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Intro
· When you think of God, what do you envision?
· What do you believe you’ll see when you finally see Him? (and everyone WILL see Him) 
· Unfortunately, our human minds are only capable of imagining that to which we’ve been previously exposed
· For instance, if you tried to imagine an alien species in your mind right now, you could only build a mental picture with material at your disposal (*colors, dimensions, sounds, textures, smells, etc.)
· We require context in order to form our imagination, so any attempt to think of what God is like will always fall short, because God is altogether unlike anything to which we’ve ever been exposed
· So to answer the question: “what do you envision God to be like,” most of you likely (rightly) went in your mind to the several places in Scripture when people actually saw Him, to one degree or another
· Moses asks to see God’s glory after the Exodus from Egypt, and YHWH’s response is:
· Exodus 33:20 – You cannot see My face, for no man can see Me and live!
· *causes a portion of His glory to pass by Moses while concealing him with His hand)
· For his part, the prophet Isaiah saw the Lord, seated on His throne (as recounted in Isaiah 6); and what was his reply?
· Isaiah 6:5 – Woe is me, for I am ruined!
· Ezekiel sees visions of the Lord, and his response to this exposure is recorded in Ezekiel 3:15…
· When he returns from seeing God, he says:
· Ezekiel 3:15 – …I sat there among [the exiles] stunned for seven days.
· Additionally, John the Apostle saw the glorified Jesus, according to Revelation 1
· Now, this one you expect to be different
· *relationship b/w John & Jesus
· But when John sees his best friend, Jesus, in His glorified state, what is John’s response?
· Revelation 1:17 – When I saw Him, I fell at His feet like a dead man.
· The response to seeing God, across the board, results in being utterly overwhelmed 
· There’s something about seeing God that simply causes us to shut down
· We have no context for what our senses are detecting, and even what we’re able to gather produces a conclusion that could probably be described as DREAD
· And He deserves every last bit of our overwhelmed response
· But what is He like in His character?
· In that first instance we mentioned, when Moses saw a portion of His glory, God takes this opportunity to disclose what He’s like:
· Exodus 34:6-8 – Then the Lord passed by in front of [Moses] and proclaimed, “The Lord, the Lord God, compassionate and gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in lovingkindness and truth; who keeps lovingkindness for thousands, who forgives iniquity, transgression and sin; yet He will by no means leave the guilty unpunished, visiting the iniquity of fathers on the children and on the grandchildren to the third and fourth generations.” Moses made haste to bow low toward the earth and worship.
· The Psalmist puts it even more succinctly when he says…
· Psalm 119:68 – You are good and do good… 
· So while our response may be one of complete unraveling, we can rest assured that our awesome, incredible, and altogether unimaginable God is… GOOD
· With our walk through the Book of Galatians freshly behind us, we’re continuing our series on the attributes of God this Father’s Day, talking this morning about The Goodness of God
· If you haven’t already, please turn in your Bibles to Psalm 145 – the passage that was read a bit ago – and follow along as we discuss this Psalm of David
· I’ll need you to momentarily put on your philosopher’s hat as we get into a topic like “good” – specifically God’s goodness
· If I asked everyone to write at the bottom of their bulletin a 1-sentence definition of “good” – what would each of you write?
· Most of us would likely list what “good” produces, considering elements of delight, and justice, and order
· “Good” is one of those things that seems intuitive, but is difficult to define when pressed to do so 
· Philosophers have been attempting to understand “good” since ancient times
· Plato says – “The Form of the Good is the ground of all being, an immaterial object that exists more perfectly than anything else…” (ref)
· Which I find altogether unhelpful, but that’s probably because I’m not smart enough to understand Plato… 
· Aristotle says – “…every act and purpose, seems to aim at some good: and so it has been well said that the good is that at which everything aims.” (ref)
· So “good” to Aristotle, is not so much an object as it is a universal objective – the end goal that all things are aspiring towards 
· And the list of philosophers who have given a definition of “good” goes on, but I’ll spare you all of my boring research
· Instead, let’s get to the answer…
Text
· Psalm 145 – A Psalm of Praise, of David. 1 I will extol You, my God, O King, and I will bless Your name forever and ever. 2 Every day I will bless You, and I will praise Your name forever and ever. 3 Great is the Lord, and highly to be praised, and His greatness is unsearchable. 4 One generation shall praise Your works to another, and shall declare Your mighty acts. 5 On the glorious splendor of Your majesty and on Your wonderful works, I will meditate. 6 Men shall speak of the power of Your awesome acts, and I will tell of Your greatness. 7 They shall eagerly utter the memory of Your abundant goodness and will shout joyfully of Your righteousness. 8 The Lord is gracious and merciful; slow to anger and great in lovingkindness. 9 The Lord is good to all, and His mercies are over all His works. 10 All Your works shall give thanks to You, O Lord, and Your godly ones shall bless You. 11 They shall speak of the glory of Your kingdom and talk of Your power; 12 to make known to the sons of men Your mighty acts and the glory of the majesty of Your kingdom.  13 Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and Your dominion endures 
throughout all generations. 14 The Lord sustains all who fall and raises up all who are bowed down. 15 The eyes of all look to You, and You give them their food in due time. 16 You open Your hand and satisfy the desire of every living thing. 17 The Lord is righteous in all His ways and kind in all His deeds. 18 The Lord is 
near to all who call upon Him, to all who call upon Him in truth. 19 He will fulfill the desire of those who fear Him; He will also hear their cry and will save them. 20 The Lord keeps all who love Him, but all the 
wicked He will destroy. 21 My mouth will speak the praise of the Lord, and all flesh will bless His holy name forever and ever.
· As we see in our passage today, and as we saw from Psalm 119:68… 
I. God Is Good and Does Good (vv 8-9, 14-20)
· We get our understanding of “good” from the very character and activity of God
· Additionally, we know a thing to be “good” if it functions within its created order – the purpose for which God created that thing 
· The first instance of the word “good” in the Bible is found in Genesis 1:4
· God says “let there be light” – and there is light
· And God says of that light: it is… GOOD
· What makes that light “good”?
· It could be its beauty, its functionality, its obedience to God’s spoken command – but in the end, that light is “good…” because God says it’s good… 
· And looking now to the divine attribute of goodness, Joel Beeke provides a helpful definition: 
· [The goodness of God is] the attribute of God that he is morally excellent and beautiful in all he is and in all his ways to his creatures. – Joel R. Beeke & Paul M. Smalley, Essentials of Reformed Systematic Theology, 938. 
·  With these definitions and understandings of “good” and God’s goodness, let’s dive into our text for today: 
· According to our passage…
· A) We know “good” when we know God
·  Moses asked to see God’s glory
· And when He passed by Moses, He declared His character to Moses
· David takes a portion of that section that we read earlier out of Exodus 34 and relates it to the goodness of God in his Psalm:
· Psalm 145:8-9 – The Lord is gracious and merciful; slow to anger and great in lovingkindness. The Lord is good to all, and His mercies are over all His works.
· Here’s where we meet our first challenge with God’s attribute of goodness
· Do ONLY good things happen in God’s creation?
· No – in fact, some very BAD things happen
· Literally, as I was writing this part of my sermon late Monday night, the sirens of emergency vehicles were blaring past my house
· What were each of them saying?
· Something “not good” just happened
· And when these “not good” things happen in our lives, we have a choice:
· We can believe what God says about Himself: that He is “gracious and merciful; slow to anger and great in lovingkindness.”
· That He is “good to all, and His mercies are over all His works…”
· OR we can begin to doubt the goodness of God due to the presence of “not goodness” in our lives – as so many do… 
· In fact, the reality of “bad things” existing in this world is one of the primary bludgeons of those who oppose God
· There’s a whole theological category for this topic called “theodicy” – and if you want to read up on it, the best book I’ve read is Henri Blocher’s Evil and the Cross [pic]
· But those who use the presence of evil in an attempt to undermine God’s goodness find their argument dead-on-arrival with a simple question: what do you mean by “evil”?
· The presence of “evil” presumes a standard of “good” that is being either neglected or violated, doesn’t it?
· Like, if I say “what you are doing is evil…” I’ve made a deduction that there is a “good” you should be doing, and you have not attained to that standard
· And if it’s true that God IS good (which God’s word affirms here and elsewhere), then to acknowledge evil is to admit that there is an objective “good” 
· Brothers and sisters – we only know good, when we know God…
· And the more you learn about God, the more you understand what “good” actually is!
· And as an outflow of God’s character… 
· B) We can trust that all He does is good
·  Because God IS good, all that He does is good
· And that’s very good news for us!
· Listen to how God’s goodness is poured out on His creation… 
· Psalm 145:14-20 – The Lord sustains all who fall and raises up all who are bowed down. The eyes of all look to You, and You give them their food in due time. You open Your hand and satisfy the desire of every living thing. The Lord is righteous in all His ways and kind in all His deeds. The Lord is near to all who call upon Him, to all who call upon Him in truth. He will fulfill the desire of those who fear Him; He will also hear their cry and will save them. The Lord keeps all who love Him, but all the wicked He will destroy.
· The nature of God’s goodness is that it doesn’t lie dormant
· It’s very ACTIVE, and these 7 verses from our passage outline at least 11 ways God’s goodness affects you and me 
· Though not an exhaustive list, these 11 outworkings of God’s goodness help us understand the character of God – specifically as it relates to us: (*we can overlook these if we don’t take the time to think and thank!)
· The Lord…
· i. sustains
· God knows that you and I are living in a fallen world, filled with so much that can be described as “not good”
· The only One able to sustain us in such an environment is the One who is, Himself, good
· Look to God to sustain you all throughout life
· And when we fall, God is faithful to… 
· ii. raises up
· …Which is quite surprising
· God is the only Being in existence who cannot be accused of engaging in evil
· And yet, when you and I are brought low – whether it’s done through our own evil or evil done to us – God shows His goodness towards us by raising us up once again
· And He generously… 
· iii. gives
· Our passage says, “the eyes of all look to You, and You give them their food in due time”
· God created us as dependent creatures – we need certain things to live: food, water, oxygen, etc.
· For all of your needs: look to God!
· He’s the giver of everything good – and He’s not stingy
· Instead, He… 
· iv. opens up
· …His hand to us, ready to provide for us
· But it’s not just our physical needs he supplies; He also…
· v. satisfies
· …our innate desires
· Plato and Aristotle were onto something…
· Plato effectively personified “good” by calling it “the form of the good,” and Aristotle rightly concluded that everything in existence is striving towards that which is good
· Both men intuitively understood that there’s something in each of us that‘s longing for an ultimate end
· They recognized that terminus to be: that which is “good” – but they failed to recognize Him as the One true GOD!
· Our hearts long for God, Himself: He is the “good” you were born to pursue
· But instead of waiting for us to come to Him, He… 
· vi. draws near
· …to us
· God has a track record of drawing near to us all throughout Scripture
· But the time He did it most profoundly was when He took on flesh and lived among us
· Jesus is Immanuel – God with us – the ultimate display of God’s intention to draw His creation back to Himself
· And when a person embraces Christ, He… 
· vii. fulfills
· …those who fear Him, He…
· viii. hears
· …those who cry out to Him, and…
· ix. saves 
· …those who trust in His provision of salvation through His Son
· And for all who love Him, He… 
· x. keeps
· …them until the end
· Don’t we worship a GOOD GOD?
· But don’t miss the final outworking of His goodness: God…
· xi. destroys
· …all the wicked, according to our passage
· Why is this mentioned in the context of God’s goodness?
· Because goodness cannot tolerate wickedness
· Remember the reaction of each person who has caught a glimpse of God?
· God’s “goodness” is not a pacifist attribute – it drives His divine justice and will one day crush everything opposed to it
· Which is to say, God will destroy all who have failed to make terms with Him through His Son
· Because we only know “good” if we know GOD
· And we can trust that all He does is good
· As such… 
II. We Must Talk About and Think About God’s Goodness (vv 3-7, 10-13) 
· In this season of prioritizing the Gospel, I hope you’ve been taking time to… 
· A) Tell others about our good God
· David highlights the important nature of declaring God’s mighty acts from generation to generation
· Listen to all the verbs of declaration in this next section: (*he starts off with his own declarations…) 
· Psalm 145:3-7, 10-13 – Great is the Lord, and highly to be praised, and His greatness is unsearchable.  One generation shall praise Your works to another, and shall declare Your mighty acts… Men shall speak of the power of Your awesome acts, and I will tell of Your greatness. They shall eagerly utter the memory of Your abundant goodness and will shout joyfully of Your righteousness... All Your works shall give thanks to You, O Lord, and Your godly ones shall bless You. They shall speak of the glory of Your kingdom and talk of Your power; to make known to the sons of men Your mighty acts and the glory of the majesty of Your kingdom. Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and Your dominion endures throughout all generations.
· And when this kingdom came down to earth, what was the primary mission of the King (Jesus)?
· He makes it clear in Mark 1 – Jesus slips away to go and pray by Himself, and when… 
· Mark 1:37-38 – they found Him, and said to Him, “Everyone is looking for You.” He said to them, “Let us go somewhere else to the towns nearby, so that I may preach there also; for that is what I came for.”
· Jesus, Himself, came to preach… (to declare, to speak, to make known, to utter, to tell…) 
· And what was the content of His message?
· It’s primarily described throughout Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John as… GOOD… NEWS
· The same Greek word is also translated as “GOSPEL”
· In a sermon covering the goodness of God, it’d be a total whiff for me to neglect to mention God’s own mission and message that He has declared to be “good”
· But as is so often the case, God’s “good news” comes in the context “bad circumstances”
· *gospel + invitation (our “anti-goodness” put us at odds with the God who is good) 
· And because of what He has done, we’re called to… 
· B) Think about our good God
· David exemplifies this for us in our passage:
· Psalm 145:5 – On the glorious splendor of Your majesty and on Your wonderful works, I will meditate.
· Father’s Day serves as an excellent reminder to reflect on the goodness of our heavenly Father – the One who was good enough to adopt us into His eternal family 
· And notice, David is choosing to meditate on 1) WHO God IS (“the glorious splendor of His majesty”) and on 2) WHAT God DOES (“His wonderful works”)
· Take time today for both – reflecting on our heavenly Father
· Because… 
III. We Will Worship Our Good God Forever (vv 1-2, 21) 
· The Psalm begins and ends in the same way: with David’s declaration to worship God forever 
· He begins by turning our attention to eternity and ends with the same reminder
· That’s the primary reason why I began our time with a call towards the reality that one day you and I will see Him face-to-face
· Therefore, he says… 
· Psalm 145:1-2, 21 – I will extol You, my God, O King, and I will bless Your name forever and ever. Every day I will bless You, and I will praise Your name forever and ever… My mouth will speak the praise of the Lord, and all flesh will bless His holy name forever and ever.
· David appeals to the present and then to the future in the beginning and end of this Psalm
· First, we must… 
· A) Bless our good God every day
·  He says this at the beginning of the 2nd verse… 
· Psalm 145:2a – Every day I will bless You…
· Why should we bless God?
· Because God has declared that it’s “good” to do so
· And remember – whatever God declares to be good, is good: 
· Psalm 95:1 – It is good to give thanks to the LORD and to sing praises to Your name, O Most High…
· And whatever God declares to be good will also be good for us to do
· In what ways do you bless our good God every day?
· How do you give thanks to the Lord? 
· Do you regularly sing praises to Him?
· Let me say something hard: even on Father’s Day!
· If you don’t bless Him every day, or give thanks to Him, or sing to Him – if that’s not a part of your regular practice – you’re either not convinced it good to do so, or you’re not convinced He’s good…
· We will always do what we believe to be good (good for us, good for others, good for our time, good for our appetite, etc.), and we will always orient our time around what we’re convinced is good
· Wanna know what you believe to be good?
· Look at your calendar: what did you fill your day with yesterday, what will you do today, and what is your plan for tomorrow?
· Whatever it is, I hope it’s filled with blessing our good Father in heaven as we… 
· B) Look forward to praising our good God forever and ever
· Three times we’re reminded of this in our Psalm… 
· Psalm 145:1-2, 21 – I will extol You, my God, O King, and I will bless Your name forever and ever… I will praise Your name forever and ever… My mouth will speak the praise of the Lord, and all flesh will bless His holy name forever and ever.
· A response to God’s goodness will be daily praise
· But this only serves as a reminder that the Christian’s eternal destiny is everlasting praise
· Does this seem “good” to you?
· Just like David, let me end where we started
· If the idea of worshipping our good God for all of eternity does not seem “good” to you, it’s only because you haven’t been exposed to that which is truly good
· I had spaghetti-o’s a couple months ago for the first time since I was probably 10 – and it went just about how you’re imagining it went… 
· You thought spaghetti-o’s was good as a child, until you tried pasta with Ragu sauce
· Then, you thought that was good, until you ate at an authentic Italian restaurant 
· And you didn’t think it got any better until you took a trip to Italy and ate dinner at someone’s casa… 
· What would you think of spaghetti-o’s after that experience? 
· Let me say another hard thing: If worshipping God for all of eternity doesn’t sound “good” to us, it’s simply because you and I have a juvenile appetite 
· We don’t know what good is… 
· GOD is good, and the more God we get, the more good it is
· Brothers and sisters: grow in your knowledge of God and you will understand what good is and does… 
· So every day: bless our good God, talk about Him, and think about Him
· And let your appetite grow for the day we will be with Him forever and ever… 
Conclusion
· **PRAY**
