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[Introduction with Moses and the burning bush and study of God as a subject, versus the sovereign we savor and submit to]
God is…Sovereign: A Study on the Character of God.
The Scriptures reveal that God is the rightful king and ruler over all creation because he is the Creator of all things. His kingship and kingdom are a prominent theme from beginning to end of the Scriptures.
Psalm 95:1-7 – “O come, let us sing for joy to the Lord,
Let us shout joyfully to the rock of our salvation.
Let us come before His presence with thanksgiving,
Let us shout joyfully to Him with psalms.
For the Lord is a great God
And a great King above all gods,
In whose hand are the depths of the earth,
The peaks of the mountains are His also.
The sea is His, for it was He who made it,
And His hands formed the dry land.
Come, let us worship and bow down,
Let us kneel before the Lord our Maker.
For He is our God,
And we are the people of His pasture and the sheep of His hand.”

Isaiah 6:1, 5b – “In the year of King Uzziah’s death I saw the Lord sitting on a throne, lofty and exalted, with the train of His robe filling the temple…For my eyes have seen the King, the Lord of armies.”

Isaiah 66:1-2 – “Thus says the Lord,
“Heaven is My throne and the earth is My footstool.
Where then is a house you could build for Me?
And where is a place that I may rest?
 “For My hand made all these things,
Thus all these things came into being,” declares the Lord.

Revelation 4:11 - “Worthy are You, our Lord and our God, to receive glory and honor and power; for You created all things, and because of Your will they existed, and were created.”

The Bible reveals that God since God is CREATOR and KING OVER ALL CREATION, he alone is the SUPREME SOVEREIGN.
So because of who God is…the supreme sovereign Lord over all, he demonstrates Sovereignty in a way that is holy and like no other. 
Let me define God’s sovereignty as…
Sovereignty – God’s exhaustive, meticulous, powerful, supreme control and rulership over all creation according to his will.
The Bible speaks that God’s sovereignty exhaustively covers all spectrums of creation and all the affairs of his creatures. I want to mention the exhaustive “spectrums” of God’s sovereignty. Here are some key passages.

Deuteronomy 32:9 – “See now that I, I am He,
And there is no god besides Me;
It is I who put to death and give life.
I have wounded and it is I who heal,
And there is no one who can save anyone from My hand.”

1 Samuel 2:6-7 – “The Lord puts to death and makes alive;
He brings down to Sheol and brings up.
The Lord makes poor and rich;
He humbles, He also exalts.”

Lamentations 3:37-38 – “Who is there who speaks and it comes to pass,
Unless the Lord has commanded it?
Is it not from the mouth of the Most High
That both adversity and good proceed?”

Isaiah 45-5-7 – “I am the Lord, and there is no one else;
There is no God except Me.
I will arm you, though you have not known Me,
So that people may know from the rising to the setting of the sun
That there is no one besides Me.
I am the Lord, and there is no one else,
The One forming light and creating darkness,
Causing well-being and creating disaster;
I am the Lord who does all these things.”

I made a chart to picture the exhaustive spectrum of God’s total power and control:
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Sinful mankind’s natural response to such exhaustive sovereignty is to reject and refuse such rulership. 
Instead, seeking to “master the Master” of mankind, we foolishly try to shape our Sovereign Lord into a god of our mind, who must fit our faulty thinking, and submit to our sinful desires, and if he doesn’t, we dismiss him as God.
· Instead of “apologizing” for God’s sovereignty, or attempting to avoid it, the attribute should be something we adore.
· Sovereignty is not a problem to be solved by man, but a reality we savor and submit to.
MAIN IDEA: The sovereignty of God is an attribute that should motivate us to savor God as King and submit to him, rather than reject his rule.
I want to reflect on four defining facets of God’s sovereignty, to help us savor and submit to God as our King, rather than reject his rule.
Like a precious jewel, as we see each of these defining dimensions of sovereignty, I am going to illustrate them in the beautiful way that the Bible adorns them.
I. Exhaustive sovereignty encourages you when you are exhausted.
What encourages your heart when you are exhausted, after you have worked as hard as you could all day, yet so much work remains undone? 
Every day, it seems like you just get further behind with every effort of work you expel. 
· You are exhausted and it seems like there is NO WAY I CAN KEEP GOING
Perhaps you have ministered time and time again to someone, yet with each moment of ministry, it seems like a larger mountain with more problems, and you are worn out and drained.
· You are exhausted thinking, “THESE PEOPLE ARE IN THE WAY, OF ME EXPERIENCING REST/PEACE.”
I get exhausted and anxious when I strive to control circumstances, or the responses of others, or certain outcomes in my work.
· I think seriously, LORD, “NOT THAT WAY!!” THIS IS JUST CHAOS.
In those moments, my exhausted eyes must look to my exalted God, who has exhaustive sovereignty over all. 
· His full exhaustive control encourages me when I think that there is NO WAY I CAN KEEP GOING.
God reminds me, it’s okay you can take a nap. God is working in gazillions of ways while I sleep, and he is not needing my input or efforts.
· God’s exhaustive power over people encourages me when people problems seem so big, to know that:
· People are not too big a problem for me to find peace/rest in the Lord. When I think: “THESE PEOPLE ARE IN THE WAY, OF ME EXPERIENCING REST/PEACE.”
· Example with parent exhaustion with a small child/baby.
· Prov. 21:1 - The king’s heart is like channels of water in the hand of the LORD; He turns it wherever He wishes. 
· Isaiah 40:22 - “It is He who sits above the circle of the earth,
And its inhabitants are like grasshoppers,” 
When I consider God’s exhaustive control over the circumstances, I trust his unlimited wise control to direct the circumstances for his glory and my ultimate good. 
It helps me look at my circumstances with excitement and not exhaustion because I am looking forward to seeing the wise exhaustive power of God on display.
· So instead of trusting my wisdom, “NOT THAT WAY!!” THIS IS JUST CHAOS!
· I TRUST THE WISDOM OF YOUR WAY, LORD.
I want to give two examples, from the Scriptures about how the exhaustive sovereignty of God personally impacted Isaiah and Elijah, two prophets of God through their challenging ministries contexts with what seem like big problems with people and circumstances that could easily lead to burnout.
Isaiah prophesied in the reigns of the kings of Judah (Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah. (1:1). From 739 to 681 BC). Uzziah (790-739 BC), Jotham (750-732 BC), Ahaz (735-715BC), and Hezekiah (715-686 BC).
Israel was experiencing of great struggle both politically and spiritually. The
Northern Kingdom of Israel was falling apart spiritually, politically, and militarily and fell to the Assyrians in 722 B.C. The Southern Kingdom of Judah appeared on the brink of destruction as well against Assyria, but it withstood the attack. 
In this spiritual and political turmoil, Isaiah was a prophet in the Southern Kingdom of Judah and delivered God’s Word that they should turn from their idolatry and trust in the Lord, Yahweh, and not in any other nation like Egypt or fear the foreign kings. He encouraged them to believe that God promised them a glorious kingdom through Moses and David and the promised Messiah from the line of Davi, and to rely on the Lord.
In Isaiah, God calls and commissions Isaiah,
Cf. Isaiah 6:8-13
 [READ ISAIAH 6:8-13]
“Then I heard the voice of the Lord, saying, “Whom shall I send, and who will go for Us?” Then I said, “Here am I. Send me!” He said, “Go, and tell this people:
‘Keep on listening, but do not perceive;
Keep on looking, but do not understand.’
“Render the hearts of this people insensitive,
Their ears dull,
And their eyes dim,
Otherwise they might see with their eyes,
Hear with their ears,
Understand with their hearts,
And return and be healed.”
Then I said, “Lord, how long?” And He answered,
“Until cities are devastated and without inhabitant,
Houses are without people
And the land is utterly desolate,
 “The Lord has removed men far away,
And the forsaken places are many in the midst of the land.
“Yet there will be a tenth portion in it,
And it will again be subject to burning,
Like a terebinth or an oak
Whose stump remains when it is felled.
The holy seed is its stump.”
When you hear the ministry assignment of Isaiah…you can sympathize with Isaiah’s question. “How long, Lord?” 
Sounds like an exhausting ministry assignment. 
· A messenger to people who won’t listen.
· Keep delivering a message even though they will keep on not understanding the message.
· Example of exhaustion when you just repeat something 3 times.
· Keep ministering until cities and land are destroyed and desolated. 
Eventually, the Southern Kingdom is destroyed as prophesized by Isaiah, not by Assyria, but by Babylon, and the people are taken to captivity in Babylon. They are in exile having been disciplined by God for their idolatry. 
Yet, Isaiah encourages them with God’s message of comfort and hope, that turn their eyes to the glory of God’s exhaustive sovereignty so that they will trust the Lord. 
Cf.  ISAIAH 40:12-31
Who has measured the [j]waters in the hollow of His hand,
And marked off the heavens by the [k]span,
And [l]calculated the dust of the earth by the measure,
And weighed the mountains in a balance
And the hills in a pair of scales?
13 Who has [m]directed the Spirit of the Lord,
Or as His counselor has informed Him?
14 With whom did He consult and who gave Him understanding?
And who taught Him in the path of justice and taught Him knowledge
And informed Him of the way of understanding?
15 Behold, the nations are like a drop from a bucket,
And are regarded as a speck of dust on the scales;
Behold, He lifts up the [n]islands like fine dust.
16 Even Lebanon is not enough to burn,
Nor its beasts enough for a burnt offering.
17 All the nations are as nothing before Him,
They are regarded by Him as less than nothing and [o]meaningless.
18 To whom then will you liken God?
Or what likeness will you compare with Him?
19 As for the [p]idol, a craftsman casts it,
A goldsmith plates it with gold,
And a silversmith fashions chains of silver.
20 He who is too impoverished for such an offering
Selects a tree that does not rot;
He seeks out for himself a skillful craftsman
To [q]prepare [r]an idol that will not totter.
Do you not know? Have you not heard?
Has it not been declared to you from the beginning?
Have you not understood from the foundations of the earth?
22 It is He who [s]sits above the [t]circle of the earth,
And its inhabitants are like grasshoppers,
Who stretches out the heavens like a curtain
And spreads them out like a tent to dwell in.
23 He it is who reduces rulers to nothing,
Who makes the judges of the earth [u]meaningless.
24 [v]Scarcely have they been planted,
[w]Scarcely have they been sown,
[x]Scarcely has their stock taken root in the earth,
But He merely blows on them, and they wither,
And the storm carries them away like stubble.
25 “To whom then will you liken Me
That I would be his equal?” says the Holy One.
26 Lift up your eyes on high
And see who has created these stars,
The One who leads forth their host by number,
He calls them all by name;
Because of the greatness of His might and the [y]strength of His power,
Not one of them is missing.
27 Why do you say, O Jacob, and assert, O Israel,
“My way is hidden from the Lord,
And the justice due me [z]escapes the notice of my God”?
Isaiah 40:28-31 - “Do you not know? Have you not heard?
The Everlasting God, the Lord, the Creator of the ends of the earth
Does not become weary or tired.
His understanding is inscrutable.
He gives strength to the weary,
And to him who lacks might He increases power.
Though youths grow weary and tired,
And vigorous young men stumble badly,
Yet those who wait for the Lord
Will gain new strength;
They will mount up with wings like eagles,
They will run and not get tired,
They will walk and not become weary.”
Isaiah reminds us to trust in the exhaustive sovereignty of God.
God’s sovereignty breathes energy and renews strength when you are tired and weary. 
Fix your eyes and your heart on God’s incomparable power, unmatched wisdom, and complete control over-all. 
Consider also the example of the prophet Elijah. 
After God shows all the prophets of Baal that Yahweh alone is God.…God brought the drought to the land, and then God brought the rain to the land. And Elijah killed the prophets of Baal, and runs down the mountain outrunning Ahab to Jezreel…but what news does Elijah receive after that powerful ministry moment on Mount Carmel.
Cf. 1 Kings 19:1-21
READ portions…v.1-8, 
Don’t you just hear and feel for Elijah, the exhaustion and discouragement…”
“…he requested for himself that he might die, and said, “It is enough; now, O Lord, take my life, for I am not better than my fathers.”
But God’s exhaustive sovereignty cares for Elijah when he’s exhausted and gives him strength as God is in control and even directing angels to minister to him….while Elijah is running away and as we see, the Lord does not stop sustaining him even when he’s not where he should be.
v.9-10, v.13-14 – Notice…what are you doing here, Elijah? And the repetition of  “I have been very zealous for the Lord, the God of hosts; for the sons of Israel have forsaken Your covenant, torn down Your altars and killed Your prophets with the sword. And I alone am left; and they seek my life, to take it away.”
v.15-18 – But the exhaustive sovereignty of God provides encouragement how everything is going just according to God’s plans and nothing is out of God’s reach.
To summarize the main idea again…
MAIN IDEA: The sovereignty of God is an attribute that should motivate us to savor God as King and submit to him, rather than reject his rule.
I hope the exhaustive aspect of God’s sovereignty is something that you will savor and embrace when you are exhausted. Don’t ignore this reality but let it encourage your heart.
Another sweet aspect of God’s sovereignty is that it is meticulous. 
II. Meticulous sovereignty makes meaning out of mundane life.
God’s sovereignty means that the Lord has the most and greatest attention to the details of our lives. He carefully cares and exercises his complete control over all the mundane minutia of your everyday moments of life. 
So, what can seem to us at first meaningless mundane moments are eternally significant and meaningful when wielded by our King’s powerful hand.
I want to highlight just a few personal examples in Scripture:
Jospeh 
Genesis 50:19-21 – “But Joseph said to them, “Do not be afraid, for am I in God’s place? As for you, you meant evil against me, but God meant it for good in order to bring about this present result, to keep many people alive. So therefore, do not be afraid; I will provide for you and your little ones.” So he comforted them and spoke kindly to them.”
The personal dreams, being sold into slavery, being placed in prison, the years of plenty and famines, and becoming second in command over all Egypt, was God’s meticulous and personally detailed sovereign plan to save his people, and keep his promises to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob and to care for them. 
Genesis 50:24-26 - Joseph said to his brothers, “I am about to die, but God will assuredly take care of you and bring you up from this land to the land which He promised on oath to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob.” Then Joseph made the sons of Israel swear, saying, “God will assuredly take care of you, and you shall carry my bones up from here.” So Joseph died at the age of 110 years; and they embalmed him and placed him in a coffin in Egypt.”
Joseph reminds his brothers ultimately, it is God’s meticulous care for them, not his care. God will assuredly take care of his people and keep his promises. And notice the delightful meticulous detail about his death and bones. 430 years later after the Israelites lived in Egypt we read such details…
Exodus 3:19 – “And Moses took the bones of Joseph with him, for he had made the sons of Israel solemnly swear, saying, “God will certainly take care of you, and you shall carry my bones from here with you.”
Consider also the example of Naomi and Ruth.
Naomi and Ruth
[Share a little background]
Ruth 1:21-22 - “So Naomi returned, and with her Ruth the Moabitess, her daughter-in-law, who returned from the land of Moab. And they came to Bethlehem at the beginning of barley harvest.”
Ruth 2:1-3 – “Now Naomi had a relative of her husband, a man of great wealth, of the family of Elimelech, whose name was Boaz. And Ruth the Moabitess said to Naomi, “Please let me go to the field and glean among the ears of grain following one in whose eyes I may find favor.” And she said to her, “Go, my daughter.” So she left and went and gleaned in the field after the reapers; and she happened to come to the portion of the field belonging to Boaz, who was of the family of Elimelech.”
You may know the rest of the story…such detailed care for Ruth and Naomi by God leaves them full and not empty. 
· Loyal love toward personal family relationships and toward the Lord during trials and grief were meaningful and noticed in the eyes of God.
· Where God allowed Ruth to work by gleaning was a meaningful blessing and gift of God’s sovereign meticulous care.
· Who God provided as a spouse was powerfully planned and arranged by God.
· The son that Ruth and Boaz have once married and have a son, has meaningful purpose far beyond what is planned by people. His name Obed, and he serves to restore life and sustain Naomi in her old age, and King David, and our promised Messiah, Jesus Christ, come from this family line!
[If time allows, one more example, is the healing miracles that specifically Jesus does with the man born blind John 9 with the specific detailed way Jesus heals and, on the Sabbath, to lead to a confrontation with the authority of Jesus with the religious leaders].
MAIN IDEA: The sovereignty of God is an attribute that should motivate us to savor God as King and submit to him, rather than reject his rule.
May it motivate you to see that small moments lived by faith are incredibly meaningful in the mighty hand of our Majestic King.
III. Powerful sovereignty produces hope when life seems like an impossible problem.
The sovereignty of God is central to our hope resting on God alone. His powerful sovereignty it crucial to God’s saving work through Jesus Christ.
Because of the sin of Adam, the first man, mankind is fallen. This problem is impossible problem for us to resolve.
Romans 5:12, 17, 19 - Therefore, just as through one man sin entered into the world, and death through sin, and so death spread to all men, because all sinned…. For if by the transgression of the one, death reigned through the one… For as through the one man’s disobedience the many were made sinners
Yet throughout the Bible, circumstances and people appear to threaten all hope for salvation and seem like an impossible problem to overcome. But God’s sovereign power produces hope for his people to live by faith.
Consider Sarah, who was barren, when in her old age was told she would give birth as promised to offspring, Isaac, from whose family line the Messiah, Jesus Christ would come.
Genesis 18:9-14 – “Then they said to him, “Where is Sarah your wife?” And he said, “There, in the tent.” He said, “I will surely return to you at this time next year; and behold, Sarah your wife will have a son.” And Sarah was listening at the tent door, which was behind him. 11 Now Abraham and Sarah were old, advanced in age; Sarah was past childbearing. Sarah laughed to herself, saying, “After I have become old, shall I have pleasure, my lord being old also?” And the Lord said to Abraham, “Why did Sarah laugh, saying, ‘Shall I indeed bear a child, when I am so old?’ Is anything too difficult for the Lord? At the appointed time I will return to you, at this time next year, and Sarah will have a son.”
Consider the prophet Jeremiah, at a time he has a big problem. He is imprisoned in the King’s court for prophesying to the King of Judah Zedekiah, that the city and the king will be taken by the King of Babylon. The army of the King of Babylon is besieging the city all while Jeremiah is shut in prison. And then God tells Jeremiah, Hanamel the son of Shallum your uncle, is coming to you…“Buy for yourself my field which is at Anathoth, for you have the right of redemption to buy it.” This seems like a good time for the family to get out of the property business, but a really bad time to make a property investment if you are Jeremiah. But in faith Jeremiah listens to Word of the Lord and purchases and seals up and stores the deed, knowing what God promised. Jeremiah banks his hope on God’s powerful sovereignty.
Jeremiah 32:16-17 - “After I had given the deed of purchase to Baruch the son of Neriah, then I prayed to the Lord, saying, ‘Ah Lord God! Behold, You have made the heavens and the earth by Your great power and by Your outstretched arm! Nothing is too difficult for You”
And in God’s answer and response, 
Jeremiah 32:26-27 – “Then the word of the Lord came to Jeremiah, saying,  “Behold, I am the Lord, the God of all flesh; is anything too difficult for Me?” 
God promised Jeremiah to fulfill his Word to his people and bring them back to the land and establish an everlasting covenant with them.
We have hope because God is sovereignly powerful to save his people and fulfill his promises to his people.
God promised despite mankind’s rebellion and sin, that his promised salvation from our sin would come according to the promise of the Messiah, God’s chosen king. The promised Birth of Our Savior brings hope because of God’s sovereignty.
Luke 1:30-37 – “The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary; for you have found favor with God. And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall name Him Jesus. He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High; and the Lord God will give Him the throne of His father David; and He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and His kingdom will have no end.” Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since I am a virgin?” The angel answered and said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; and for that reason the holy Child shall be called the Son of God. And behold, even your relative Elizabeth has also conceived a son in her old age; and she who was called barren is now in her sixth month. For nothing will be impossible with God.”
We see the sovereign power of God displayed in the glorious, good news about Jesus Christ’s death and resurrection for the forgiveness of our sins.
Acts 2:22-24 - “Men of Israel, listen to these words: Jesus the Nazarene, a man attested to you by God with miracles and wonders and signs which God performed through Him in your midst, just as you yourselves know— this Man, delivered over by the predetermined plan and foreknowledge of God, you nailed to a cross by the hands of godless men and put Him to death. But God raised Him up again, putting an end to the agony of death, since it was impossible for Him to be held in its power.”
Savor the sovereign power of God and may it fill your heart with hope especially with the seemingly impossible problems of:
1) Sin
2) Suffering
[Gospel invitation] 
The sovereign power of God gives hope to every single one of us related to sin.
We can be tempted to think that our sin is too great. Our rebellion against God to long, to be restored and reconciled to God. That for us to be saved and become a Christian is impossible.
Yes your sins have separated you from your God, but what is impossible for you to do, God did. In sending the Son of God, Jesus Christ, into the world that you might be saved and live through him. This is the work of God, that you turn you’re your evil ways and deeds and believe in the Lord Jesus Christ.
Remember what Jesus said when the rich man wanted to inherit eternal life from Jesus, and did not want to follow Jesus and he went away sad because he was very rich, and the disciples…
Luke 18:26-27 – “They who heard it said, “Then who can be saved?” But He said, “The things that are impossible with people are possible with God.”
You can have hope that Jesus died once and for all and rose from the dead in your place for the forgiveness of your sins so that you who believe on the Lord Jesus will be saved. It’s possible only by the Sovereign God!
Believer, this also gives hope in your continued battle with sin. Victories against seemed impossible before Christ, but now by his power you have hope to see sin no longer have dominion in your life that you obey its lust. It produces hope for the next battle and motivates you to put on the full armor of God, when you understand you have the hope of standing in his sovereign strength for the fight.
Powerful sovereignty also produces hope when you are experiencing sufferings.
Suffering…
	[If time allows]
2 Corinthians 4:7-11, 16-18 – “7 But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, so that the surpassing greatness of the power will be of God and not from ourselves; 8 we are afflicted in every way, but not crushed; perplexed, but not despairing; 9 persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed; 10 always carrying about in the body the dying of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus also may be manifested in our body. 11 For we who live are constantly being delivered over to death for Jesus’ sake, so that the life of Jesus also may be manifested in our mortal flesh. 12 So death works in us, but life in you.”
16 Therefore we do not lose heart, but though our outer man is decaying, yet our inner man is being renewed day by day. 17 For momentary, light affliction is producing for us an eternal weight of glory far beyond all comparison, 18 while we look not at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen; for the things which are seen are temporal, but the things which are not seen are eternal.”
MAIN IDEA: The sovereignty of God is an attribute that should motivate us to savor God as King and submit to him, rather than reject his rule.
May these passages that are sweet reminders of God’s powerful sovereignty in what seemed like the impossible help us live by faith in our God, and to live with hope especially as we face the problems of sin and suffering.
Finally, considering God’s
IV. Supreme sovereignty helps you be humble, submit to God, and pray.
There are many sovereigns/rulers/kings, but only one Supreme Sovereign, the King of Kings, and Lord of Lord, who establishes all earthly authorities.
God’s supreme sovereignty is something we savor when we live under difficult authorities, and something that should keep us all humble and submissive to God.
We want to learn this lesson from King Nebuchadnezzar:
	Cf. Daniel 4:28-37
28 “All this happened to Nebuchadnezzar the king. 29 Twelve months later he was walking on the roof of the royal palace of Babylon. 30 The king reflected and said, ‘Is this not Babylon the great, which I myself have built as a royal residence by the might of my power and for the glory of my majesty?’ 31 While the word was in the king’s mouth, a voice [ad]came from heaven, saying, ‘King Nebuchadnezzar, to you it is declared: sovereignty has been removed from you, 32 and you will be driven away from mankind, and your dwelling place will be with the beasts of the field. You will be given grass to eat like cattle, and seven [af]periods of time will pass over you until you recognize that the Most High is ruler over the realm of mankind and bestows it on whomever He wishes.’…
34 “But at the end of that period, I, Nebuchadnezzar, raised my eyes toward heaven and my reason returned to me, and I blessed the Most High and praised and honored Him who lives forever;
For His dominion is an everlasting dominion,
And His kingdom endures from generation to generation.
35 “All the inhabitants of the earth are accounted as nothing,
But He does according to His will in the host of heaven
And among the inhabitants of earth;
And no one can ward off His hand
Or say to Him, ‘What have You done?’
36 At that time my reason returned to me. And my majesty and splendor were restored to me for the glory of my kingdom, and my counselors and my nobles began seeking me out; so I was reestablished in my sovereignty, and surpassing greatness was added to me. 37 Now I, Nebuchadnezzar, praise, exalt and honor the King of heaven, for all His works are true and His ways just, and He is able to humble those who walk in pride.”
Do you see how because God is the SUPREME SOVEREIGN, he can remove earthly sovereigns in a moment and restore them as he pleases. 
“He is able to humble those who walk in pride.”
Sometimes you cannot make other people walk humbly…savor the truth that because God is Supreme sovereign, he can bring it about.
Even if you have walked in pride…savor the truth that because God is the Supreme sovereign, he can choose to raise you up again.
This should both help us walk in humility, but also helps us appreciate the privilege of prayer.
You get to have an audience with the Supreme sovereign anytime you desire Christian! To honor him, to talk with him, to thank him, to speak to him, and to ask him.
God’s supreme sovereignty motivates us to pray because he promises to work in and through our prayers as means to bring about his sovereign purposes! Because God knows and cares, we are encouraged to pray!
Matthew 6:7-13 -  “And when you are praying, do not use thoughtless repetition as the Gentiles do, for they think that they will be heard because of their many words. So do not be like them; for your Father knows what you need before you ask Him. “Pray, then, in this way:
‘Our Father, who is in heaven,
Hallowed be Your name.
Your kingdom come.
Your will be done,
On earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors.
And do not lead us into temptation, but deliver us from evil.’”
[It time allows, some specific reasons supreme sovereignty we appreciate through prayer:
1. Draws us close to experience the sweet all-sufficient sovereignty of God.
2. We participate in savoring God’s sovereign work in creation and the lives of others.
3. We are sanctified by God’s sovereign power and our will is aligned with his will as we persist in prayer.
4. We are more aware and dependent on God’s sovereign works so led to praise and thank him when prayer is answered.
I hope that consider the sovereignty of God in some of its dimensions…
Sovereignty – God’s exhaustive, meticulous, powerful, supreme control and rulership over all creation according to his will.
Is an attribute that motivates you to savor God as King and submit to him, rather than reject his rule.
· His exhaustiveness… encourages you when you are exhausted.
· His Meticulous rule…brings meaning with the mundane moments.
· His limitless power…produces hope in what seems like impossible to us.
· His supreme authority, helps keep us humble in obedience, and prayerfully dependent.

Let’s pray.
