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This summer we are studying God’s attributes. We have called the series “God is.” We are asking ourselves, “What is God like?”, “What defines God?”, or “What are God’s irreducible characteristics?”
· So far, we have considered that God is faithful, good, loving, and holy. Today we are going to talk about God’s Omnipresence. God is sovereign, immutable, and satisfied in himself are still to come.

There are 3 words Bible students use to explain God’s character that begin with omni- which means all. We can talk about God being all powerful (omnipotent), or all knowing (omniscient), or everywhere present (omnipresent). 
· Each of these three words is related to the others. I am not going to divide the lines sharply in this message. One theologian puts all three words under the category of eternal.

Our task this morning is first to prove from Scripture that God is with you wherever you go and it is impossible to escape God’s presence and then second to consider how that doctrine makes a difference in our lives. Here is the main idea … the key takeaway:

Main Idea: God’s Omnipresence provides incredible Christian blessing and comfort while warning us about the dangers of sinful thoughts and behaviors. 

Please turn with me to Psalm 139. This is an amazing Psalm about God’s character. The first six verses describe the intimate way that the Lord knows us. Broadly speaking he searches and knows us (v. 1).
· He knows when we rise and lie down (v. 2). He knows our thoughts (v. 2) which is amazing. I am so thankful that all our thoughts are not accessible publicly. 
· But to imagine God knowing every thought is both comforting and scary. 
· He intimately knows our ways (v. 3). He has seen us get up every day at the same time and follow the same basic routine. God knows your routine.
· He knows what we are going to say even before we say it (v. 4). That is crazy. I find myself wanting to say one thing, then making an adjustment before the words come out. The Lord knows what I wanted to say, the thought process I went through to adjust what I said, and the Lord knew the exact words that came out of my mouth before I said them.
· Verse 5 reminds us of God’s care. He lays his hand upon us.

David does not know what to say about it except that such knowledge is too wonderful for him and it is outside his personal experience. Psalm 139 reminds that God is all knowing (or omniscient). But then it changes to discuss God’s presence.

I. God’s Omnipresence means there is no place where God cannot be found.

Some have misunderstood this biblical truth with a heresy that God and the universe are the same. The heresy leads people to say things like “I am god,” or “god is the rock or mountain.” God made the world and is not restricted by it as we are.

A. God is present with you wherever you go

There are some places where people would expect God to be. He is in the heavens. That makes sense. He is with his people in worship. That also makes sense. But notice how Psalm 139 talks.

Psalm 139:7-8 	Where can I go from Your Spirit? Or where can I flee from Your presence? 8 If I ascend to heaven, You are there; If I make my bed in Sheol, behold, You are there.
 
1. Even when you go to the spiritual places

On occasion I look for places to go that might be fun for Stephanie and I to visit. Then we decide whether we will drive or fly. What is the most convenient way to get there and what kind of transportation do we need when we are there. That makes sense. 
· Trips to heaven or Sheol (the place of the dead) required death. You cannot find them on Travelocity. 
· To say that God is there in heaven and Sheol is a shocking statement recognizing that God is the creator and sustainer of the whole world. 
· The heavens would not exist without his will and neither would Sheol. 

God is present with you wherever you go even to places that require death to get there.

Psalm 139:9-10 If I take the wings of the dawn, If I dwell in the remotest part of the sea, 10 Even there Your hand will lead me, And Your right hand will lay hold of me.

2. Even when you go to the remotest places on earth

Many of us like to get away and be off the grid for a little while. It removes any potential guilt about not responding to people while you are trying to get physical and/or spiritual rest. A vacation without cellphone service is practically heaven itself. Being one with nature for a week is totally amazing. 
· But being alone is also a bummer if it is prolonged. There is a reason that solitary confinement is practically torture. 
· God designed us to be in community with him and others.

But David wants to make a point – even if you as far away from everything else that you can possibly get, you have not travelled outside of God’s presence. God’s people have, at times, been taken to awful and secluded places but they never stepped beyond where his presence reaches.

Psalm 139:11-12 If I say, “Surely the darkness will overwhelm me, And the light around me will be night,” 12 Even the darkness is not dark to You, And the night is as bright as the day. Darkness and light are alike to You. 

3. Even when you go to the darkest places

I confess that I have lived an easy life. My parents and grandparents stayed together. God gave me an amazing wife. Even when we were unsure if we could have children, the Lord gave us three (four if you count the one we never got to meet). 
· I have always had a job, a place to live, and something to eat. 
· Neither I nor those closest to me have had the illnesses that kill most Americans and thus have enjoyed long life. 
· I have lived in relative safety. In the words of Psalm 139 --- in the light.

I understand that is not true for everyone. Corrie Ten Boom is a famous follower of Jesus Christ. 
· She was part of a Christian family deeply devoted to Jesus living in German occupied Holland. Her family defied the Germans and hid many Jews until someone ratted them out. 
· Corrie and her sister Betsie were sent to Ravensbrück concentration camp. Before Betsie died she told Corrie these words, “We must tell them (the world) that there is no pit so deep that He is not deeper still. They will listen to us, Corrie, because we have been here.” 
· That is what Corrie did and Betsie was right --- people did listen to her. She is well known for repeating this sentence as she shared the hope of Jesus.

It is hard to imagine a darker scene than that. Yet, their testimony is that God’s love and presence was with them every step of the way – even in the darkest places of sin, suffering, and evil.

Psalm 23:4 Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I fear no evil, for You are with me; Your rod and Your staff, they comfort me.
 
Not only is God present wherever you go, but also …
B. God is never too busy nor out of touch 

1 Kings 18:20-40 describes Elijah’s conflict with the prophets of another so-called god named Baal. The stage is set to prove who follows the true God of heaven and earth. 
· The task is simple, build an alter, slaughter a bull, and then pray that God will consume the bull with fire. 

The prophets of Baal, all 450 of them, go first. Elijah watches and begins to tease them when nothing happens. We read …. 

1 Kings 18:26-28 Then they took the ox which was given them and they prepared it and called on the name of Baal from morning until noon saying, “O Baal, answer us.” But there was no voice and no one answered. And they leaped about the altar which they made. 27 It came about at noon, that Elijah mocked them and said, “Call out with a loud voice, for he is a god; either he is occupied or gone aside, or is on a journey, or perhaps he is asleep and needs to be awakened.” 28 So they cried with a loud voice and cut themselves according to their custom with swords and lances until the blood gushed out on them. 

Here is Elijah’s view of their god – he is busy, on a smoke break, taking a journey, or asleep. Their god has far to much to do and he does not have time to deal with the likes of you. Sadly they are even harming themselves to try to coax Baal into doing something.

This goes on for a while longer and finally Elijah determines it is his turn. He makes the various preparations and then 

1 Kings 18:36-40 At the time of the offering of the evening sacrifice, Elijah the prophet came near and said, “O Lord, the God of Abraham, Isaac and Israel, today let it be known that You are God in Israel and that I am Your servant and I have done all these things at Your word. 37 “Answer me, O Lord, answer me, that this people may know that You, O Lord, are God, and that You have turned their heart back again.” 38 Then the fire of the Lord fell and consumed the burnt offering and the wood and the stones and the dust, and licked up the water that was in the trench. 39 When all the people saw it, they fell on their faces; and they said, “The Lord, He is God; the Lord, He is God.”

This not only emphasizes God’s care but his presence. He was with Elijah all along. Through every step and trial, the Lord was right there. 
· He was there when the prophets of Baal were making fools of themselves. He was there when Elijah was sitting back and mocking the prophets. The Lord was there all along.
· When it was time for him to act, he did.

Friends, God is never too busy nor out of touch. He might not behave as we want, but he is there and he is active.

C. God always sees everything because he is there

Proverbs 15:3 The eyes of the Lord are in every place, Watching the evil and the good.

This is a remarkable statement. He is capable of paying attention to all of us at the exact same time. 
· When we were students or children we took advantage of the finite abilities of our parents and teachers. 
· Even teachers who seemed more astute than others, were still regularly deceived by students skilled in manipulation and hiding.

But the Lord sees the evil. This is the scary part of God’s presence. 
· Sometimes we convince ourselves that we are the only ones who know about something. 
· People hide their pornography, stealing, or sports betting. Even if they successfully hide it for years, God knows all about it and watched the whole thing.

I once asked a counselee if he would look at pornography in front of his parents. He laughed as if I had asked him an incredibly dumb question. “Of course not,” he replied. Then he explained some of the things his parents might do to him. 
· After a couple minutes, I asked why he would do so in full view of God Almighty. That question was more difficult to answer.

On the other hand, he also watches the good. He never misses a beat and never ignores an opportunity to watch you do what is right. That is an encouraging or helpful truth. The Lord sees and encourages us to make the next right decision. 

D. God judges perfectly because he knows perfectly

Hebrews 4:12-13 For the word of God is living and active and sharper than any two-edged sword, and piercing as far as the division of soul and spirit, of both joints and marrow, and able to judge the thoughts and intentions of the heart. 13 And there is no creature hidden from His sight, but all things are open and laid bare to the eyes of Him with whom we have to do.

Disputes, conflict, and division occur from different ways that people judge a matter. 
· The way we judge is somewhat dependent on the information we have available. 
· 
For example, some in our community have very strong opinions about fireworks. It is not hard to know that because they make public comments.

I don’t typically buy fireworks. I watch others. I realize there are ordinances that we should follow. I am largely ambivalent. 
· How I judge public comments is dependent on what I know about the person complaining. I tend to view the complaints as silly when the only issue is the person does not like them. 
· Okay. That does not mean others can’t have a party. Who died and made you king? 
· However, if I knew the person was a combat veteran who experienced the pain and loss of war, then I can understand why they complain and I can hope and pray that the Lord continues to bring healing to them and sensitivity to those who don’t seem to care.

Well, God judges everything perfectly. His word goes all the way to the thoughts and intentions of the heart. That is why no creature is hidden from his sight. That is why all things are open. He is there to see it all, experience it all, and know it all.

Only the Lord is capable of that kind of judgment.

E. The Lord Jesus’ special presence with his people and the Spirit as our guarantee

Matthew 1:23 “Behold, the virgin shall be with child and shall bear a Son, and they shall call His name Immanuel,” which translated means, “God with us.” 

Hebrews 13:5 Make sure that your character is free from the love of money, being content with what you have; for He Himself has said, “I will never desert you, nor will I ever forsake you,”

Ephesians 3:14-17a For this reason I bow my knees before the Father, 15 from whom every family in heaven and on earth derives its name, 16	that He would grant you, according to the riches of His glory, to be strengthened with power through His Spirit in the inner man, 17 so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith;

Ephesians 4:30 Do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were sealed for the day of redemption. 

Here we have the glorious truth that Jesus is with his people and he never forsakes them. In fact, he makes our hearts his home. 
· It is an ever increasing transformation of becoming more like Jesus. We were given of the Spirit which reminds us that we were sealed for the day of redemption.

Earlier I mentioned that the Main Idea: God’s Omnipresence provides incredible Christian blessing and comfort while warning us about the dangers of sinful thoughts and behaviors. 

We needed to start by proving from Scripture that God is with you wherever you go and it is impossible to escape God’s presence. 
· Psalm 139, 1 Kings 18, Hebrews 4, and Proverbs 15:3 biblically prove God’s omnipresence or the reality that he is everywhere present. 
· When we add Ephesians 3:14-17 and 4:30 we add the special privilege we having God with us as his people. This is exactly what the Lord did in the OT where he centered his presence in the Holy of Holies.

As believers we enjoy both the general presence of God and the localized presence of him making our hearts his home. That should encourage us to the see the blessing and comfort of God’s presence.

Now we need to turn our attention to how that doctrine makes a difference in our lives. We must explain why his omnipresence is a blessing and comfort but also a potential danger.

II. Embrace the Practical Implications of God’s Omnipresence

I am going to have 6 implications of God’s Omnipresence. I suppose we could have had a dozen, but that might give you the opportunity to think about during your devotions. Let’s start…

A. God is with you during your moments of faithfulness and he keeps track of it.

I have followed the World Cup. I suspect my interest will diminish now that the US got destroyed by Belgium. The games last about 1 hour and 45 minutes give or take. 
· The game is largely boring with quick moments of intense activity. You can watch 1 hour and 42 minutes faithfully and the 3 minutes you miss … because you were getting a beverage or two … results in you missing both goals and what will eventually become the entire highlight reel. 3 minutes of crazy activity and world class skill and 1 hour and 42 minutes of grown men standing around.

At times this drives me crazy. Why didn’t I just watch the highlights? 
· I could have done something far more productive for almost 2 hours and then just watched the 3 minutes of highlights. 

Well, thankfully the Lord is not like that. He can pay attention to our work all the time. He never misses a moment of activity or brilliance (and it is a good thing because I don’t have many of those).

I think this matters a lot when it seems that others in your family, workplace, neighborhood, or a church do not see all your contributions. We can start to wonder whether God cares. Friends, he cares. He is with you and he is keeping track.

1 Corinthians 3:12-14 	Now if any man builds on the foundation with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, straw, 13 each man’s work will become evident; for the day will show it because it is to be revealed with fire, and the fire itself will test the quality of each man’s work. 14 If any man’s work which he has built on it remains, he will receive a reward. 

I find it encouraging that regardless of what people around us think, the Lord is there for it all, he knows it, and he rewards proper building.

B. God is with you during moments of hurt, fear, worry, or despair.

I quoted from Psalm 23 earlier. Now I would like to draw attention to … Psalm 34:18 The Lord is near to the brokenhearted and saves those who are crushed in spirit.

It is natural when we are hurting, fearful about our future, worried about how what we are experiencing will affect the rest of our lives, and in despair to pull away from others. 
· We tend to isolate because we don’t have the energy to maintain relationships or we don’t want to burden others with our troubles or we don’t want people to see us in that condition.

While we may benefit from a break from normal routines when life is difficult, there is a danger of isolationism. 
· A danger when no one knows what is happening in your life. What pulls us out of the isolating cycle is remembering the Lord is with us.

As soon as we start going down that road, we enter a new path. Instead of the path of isolation and further darkness, we start walking toward the light.

1 Peter 5:7 casting all your anxiety on Him, because He cares for you. 

We start talking to him about our hurts and fears. 
· This gives him the opportunity to bring passages to our minds to help us remember truths that speak directly to our concerns.
· His comfort, care, love, knowledge, and support also gives us the strength to re-engage with others. 

This means that the body also then is in the position to care for us. All because Jesus is with us. You can be sure that whether life is easy or hard, the Lord is with you every step of the way.

C. God’s presence can encourage you to desire Christ to be your savior or to witness to others

Romans 2:4 Or do you think lightly of the riches of His kindness and tolerance and patience, not knowing that the kindness of God leads you to repentance?

Christ’s sacrifice woos others to him. When they understand their sinfulness and Christ’s righteousness it is motivating to trust him. 

We could also think about God’s presence as a motivation to witness. I hope you are asking the Lord for opportunities to share Jesus in your circles. 

Earlier I mentioned Corrie Ten Boom. She was sent to a woman’s concentration camp. 
· Roughly 40% of all women who entered the camp died. It was a dark and difficult place.

But listen to her brief 3 minute testimony. Notice that her belief that “We must tell them (the world) that there is no pit so deep that He is not deeper still. They will listen to us, Corrie, because we have been here.” Did not result in her bitterness or desire for revenge. 

It resulted in forgiveness, compassion, and concern for where others will spend eternity.

[Corrie Ten Boom Testimony … please grab the 2 min 49 second testimony from this site: Corrie ten Boom on God's Presence in Dark Times - HavenToday.org]

Is it time for you to respond?
· Maybe to place your faith in Jesus.
· Maybe to reignite your concern for the lost.

That is what God’s presence can do as we look to our savior for strength, help, and comfort.

D. God’s presence can motivate you to live faithfully

His eyes see the good. That is not only a comfort after we do something good (as I mentioned earlier), it is a motivator to do something good. 
· Knowing that he is with me can motivate me to faithfully follow his commandments.

I do not see his commandments as a burden or as a way for God to jam me up, but as an expression of his loving care resulting in my good.

The more that I remember the Lord is with me, the more inclined I will be to want to please him. 
· It also encourages me to avoid what might displease him. 

I firmly believe that we should not be driven by the fear of man. We should fear God more. 
· We should not set our first affection on pleasing people, but on pleasing God. There is a reason peer pressure or colleague pressure is a real thing. 
· We want to feel part of the group and not disappoint others. Yet, when others shun us, hurt us, use us, bully us, and continually prove that they do not care about us, then we can sometimes go the other way. 
· Then, we don’t care about people at all. I am out to get mine and I don’t care who I run over.

Oh, friends. The Lord wants us remembering his presence so that we honor him. When we do, we will please the people who also want to honor the Lord and we will displease those who care about themselves. 

E. God’s presence ensures you do not get away with your rebellion

I mentioned that my main idea includes a warning about the dangers of sinful thoughts and actions. Because he is with us dear friends, he sees it all. 
· Even if you get away with something for a while, the Lord knows. He was there. He saw it all. When we stand before him we stand alone. 
· Whose memory will he trust? Yours? Mine? No. Because he was eyewitness to it all and capable of seeing past the exterior to the inner workings of the heart, he will use his.

When he does, we no longer get away with our rebellion.

F. God’s presence ensures that you can be freed from the powerful addictions of the world.

Ed Welch wrote in a book called Addictions: A Banquet in the Grave that we are all addicts in the sense that we all have intense desires that become more important than Jesus. 

When a person is in an intense state of addiction whether alcohol, sports gambling, some form of immorality, some type of drug, the praise of people, or something else there can be a feeling of helplessness. 
· A belief that one will be forever trapped. This attribute of God says it does not have to be that way.

His presence will never leave you and he can provide the grace and help for your time of need. Draw near to the Lord and he will draw near to you. 

Friends, the 

Main Idea: God’s Omnipresence provides incredible Christian blessing and comfort while warning us about the dangers of sinful thoughts and behaviors. 

May we learn to appreciate the Lord more for his ongoing presence and all the benefits that come with it.






















