and not the “Holy One of Israel”

Thus, god says, if you want these other gods, I’m sending you into exile to serve them…and I want you to see how those nations gods are nothing like me….

God needed and loving response to our idolatry to say, this or that is like Him, is to show us that this or that is not like Him.

· The god of entertainment is not like Him
· The god of physical pleasure is not like Him
· The god of superiority in my righteousness is not like Him.
· The god of my own exaltation like I am god is not anything like Him.

And He will, out of His love, strip these away for His people to behold only Him.

This process is painful and devastating but absolutely necessary for our good.  

This particular passage is predicting Israel’s exile from the land that God had promised in which they proceeded to trust in various other so-called god’s of the nation rather than the one who had given them the land. . 

It is interesting to note that after the exile, Israel, did not struggle with physical idolatry anymore…meaning that statutes, the icons, the idols  and images of a so-called “god” were not found in Israel’s land.

In the NT,  in the Gospel’s you don’t find the primary condemnation from Jesus toward Israel as one of iconic, image worshipping idolatry, the idoltray is deeper—a heart problem. 

And what is needed to get at the heart….….?

The finally revelation of a Holy God is 


5. The Solution To Restore Sight to See God’s Holiness—Incomparable Love

In Isaiah’s humiliation as he called a cursed down upon himself as he beheld the Holy, Holy, God, what enabled him ultimately to stand and do the bidding of this God.


Isaiah 6:6Then one of the seraphim flew to me with a burning coal in his hand, which he had taken from the altar with tongs. 7He touched my mouth with it and said, “Behold, this has touched your lips; and your iniquity is taken away and your sin is forgiven.” 

In the grand heavenly temple where the thris-holy God reigns stands an alter before his throne.

You see in this imagery, the alter, and fiery coals.

But what is missing? 

What is normally on an altar?

A sacrifice, where is the sacrifice?

Only at this time, the burning coal touching Isaiah’s lips purifies him as a stand in for the sacrifice

Only later in Isaiah’s prophecy Isaiah, gives something also unbelievable….another picture of a different kind of uniqueness that had never been seen before….

Isaiah 53
1Who has believed our message? 
And to whom has the arm of the Lord been revealed? 
2For He grew up before Him like a tender shoot, 
And like a root out of parched ground; 
He has no stately form or majesty 
That we should look upon Him, 
Nor appearance that we should be attracted to Him. 
…
5But He was pierced through for our transgressions, 
He was crushed for our iniquities; 
The chastening for our well-being fell upon Him, 
And by His scourging we are healed. 
6All of us like sheep have gone astray, 
Each of us has turned to his own way; 
But the Lord has caused the iniquity of us all 
To fall on Him. 
7He was oppressed and He was afflicted, 
Yet He did not open His mouth; 
Like a lamb that is led to slaughter, 
And like a sheep that is silent before its shearers, 
So He did not open His mouth. 
…
10But the Lord was pleased 
To crush Him, putting Him to grief; 
If He would render Himself as a guilt offering, 

There is the sacrifice!!!

What does this all mean?!!!

Here is what it means….

The only blind eye opening, deaf ear unstopping, hard heart softening solution is to behold the incomparable, holy God’s incomparable grace.

The Holy God on the throne in Isaiah 6 moved from the throne to be consumed by the coals of fire on the altar.
That was the cross!

The one who was worthy of offerings became the offering for us.

The one whom seraphim would not dare to look was exposed naked for every passers-byers to see  naked on the cross of humiliation

The exalted King purposely chose the humiliation we deserved. 

The Holy transcendent God enables us to come to Him by His Holy, incomparable grace and love.

There has never been a Denali that became a valley—until now…..

Believers/Unbelievers
Application/Close/Prayer






image1.jpeg




