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Bless Your Church & Your Community
Galatians 6:6-10; June 7, 2026

Our annual theme is Prioritizing the Gospel. I am so encouraged that you care about and witness to your friends. 
· At CFN tonight we have a powerful testimony of how the Lord used different people, all caring about the same thing, to bring salvation to one man.
· I hope you will be here to rejoice together.

Please turn in your Bibles to Galatians 6. From the first message in Galatians, I suggested that the Lord wanted us to have this letter because it is a defense of the genuine gospel. [First week ppt slide] 
· I stated that this defense is expressed in three ways: justification by faith, freedom in Jesus, and character consistent with the genuine gospel.
· Last week and this week, we see the Lord emphasize Character Consistent with the Gospel which is the 3d expression of the gospel.
· When the genuine gospel has changed me, I want to restore brothers and sisters whose loads have become too heavy for them to carry. I help them carry that load in a spirit of gentleness ensuring that I evaluate my own heart. The 3 exhortations were Restore, Bear, and Test.
· Wasn’t there so much in that message last week? Wow. That was a week’s worth of truth to think about.

The Lord continues the theme of character consistent with the genuine gospel with three more exhortations: Share, do not be deceived, and do not grow weary. Lord willing, I am going to explain how those three exhortations teach one big idea: Bless Your Church & Your Community. 

Please follow along as I read Galatians 6:6-10. This is the Word of the Lord (briefly pray). I want us to consider 3 ways that you can Bless Your Church & Your Community.

I. Support the Ministry (v. 6)

Galatians 6:6 The one who is taught the word is to share all good things with the one who teaches him. 
 
At first this seems to come out of nowhere. We were talking about restoring sinning brothers and sisters in a spirit of gentleness, helping others bear loads too heavy for one to carry, and looking carefully at our own life lest we get proud. 
· Then, bam! The Lord tells us about sharing all good things with those who taught the Word.

But when you ponder it for a while, I think it starts to make perfect sense. Let’s consider the…

A. Ministry Context: Division, Strife, and the danger of abandoning the faith

Paul began the letter with no prayer and no thanksgiving. He wrote out of concern. Some false teachers had infiltrated the church and taught that they had to keep the Mosaic law or the people could not be genuine followers of Jesus.
Apparently, the false teachers had some success. 
· Paul wrote with urgency to defend the genuine gospel. Galatians was written about 15 years about the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus. 
· The church was expanding, but in global terms was still relatively small and undeveloped. To get somewhere, people needed to invest.

In addition to ministry context we have …

B. Concern: the ministry of the Word takes time

The focus was on teaching the word. I do not believe that the ministry of the Word is only done in the pulpit. This is one avenue and the one that affects the most people at a single time. 
· However, ministry of the Word occurs in small groups too. We have point man groups, ladies Bible studies, Faith groups, and Adult Bible Fellowships.
· For most of my ministry at Faith I taught 2 ABFs. I loved doing that. 
· Since having new responsibilities, I have missed that ministry. Preparing weekly teaching from Scripture in that setting was part of the ministry of the Word.

We also have the ministry of the word individually. These happen in informal meetings at a coffee shop, a living room, or one of our offices and more formal situations where we all dedicate more time and energy to address a matter of concern. 

All of them take time, effort, preparation, and wisdom. Paul has good reason for encouraging the church to share and support the ministry.

C. Reason: the ministry of the Word protects you

When I was a younger man I used to think I was pretty good at spotting deception. I caught a few individuals in the past and thought my bologna detector was sensitive. 
· The Lord, in his grace, gave me a counselee who was far more skilled at lying, than I was at detecting lies. This counselee looked me in the eyes and lied to me 8 straight times. 

One lesson for me was that I had to admit I was easy to deceive. 
· If that could happen in counseling, how else could it happen?
· The ongoing study, teaching, and applying the Word protects us from the various deceptions.

Rather than think about Galatians 6:6 as a statement that comes out of nowhere, I believe it is part of the Lord’s concern for his church and for the people who need faithful teachers of the Word to keep them from being easily deceived.

Ephesians 4:11-14 And He gave some as apostles, and some as prophets, and some as evangelists, and some as pastors and teachers, 12 for the equipping of the saints for the work of service, to the building up of the body of Christ; … 14 As a result, we are no longer to be children, tossed here and there by waves and carried about by every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, by craftiness in deceitful scheming

The schemers and deceivers are not going away. You Bless your church by supporting it. I would like to state 4 applications.

1. Financially

I think v. 6 has the financial component at the front since chapter 6 already spoke about helping each other carry loads. 
· The Lord has in mind that the faithful ministry of the Word which results in protection against all sort of false teaching and deceitful scheming should result in the person teaching being able to invest the time and energy in that endeavor.
· As the teacher of the Word helps with the burden of struggle, the one taught helps the teacher with the financial burden that study requires.

This is a good time to thank you for your faithful generosity. I speak for myself and all those who earn a living through the ministry that we count it a privilege. We are incredibly blessed to have the privilege of serving here. 
· We know that you are faithfully sacrificing to make that a reality. Thank you.

2. Faithful involvement in the ministry

I mentioned recently that 100% of the work is done by 100% of the people. When I spoke to my ABFs I would occasionally say that everyone can give 4 hours a week to the ministry. When everyone does that all our service opportunities are full. 
· Next week is VBS. It would help us if you signed up for the last remaining spots so you can attend the training on Wednesday in preparation for the 15th.

3. Living for Christ

A third way your bless your church is to live for Jesus personally. If you do, then you create a positive environment. 
· When your marriage is good and when you do not have hidden sin then it is easy to be joyful and encouraging. 
· Many of us would say what John says, “I have no greater joy then to see my children walking in the truth.”

4. Encouraging others to join you

Blessing your church involves encouraging others to join you. Churches grow for several reasons, the most important is personal invitations. 
· We will get a few children to VBS because of all the signs. We hope that provides exposure to our ministry. 
· But most people come through the doors because they were invited.

You bless your church and your community when you faithfully support it. Our command in v. 6 was to share. We also see … 

II. Trust the Principle of Sowing and Reaping
Galatians 6:7-8 Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for whatever a man sows, this he will also reap. 8 For the one who sows to his own flesh will from the flesh reap corruption, but the one who sows to the Spirit will from the Spirit reap eternal life.

Our second command in the text is do not be deceived. I was reflecting this week on the source of our deception. The principle of sowing and reaping makes a lot of sense. Why wouldn’t we trust it? After all, farmers plant corn and corn grows. They plant beans and beans grow. You put tomato plants in your garden and you get tomatoes. This is not complicated.

We also experience other aspects of sowing and reaping in immediate ways. I know that my weight and fitness is a function of two actions – how much I eat and how much I exercise. My pants give me immediate feedback.
· One Sunday morning I pulled a pair of pants from the closet that I don’t normally wear. As I was trying to button them, Stephanie sees my struggle and we both start laughing. 
· There was no way I could wear those pants. The real danger was actually buttoning them, but I think she would have had to cut them off me.

Doing something physical is also immediate feedback. One of my sons recently said that he thought I could run a half marathon right now. I think he overestimated his father’s fitness. Maybe I could, but then I could not walk for a month. 
· I was like, Dude, if you took weight associated with my skeleton from my body, I would be 60% fat. I am a marshmallow.
· Lack of fitness and exercise has born its fruit. The reaping has been relatively immediate.

So why would we need this warning and what does that have to do with blessing the church and community? 

Well, while there might be some things that show the sowing and reaping principle right away, others are slower.

How long can I walk according to the desire of my flesh without getting caught? Please look at Galatians 5:19-21 again and let me highlight a couple of them. (Gal 6:7-8 is directing our attention to chapter 5)
· How long can I live in idolatry without experiencing the full weight of it? 
· It can be hard to see the idolatry in our life let alone the lives of others. What if you worship sports? How long can that idolatry exist before it creates problems?
· How long can you engage in private sexual immorality before the Lord chooses to expose you? 
· God chooses to expose some quickly, but others go years or even decades before it comes to light.
· How long can you envy? 
· Unless your envy comes out in specific actions or words, no one might know about it.
· How long can you live for yourself?
· Unless your pride and self-righteousness come out in intense ways, it is possible to live like this for a long time.

Let’s face it, it is easy to doubt the sow and reap principle because we have gotten away with all kind of bad things.

Let’s take a few good things.
· How long will you teach truth to your children before they accept the Scripture as true?
· Some parents see the sowing and reaping right away. 
· Their children trust Christ at an early age and faithfully walk with the Lord.
· We have parent dedications tonight during CFN. These parents are saying before God and their church family that they will invest in their children spiritually. What if one of these children chooses to rebel?
· How long must the parents patiently and lovingly teach before results come?
· How long will you witness to a neighbor, family member or friend, before they trust Christ?
· It can be discouraging to talk, and talk, and talk without discernable fruit.
· It can be hard to pray when you have prayed so many times.
· How long will you preach and teach before something happens?
· There are pastor and missionary stories that illustrate how long some people serve before God does significant things.
· There are Children’s ministry teachers who work decades watching young people with so much promise grow up and reject all that they were taught.

So here is my point… since the principle of sowing and reaping is not always immediate, we can deceive ourselves. We are the source of our own deception.

We got away with walking according to the flesh … what is one more time?
· That is why people continue in their sin. They keep pursuing immorality, envy, sinfully angry outbursts, selfish goals, and they create divisions. 
· For a while, sometimes a long while, the Lord allows them to do it. 
· Instead of God’s patience and goodness leading them to repentance, it leads them to deceiving themselves that the path they are on is the right one.

On other hand, we faithfully walked by the Spirit … and nothing happened.

I don’t know the origin of this, but I heard Steve say it many times. 
· Pastors are most discouraged and likely to resign on a Monday because another Sunday came and went without the God doing amazing things. 
· It is so easy to think you did your best and see nothing came out of it. Then you doubt the principle.

I think most, if not all, of you should agree with me that we have been guilty of both deceptions in our life. I have been on both sides many times.
· The deception that God does not care that much and our sin is not a big deal. It is easy to believe that sometimes. 
· And the deception that no good deed goes unpunished. Sometimes that is being the whiny self-pity Eeyore version of Christianity. Other times, it sounds like that is how life and ministry work.

Friends, how do you bless your church and community? You trust the principle of sowing and reaping. The Lord gave us a really good reason.

A. God is not deceived

I know that I can be deceived. I know I have been. I suspect that I have been deceived in ways I did not know. 
· I also know that I am capable of deceiving myself. 
· The more I think about it, I am a hot mess.

But because the Lord knows it all, he is not deceived. When we shrink our life down to the size of all that we see, it is like we mock God. 
· We pretend that he is like us.

Peek-a-boo is a great game to play with a 6 month old. It is a so fun to watch their reaction when merely covering or uncovering your eyes makes it seem like you disappear and reappear. 
· But we don’t play that game with a 4 year old because they are beyond it. Yet, somehow, we seem to think the game works with God.

The Lord is not tricked by our internal arguments. He is not confused like we are. The Lord knows it all and he applies the principle of sowing and reaping at the time he desires.

B. The most important results are eternal

Sowing to the flesh is the same thing as carrying out the deeds of the flesh. Galatians 6:8 links to 5:19-21. 
· We see the word “corruption.” 
· At first glance, it would seem that corruption could imply the natural consequences associated with carrying out the deeds of the flesh. 
· If we live immorally, or in idolatry, or with angry outbursts, or in creating division, then Galatians 5:13 already told us it results in biting and devouring one another. 
· Play stupid games and win stupid prizes. 
· But I already said that sometimes that does not happen immediately.

Thus, the Lord reminds us that while he might not bring judgment right here right now, he is still keeping score. 

Verse 8 provides a more important contrast. What happens at the end of life?

He contrasts corruption with eternal life. This fits very well with the argument of the whole book.
· 5:21 said “these will not inherit the kingdom of God”
· 5:4 you have fallen from grace
· 4:10 I am fearful for you, that perhaps my labor for you has been wasted.
· 1:8 even if an angel from heaven should preach to you a gospel contrary to what you received, let him be accursed.

The stakes have been so high because when the Lord brings about final judgment, there is no turning back or chance for recovery on that day.

There are many things that we must wait for the Lord to make right. So how does this help you bless your church and community.

1. Churches and communities are blessed when people allow these principles to determine their behavior

The ministry of Faith is impacted by each person’s ability to live faithfully for Jesus and serve others. How can you serve others when your own life is a mess? 
· When we take one step toward carrying out the desires of the flesh and then remember the principle of sowing and reaping, we stop, turn around, and pursue the Lord instead. 
· When we take several steps and then remember last week’s message and request help while the problems are small and manageable, then we bless our church.
· A few months ago I stated that either your marriage is an illustration of Christ’s love for the church or you should get help. Like right now.

Communities are made up of individuals and families. When those individuals and families are faithfully walking by the Spirit, everyone is blessed by that. Our community is an enjoyable place to live when everyone contributes positively.

2. Church and community are blessed when we remember the eternal stakes

People need the Lord. While there are many in our town who know Christ and live faithfully, there are many who do not. 
· When this heart for one’s eternal state comes out, then the church and community are blessed. We are helping people understand their need before it is too late.

We have seen that we bless our church and community by supporting the ministry and by trusting the principle of sowing and reaping (the commands were share and do not be deceived, God’s principle of reaping what you sow stands even when it seems delayed). My third point is…

III. Do Good without losing heart – especially to other believers

Galatians 6:9-10 Let us not lose heart in doing good, for in due time we will reap if we do not grow weary. 10 So then, while we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, and especially to those who are of the household of the faith.

Verse 6 included the command to share. Verse 7 told us not to be deceived. Now v. 9 commands us to not lose heart. 
· It is easy to lose heart especially when you look across your life and see a lot of hardship and destruction.

It is difficult to focus on doing good to others when you are battling cancer, a career change, or family chaos. There is only so much of you to go around and big problems in your life leave little for others.

The Lord tells us not to lose heart. 
· This same concept occurs in 2 Corinthians. Paul confesses his hard life. 
· 2 Corinthians is a test case on how to respond when everything goes wrong. 
· He experiences persecution, he had a thorn in the flesh to humble him, his life was so hard, he despised it, and the church he started and invested him made numerous accusations against him. Yet, he says …

2 Corinthians 4:1, 16-18 Therefore, since we have this ministry, as we received mercy, we do not lose heart … 16 Therefore we do not lose heart, but though our outer man is decaying, yet our inner man is being renewed day by day. 17 For momentary, light affliction is producing for us an eternal weight of glory far beyond all comparison, 18 while we look not at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen; for the things which are seen are temporal, but the things which are not seen are eternal.

Serving Christ, doing exactly what Jesus wanted him to do, was satisfying. He could look beyond his circumstances to the eternal value of honoring the Lord. 
· That is true for us too. 

What I said about deception in our earlier point applies here. 
· Sometimes the Lord is patient with us and we deceive ourselves into thinking God does not care about sin or suffering. 
· Sometimes the Lord does not grant immediate results. We deceive ourselves into thinking that it does not matter. 
· Friends, the challenge today is to not lose heart in doing good. 

He wants us to do good … 

A. While we have opportunity

If we are not careful, we might come to the conclusion that opportunity implies the leftovers. Once I do all the things that I already want to do, then I can think about whether any other time should be dedicated to doing good for others.
· How often do we accomplish in a week all that we wanted to complete? 
· There is always a carryover list or series of items we decide are not worthy of the carryover.
· Doing good for others will be an easy one to drop.

That friends, is a trap. There is rarely, if ever, opportunity. 
· We can save money for later, we can save food for later, we can keep a tool we might need later, we can never bank time. 
· We use 168 hours every week regardless of where we live, what we do, or how godly we spend our time. 

This verse reminds us of the reality that there comes a time when the opportunity is over. 
· It occurs either when the Lord takes us home or he allows such physical difficulties that we are no longer capable.

I am old enough that I go for a couple of procedures that require sedation. While my fears might someday change, my greatest fear right now surround what I might say when I am out or starting to regain awareness.
· More than the prep required, or the recovery… I fear what I might say because I have already developed a reputation of being happy, too happy in fact, when I am out of my mind.

Seriously, it also causes me to reflect on those who have lost their ability to be aware of all they say or do. They live in a fog until the Lord takes them home. I know that could be true of me someday.

That is why this verse matters now. The Lord tells us that we must do good without losing heart. That will mean you make it part of your prayers and your schedule.

B. The priority is believers 

We keep membership lists for many reasons. Setting priority is one such reason. We have limited resources. When we hit those limits and we have needs inside our church family and in our community, our priority resides with our people.

C. We also seek the welfare of our community

When the Lord sent ancient Isreal into exile. Here were his instructions:

Jeremiah 29:4-11 “Thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel, to all the exiles whom I have sent into exile from Jerusalem to Babylon, 5 ‘Build houses and live in them; and plant gardens and eat their produce. 6 ‘Take wives and become the fathers of sons and daughters, and take wives for your sons and give your daughters to husbands, that they may bear sons and daughters; and multiply there and do not decrease. 7 ‘Seek the welfare of the city where I have sent you into exile, and pray to the LORD on its behalf; for in its welfare you will have welfare.’ 8 “For thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel, ‘Do not let your prophets who are in your midst and your diviners deceive you, and do not listen to the dreams which they dream. 9 ‘For they prophesy falsely to you in My name; I have not sent them,’ declares the LORD. 10 “For thus says the LORD, ‘When seventy years have been completed for Babylon, I will visit you and fulfill My good word to you, to bring you back to this place. 11 ‘For I know the plans that I have for you,’ declares the LORD, ‘plans for welfare and not for calamity to give you a future and a hope.

I imagine these were hard words for all who originally received them. If I heard, for example, that the Lord was sending me to exile in another country and his plan included a 70 year stay … I would probably cry because I know I would die there. 

My children might return at the end of their life, but odds are that they would die in exile too. After I dry my tears, I would have a job to do.
· Build a house, plant a garden, eat whatever grows there.
· Encourage my children to have children.
· Start a business or join one and seek to make a positive contribution.
· Don’t be deceived by false news that I am going home. No, I am home and it is time to make the best of it.

This is not a crazy analogy for our modern day situation. We are exiles awaiting deliverance to our heavenly home. In the meantime, we do our best to make Lafayette and West Lafayette a great place to live.
· While we have opportunity we seek to benefit our community.

What might it look like to do good?
1. Financial Help

Our deacons provide special financial gifts before school starts and before Christmas to certain members of our congregation that we know have special needs at that time. 
· We also use deacon’s fund to occasionally help those outside our fellowship.

We have care team funds that go toward benevolence in our community. 
· Our care team is normally looking for additional members. If you want to take the opportunity to invest some of your time in that endeavor, then we want to hear from you.
· Car Works serves a similar need.

2. Counseling Help

We do not want any member of our church waiting on counseling. We counsel our church family on days other than Monday. It is part of our priority. If you would like to talk once, 4 times, or you would benefit from ongoing care, then one of us will make time to provide spiritual care.

But we also provide care on Monday evening for those in our community because we want to be a good community partner. 
· When people are doing well, we are all blessed. If you want to be more involved in helping people through the Word, please let me know.

3. Community Fun

We cancelled the current version of the community picnic. That is primarily because our church was not as involved as we desired. Some are travelling that holiday weekend. Some are on vacation. The other campuses could not really join us. So we have decided to do something different. 
· We are asking the Lord to make it amazing. An event that our church uses to bless our community called the End of Summer Bash. 
· Our soccer and basketball leagues and our play space all fit in this category of community fun.

4. Being their friends

I think many are lonely. They have few friends and meaningful relationships. While we cannot be close to lots of people, there are opportunities to be close to someone. 
I realize that I covered a lot of ground using a relatively short passage. In sum, it is about blessing your church and your community. 
· You bless it by the three primary commands: Share, do not be deceived, and do good without losing heart.

