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Intro
· We have explored the impacts on our lives of God Omnipresence, His unchanging nature, His Goodness, Holiness and Love
· Today I want us to stop and worship the wonder of another of God’s perfections…that God is Sovereign.
· In my experience, I have spoken with many people who are more than willing to say that God is sovereign, 
· but either they have a limited understanding of what that means 
· or that they do not consider how that impacts them personally
· I would like to cover the first briefly, to avoid making this a systematic theology lecture
· And then focus the main points of our time together on the second thought.
· If I consider other uses of the word sovereign
· As a noun, it is synonymous with king or emporer…a ruler
· And to describe those rulers, sovereign may be used to indiacet that they are independent or self-ruling
· And the extent of that rule even in this world, it would mean to be considered supreme or absolute.
· But in this world, to be seen as sovereign generally has come through a hereditary passing of authority 
· or other times through the taking the position through military conquest or power
· but in all cases in this world, a king can only be sovereign if the people who they are ruling are willing to submit to their rule or are unable resist their authority.
· This is where we will diverge from a worldly model to see the beauty of God’s Sovereignty
· The Bible teaches that God is the source of all creation and that all things come from God and depend on God.
· And because He is the creator of all things, God also holds the authority to guide his creation towards His own determined end.
· We see God’s hand upon creation all throughout scripture
· It starts in Genesis 1 – In the beginning God created…He created everything just as He intended to create.
· And we see his sovereignty in relation to creation beautifully pictured in His word.
Psalm 95:3-5 – For the Lord is a great God, And a great King above all gods, In whose hand are the depths of the earth, The peaks of the mountains are His also. The sea is His, for it was He who made it, And His hands formed the dry land.
· And God’s sovereignty is grounded in all of His perfections, it is not like a military conqueror who sets himself up as sovereign, because no one can resist
· Rather God’s sovereignty flows out of his righteousness and goodness, as well as His holiness, that there is none like him in all of Creation
· This is why when Isaiah was brought into the throne room of God, he fell upon his face, trembling “For my eyes have seen the King, the Lord of Armies…”
· And he would later describe God saying
Isaiah 6:1
Isaiah 66:1-2 – “Thus says the Lord, “Heaven is My throne and the earth is My footstool. Where then is a house you could build for Me? And where is a place that I may rest?  “For My hand made all these things, Thus all these things came into being,” declares the Lord.
· God’s sovereignty is woven throughout the Scriptures from beginning to end as we consider who God is…
Revelation 4:11 - “Worthy are You, our Lord and our God, to receive glory and honor and power; for You created all things, and because of Your will they existed, and were created.”
· I could walk through Scripture after Scripture and they would al support this truth about who God is…
· Revealing
· God is Creator and King over all of creation
· He alone is Supremely Sovereign
· And because of his ultimate supremacy, He exercises Sovereignty is a way that is Holy, and like no other.
· Let me boil all of that down to a definition that I will be working from
[bookmark: _Hlk235527923]Sovereignty: God’s exhaustive, meticulous, powerful, supreme control and rulership over all creation according to his will.
· The next question that we might seek to answer regarding sovereignty has to do with the extend of His rule.
· King Charles is the king of England, meaning that he is sovereign over a broad swath of nations.
· Not just England, but 19 nations that make up the Commonwealth
· However, his sovereignty is limited as the head of state, but he cannot write laws dictate policy or tax the people
· The king today considered the most powerful would be King Alman of Saudi Arabia where the king exercises supreme unchaecked authority over the government and the state.
· He is considered to be the most powerful king today because of Saudi Arabia’s oil reserves and financial power along with religious impact based on the Muslim Holy places of Mecca and Medina.
· But even within his own kingdom, Salman’s sovereignty does not compare to God’s.
· Even though He does not believe the God,
· Rom 13 reminds us that there is no authority except that which God has established. The authorities that exist have been established by God
· Then beyond being over the kings of this world, God’s sovereignty exhaustively covers all of creation.  The spectrum of His rule includes
Deuteronomy 32:9 – “See now that I, I am He, And there is no god besides Me; It is I who put to death and give life. I have wounded and it is I who heal, And there is no one who can save anyone from My hand.” 
· Death and life
· Wounds and healing
· Buit most importantly – Salvation rests in the hands of God alone
· God’s Sovereignty is knowable
· And We need to see that there is no other who is like God
· Even when we do not acknowledge God, he is active in all of creation so that we and others may know…
1 Sam 2
Lam 3
Isaiah 45-5-7 – “I am the Lord, and there is no one else; There is no God except Me. I will arm you, though you have not known Me, So that people may know from the rising to the setting of the sun That there is no one besides Me. I am the Lord, and there is no one else, The One forming light and creating darkness, Causing well-being and creating disaster; I am the Lord who does all these things.”
· From these and other scriptures, we can see the fullness and exhaustive nature of God’s sovereignty…
· This Table is in your notes for a simple tool to be able to consider the beauty and wonder of God’s Sovereign hand upon his creation, 
· Upon your life…
	
God is Sovereign…

(Deut. 32:9, 1 Sam. 2:6-7, Lam. 3:37-38, Isa. 45-5-7)
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· Yet even now, as we consider God’s exhaustive, meticulous, powerful, supreme control and rulership over all creation according to his will
· We struggle to desire to live our lives under his Sovereignty
· Because we still want to live under our own rule, in our own kingdom
· Sadly, we must acknowledge that our sinful heart’s natural response is to reject and refuse God’s rule
· So we try to shape God to fit our image
· We try to limit the extent of His sovereignty in our lives
· But can I share with you that as sad as that truth is…
· It too should bring us to worshipping our Sovereign God
· Because a part of God’s sovereignty is also that he created a world where freedom is a real possibility.
· God’s sovereign hand over creation allowed for the freedom of His creation to choose to reject his Sovereignty and to choose their own way.
· And that same freedom also offers something far greater than we could imagine or ask for ourselves
· The gospel shows that we find true freedom, not in doing what we wish, 
· But in submitting to the sovereign will of God
· Because is the sovereign will of God, in the gospel, we find salvation and peace and hope that is not available under our own rule
· [expound of the gospel]
· You see – the Sovereignty of God is not a problem for man that we must solve or work through, rather God’s Sovereignty is that which offers the freedom of the gospel to all who would choose him, not reject His rule
· Thus I hope that as we continue, that these truths will bring you to an even deeper place of worship for our God
· And in our worship, we would gain a greater picture of how God’s sovereignty impacts our daily lives…
· We have our definition that I hope you will remember, but let me sum up the rest of what I will be saying in a Single Sentence
MAIN IDEA: The sovereignty of God is an attribute that should motivate us to savor God as King and submit to him, rather than reject his rule.
· Let me say that again… The sovereignty of God is an attribute that should motivate us to savor God as King and submit to him, rather than reject his rule.
· If that is all you remember from today, I would be a happy man, 
·  But I hope that you will also stay with me to unpack it even further 
· Because like a precious jewel, when we look for different aspects we come to even greater appreciation of its perfection 
· But to look at it, we don’t have to go to a museum or travel to a far away land
· We don’t need a microscope or any special  tools
· Let’s just look from right where we are…
· To see how His sovereignty motivates us to savor and submit to God our King.
· Are you tired and weary?
· Do the rulers of this world wear you down?
· No matter what you do, you can’t get caught up, let alone get ahead…
· God’s…
I. Exhaustive sovereignty encourages you when you are exhausted. 
· This was the first word I used to describe his Sovereignty.
· Take a look back at the definition: 
· Sovereignty: God’s exhaustive, meticulous, powerful, supreme control and rulership over all creation according to his will.
· And consider how does the exhaustive nature of His Sovereignty impact me
· Ask - What encourages your heart when you are exhausted?
· After you have worked a full day, with overtime, and you leave knowing that the job is not done.
· You look back and the stack of paperwork appears to be even higher than when you started the day, the number of unopened e-mails is even longer
· You are exhausted and it feels like there is no way you can keep going
· Maybe it is just life in general
· Nothing that I do seems to bring order in my life seems to work
· And you cry out – 
· Lord, really, this is all just chaos…can’t you see it?
· What is it that my heart wants to do?
· I want to control the situation
· Or just work harder
· In my exhaustion – I turn to my own rule, my own solution, my own wisdom
· OR…
· Or will I turn to His Sovereign wisdom 
· In those moments
· I need to lift my exhausted eyes to find the wonder of my exalted God who has exhaustive sovereignty over my work, my ministry, even my chaos
· His full and exhaustive control encourages me when I believe
· That there is no way that I could keep going…
· But God is reminding me – 
· Rod remember…I am sovereign over all things
· It is OK for you to take a nap
· Because God will still be at work in ways that I would have never even asked for
· Oh, and he is not needing my input or advice on how to address my chaos
· God’s exhaustive power over people encourages me when people and the problem they bring seem so big.
· But God’s sovereignty is inexaustable
· It applies to the Kings – Prov 21:1 says  The king’s heart is like channels of water in the hand of the LORD; He turns it wherever He wishes. 
· And to everyone else too – Isa 40:22 - “It is He who sits above the circle of the earth, And its inhabitants are like grasshoppers,”
· When I consider the exhaustive nature of God’s Sovereignty in my life, I can trust his unlimited and wise control to direct the circumstances for his glory and my ultimate good…
· So instead of seeking my wisdom – telling God – No, not that way.
· I can rest in trusting in the wisdom of the Lord’s plan.
· Let’s take a look at an examples from Scripture where God’s exhaustive sovereignty encouraged an exhausted prophets.
ISAIAH 6:8-13
Isaiah 40:12-31
· We find part of Elijah’s story in 
1 Kings 19:1-21  (moved in order)
· Elijah was a prophet of God sent to the kings of Israel who had turned away from Yahweh and sought Baal.
· Elijah was just coming down from a mountain high experience with God as he mocked the false God Baal and killed the prophets of Baal.  God demonstrated that He alone is the God of Israel and the people responded.
· But this did not change the heart of King Ahab or his evil wife Jezebel.
· When they threatened the life of Elijah…
· He ran.
· After several days, alone, Elijah stopped and sat under a juniper tree
· Exhausted, he cried out
· It is enough Lord, take my life, for I am not better than my fathers
· Can you relate to Elijah?  Even after success, the chaos and threats still surrounded him – Where could he run to feel safe and find rest
· When he stopped, he simply wanted to die.
· In God’s exhaustive sovereignty, he cares for Elijah in his exhaustion
· Under God’s control, Hee sends an angel to care for him
· Arise and Eat.
· When Elijah ran
· God remained with Him and sustained him
· After God provided – Elijah continued on – away from Jezebel
· So God asks – Elijah what are you doing here?
· His response – Lord – I have done all the right things – yet I am alone and they are trying to kill me, so will you God, just do that for me, take my life so they cannot…
· This is where God shows himself to Elijah, 
· Not in the earthquake and not in the fire, but in the still small wind
· And in encouraging him, God sends him back to complete God’s sovereign plan
· Go and anoint a new king and anoint Elisha as your replacement
· For you are not alone – for God left a remnant in Israel who had not bowed down to Baal
· I want you to see two through from these events
· Looking to God provides the encouragement to see how all things are just according to God’s sovereign plan, even when we can not see it
· And no matter how big our problem, or how far we might run…
· In God’s sovereignty, He will not grow weary
 Isaiah 40:28-31 - “Do you not know? Have you not heard? The Everlasting God, the  Lord, the Creator of the ends of the earth does not become weary or tired. His understanding is inscrutable. He gives strength to the weary, and to him who lacks might He increases power. Though youths grow weary and tired, and vigorous young men stumble badly, Yet those who wait for the Lord will gain new strength; They will mount up with wings like eagles, They will run and not get tired, They will walk and not become weary.”
· Elijah’s ministry encourages us to trust in the inexhaustible sovereignty of God
· When we wait on the Lord, we gain new strength
1 Slide with Definition and Main Point
Sovereignty: God’s exhaustive, meticulous, powerful, supreme control and rulership over all creation according to his will.
MAIN IDEA: The sovereignty of God is an attribute that should motivate us to savor God as King and submit to him, rather than reject his rule.
· I hope that the Exhaustive nature of God’s sovereignty is something you will savor and embrace.
· Next let’s move onto the impact of the meticulous nature of God’s Sovereignty
· Based on God’s perfect knowledge and the faithful and continuous presence in our lives, 
· We can discern that God’s meticulous sovereignty means that responds to us with a perfect attention to detail.
· He does not miss a beat
· And he does not miss an opportunity to act
· Even in the smallest moment of our lives
· This is why I would say that God’s…
II.	Meticulous sovereignty makes meaning out of mundane life.
· What we might see as the mundane and meaningless moments in our lives
· God sees with eternal significance and wonderfully meaningful when wielded by our Lord’s mighty hand.
· Let’s look again to Scripture for the example of God’s meticulous sovereignty…
Joseph, 	Gen 50:19-21, 	Gen 50:24-26, 	Exod 3:19
· Consider Naomi and Ruth
· Naomi lived in Bethlehem in the days of the judges, when everyone was doing what was right in their own eyes
· Rejecting the sovereign hand of God
· As you read the initial verses, I think we would all agree that Naomi had a difficult life
· Famine drove her family from their home as she, her husband and 2  sons left for Moab, a pagan nation.
· While in Moab, Naomi’s husband died
· Her sons married, but then they died as well
· Now a widow in a foreign land, with widow’s for daughter’s in law
· She felt here only hope was to return to Bethlehem and hope there would be help…
· On the return, Naomi did not believe it best for her new daughters so she chose based on her wisdom to send them back to their families in Moab.
· But Ruth would not leave saying to Naomi
· Where you go, I will go
· Your people will be my people
· Your God will be my God
· This was significant as Ruth came from a pagan nation who worshipped the false God Molech.
· When they returned to Bethlehem, Naomi could not see God in the details. 
· When Naomi was greeted by old friends, she could not see God in the mundane.  She only saw her own suffering
· She said to the women of the town
· Don’t call me Naomi. Call me Mara, for the almaighty has dealt very bitterly with me. I went out full, but the Lord has brought me back empty
· She could not see Ruth as a blessing.
· And she could not see what God was doing
· But trust me Our meticulously Sovereign God was at work
Ruth 1:21-22 - “So Naomi returned, and with her Ruth the Moabitess, her daughter-in-law, who returned from the land of Moab. And they came to Bethlehem at the beginning of barley harvest.”
· The timing meant there would be food
· But God was not done…
Ruth 2:1-3 – “Now Naomi had a relative of her husband, a man of great wealth, of the family of Elimelech, whose name was Boaz. And Ruth the Moabitess said to Naomi, “Please let me go to the field and glean among the ears of grain following one in whose eyes I may find favor.” And she said to her, “Go, my daughter.” So she left and went and gleaned in the field after the reapers; and she happened to come to the portion of the field belonging to Boaz, who was of the family of Elimelech.”
· You may know the rest of the story
· Such detailed care for Naomi and Ruth
· As God fills them up, he does not leave them empty
· Ruth’s loyalty and love for Naomi, and Ruth’s commitment to Yahweh did not go unnoticed by God
· The trials and suffering of this family during the famine were meaning as God sovereignly guided the details.
· The One God sovereignly provided for Naomi’s son was powerfully planned and arranged by God
· That Ruth would be cared for by Boaz and even that the first relative of Naomi’s husband would turn down caring for Ruth was part of the meticulous sovereignty of God
· For after Boaz marries Ruth, 
· They have a son – Obed
· But Obed is more than a grandchild, 
· Obed is given to Naomi to care for, and she nurses the child, thus adopting Obed
· This means Obed is not just the son of a Moabites, but the heir to Naomi’s family line.
· And that family lineage brings forth Jesse who would have a son names David – God’s chosen king over Israel
· That is God’s meticulous Sovereign hand working in the mundane family details across generations that will lead to the birth of Jesus Christ
Duplicate SLIDE with Definition and Main Point 
· So we have seen God’s Soveriegnty in our exhaustion
· And we have seen it in the mundane
· But what about when we truly have no hope, we cannot see a way
· It may even be that any solution we might imagine is impossible
· Can we rejoice today to see that
III. Powerful sovereignty produces hope when life seems like an impossible problem.
· When I think of hope – I think of a definition that Paul Tripp uses…
· Hope is a confident expectation of a guaranteed outcome that changes the way that we live
· But how could I be confident or see something as guaranteed when what I see is impossible?
· We have to look at the Sovereignty of God
· As it is central to our hope resting upon God alone
· And his powerful sovereignty is crucial to the saving work of Jesus Christ
· When I think of the impossible
· It may be as simple as a task that will take me 10 hours to complete, yet it is needed in 1 hour – Impossible
· It might be as big as a need to the Grand canyon, but I do not have a plane to over, a car to go around and no means to climb down – Impossible
· Or maybe it is that you are wanting a child, but the doctors have said, your wife’s womb is barren…
· That is the impossible story of Abraham and Sarah
· God’s promises to Abraham included land, descendants and a blessing
· But his wife Sarah was already too old to have children, and she had not been able to conceive earlier in life – her womb was barren
· And when this promise did not appear to be fulfilled – Abraham and Sarah tried their own sovereign wisdom, that Abraham would have a son with Sarah’s handmaiden Hagar
· Long story short – it caused a lot of family problems and would cause problems for centuries to come
· But that did not stop God’s sovereign plan
· When the Lord again appeared to Abraham
Genesis 18:9-14 – “Then they said to him, “Where is Sarah your wife?” And he said, “There, in the tent.” He said, “I will surely return to you at this time next year; and behold, Sarah your wife will have a son.” And Sarah was listening at the tent door, which was behind him. 11 Now Abraham and Sarah were old, advanced in age; Sarah was past childbearing. Sarah laughed to herself, saying, “After I have become old, shall I have pleasure, my lord being old also?” And the Lord said to Abraham, “Why did Sarah laugh, saying, ‘Shall I indeed bear a child, when I am so old?’ Is anything too difficult for the Lord? At the appointed time I will return to you, at this time next year, and Sarah will have a son.”
· And what impossible things did God accomplish through his powerfully sovereign hand?
· God took the barren and brought life…
· Life that would bring Abraham descendants beyond number from Isaac to Jacob to his twelve sons who would grow into the nation of Israel
Jeremiah 32:16-17, Jeremiah 32 26-27
· But you might say – that wasn’t really impossible, just improbable.
· Well – Let’s look at the impossible
· God’s promises of a Messiah.
· In the OT, there are atleast 300 unique prophesies that speak of the messiah
· Some scholars run that number to nearly double
· How could one man fulfill all of those prophesies
· Statisticians calculate that if you just pick 8 prophesies, the probability of one man meeting just those 8 is 1 in 100 quadrillion
· Statisticians would call that impossible
· Then there is the issue of how he was born
· Mary was not barren
· She was a virgin.  
· Biologically, human birth with only a mother – Impossible
· But we can find hope in God’s supremely powerful sovereignty
Luke 1:30-37 – “The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary; for you have found favor with God. And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall name Him Jesus. He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High; and the Lord God will give Him the throne of His father David; and He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and His kingdom will have no end.” Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since I am a virgin?” The angel answered and said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; and for that reason the holy Child shall be called the Son of God. And behold, even your relative Elizabeth has also conceived a son in her old age; and she who was called barren is now in her sixth month. For nothing will be impossible with God.”
· Even to give Mary hope that what was said was true
· God used the impossible – Mary’s barren relative Elizabeth was also with child – 
· God’s sovereign hand to bring forth the messenger John the Baptizer
· But then folks we have a problem far greater than bearing unexpected children…
· Each of us have a sin problem
· In God’s Sovereign plan – he allowed mankind the freedom to choose
· And each of us, from Adam to you and I chose to reject God’s sovereignty…we chose to sin against a Holy God
· The penalty for our sin – death, an eternal punishment, an eternal separation from God.
· A penalty which is impossible for us to satisfy 
· Yet we have hope.
· Hope because of the sovereign power of our God displayed in the glorious good news of Jesus Christ that his death and resurrection accomplished the impossible in reconciling our debt with God.
· Look how Peter speaks of the impossible…
Acts 2:22-24 - “Men of Israel, listen to these words: Jesus the Nazarene, a man attested to you by God with miracles and wonders and signs which God performed through Him in your midst, just as you yourselves know— this Man, delivered over by the predetermined plan and foreknowledge of God, you nailed to a cross by the hands of godless men and put Him to death. But God raised Him up again, putting an end to the agony of death, since it was impossible for Him to be held in its power.”.
· Seeing the power of our Sovereign God over sin and death, I pray that it fills your heart with hope.
· If you are with us today – and you do not have this hope…
· God will do the impossible for you today as well
· You may not know how he could, or even why he would
· But today, if you profess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in yourt heart that God raised him from the dead
· You will be saved
· Friends – you cannot save yourself
· You cannot work hard enough or be good enough
· You can try, but I will tell you that it is impossble
· You might also ask like the disciples in Luke.
Luke 18:26-27 – “They who heard it said, “Then who can be saved?” But He said, “The things that are impossible with people are possible with God.”. 
·  You can have hope that Jesus died once and for all 
· and rose from the dead in your place for the forgiveness of your sins 
· so that you who believe on the Lord Jesus will be saved. 
· It’s possible only by the Sovereign God!
· But then you say – I am saved, but I cannot win this battle with sin, pride, anger sexual immorality, drunkenness…
· You are right there as well.  Impossible on your own
· But with Christ – all things are possible
· Or maybe you are suffering.
· Again in Christ – though this outer man in decaying, our inner man is being renewed day by day – 
Dulpicate Slide with Definition and Main point
· The impossible, made possible by our sovereign God
· I pray that these truths fill your heart with hope
· Finaly, let’s marvel in one more aspect…
· God’s 
IV.  Supreme sovereignty helps you be humble, submit to God, and pray.
· As I said earlier, our hearts desire to be our own sovereign, or like the nations of the world, we want to have a sovereign king like all the others because we think it will be beter for us…
· But God’s supreme sovereignty, 
· The truth that he is the Kings of Kings, the Lord of Lords and there is no other like Him it should bring us to a place to humble ourselves and submit to Him
· We can learn this lesson from an ancient Bablylonian King
· Nebuchadnezzar
Daniel 4:28-37
· Nebuchadnezzar was a powerful king with riches and wealth beyind the other kings
· So he declared - Is this not Babylon the great, which I myself have built as a royal residence by the might of my power and for the glory of my majesty?’
· Yet while he was boasting in himself
· And thus mocking the Supremely Sovereign God
· A voice came from heaven
· , to you it is declared: sovereignty has been removed from you, 32 and you will be driven away from mankind, and your dwelling place will be with the beasts of the field. You will be given grass to eat like cattle, and seven periods of time will pass over you until you recognize that the Most High is ruler over the realm of mankind and bestows it on whomever He wishes.
· And it happened just as God declared
· And Nebuchadnezzar was not restored until he had declared the Supreme Sovereignty of God
· You see, only a Supremely Sovereign God can remove any other sovereign
· But it is not just about kings…
· Are you living or working with a boss, friend, maybe even a spouse who proudly is walking in their own sovereignty.
· Praise the Lord – you do not have to handle it
· We can have hope that our Supreme God has taught
Matt 23:12 Whoever exalts himself will be humbled, and whoever humbles himself will be exalted.”
· And in seeing God’s Supreme sovereignty, it also helps me to take a right posture before God
· To humble myself – 
· Because I know that I do not have to be in control
· I know that I cannot be my own or anyone else’s salvation
· Yet we can go before God and ask for all that we need by humbly following the teaching of Jesus
Matthew 6:7-13 -  “And when you are praying, do not use thoughtless repetition as the Gentiles do, for they think that they will be heard because of their many words. So do not be like them; for your Father knows what you need before you ask Him. “Pray, then, in this way: ‘Our Father, who is in heaven, Hallowed be Your name. Your kingdom come. Your will be done, On earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors. And do not lead us into temptation, but deliver us from evil.’”.
·  When we pray for the Sovereign will of our Supremely powerful God, we can walk with hope for today and for tomorrow.
Duplicate definition and Main Point Slide
My hope today is we would grow in our awe and wonder of who God is.

Pray with me that:
-	His exhaustiveness… encourages you when you are exhausted.
-	His Meticulous rule…brings meaning with the mundane moments.
-	His limitless power…produces hope in what seems like impossible to us.
-	His supreme authority, helps keep us humble in obedience, and prayerfully dependent.
