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God Is…
God Is Unchanging
Pastor David Mora

Good to be with you again on this Lord’s day. We are in the middle of 2026. We have completed our series in the book of Galatians. I learned a lot walking through that book – I hope you did too. 

This summer, we are doing a series on the attributes of God, and we’ve been calling it “God is…”

By the way, for those who don’t know what an attribute of God is, perhaps it would be a good idea to explain it to you. 

When we talk about an attribute, we are attempting to describe a quality that describes who God is. 

God has revealed himself to us and is identified by His attributes, but theologians who have taken apart the Scriptures, and have broken down and categorized these attributes into two groups. 

a. Communicable attributes are those which also are found in humans, but to a lesser degree.
b.  Incommunicable attributes are those which are found in God alone.

Since you and I are created in God’s image, we reflect God’s nature to a lesser degree by way of the first category. 

We possess intellect, will and emotion to a far lesser degree then God does. 

In some sense, we reflect the glory of God by design because we have the ability to reason and think and use language. You see, it’s these things and more where you and reflect the image of God in our lives and ultimately point to God as the ultimate creator of all things. 

The world you and I live in reflects a Creator who far surpasses what you and I are limited in so far as what we naturally communicate outwardly. 

Do you see how that comes out in the way you and move about in this world? In other words, there is no escaping the stamp of God’s stamp in our lives. 

Now when it comes to the second category. We cannot communicate those things at all. 

For instance, Pastor Rob explained to us that God is omnipresent. That is not something communicated to us, let alone something we possess. 

We cannot be everywhere at once – but God is everywhere present! 

Now, let me back into another attribute of God by way of a question. 




Is it possible for God to create another “god”? Think with me here, you budding theologians! 

The answer is – No! And the reason why we know this is because the new god would not be independent or uncreated. 

There are certain attributes that God cannot transfer from Himself to someone else! 

You see, only God is self-existent. A fancy word for that is Aseity. Only God is self- existent, whereas everything created is in a state of becoming. 

· You and I are created. We are in a state of becoming! We are derived. We have a beginning. 

·  God is supreme. 

The real difference between God and man is that His being is very different from ours. 

· He is independent, but we are entirely dependent on Him. What God creates, He sustains.

I said to you that last week, Pastor Rob talked about one of God’s primary attributes, namely…

· God is omnipresent – that is to say, he is everywhere. There is no place he is not! 

But today we want to look at another attribute of God today – and that is…

God is unchanging – now, we need to flesh this out a bit
I. What Does It Mean That God Is Unchanging/Immutable?
When we say that God is immutable/unchanging, we are saying that God doesn’t change. For instance,
· God is unchanging in his nature/being
· God is unchanging in purposes
· God is unchanging in his perfections
We change our minds at the drop of a dime, and for numerous and petty reasons – not God! The prophet Malachi through the Spirit said – 
Malachi 3:6 “For I, the LORD, do not change; therefore you, O sons of Jacob, are not consumed.”
Do you find comfort in the Lord that his nature doesn’t fluctuate in the ways that ours does? 
I find comfort that God doesn’t blow me up on the spot because I had a bad day! I find it comforting that when God saved me, he promises to keep me by his power forever!  
Romans11:29 “ for the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable.” I find it comforting that God doesn’t change his mind about having saved me. God doesn’t remove what he gives to those who believe.  
Do you find it comforting that when we struggle with being faithful at times, or times in which we are rebellious or spiritually cold, that God's steadfast character keeps us secure? 
The unchanging nature of God is not hidden in the pages of Scripture by any means. Even the prophet highlighted the fluctuations with and compared us to God who doesn’t change. 



In 1 Samuel 13 and 15, we learn that King Saul was disobedient to an expressed command by God himself on 2 major occasions
· The first occasion involved Saul making an offering to God, rather then to wait for Samuel to do it. Only Levitical priests were allowed to do this, not kings. 

· The second involved Saul partially sparing the wicked Amalekites, and taking their livestock. God expressly commanded Saul to not spare anyone or anything. 
Saul expressly disobeyed God’s judgment and replaced it with his own judgment instead. As a result, the kingdom was taken away from King Saul and later given to King David. 
Now, remember what Samuel said to Saul in 15:22 – 
“Has Yahweh as much delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices
As in obeying the voice of Yahweh?
Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice,
And to heed than the fat of rams.” 
That is why Samuel said in -
1 Samuel 15:29 “Also the Glory of Israel will not lie or change His mind; for He is not a man that He should change His mind.” 
God’s promises and warnings, and his standards of righteousness are always firm and unchanging in contrast to man’s way of trying to manipulate outcomes or insincere repentance. 
God is unchanging – let’s look at Psalm 102 where the psalmist said – 
Psalm 102:25-27 “Of old You founded the earth, and the heavens are the work of Your hands. Even they will perish, but You endure; and all of them will wear out like a garment; like clothing You will change them and they will be changed. But You are the same, and Your years will not come to an end.”
Now, here’s why I point this out – the writer to the Hebrews quotes from this very passage and say that the LORD who is unchanging in his nature is none other then the Lord Jesus Christ, and says of him that he is…
Hebrews 13:8 “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever.”  And just as a footnote: I love quoting from these two passages when arguing for the deity of Jesus Christ against Jehovah’s Witnesses. 
Because Jesus has the same exact incommunicable attributes as God the Father! Jesus is truly God. 
James the half-brother of Jesus understood
James 1:17 “Every good thing given and every perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or shifting shadow. (ESV – “shifting shadow due to change”, NIV – “who does not change like shifting shadows”)
The celestial bodies may shift here in varying degrees, but God does not at all alter his faithfulness toward his people.
A. His unchangeableness is part of what sets Him apart as God and Creator and not a man/creature

1 Samuel 15:29 “Also the Glory of Israel will not lie or change His mind; for He is not a man that He should change His mind.”
B. His unchangeableness means that God is unchanging in His being and character
C. His unchangeableness means that God is unchanging in His purposes
D. His unchangeableness means that God is unchanging in His promises
Hebrews 6:13-18 “For when God made the promise to Abraham, since He could swear by no one greater, He swore by Himself, saying, “I WILL SURELY BLESS YOU AND I WILL SURELY MULTIPLY YOU.” And so, having patiently waited, he obtained the promise. For men swear by one greater than themselves, and with them an oath given as confirmation is an end of every dispute. In the same way God, desiring even more to show to the heirs of the promise the unchangeableness of His purpose, interposed with an oath, so that by two unchangeable things in which it is impossible for God to lie, we who have taken refuge would have strong encouragement to take hold of the hope set before us.”
II. What Does God’s Immutability NOT Mean?
A. It does not mean that God has no emotions or passions (i.e. God is not impassible)

(explain further)

B. It does not mean that God doesn’t change His mind 
Now, before you freak out, allow me to explain what I mean by this because it almost sounds as though Scripture is contradicting itself when it is not. 
 Having said that, let’s wade through some of passages passages in Scripture that seem to suggest that God does indeed change his mind. 
For instance
1 Samuel 15:10-11 Then the word of the LORD came to Samuel, saying, “I regret that I have made Saul king, for he has turned back from following Me and has not carried out My commands…”
1 Samuel 15:35 “…And the LORD regretted that He had made Saul king over Israel.
When you see passages like these, it ought not shake you to the core. In fact, these are some of the passages in which the writer is speaking anthropologically. 
For instance, When the Bible speaks of God as having "hands" or "eyes" – the writer is helping us relate to God’s actions in ways we can understand.
So when God grieves or has sorrow or regret, the writer is attributing human emotion to God. It is an expression of God’s holy displeasure against sin. 
And the reason why we know that anthropomorphic language is being used is because 1 Samuel 15:29 is the hermeneutical key to understanding those verses properly.
1 Samuel 15:29 “Also the Glory of Israel will not lie or change His mind; for He is not a man that He should change His mind.”
C. It does not mean that human beings have no responsibility
III. How Should God’s Unchangeableness Change Us? 
A. God’s unchangeableness should change fear and anxiety into confident faith
Hebrews 6:17-18 - In the same way God, desiring even more to show to the heirs of the promise the unchangeableness of His purpose, interposed with an oath, so that by two unchangeable things in which it is impossible for God to lie, we who have taken refuge would have strong encouragement to take hold of the hope set before us.
B. God’s unchangeableness should produce contentment in place of greed and consumerism
Hebrews 13:5-6 - Make sure that your character is free from the love of money, being content with what you have; for He Himself has said, “I WILL NEVER DESERT YOU, NOR WILL I EVER FORSAKE YOU,” so that we confidently say, “THE LORD IS MY HELPER, I WILL NOT BE AFRAID. WHAT WILL MAN DO TO ME?”
Hebrews 13:7-8 - Remember those who led you, who spoke the word of God to you; and considering the result of their conduct, imitate their faith. Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever.
C. God’s unchangeableness should produce commitment to God’s Word in place of false doctrines
Hebrews 13:8-9 - Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever. Do not be carried away by varied and strange teachings…
D. God’s unchangeableness should produce humility in place of pride
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