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Can you believe we are almost finished with our walk through the book of Galatians? As you are well aware, our theme has been Prioritizing The Gospel.

You are also well aware that our book of choice was to walk to walk through the book of Galatians. 

The running theme of the book is Justification by Faith Alone. It’s in this letter we find the Apostle Paul protecting not only the Galatian churches, but he safeguards the very Gospel itself against those who are perverting the Gospel

In chapters 1-2, we see the Apostle Paul defend the Gospel, namingly…

· Justification by Faith --- True for Abraham, for Paul, for us, and for all who know Jesus personally. Works are never, ever, ever the means of salvation. Works or obedience are logical applications of Faith and Salvation.

In chapters 3-4 we understand that upon believing in Christ, we are free from the works of the Law. That is to say…

· Freedom in Jesus --- Sometimes legalism seeps into the church (Galatians called it bondage). It can involve all sorts of things. We must fight it in our lives and in the way we see others. As was shared last Sunday … we are free in Jesus. Praise God.

In chapters 5-6 Paul explains that Justification lived out results in…

· Character Consistent with the Gospel --- Freedom in Christ does not mean I can live however I want. The wrong use of freedom results in biting and devouring one another. That is not consistent with the gospel, let alone walking by the Spirit of grace. 

Now, at this juncture, we find ourselves in Galatians 5:22-26. Please turn there. And while you are making your way there, I want us to call to mind what Pastor Rob said to us last week – that victory in our Christian life is possible for the believer in Christ. 

And the reason why we know this is because in verses 16-18 Pastor Rob pointed out that

· Walking by the Spirit overcomes the desires of the flesh (vv.16-18)
· We can know when we carry out the desires of the Flesh (vv. 19-21)

And it’s in those verses where we find that we cannot walk by the Spirit, while a carry out the desire of the flesh. 

As believers in Christ, there will inevitably be times in our Christian walk whereby we will be under the Spirit’s control as well as times where we won’t be.  

I want you to understand that living under the Spirit’s control is a life of daily surrender. 

Having said that, bear in mind that the filling of the Spirit is not to be confused with the Baptism of the Spirit. 

The two are not the same

Baptism of the Spirit. Is a foundational once-for-all event that incorporates a believer into the body of Christ (Acts 1:5) All believers in Christ are baptized by one body and now a part of God’s family (1 Corinthian 12:13) 

Filling of the Spirit. Is an ongoing, repeatable experience where a believer is empowered by the Holy Spirit for daily living and service. 

I point this out to you because I want you to understand that because we are not Spirit-filled at times, that God has removed us from his spiritual family – no…

That is not what Paul is saying because he is not talking about Spirit Baptism, he is describing spirit filling! 

But he is saying that when we live a steady Spirit-filled life, we will not desire to carry out our former way of living. 

I like how Pastor Rob put it, that Progressive sanctification involves walking more with the Spirit and less carrying out the desires of the flesh. 

But being a mixed bag … sometimes walking by the Spirit and sometimes carrying out the desires of our flesh. 

We are more prone to wander if we do not live out a steady life of persistence under the Spirit’s control. 

That brings us to Galatians 5:22-26 – let’s read it – this is the Word of the Lord. (read)

We’ve titled our sermon for this morning Walking by The Spirit. Our goal is to give you an idea of what that looks like in a believers life. 

Because you see there is a stark contrast between the life of a believer walking by the Spirit and an unbeliever walking by the flesh. I feel out of necessity the need to explain the contrast so as to set a framework for the rest of the sermon. 

So I need you to please bear with me, ok? The Apostle Paul set up for us to see two different contrasts between believers and unbelievers – 

· One bears fruit in accordance with the Spirit.
· One bears fruit accordance with the flesh.

A person who has no saving faith in the Lord – we call that person an unbeliever. He is living in a state of unbelief. 

So then it follows that his walk will be characterized by unbelief. The fruit of his life will bear that out. 

· Christ is not the Lord over this person’s life because he wants to live out the rule over his own life. 

This person lives as though there is no ultimate governing authority or rule over his life. 

Now, that doesn’t mean that this person will be as bad as he can possibly be, living in a state of unbelief. But it is to say that his life will be characterized by a particular walk. 

· His life will reflect those beliefs. 

That brings us to Galatians 5:19-21 –

Galatians 5:19-21 “Now the deeds of the flesh are evident, which are: immorality, impurity, sensuality, 20 idolatry, sorcery, enmities, strife, jealousy, outbursts of anger, disputes, dissensions, factions, 21 envying, drunkenness, carousing, and things like these, of which I forewarn you, just as I have forewarned you, that those who practice such things will not inherit the kingdom of God.”

This is the fruit of an unbelieving life.  Recall what Pastor Rob said - those who truly live in the state of the “flesh” are not saved. 

Now, there will be times in a believer’s life in which we can act carnal in our behavior. And that ought to sound as a warning – When these words (vv. 19-21) describe you, at that moment, you look like an unbeliever. 

And if your behavior reflects an attitude that suggests that you couldn’t care less about your profession of faith of life and practice, we ought not have confidence – instead, this ought to serve as warning that you may fall under 1 John 1:6
1 John 1:6 “If we say that we have fellowship with Him and yet walk in the darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth”

Now, a true believer in Christ lives in a state of belief. And although there will be times in which we will act in ways that are fleshly in our behavior, we are not carnal in our nature. 

Because Paul says of the one who is truly saved that “if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creature; the old things passed away; behold, new things have come.” (2 Corinthians 5:17)

That is why, there is no such thing as a carnal Christian. Because that term came to describe a person who is only flesh and does not have the Holy Spirit dwelling within him.  

So then our life will not always be indicative of Galatians 5:19-21 because the believer’s walk will be a state of belief. 

Unlike the unbeliever – 

· Christ is Lord over his life, demonstrated by a life of daily surrender to the will of Christ over his life. 

It is a life that says – 

“All to Jesus I surrender,
All to Him I freely give;
I will ever love and trust Him,
In His presence daily live.”

That my friend is by and large what walking by the Spirit looks like. But it is also more than just that. 

Walking by the Spirit is characterized by…

I. A Fruitful Life  
Note what Paul said in verses 22-23 
Galatians 5:22-23 “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law.”
Paul categorizes for us the fruit of the Spirit stands in distinction to the deeds of the flesh, that Pastor Rob referred to last week.  
This is Paul’s main emphasis here, so much of our time will be spent here. Although my intent is not to neglect the following verses, not every verse is created with equal standing. 
Nevertheless, the fruit of the Spirit-filled life looks like in a believers life
· Verse 22a – Love. Refers to self-giving service. Love come from the Greek word agape. 
This is mentioned first and foremost among the fruit of the Spirit. In fact – love, joy and peace seem to be foundational for the rest of the fruit of the Spirit. 
It is a kind of supernatural love that is not based on an emotion (eros) nor a friendly affection (philia).
This kind of love is action oriented. It is a supernatural giving of yourself for the cause of Christ. 
It is a supernatural love because it serves even if the person you are serving does not deserve it. 
This is not to be confused with a civic or civil righteousness. This can be practiced by anyone, regardless of their faith. The unconverted displays this kind of virtue on a number of levels for the benefit of their neighbor or country. 
But that is not agape love.  Agape is seen primarily in a love and loyalty to God’s people that we call in theological circles as the communion of the saints. 
When you became a born again believer in Christ, you began to experience this very thing.
When God saved you, he began to draw you to other believers who shared an affinity toward things divine that the outside world does not share.  
Whatever circles you were involved with prior to you knowing Christ became of lesser value. 
When I was growing up, I was involved in a number of sports related activities; By and large, it was there where I found my worth and value. 
A year before my graduation, I jumped into martial arts because I knew that my sports days were coming to an end, and I needed to hang my hat on something else to find my worth and value in this life. 
I was also trying to find my value and worth in acting and modeling around this time as well. I was not yet a believer in Christ.  
But when Christ found me and saved me – the Lord did a supernatural work in my life. 
I remember a time when many of my close friends in the Tae Kwon Do community no longer wished to associate with me any more because I continued to evangelize them.
I was no longer invited to hang out with me anymore. At the same time, I found myself drawn other believers because I shared with them an affinity with them that my unbelieving friends could not relate to. 
I could no longer relate to them and they could no longer relate to me. I wanted to be around the community of the redeemed. 
I even stopped acting and modeling and martial arts because I simply had no more desire to chase after those things because those things were of no value to me anymore. 
Now, recently, my family and I joined the Forge, a martial arts studio not too far from here. We are currently training in Judo together. 
But I can tell you personally that my heart motivations are far different from what they once were over 20 years ago. 
The love that God has given to me resides not in these activities, but In Christ in whom you and I find our value. 
It is as one hymn writer put it – 
“My worth is not in skill or name
In win or lose, in pride or shame
But in the blood of Christ that flowed
At the cross
I rejoice in my Redeemer
Greatest treasure, wellspring of my soul
I will trust in Him, no other
My soul is satisfied in Him alone” 
Walking by the Spirit is seen in the life of a believer in Christ who loves the things of God and has an affinity toward the things of God. It is an action, not a noun. 
The believer wants to be around the community of the redeemed, not outside of things divine. 
Next, Paul talks about…
· Verse 22b – Joy. Refers to a supernatural, deep-seated gladness and calm. 
This comes from the Greek word Charis. Like love, this fruit of the Spirit transcends even the greatest of difficulties that this world throws at her. 

It is a joy that says “though he slay me, I will hope in him.” It is a kind of supernatural love displayed by our Lord who “for the joy set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame.” (Hebrews 12:2) 
That is the fruit we can bear, walking by the Spirit. 
Third, Paul says that the fruit of the Spirit is…
· Verse 22c – Peace. Refers to something that is beyond human comprehension.  The word comes from the Greek word Eirene. It means “to have it all together.”
Deep down, we know that despite our circumstances, the Lord has our life in his hands. He has it all together, you see. 
In John 14:1 Jesus said to his disciples “Do not let your heart be troubled; believe in God, believe also in Me.” 
Then in verse 27 he said, “Peace I leave with you; My peace I give to you; not as the world gives do I give to you. Do not let your heart be troubled, nor let it be fearful.” 
When this fruit of the Spirit is displayed in our lives, it communicates the depths and riches of the peace of God that Jesus gave to us upon salvation.
· When God made peace with you, he lowers his sword of wrath against you because the enmity between you and him is gone forever because of Cross. 

· God will never again take up the sword of wrath against you. 
“My sin, oh, the bliss of this glorious thought!
My sin, not in part but the whole
Is nailed to the cross, and I bear it no more
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, o my soul!”
Fourth, Paul says the fruit of the Spirit is…
· Verse 22d – Patience. (Grk. “Makromuthia”) It literally means “long-suffering.” 
It refers to a person who is under attack. However the attack may come, the Spirit is supernaturally makes it possible for us to be patient in ways that the flesh is not. 
Perhaps the reason why God is allowing you to go through certain trials is to show you what it is like to be patient like he is long suffering with you. 
Have you considered that being like Christ means that he is…long suffering with…sinners?  Think about your family dynamic. 
The Lord has given to you a family with children. And that son or daughter of yours either does something absolutely stupid or even better, knows precisely how to push your buttons? 
How many times have you sinned against Christ: Either you did something absolutely stupid or you sinned willfully – and he is still patient with you…?
Could it be that the Lord wants you to be like him, that being patient with difficult people is one of the ways he trains you to be patient like him. 
So the next time you blow your top at that telemarketer over the phone, ask yourself what am I displaying? 
Fifth, is
· Verse 22e – Kindness. Refers to an active pursuit of a person’s well-being. In other words, you want the best for that person, not the worst. 
Sixth,
· Verse 22f – Goodness.Grk. Agathos. Refers to moral and spiritual excellence. 
It refers to a believer who just wants to keep excelling still more in the faith that was given to Him by Christ. It is a life characterized, not by perfection, but a growing spiritual excellence. 
If memory serves me correctly, I remember Steve Viars referred to a person who went through the church discipline process and the Lord used that in this person’s life to strip away some sucker branches. 
And later down the road, the person became a missionary! Never count a believer in Christ down for the count. 
Sometimes the Lord will use pain in a person’s life to bring about moral and spiritual excellence. 
Think, Peter the Apostle…
Seven…
· Verse 22g – Faithfulness. Grk. Pistis. Refers to loyalty and trustworthiness 
The OT word for this is hesed. Like Jesus who was found faithful/trustworthy, walking by the Spirit entails an unwavering faithfulness to our Lord. 


Eight…
· Verse 23a – Gentleness. Grk Prautes. Refers to meekness or strength under control. 
This refers to a believer in Christ who is free from any desire to seek his own revenge. This person knows that he could cause much harm, but doesn’t do it. 
Ninth,
· Verse 23b – Self-control Grk. Enkrateia.  Refers to a person who is able through the Spirit to restrain his passions. 
We are to exercise self-control in “all things” (1 Cor. 9:25) 
II. A Crucified Flesh 
Galatians 5:24 “24 Now those who [a]belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires.”
III. An Active Walk 
Galatians 5:25 “25 If we live by the Spirit, let us also walk by the Spirit.”
IV. An Absence of Competition 
Galatians 5:26 “26 Let us not become boastful, challenging one another, envying one another.”
(Explain the rest of the above verses then close in Prayer…)
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