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God Is…
God Is Unchanging


Good morning, Faith Church West. I hope you have enjoyed this summer as we have been working through the character of God. “God is” series

The story of the three kings: Saul, David, and Solomon – They changed to become worse  


	King
	Good Attributes (Beginning)
	Key Beginning Verse
	Changed / Negative Attributes
	Key Verse Showing the Change

	Saul
	• Appeared to be humble 
• Verbally gave God the glory
• Merciful toward his enemies
•• Spirit-empowered leader
	1 Samuel 11:13 – "But Saul said, 'Not a man shall be put to death this day, for today the LORD has accomplished deliverance in Israel.'"
	• Disobedient
• Proud and self-protective
• Excused his sin
• Jealous of David
• Rejected God's Word
• Spiritually hardened
	1 Samuel 15:23 – "Because you have rejected the word of the LORD, He has also rejected you from being king."

	David
	• Trusted God 
• Humble and patient
• Respected authority 
• A man after God’s own heart
• Led with integrity
	2 Samuel 5:10 – "David became greater and greater, for the LORD God of hosts was with him."
	• Became spiritually complacent
• Committed adultery
• Arranged Uriah's death
• Misused his authority
• Did not trust God with everything
	2 Samuel 12:9
"Why have you despised the word of the LORD by doing evil in His sight? You have struck down Uriah the Hittite with the sword, have taken his wife to be your wife, and have killed him with the sword of the sons of Ammon."


	Solomon
	• Loved the Lord
• Sought wisdom instead of wealth
• Walked in God's statutes
• Built the Temple
• Led Israel into the “glory days”
	1 Kings 3:3 – "Now Solomon loved the LORD, walking in the statutes of his father David..."
	• Loved wealth and luxury
• Multiplied wives
• Compromised with the world
• Heart became divided
• Tolerated and promoted idolatry
	1 Kings 11:4 – "For when Solomon was old, his wives turned his heart away after other gods; and his heart was not wholly devoted to the LORD his God..."



Some of us my like change, but we don’t want God to change. 

God Is Unchanging

Main Point: Because God is unchanging in His character, we can trust Him in His character. 

PRAYER 

I. What Does It Mean That God Is Unchanging/Immutable?
A. His unchangeableness is part of what sets Him apart as God and Creator and not a man/creature
Psalm 95:1-5
God’s authority is a circular argument – Unmoved mover – This is only true of God because He is God! 
B. His unchangeableness means that God is unchanging in His being and character
Short-term “I caught him on a bad day” – Long-term “He’s not the same person I knew him to be” – Malachi 3:6 – The series is called “God is” not God was or has been! 
C. His unchangeableness means that God is unchanging in His purposes
Romans 3:23-26 – What if God changed His mind about being the justifier? Or about being just? 
D. His unchangeableness means that God is unchanging in His promises
Hebrews 6:13-18
2 Corinthians 1:20
This is why the cross had to happen. There was no getting out of a perfect substitute needing to take our place. Jesus’ death shows that God is unchanging! 
What did our Lord ask His Father in the garden of Gethsemane? “If it is possible, let this cup pass from me” but it couldn’t just pass by. He had to drink it. 
Gospel Call – If you reject Jesus Christ and look the judgement of God straight in the eye, don’t think that you can ask for judgement to pass over you. God is so unchanging that even the Son of God couldn’t get that to happen. Our God is who He is! 

II. What Does God’s Immutability NOT Mean?
A. It does not mean that God has no emotions or passions (i.e. God is not impassible)
God has grief – The resurrection of Lazarus 
God has joy – Luke 15 – there is joy in heaven when one sinner repents
But God is not reactionary in His emotions.
B. It does not mean that God doesn’t change His mind
1 Samuel 15 narrative – God does not change but His response can change
The law does not change when you become a criminal, you changed and received the consequences. 
C. It does not mean that human beings have no responsibility
We are commanded to respond properly to an unchanging God
III. How Should God’s Unchangeableness Change Us? 
A. God’s unchangeableness should change fear and anxiety into confident faith
All kinds of things in this world change. Some for the better, and some for the worse. 
Suffering – tragedy, medical diagnosis – real or potential, death of a loved one
Psalm 61:1-4 
B. God’s unchangeableness should produce contentment in place of greed and consumerism
Hebrews 13:5-6
C. God’s unchangeableness should produce commitment to God’s Word in place of false doctrines
Hebrews 13:8-9
D. God’s unchangeableness should produce humility in place of pride
Main Point: Because God is unchanging in His character, we can trust Him in His character. 
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