· Our annual theme this year is Prioritizing the gospel
· Because we believe that to share the gospel is the greatest good and the most loving choice we can make for ourselves, in our families, with our neighbors and across the community.
· This year – We have challenged each of us to set a goal of sharing the gospel, through one-on-one discussions with two people this year.
· Well, we are half way through the year and I want to ask…
· How are you doing on your goal?  
· I set simple sheets on the chairs today, so that you could anonymously let me know…how are you doing on your goal?
· What I would love even more, is if you would be willing to stop and tell me about who you shared the gospel with so that I can be praying for them…
·  To prioritize the gospel, we have been studying through the Letter to the Galatians.
· Paul focused this letter on the gospel throughout, not just to show us the way to salvation, but in defending the gospel, Paul has also shown us the way to live in God’s kingdom, not be relying on the obedience to the law as the false teachers were implying, but by calling us all to live out the implications of the gospel.
· Now to live out the implications, Paul wanted to ensure that the gospel remained pure, by grace alone, through faith alone, in Christ alone.
· [First Week ppt slide]
· Thus Paul expressed this defense in three ways
· Justification by Faith, Freedom in Jesus and character consistent with the genuine gospel.
· As we close Galatians, Paul gives us three final exhortations that show us how to bless the church and the community: share, don’t be deceived, and don’t grow weary.
Bless your Church and your Community
· Open with me to the Letter to the Galatians, for those joining here at the end of the letter, you will find Galatians right after the 2nd letter to the Corinthian church and before Ephesians…it is on page ___ in the bibles that are at your chairs…
· [READ GAL 6:6-10]
· [Pray]
· As we consider this portion of the letter, I would like us to consider 3 ways that you can bless your church and your community

· The first blessing is what comes directly from our text today
I. Support the Ministry
Galatians 6:6 The one who is taught the word is to share all good things with the one who teaches him.
· At first this seems to come out of nowhere.
· We had just been talking about restoring  a sinning brother with a spirit of gentleness, helping others bear loads that are too heavy for one to carry and looking carefully at owns own life to avoid boasting
· Then…Whammo – the Lord says to share all good things with those who taught the Word.
· Seems like something the pastor just threw in because he wanted to talk about filling the offering plate…
· But if we consider it more closely, I think it begins to become clearer.
· So that we might consider it…
· Think about…
A. Ministry Context: Division, Strife, and the danger of abandoning the faith
· If you look back to the start of the letter
· Paul did not start this letter like his others
· There was no prayer, no thanksgiving
· He is writing out of concern
· False teachers had infiltrated the church teaching that the people had to keep the mosaic law, to include the gentiles, or they could not be genuine followers of Jesus
· The false teachers must have had some success in making people believe them…
· Because Paul wrote with an urgency to defend the genuine gospel.
· This letter came about 15 years after the D/B/R of Jesus.
· The church was growing, but really, it was just small isolated pockets of Cxhrsitianity around the individual church plants.
· The Church was small and at the beginnings of it’s development
· To grow, the people needed to invest in the church and those who would teach the genuine gospel.
· So asking the people to share good things was a means to support the faithful teachers in a way that would keep out the false teaching that was trying to creep in… 
· Paul was not just asking based on the context…
· He also had
B. Concern: the ministry of the Word takes time
· Concern that without the faithful, consistent teaching of the genuine gospel that false gospels would begin to influence 
· The Ministry of the Word takes time and repetition.
· I can’t tell you exactly how many times I heard a clear gospel before I responded…but I can tell you with assurance it was more than 1.
· There is no absolute statistical number to this answer, but studies range from 7 times to upwards of 40 for a person resistant to religion.
· What I know to be true is that Jesus taught the principle of sowing and reaping.  And what we know is that when seeds are sown, it takes time and care and patience before we ever see a harvest.
· And this is true when sowing the gospel as well.
· But it is also not just about the number of times…Otherwise, your pastors would choose to preach every day of the week, twice on Sunday.
· It takes the love, care and time to provide many different means to share the gospel…
· It is not just from the pulpit…
· This is why David and I choose to lead Small groups and to invest in other leaders to host small groups, plus we encourage you to be a part of Wednesday night classes, point men groups, men of Faith, Women’s bible studies.
· But we should also be looking at the individual opportunities, sitting at the Café over a Diet Coke or coffee, maybe an informal conversation in the office
· Or the more formal one-on-one ministry of the Word through Biblical Counseling.
· What is common to all of these
· Is that they take time, effort, preparation and wisdom
· But again, 
· It is not just about context or logistics and time…
· Paul has good reason for encouraging the church to share and support the ministry of the Word…
C. Reason: the ministry of the Word protects you.
· When I was in the Navy, I used to think I was pretty good at spotting the Sailor who was just trying to get away with something…
· I caught a few Sailors in lies and thought I could see through the bologna.
· But I will be honest with you
· In the counseling room, I can find myself one day suspecting I see the lies clearly and then the next day, they have shared some things and my heart has taken a 180.
· But that is not just a counseling thing
· I can remember in my reading in Seminary…
· I would be reading on a topic, by an author that believed one position and thinking to myself, this is really compelling – 	
· I think that is where I may land
· Then the next reading was on the same topic, but a different position, different argument, just as compelling – 
· maybe this is where I will land…
· The only way for me to know
· Go back to the Word itself, not the impassioned argument of a human author, but the teaching of a faithful servant who would allow the truth of the word to speak for itself, and not the ideas of man.
· So the ongoing faithful study, teaching and application of the Word protects us from the deception of false teachers.
· Rather than consider verse 6 to be a statement out of the blue, I believe it comes from the Lord’s concern for His church and the people who need faithful teachers of the Word to help them identify deceit
· Thus by God’s plan…
Ephesians 4:11-14 And He gave some as apostles, and some as prophets, and some as evangelists, and some as pastors and teachers, 12 for the equipping of the saints for the work of service, to the building up of the body of Christ; … 14 As a result, we are no longer to be children, tossed here and there by waves and carried about by every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, by craftiness in deceitful scheming
· The false teachers are not going away
· It may not be about circumcision, but false gospels are still being taught
· Therefore…the call to support genuine gospel ministry…
· 
· Let me suggest 4 applications
1. Financially
· V6 includes a financial component first because the issue of helping each other carry our loads was recently stated…
· I believe that the Lord’s meaning here is to support faithful teaching in order to protect from false teaching and deceitful scheming and to accomplish that the person teaching needs to be able to invest time and energy to the ministry.
· As the teacher of the Word helps with the burdens and struggles of the individual, the one taught might then help with the financial burden that the study requires
· This is a good time for me to say thank you.  
· Thank you for your faithful generosity.  
· I am confident that all of our pastors would say that we consider it a privilege and we are blessed to be able to be a part of the ministry you are supporting.
· We know that you are faithfully sacrificing to make that a reality…
· Thank You
· Then I also would say thank you for 
2. Faithful involvement in the ministry
· VBS was an amazing example of the faithful servants in our church working to share the gospel.
· There are many places to invest your time in ministry…I am confident that if we all invested 2-4 hours per week, the gospel ministry at faith would grow exponentially.
· A third application…
3. Living for Christ
· You are a blessing to your church when you live for Christ personally.  When you do, you have a contagious impact on the environment we all are in together
· When you marriage is based on Christ and there is no hidden sin, then it is easy to be joyful and lift others up
· When we are parenting our children in the Lord – It becomes easy to say as John did that I have no greater joy than to see my children walking in the truth
· And a fourth application…support the ministry by 
4. Encouraging others to join you
· Churches grow for a number of reasons, but the most important one is personal invitations that invite others to come to my church…
· Yes – some will come because of a google search or seeing the banner along the road, but the best invitation is the personal invitation from someone choosing to live for Christ.
· You are all a blessing to our church to include when you faithfully support the ministry of the Word.

· If sharing supports gospel ministry, the next command protects gospel living.

II. Trust the Principle of Sowing and Reaping
Galatians 6:7-8 Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for whatever a man sows, this he will also reap. 8 For the one who sows to his own flesh will from the flesh reap corruption, but the one who sows to the Spirit will from the Spirit reap eternal life.  
· Our second command was to not be deceived, because within v7 there is both a warning and a promise…
· I have never been a farmer, but it was our family business for my grandfather in ND…
· There are a lot of uncertainties to farming, but there is one absolute principle.
· If you plant corn, what should you expect to grow? Corn, not wheat or tomatoes.
· It really is not that complicated
· So why do we have this warning and what does it have to do with blessing the church and our community?
· You might say, I know that I am sowing seeds of the flesh, but it is not really hurting anyone…but will that always be true? 
· Some seeds sown bring instant results, others take much longer, like watching the grass grow…
· How long can I walk according to my flesh without getting caught?
· Looking back at the list in Chapter 5
· How long can I live in idolatry without experiencing the full weight of it?
· Idolatry can be hard to see in another person, let alone your own life…
· What if you worship the success of your kids in sports?
· How long can that idolatry exist before it creates problems?
· How long can you choose a secret life of sexual sin before the Lord chooses to bring it into the Light?
· Some are caught immediately, while others may go years of even decades causing even deeper damage.
· Let’s be honest – sometimes the delay in the reaping means we convince ourselves it is not really a problem.
· As such we deceive ourselves.
· But those are the negative examples
· Sowing and reaping applies to the good things as well
· How long will you sow the truth with your kids before they accept scripture as true
· Some trust Christ at an early age…
· Some take more time…
· But the promises of God apply the same to both.
· How long will you witness to your neighbor or co-worker before they trust Christ?
· It can be discouraging to share and see no response for months or years.
· But we can know that God will never fail…and sometimes, he takes months or years…
· Here’s my point – since the principle of sowing and reaping is not always immediate, we can deceive ourselves.
· In our own sin, we may get away with walking according to the flesh…what is one more time? We are deceived that God does not see my sin as a big deal or He would have done something about it…
· Or we choose to walk by the Spirit, and nothing changes…why continue? Or maybe life get’s harder…no good deed goes unpunished…Still deceived.
· Could we all consider that we have likely all been on both sides of this problem?
· So how do you bless your church and community?
· Trust the principle of Sowing and reaping
· Why? Paul explains…
A. God is not deceived
· I can be…I have been…
· Can any of you honestly say you have never been deceived?
· The uglier truth is to consider the times I have been deceived that I never knew?  To include the times I was the one deceiving myself.
· But the Lord…
· God is not deceived
· When we think we can hide something from God…remember
· God is not mocked
· Yet we pretend like He doesn’t know
· The Lord is not tricked by our slick logic
· He is not confused by the complexity of our lives
· The Lord knows it all and He applies the principle of sowing and reaping at just the time that He chooses.
· Another reason to trust the principle
B. The most important results are eternal
· Sowing to the flesh is the same things as carrying out the deeds of the flesh in chapter 5. So verse 8 is pointing back to verses 19-21
· We see the word corruption
· We might think of that as only the natural consequences
· If we live immorally, or in idolatry, or with angry outbursts, or in creating division, then Galatians 5:13 already told us it results in biting and devouring one another. 
· But what about when that doesn’t seem to happen immediately, or seemingly at all?
· V8 provides the contrast to fully understand the corruption as it is being contrasted to eternal life
· This fits with the message of the whole letter
· 5:21 said “these will not inherit the kingdom of God”
· 5:4 you have fallen from grace
· 4:10 I am fearful for you, that perhaps my labor for you has been wasted.
· 1:8 even if an angel from heaven should preach to you a gospel contrary to what you received, let him be accursed.
· The stakes have been so high because when the Lord brings about final judgment, there is no turning back or chance for recovery on that day.
· There are many things that we must wait for the Lord to make right. 
· So how does this help you bless your church and community.
1. Churches and communities are blessed when you allow this principle to influence your behavior
· Our ministry is impacted by every person’s ability to live faithfully for Jesus and serve others
· How can we serve others when we are a mess?
· When we see that to sow a seed of carrying out the desires of the flesh, that is in direct opposition to walking in the Spirit and thus hunder the growth of the fruits of the spirit.
· And we are not just talking a slow down, it is a destruction of the crop
· So what should we do regarding that sowing	
· Repent, turn away from the flesh and pursue the Lord instead
· By renewing our thinking in the Lord, we can restock the barn with good seed.
· But we may not have gotten it all.
· Part of sowing good seed is the humble response of asking for help in dealing with the bad seed that remains…
· When we seek to address the problems before they are full grown, we are a blessing to our church
· And Communities are made up of individuals and families. 
· When those individuals and families are faithfully walking by the Spirit, everyone is blessed by that. 
· Our community is an enjoyable place to live when everyone contributes positively.
· Another application of trusting the principle is that
2. the Church and Community are blessed when we remember the eternal stakes
· People need the Lord
· While there are many in Lafayette who know the Lord and live faithfully
· There are far more who do not
· When your heart is focused on the eternal…
· Your heart will also have a greater desire to be a blessing to the community, our hearts will be focused on others to share the gospel before it is too late.
· If sowing and reaping explains why our choices matter, the next command explains how to persevere in making the right ones.
III. Do Good without losing heart – especially to other believers
Galatians 6:9-10 Let us not lose heart in doing good, for in due time we will reap if we do not grow weary. 10 So then, while we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, and especially to those who are of the household of the faith.
· It is easy to look across our lives and lose heart when what we see is hardship and destruction, brokenness and sin
· It is difficult to focus on doing good for others
· When you are battling cancer
· When you are going through another job change
· Or when you heart is heavy because of the choices of your spouse or one of your children.
· There is only so much of me to go around
· And I have enough of my own problems, that there is little room left to bring in more…
· But the Lord says – DO not lose heart
· Paul wrote of this in 2 Corinthians where he confessed his own hard life.
· Paul explains that he was persecuted and had a thorn in the flesh to humble him. His life was so hard that he despaired, even to the point of desiring death…then on top of that, the church he planted was accusing him of numerous things…
· Yet he says…
2 Corinthians 4:1, 16-18 Therefore, since we have this ministry, as we received mercy, we do not lose heart … 16 Therefore we do not lose heart, but though our outer man is decaying, yet our inner man is being renewed day by day. 17 For momentary, light affliction is producing for us an eternal weight of glory far beyond all comparison, 18 while we look not at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen; for the things which are seen are temporal, but the things which are not seen are eternal.
· For Paul, serving Christ and the church, following Christ was satisfying.
· He was able to look beyond his circumstances and hardship to see the eternal value of honoring the Lord.
· It was not just a promise for the future, it was the motivation for making his choices today
· The same can be true for all of us.
· Let me bring back what I said about self-deception
· Sometimes the Lord is patient with us and we deceive ourselves into thinking God does not care about sin or suffering. 
· Sometimes the Lord does not grant immediate results. We deceive ourselves into thinking that it does not matter. 
· Friends, the challenge today is to not lose heart in doing good. 
· He wants us to do good
A. While we have the opportunity
· If we are not careful, 
· We might conclude that we will have plenty of time later
· Or that we might just choose to put things in our own order
· Once I do all the things that I already want to do, 
· then I can think about whether any other time should be dedicated to doing good for others.
· How often do we accomplish in a week all that we wanted to complete? 
· Sometimes we move things to next weeks to do list
· Other times we just delete what did not get done
· Doing good for others will be an easy one to drop.
· That is the trap that we often fail to see
· We might save money for later
· Keep the leftovers we really like
· Or even keep that one tool in the garage, just in case I might have the opportunity to use it again
· But time and opportunities are different – they cannot be banked, the time cannot be rolled over to the next week
· This verse reminds us that even more than the hours passing, that there will be a time when the opportunity is truly passed
· Either when the Lord allows age and health to result in things I am not able to do…
· Or the day that He takes us home
· This is why this verse matters…for one day the opportunity will pass by 
· For today, we are called to do good without losing heart
· That means making it a part of your prayers and your schedule
· And Paul also gives us a place to begin
B. The priority is believers 

· Serving here at the church and the community center, there are many challenges and trials that I see others walking through, and my heart is heavy to see the suffering others are in
· and I have limited resources…the church has limited resources.
· I would love if we  could meet every need for every person who walks in to meet with our Care Team…but we can’t
· Paul does call us to do good to all people, but knowing that we are limited, he also tells us where to start
· Especially to those who are a part of the household of faith.
· This is one of multiple reasons why Faith believes in the importance of membership
· SO that we start with those who are a part of the household of faith
· Not to the exclusion of the community, but to the priority of the church
· So them why do we also want to be a blessing to the community?
· Because this has always been God’s heart and his command to his people
· That…
C. We also seek the welfare of our community
· When the Lord sent ancient Isreal into exile. Here were his instructions:
Jeremiah 29:4-11 “Thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel, to all the exiles whom I have sent into exile from Jerusalem to Babylon, 5 ‘Build houses and live in them; and plant gardens and eat their produce. 6 ‘Take wives and become the fathers of sons and daughters, and take wives for your sons and give your daughters to husbands, that they may bear sons and daughters; and multiply there and do not decrease. 7 ‘Seek the welfare of the city where I have sent you into exile, and pray to the LORD on its behalf; for in its welfare you will have welfare.’ 8 “For thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel, ‘Do not let your prophets who are in your midst and your diviners deceive you, and do not listen to the dreams which they dream. 9 ‘For they prophesy falsely to you in My name; I have not sent them,’ declares the LORD. 10 “For thus says the LORD, ‘When seventy years have been completed for Babylon, I will visit you and fulfill My good word to you, to bring you back to this place. 11 ‘For I know the plans that I have for you,’ declares the LORD, ‘plans for welfare and not for calamity to give you a future and a hope.
· I imagine this was hard to hear from the prohet…
· You are sending me into exile…
· You are telling me that it will last 70 years
· Which means the majority of us will die in exile, myself, likely my children
· Yet after I dry my tears – I have a job to do
· Build a house, plant a garden, eat whatever grows there.
· Encourage my children to have children.
· Start a business or join one and seek to make a positive contribution.
· Don’t be deceived by false news that I am going home. No, I am home and it is time to make the best of it.
· God – You want me to be a blessing to my captors
· This is not so crazy a picture to bring forward to today…	
· While we are citizens of heaven, 
· the Lord has allowed that we still have time to live here, in this broken world
· So what are we to do here in Lafayette?
· Be a blessing to our community…
· Let me suggest a few possible applications of this command…
· What might it look like to do good to the house of believers and to the community
1. Financial Help
· At church family night, we take a deacons offering…
· What does it get used for?
· Caring for those in the household of faith…
· For example, the deacon’s fund provide gifts to members in need whether a specific need, or possibly a special gift before Christmas to meet a need that was not even expressed.
· Caring for the community: Support for the Care Team benevolence fund.  Though we cannot meet every need in the community, we do seek to meet the greatest needs, sometimes to help prevent a utility from being disconnected or filling a gap to prevent an eviction so that a single mom can get caught up on bills.  
· But more than just financial donations, there are other ways to help. Do you have skills in car repair…Car Works provides for help to the community through volunteers at the church   
2. Counseling Help
· Another is help through the Ministry of the Word – or counseling.
· Our church family is prioritized to include that our pastors counsel at times throughout the week, 
· But on Mondays, we have over 20 men and women providing the hope and help that is found only through God’s sufficient word.
· When people find the help for lives struggles, we are all blessed
· If this is something you would be interested in because you may need counseling, or if you want to learn to counsel, please talk to me…
· Some of what we do might be thought of as  fun too.
· Normally this time of year, we are ready for our Community Picnic…
· But because of the holiday weekend and people’s vactions, we decided to try something different to bless even more people and our picnic will an Eend of the Summer Bash.  And  to make it even more fun, we are adding fireworks this year…
· You could also look around to see the Play Space, the Gym we are sitting in, the Skatepark at FE…
· But you know, possibly the simplest way to bless our community may be simply
3. Being their friends
· I think there are a lot of lonely people in our community
· While we may not be able to be close to everyone, there are opportunities if we are wiling to take them.
You may not have expected all of that from this short passage, but I do ss the opportunity to be a blessing to the church and our community when we chose to live out the three primary commands of this passage: to Share, not be decived and do good without losing heart
PRAY
