J. Aucoin	God Is … Sovereign	FE 7.26.26

· (Pray to transition from “He Is Worthy” to message)

· Brothers and sisters, it’s a joy to be with you this morning. With my worship leading responsibilities, which I love to do, opportunities to teach in a setting like this are rare for me, and I’m grateful to be here and I’m grateful for Mat leading us in singing. 

· Today we’re continuing our series, God is… A Study on the Character of God. 

· I hope you’ve been enjoying this series as much as I have. We learn all kinds of things in the Scriptures, and we can study all kinds of topics, but one of the most impactful, the most significant areas we can study is the character and nature of God himself. 
· Just think about the logo we picked for the series, the burning bush. 
· [Explain how God must reveal himself to us, and the revelation of himself is holy ground, and that he is not like us]

· The specific aspect of God’s character that we’re studying today is that God is…Sovereign

· I’m going to define sovereignty in a minute, but first I’d like you to just think about how important the idea of God’s kingship is to the whole storyline of Scripture. 

· From the beginning, God emerges in history as the Creator, the one who makes all things and reigns over them.
· Psalm 95:3–5 – O come, let us sing for joy to the Lord,
Let us shout joyfully to the rock of our salvation.
Let us come before His presence with thanksgiving,
Let us shout joyfully to Him with psalms.
For the Lord is a great God
And a great King above all gods,
In whose hand are the depths of the earth,
The peaks of the mountains are His also.
The sea is His, for it was He who made it,
And His hands formed the dry land.
Come, let us worship and bow down,
Let us kneel before the Lord our Maker.
For He is our God,
And we are the people of His pasture and the sheep of His hand.

· There are a few places in Scripture where the Lord peels back the curtain and allows a person to have a vision of him in heaven, and what position do they see the Lord in? Seated on a throne in heaven. In the position of absolute sovereignty, uncontested reign. 

Isaiah 6:1, 5b – In the year of King Uzziah’s death I saw the Lord sitting on a throne, lofty and exalted, with the train of His robe filling the temple…For my eyes have seen the King, the Lord of armies.

Isaiah 66:1–2
· Towards the end of the Bible, listen to another vision that the apostle John sees of heaven:

Revelation 4:9–11  – And when the living creatures give glory and honor and thanks to Him who sits on the throne, to Him who lives forever and ever, the twenty-four elders will fall down before Him who sits on the throne, and will worship Him who lives forever and ever, and will cast their crowns before the throne, saying, “Worthy are You, our Lord and our God, to receive glory and honor and power; for You created all things, and because of Your will they existed, and were created.”

· God is the one who sits on the throne. That is essential to his nature. If God did not sit on the throne and reign over all things, he would not be God. God is the one who sits on the throne.
· And again, see how his absolute sovereignty is connected to his identity as the Creator. Why does God get to be sovereign over all things? Because he made all things.
· Let me offer a definition of God’s sovereignty:
Sovereignty – God’s exhaustive, meticulous, powerful, supreme control and rulership over all creation according to his will.

· The Bible is clear that God’s sovereignty extends over ALL of his creation, everything that occurs. I want to show you that with some key passages that demonstrate God’s rulership:

· Deuteronomy 32:9 – “See now that I, I am He,
And there is no god besides Me;
It is I who put to death and give life.
I have wounded and it is I who heal,
And there is no one who can save anyone from My hand.”

· 1 Samuel 2:6-7 – “The Lord puts to death and makes alive;
He brings down to Sheol and brings up.
The Lord makes poor and rich;
He humbles, He also exalts.”

Lamentations 3

· Isaiah 45:5-7 – “I am the Lord, and there is no one else;
There is no God except Me.
I will arm you, though you have not known Me,
So that people may know from the rising to the setting of the sun
That there is no one besides Me.
I am the Lord, and there is no one else,
The One forming light and creating darkness,
Causing well-being and creating disaster;
I am the Lord who does all these things.”
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· The Scripture is clear: our God, Yahweh, is the one who reigns with absolute authority over everything that occurs in his creation.

· How should we respond to that kind of sovereignty? 
· God created us to delight in his rule, to submit to it, and to even participate in it, ruling over his creation with him and under him.
· In the Garden of Eden, God’s mandate to us: Be fruitful and multiply, fill the earth and subdue it. Have dominion over it.
· And in Revelation, God says that the saints will reign with him, with King Jesus, forever and ever.
· God intends for us to delight in his rule, to submit to his rule, and to participate in it, as we carry his rule and image him to his creation.
· He gets to rule to because He is the creator. We get to have a piece of rulership because he allows us to, because he calls us to it
· So that’s how we should respond, with delight, submission, and eager participation, but is that how sinful man naturally responds to God’s rule?
· No, ever since Genesis 3, sinful man’s natural response is to reject God’s rule.
· Instead of delighting in exalting God as King, we want to be king and exalt ourselves. 
· Instead of submitting to God’s wisdom when we don’t understand his plans, we doubt God’s goodness or power and think we could do better ourselves. 
· Instead of trusting God’s purposes that are for our ultimate good, we want our sinful desires met in our time in our ways, and we rebel.

· But when we respond those ways, we miss the blessings and joy that come from rightly relating to God’s rule.
· Today, as we meditate on God’s sovereignty, my prayer is that we see God’s rule as beautiful, and that we readily seek to submit to it and participate in it.  
MAIN IDEA: The sovereignty of God is an attribute that should motivate us to savor God as King and submit to him, rather than reject his rule.
 
· I want us now to reflect on four defining facets of God’s sovereignty, to help us savor and submit to God as our King, rather than reject his rule.
· God’s sovereignty is not something we have to apologize for; it’s not a problem to solve.
· It’s like a beautiful diamond, and we’re going to consider four aspects of it and how it should impact us. 
· And we’re going to base these four facets on the four adjectives that are in our definition of sovereignty. Remember, here it is again.
· Sovereignty – God’s exhaustive, meticulous, powerful, supreme control and rulership over all creation according to his will.

· We’re going to see how each of those four characteristics should impact us and encourage us.


I. Exhaustive sovereignty encourages you when you are exhausted.

· God’s sovereignty is exhaustive. That means he holds everything. Every relationship, every moment in time, every response a person gives, every cause and effect, every victory and every defeat.
· And as we function in this world, seeking to be faithful and do the things God has called us to do, we discover very quickly that we do not hold things. So often we are confused, our efforts are frustrated, we reach our limits, and we get exhausted. 

· I want us to consider Isaiah 40 together, which Mat read portions of earlier in the service. In Isaiah 40, God ministers to the hearts of his people when they were exhausted and weary. But let me set up some context.
· Isaiah was a prophet of God in the southern kingdom of Judah during times when the people of God were on a steady decline in their walk with the Lord.
· The northern kingdom of Israel was destroyed by the Assyrians during the time of Isaiah’s ministry because of their lack of faithfulness to the Lord.
· And the southern kingdom of Judah was on the same path. God called Isaiah to prophesy to the nation of Judah to turn from their idolatry and trust in the Lord, in Yahweh. 
· How much success did God promise to Isaiah? Did God predict that the nation would repent and listen? 
· Nope. Here was the job assignment. You are to preach for your lifetime to people who won’t listen, who won’t repent, who won’t understand. And you are to keep preaching.
· And they won’t listen until the consequences come, when cities and land are destroyed and devastated. 
· If you think you have an exhausting ministry assignment, just consider that one.
· And history unfolds exactly as God predicted (shocker). Eventually, the southern kingdom of Judah is destroyed, and the people of God are taken into exile in Babylon because of their sinfulness.

· And in advance, knowing this would happen, Isaiah writes Isaiah 40, to encourage the people of God who would be in exile, exhausted and weary, and struggling to have faith that God knows or cares. 
· And the comfort that God directs his people to is his exhaustive sovereignty and reign. 

· Cf. Isaiah 6:8-13

· Cf.  ISAIAH 40:21-31

Do you not know? Have you not heard?
Has it not been declared to you from the beginning?
Have you not understood from the foundations of the earth?
22 It is He who sits above the circle of the earth,
And its inhabitants are like grasshoppers,
Who stretches out the heavens like a curtain
And spreads them out like a tent to dwell in.
23 He it is who reduces rulers to nothing,
Who makes the judges of the earth meaningless.
… 
But He merely blows on them, and they wither,
And the storm carries them away like stubble.
25 “To whom then will you liken Me
That I would be his equal?” says the Holy One.
26 Lift up your eyes on high
And see who has created these stars,
The One who leads forth their host by number,
He calls them all by name;
Because of the greatness of His might and the strength of His power,
Not one of them is missing.

· And because God has that level of exhaustive sovereignty, here’s how it should impact us when we’re exhausted.
· Whether that exhaustion is because we feel like we are insufficient for our task, we can’t control the results, we work and work it feels it accomplishes nothing, like with Isaiah,
· Or whether our exhaustion is because we are experiencing the consequences of our sin, like the exiles, and it feels hopeless,
· Instead of choosing to respond with bitterness in our exhaustion, we are to see and submit to God’s rule.

· Isaiah 40:27-31 - Why do you say, O Jacob, and assert, O Israel,
“My way is hidden from the Lord,
And the justice due me escapes the notice of my God”?
Do you not know? Have you not heard?
The Everlasting God, the Lord, the Creator of the ends of the earth
Does not become weary or tired.
His understanding is inscrutable.
He gives strength to the weary,
And to him who lacks might He increases power.
Though youths grow weary and tired,
And vigorous young men stumble badly,
Yet those who wait for the Lord
Will gain new strength;
They will mount up with wings like eagles,
They will run and not get tired,
They will walk and not become weary.

· What strengthens us when we are exhausted? When we hit our limits?
· Sometimes you work as hard as you can, 8, 10 hours at your job, and it feels like as you leave there are actually more problems for you to solve than there was when you started. You’re exhausted, and you can’t keep up. “GOD, DON’T YOU SEE MY WORK AND MY EFFORT? WHY IS THIS SO HARD?”
· Sometimes you’re seeking to minister to someone in your life, parenting your kids, or ministering to someone in your life in crisis, but it seems like with each moment you pour out and love them, the needs don’t go away, but they get bigger! And you’re exhausted, thinking, “THESE PEOPLE ARE IN THE WAY OF ME EXPERIENCING REST AND PEACE! GOD, DON’T YOU SEE IT?”
· Sometimes you experience God’s discipline for your sin, and you’re exhausted and feel the pull to despair. “LORD, WHEN WILL YOU SHOW FAVOR TO ME AGAIN? HOW LONG? DON’T YOU SEE WHAT I’M GOING THROUGH?”

· And God’s answer is, “Of course I see. I’m reigning right now. And I don’t get tired like you do, even as I uphold every piece of my creation. Don’t fight what I’m doing. Submit to my rule, and I’ll give you the strength you need. You’re not supposed to carry it all yourself. That’s my job. Just wait for me and be faithful.”
· And as we submit to him, and quiet our hearts in his rule, he strengthens us to soar on wings like eagles. And when we can’t do that, he strengthens us to run without growing weary. And when we can’t do that, he strengthens us to take the next righteous step while we wait for him.

· Cf. 1 Kings 19:1-21

· MAIN IDEA: The sovereignty of God should motivate us to savor God as King and submit to him, rather than reject his rule.


II. Meticulous sovereignty makes meaning out of mundane life.
· God’s sovereignty is meticulous. If he really controls all aspects of his creation, rising up and tearing down, giving life and producing death, then that means he’s involved in every detail of your life.
· God carefully and meticulously exercises his complete control over the mundane minutia of your everyday moments of life.
· We can’t always see that. We can’t see the whole picture. We’re incapable of seeing the whole story. Even if God showed it to us, there’s too much. We can’t understand it all.
· Remember from last week from Psalm 139, when David considers God’s knowledge of every part of his life, he responds, “such knowledge is too high for me, I can’t attain to it.”
· And so in our finite minds, it can appear like there are certain things in our life that just happen.
· The car just happened to break down. My kids just happened to get sick. I just happened to sleep through my alarm.
· But there is no “just happened” in the Lord’s sovereignty. Just because we can’t see the bigger picture, doesn’t mean that God isn’t actively working and reigning through the smallest details of our lives. John Piper has said, “God is always doing 10,000 things in your life, and you may be aware of 3 of them.” 
· And when we trust in his meticulous sovereignty, then it gives us great purpose and meaning, because we know God has picked exactly where we are and given us exactly what we’re doing.

· Scripture is filled with examples of God’s meticulous sovereignty, but let me just mention one for us to meditate on.

· Joseph

· Do you remember Joseph’s story? 
· His father just so happened to send him to check on his brothers, and he just so happened to come to them right when they had been stewing on their bitter thoughts about him, and were ready to do something about it.
· And it just so happened, after they threw him into a pit, that an Ishmaelite caravan was going by, and his brothers decided to sell him to them
· And it just so happened that the Ishmaelite caravan was going to Egypt. And you can almost picture the auction that happens. All the slaves up, and people checking them out, who’s going to buy which ones. And somehow, Joseph ends up going home with Potiphar.
· Maybe he’s the only one who could afford Joseph, since Potiphar was a high-ranking official, and apparently Joseph was good-looking, so maybe he cost more.
· Maybe there was a bidding war, and Potiphar just happened to hit the right number.
· Maybe no one else was even interested in Joseph because he was a Jew, but Potiphar was desperate for help for some reason.
· The point is, I can imagine Joseph feeling alone, overwhelmed, wondering what would happen to him, who would buy him.
· But in all the seeming “randomness,” God had decided and predetermined exactly where Joseph would go, because he knew Joseph needed to be with Potiphar, because God knew that he needed to use Potiphar’s lustful wife to falsely accuse Joseph so that Joseph would end up in prison, so that he could talk to Pharoah’s cupbearer, so that Joseph ultimately could rise and provide deliverance for the entire nation of Egypt and the people of God.
· There was no “coincidences” in Joseph’s story. God’s meticulous providence was at work.
· And here’s how Joseph would summarize his life and experience when he later talked to his brothers:

· Genesis 50:19-21 – “But Joseph said to them, “Do not be afraid, for am I in God’s place? As for you, you meant evil against me, but God meant it for good in order to bring about this present result, to keep many people alive. So therefore, do not be afraid; I will provide for you and your little ones.” So he comforted them and spoke kindly to them.”
· Gen 50:24–26
· Exodus 3:19
· Naomi and Ruth
· Ruth 1:21–22
· Ruth 2:1–3

· In the years of waiting for God to act, what gave Joseph purpose and hope was his faith in God’s sovereignty in his life. Even in the details that seemed random, or inexplicable, God was working.

· Brothers and sisters, that’s true in our lives too. We won’t see the bigger picture. We’re incapable of it. But even in the most mundane moments of our lives, the monotony of daily faithfulness, or the seemingly random challenges that seem to kick us when we’re down, we can think, “Does anybody see this? Does this matter at all?”

· And the answer is, yes, it all matters. Because we have a God who reigns, who is intricately involved in the details, and who is currently working to accomplish 10,000 things in your life, most of which you may never know about this side of eternity. 
· So don’t resist him.

· MAIN IDEA: The sovereignty of God should motivate us to savor God as King and submit to him, rather than reject his rule.


III. Powerful sovereignty produces hope when life seems like an impossible problem.

· God’s redemptive plan has often included moments, when, to our human perspective, it seemed like there was no hope. How is God going to accomplish his purposes when it seems like there’s no way?
· In Genesis, God promised that he would provide a deliverer through the line of Abraham, but it seemed like there was no way for God’s promise to be fulfilled, because they were old!

· Genesis 18:11-14 – “Then they said to him, “Where is Sarah your wife?” And he said, “There, in the tent.” He said, “I will surely return to you at this time next year; and behold, Sarah your wife will have a son.” And Sarah was listening at the tent door, which was behind him. Now Abraham and Sarah were old, advanced in age; Sarah was past childbearing. Sarah laughed to herself, saying, “After I have become old, shall I have pleasure, my lord being old also?” And the Lord said to Abraham, “Why did Sarah laugh, saying, ‘Shall I indeed bear a child, when I am so old?’ Is anything too difficult for the Lord? At the appointed time I will return to you, at this time next year, and Sarah will have a son.”

Jer 32:16–17
Jer 32:26–27

· And sure enough, God made a way when it seemed there was no way. He proved he reigns, and there is nothing that thwarts his purposes. Nothing is impossible with God.

· Or when it was finally time for the promised Messiah to be born, God decided to do it in an impossible way, for the child to be born to a virgin. The angel tells Mary.

· Luke 1:35–37 – “The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary; for you have found favor with God. And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall name Him Jesus. He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High; and the Lord God will give Him the throne of His father David; and He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and His kingdom will have no end.” Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since I am a virgin?” The angel answered and said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; and for that reason the holy Child shall be called the Son of God. And behold, even your relative Elizabeth has also conceived a son in her old age; and she who was called barren is now in her sixth month. For nothing will be impossible with God.”

· God made a way when it seemed there was no way. He proved he reigns, and there is nothing that thwarts his purposes. Nothing is impossible with God.

· And God’s redemptive plan culminated in the climax of Jesus’s earthly ministry, the darkest moment, when all the rage of godless men had risen against the Lord, and put to death the Son of God. Rebellious men had killed their King.
· And even then, God proved that he was still reigning, and that nothing thwarts his purposes.
· Acts 2:22-24 - “Men of Israel, listen to these words: Jesus the Nazarene, a man attested to you by God with miracles and wonders and signs which God performed through Him in your midst, just as you yourselves know— this Man, delivered over by the predetermined plan and foreknowledge of God, you nailed to a cross by the hands of godless men and put Him to death. But God raised Him up again, putting an end to the agony of death, since it was impossible for Him to be held in its power.”
· God made a way when it seemed there was no way. He proved he reigns, and there is nothing that thwarts his purposes. Nothing is impossible with God.

· How should this impact us? There are things that seem impossible in our lives. Where it seems like God’s promises can’t be fulfilled, because from our human perspective, the challenge is too great.
· The biggest one is our sin. We can be tempted to think that our sin is too great. Our rebellion against God too long, to be restored and reconciled to God. That for us to be saved and become a Christian is impossible.
· What is impossible for you to do, God did. God sent his Son to demonstrate perfect submission in a way that we never could, to be killed to take the punishment for our rebellion against his rule, and to be raised from the dead, so that he now reigns at the right hand of the Father.
· Remember Jesus’s words, when the disciples realized what the repentance and turning that it takes to become a follower of Christ, giving up my self-righteousness and selfish desires:

· Luke 18:26-27 – “They who heard it said, “Then who can be saved?” But He said, “The things that are impossible with people are possible with God.”

· God reigns. And he has purposed to make a way for sinners to be reconciled to himself. Submit to his rule and accept the way of salvation he has offered through his Son.

· Believers, we still face what feel like impossible situations in the Christian life. Suffering that seems so deep and real that we think, “How on earth can God possible redeem this for good purposes?” Sin that has such a grip on our hearts or the hearts of those we love that we think, “Is freedom in Jesus really possible in the face of such hard-heartedness?” 
· What is impossible with man is possible with God. He reigns, and there is nothing that thwarts his purposes.
· So cling to his promises, and never give up hope in God’s powerful sovereignty that is always at work.

MAIN IDEA: The sovereignty of God should motivate us to savor God as King and submit to him, rather than reject his rule.


IV. Supreme sovereignty helps you be humble, submit to God, and pray.

· There are many “sovereigns” in the world, kings, bosses, presidents. And there are even sovereigns that we don’t see; the Scriptures call Satan the prince of the power of the air, as he’s been allowed some measure of power over the world.
· But though there are many “sovereigns,” there is only one Supreme Sovereign, the King of kings, and Lord of lords.
· He gives measures of authority to those he wishes, and he takes it away when he wishes. 
· Nebuchadnezzar had to learn this lesson the hard way. He believed he was sovereign in himself, until God taught him otherwise:

· Cf. Daniel 4:28-37

· 28 “All this happened to Nebuchadnezzar the king. 29 Twelve months later he was walking on the roof of the royal palace of Babylon. 30 The king reflected and said, ‘Is this not Babylon the great, which I myself have built as a royal residence by the might of my power and for the glory of my majesty?’ 31 While the word was in the king’s mouth, a voice came from heaven, saying, ‘King Nebuchadnezzar, to you it is declared: sovereignty has been removed from you, 32 and you will be driven away from mankind, and your dwelling place will be with the beasts of the field. You will be given grass to eat like cattle, and seven periods of time will pass over you until you recognize that the Most High is ruler over the realm of mankind and bestows it on whomever He wishes.’…



· Once Nebuchadnezzar learned the lesson, he turned and acknowledged God’s kingship, stating, 

· “For His dominion is an everlasting dominion,
And His kingdom endures from generation to generation.”

· And then here’s what resulted:
· 36 At that time my reason returned to me. And my majesty and splendor were restored to me for the glory of my kingdom, and my counselors and my nobles began seeking me out; so I was reestablished in my sovereignty, and surpassing greatness was added to me. 37 Now I, Nebuchadnezzar, praise, exalt and honor the King of heaven, for all His works are true and His ways just, and He is able to humble those who walk in pride.”

· There is only one Supreme Sovereign. And he is able to humble those who walk in pride. 
· And part of our right response to God’s sovereignty is to willingly humble ourselves before him now. 
· We submit our plans, our desires, our hopes, our fears, to his will for us. 
· And part of how we do that practically, how we demonstrate that submission of our wills to his, and demonstrate that we really believe God is the one Supreme Sovereign, is through fervent prayer. 

· Matthew 6:7-13 -  “And when you are praying, do not use thoughtless repetition as the Gentiles do, for they think that they will be heard because of their many words. So do not be like them; for your Father knows what you need before you ask Him. “Pray, then, in this way:
· ‘Our Father, who is in heaven,
Hallowed be Your name.
Your kingdom come.
Your will be done,
On earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors.
And do not lead us into temptation, but deliver us from evil.’”

· A couple of things I want you to see here:
· A belief in God’s sovereignty actually leads us to pray. We might think, through our human reasoning, that because we believe God knows what we need and will provide, that would lead us not to pray. God already knows anyway!
· But that’s not the way Jesus thinks, and it’s not the way Scripture communicates. Because our Father knows what we need and reigns as the Supreme Sovereign, that means we shouldn’t try to manipulate him with repetition and vain words!
· But a belief in God’s sovereignty actually should lead me to true fervent prayer, where I am eager to approach the King, to align my will with his, to get on board with his purposes for my life, and to cast my cares on him, knowing he can carry them when I can’t, and that he has said my prayer matters.
· I’ve heard prayer described like a man on a boat throwing a rope towards the dock and pulling on it. Does he pull the dock towards himself? No, he pulls himself towards the dock.
· In the same way, our prayer doesn’t pull God towards our will, but it pulls us towards God’s will.

· Once more, let me leave with you my main idea:
· MAIN IDEA: The sovereignty of God should motivate us to savor God as King and submit to him, rather than reject his rule.

· His sovereignty encourages us when we are exhausted, brings meaning to the mundane, gives hope in the impossible and keeps us humble and dependent on him.

