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Prioritizing the Gospel
Spirit-Filled Community
Galatians 6:1-5

Prioritizing the Gospel means that is a theme that we chose because we want to remind ourselves that the great commission is for all of us in this room to be a part of. 

This is not something that is optional for believers, but a mandate that needs to be obeyed. 

Please turn with me to Galatians 6:1-5. This is the Word of the Lord

(Read)

3 ways we live in the Spirit together 		
I. Restore the Trapped Sinner
In other words, don’t just leave him there without help. Pick him up!
Galatians 6:1 “Brethren, even if anyone is caught in any trespass, you who are spiritual, restore such a one in a spirit of gentleness; each one looking to yourself, so that you too will not be tempted.”
Prolambanō – to be overtaken by a fault. The Apostle Paul does not provide for us what the fault was, nevertheless, the context tells us that sin is involved here. 
There’s something else I want to point out to you. Paul has in mind the idea of stumbling. That is say, whatever the sin was, the Christian has stumbled right into it because he failed to guard his heart. 
It’s not that this was something planned – it wasn’t. 
But it is to say, by way of application, that this man failed to guard his heart, came too close to whatever it was he was tempted by. He thought he could withstand the subtleties of temptation and ended up yielding to sin.  
In Romans 13:14, Paul reminds the believers at Rome “to make no provision for the flesh.” And I believe we ought to heed that admonition as well. 
So then, if you struggle with a certain temptation, "making no provision" means that you ought to delete a tempting app. Perhaps you need to be avoiding a specific bar. Perhaps you need to set boundaries on certain relationships, rather than to see if you can “withstand” temptation. 
Do not avoid the warning signs of your heart, and especially do not ignore the warnings by others not go down the path you are going down. 
The Lord will do that, by the way. The Lord will always provide a way of escape for his people. He will providentially place people in your life that may see the path you are headed down far more clearly then you are seeing and will sound the alarm bell for you because they love you enough to warn you. 
The Lord will use the Holy Spirit of grace to convict you, warning you that you are treading in dangerous waters and to flee from whatever it may be that you are tempted by, even if you may think you are ok, when you’re not. 
God will not leave himself without witness of warning to your soul that not everything is as it seems. 
Now, let’s say we don’t heed to the warnings. Let’s say we do stumble and fall. 
Note what the verse says about what to do if you learn of or identify with facts your brother or sister in Christ who has stumbled…
“you who are spiritual…” That is, the one who is walking by the Spirit” – “restore such a one” 
Katartizō – refers to mending something that is broken. 
Believers in Christ walking by the Spirit are to mend this man’s relationship with his Lord that was broken due to his stumbling into sin. 
And we are to do so “..in a spirit of gentleness;”  We actually just read about that fruit in Galatians 5:23 – the fruit of gentleness – meekness. 
“each one looking to yourself, so that you too will not be tempted.” That is, tempted to sin that is dishonorable to your Lord. 
“The attitude of every Christian should always be the attitude of Jesus. And when a believer needs to help discipline a fallen brother, he should ask for a special portion of Christ’s love and gentleness. If the Father does not want even one of His own to be devastated (Matt. 18:14), and if the Son of Man did not come to destroy men’s lives, but to save them” (Luke 9:56), how much less do His followers have the right to be destructive rather than helpful?” (John MacArthur, The MacArthur Bible Commentary, 179)
In other words…
In 1 Corinthians 5, Paul heard about an incident in which a man was committing sexual immorality in the church and the church was doing nothing about. The church was aware because it became public knowledge. 
So Paul rebuked the church and gave them instructions to church discipline this individual. The church did end up church disciplining the individual. 
Well, in his 2nd letter, we come to find out that the person who was church disciplined ended up repenting and coming back to the church. To see a sinning member come to repentance is a great thing, and all of us ought to celebrate that. 
But that’s not what was happening. Although this person was truly repentant, the church acted as though they wanted nothing to do with this church member. 
Paul had to address this as well, saying to them that not only must you forgive your brother who has committed the offence, but now you are to “comfort” him. 
Why? Paul provides for us the reason why in verse in 2 Corinthians 2:6-7 – “6 Sufficient for such a one is this punishment which was inflicted by the majority, 7 so that on the contrary you should rather graciously forgive and comfort him, lest such a one be swallowed up by excessive sorrow.” 
The problem is obvious: The Corinthians were limiting who received grace and who did not. 
Paul was, affect was saying this: Do not set limits on God’s grace, especially toward those to whom God has forgiven. 
But the point to the spear is that when it comes to the spiritual restoration, we ought to always…
A. Have concern for the spiritual well-being of others
Note this quote from Timothy George – 
“In Galatians 6:1, then, ‘those who are spiritual’ are identical with those Christians who walk in the Spirit, are led by the Spirit, and keep in step with the Spirit.” (Timothy George, Galatians, The New American Commentary, 410)
The only people qualified to restore a sinning believer are not just Christians, but spirit-filled Christians! Last week, we described for you what walking by the Spirit looks like. 
Ought this compel you more in light of the fact that the Lord could anyone of you to restore another brother or sister in Christ as well as to bring the necessary comfort that comes about by the Spirit of grace? 
If we understand that…
B. The goal is gentle restoration
The surely, you ought to…
C. Know your own Spirit-dependence 
Galatians 5:16-17a – But I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not carry out the desire of the flesh. For the flesh sets its desire against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh; for these are in opposition to one another…

Those walking by the Spirit are one solid ground; those walking according to the flesh are caught up in quicksand

It becomes necessary then to acknowledge our own susceptibility to walk according to the flesh, and our constant need of the Holy Spirit’s work in our lives! 

If we have the capacity to restore a fellow brother or sister in the Lord, we ought to…
II. Bear One Another’s Burdens 
Bearing one another’s burdens includes the brother who had stumbled. It may not be easy for him to get over his offence. But please note what Paul said to God’s people and by extension, all of us. 
Galatians 6:2-3 “Bear one another’s burdens, and thereby fulfill the law of Christ. For if anyone thinks he is something when he is nothing, he deceives himself.”
Baros – it refers to a load that is difficult to carry. You will find believers who are on the same walk as you who will inevitable having difficulty coping with a particular problem. 
And in helping that fellow believer you will be as a sweet balm to their soul. 
(expand more on the passage)
For in doing so, you are walking..
A. Walk in the new law of Christ-likeness 
B. Beware of self-deception 
Psalm 36:1-2 “Transgression speaks to the wicked deep in his heart; there is no fear of God before his eyes. For he flatters himself in his own eyes that his iniquity cannot be found out and hated.” 
“Self-conceit is fatal for burden bearing because it turns us into judges rather than burden bearers.” (Todd Wilson, Galatians, Preaching the Word, 208)
III. Examine Your Own Work 
Galatians 6:4-5 “But each one must examine his own work, and then he will have reason for boasting in regard to himself alone, and not in regard to another. For each one will bear his own load.”
A. Comparison kills Spirit-filled community
The last thing you ever want to do is to compare yourself with someone else’s ministry and giftedness. So then…

B. Self-examination should result in humility 
“Some consider Paul to be speaking in irony…In other words, no praise whatever shall be thine; because there is no man by whom the smallest portion of praise is really deserved…This is nothing more than an acknowledgment of Divine grace, which reflects no praise whatever on man, but excites him to give God the glory. Such a reason for glorying do the godly find in themselves; and they ascribe it, not to their own merits, but to the riches of the grace of God.” (John Calvin, Commentaries on the Epistles of Paul to the Galatians and Ephesians, 174-175)
C. Our dependence is on God and not others
Close in Prayer
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