The exalted cross of Jesus Christ - Gal. 6:11–18 – FOLDEN FE
Insert Overview chart of 3 key aspects of Galatians…
Galatians is primarily about The Defense of the Genuine Gospel. Everything in Galatians points positively or negatively to this theme. Galatians connects the gospel to the OT Scriptures –and it explains the logical implications for a believer’s life. 

Lets take a brief look at the Chapters of Galatians and some key verses and key points…
Galatians 1 – We see we have the authority to defend the genuine gospel, not because of mankind’s authority, but because of Jesus Christ, the one who was raised from the dead. 
Galatians 1:3-4 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ, 4 who gave Himself for our sins so that He might rescue us from this present evil age, according to the will of our God and Father

We see this is about God’s divine accomplishment, and not the accomplishment of mankind...this is about God’s grace…not mankind’s effort or rituals.
Galatians 1:8–10 -8 But even if we, or an angel from heaven, should preach to you a gospel contrary to what we have preached to you, he is to be accursed! 9 As we have said before, so I say again now, if any man is preaching to you a gospel contrary to what you received, he is to be accursed! 10 For am I now seeking the favor of men, or of God? Or am I striving to please men? If I were still trying to please men, I would not be a bond-servant of Christ. 
We saw that others were distorting the gospel, they would even refence Jesus, but it was a different Gospel that was to be cut off rather than accepted as a means of salvation.
Paul defends his ministry for the sake of the gospel and is not interested in trying to please man, but responding to the call of Grace by God to preach the good news to the gentiles.
Galatians 2 – We see Paul talk about partner with the gospel with those in Jerusalem, but the gospel was the primary focus, and they had unity around the genuine gospel. 
There were still false teachers who were having an impact back in Jerusalem, that is similar to what the Galatians are facing…
Galatians 2:3–5 -3 But not even Titus, who was with me, though he was a Greek, was compelled to be circumcised. 4 But it was because of the false brethren secretly brought in, who had sneaked in to spy out our liberty which we have in Christ Jesus, in order to bring us into bondage. 5 But we did not yield in subjection to them for even an hour, so that the truth of the gospel would remain with you. 
Everything Paul is doing is for the truth of the gospel being made clear, and not being distorted.
Paul even relayed the story of how he publicly rebuked peter bc he confused the gospel.
Galatians 2:14 -14 But when I saw that they were not straightforward about the truth of the gospel, I said to Cephas in the presence of all, “If you, being a Jew, live like the Gentiles and not like the Jews, how is it that you compel the Gentiles to live like Jews? 
Paul emphasized that it was not about rituals, it was about God’s grace and love, and being untied to Christ through the cross.
Galatians 2:20 -20 “I have been crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself up for me. 
Galatians 3 – emphasize that it is by faith a person is justified and not works of the law. And he references the OT to help God’s people read their bible properly and see how the Old covenant connects with the New Covenant.
 Galatians 3:6–9 -6 Even so Abraham believed God, and it was reckoned to him as righteousness. 7 Therefore, be sure that it is those who are of faith who are sons of Abraham. 8 The Scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the Gentiles by faith, preached the gospel beforehand to Abraham, saying, “All the nations will be blessed in you.” 9 So then those who are of faith are blessed with Abraham, the believer. 
Galatians 3 goes on to explain the purpose for the law…not to justify a person, but to shut us up, convict us and condemn us and help us see our need for our savior.
Galatians 4 – Paul talks about the intimate relationship a person can have with the Lord, that they simply cannot have though the Law. He says you used to be slaves and you have been made sons…why are you going back to being enslaved to be condemned by the law…
Galatians 4:6–7 -6 Because you are sons, God has sent forth the Spirit of His Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” 7 Therefore you are no longer a slave, but a son; and if a son, then an heir through God. 
Then And Paul reflects on His relationship with the Galatians, how he cares for them and how their relationship used to be characterized by blessing. But he is perplexed they are turning away from the gospel and He asks have I become your enemy by tellgi you the truth. 
He emphasizes how they are children of the promise like Isaac and they should embrace the Lord because of the spirits work of grace in their life, and not by human effort that just brings enslavement.
He says I care about you and you are going down a path of enslavement and death.
Galatians 5 – Paul emphasizes freedom, not to live for yourself, but to love and serve each other. The gospel brings freedom and life…and so character consistent with the genuine gospel is life giving and not self focused.
Galatians 5:13–15 -13 For you were called to freedom, brethren; only do not turn your freedom into an opportunity for the flesh, but through love serve one another. 14 For the whole Law is fulfilled in one word, in the statement, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 15 But if you bite and devour one another, take care that you are not consumed by one another. 
Last we focused on what it looks like to be a blessing to the church and the community…
Galatians 6:2 -2 Bear one another’s burdens, and thereby fulfill the law of Christ. 
We are characterized by humility and gentleness and live in community where there is a willingness to address each other when one is going astray. We take responsibility individually, but also as a body helping each other grow…we are to individually understand we reap what we sow, and so we want to walk by the spirit loving and serving each other bc eventually living by the flesh and living for yourself…well the consequences eventually come.
And so we get to our last message in the series…and it all culminates with a focus on exalting the cross of Jesus…rather than the law, the works of man.
The exalted cross of Jesus Christ
Galatians 6:11–18 -11 See with what large letters I am writing to you with my own hand. 12 Those who desire to make a good showing in the flesh try to compel you to be circumcised, simply so that they will not be persecuted for the cross of Christ. 13 For those who are circumcised do not even keep the Law themselves, but they desire to have you circumcised so that they may boast in your flesh. 14 But may it never be that I would boast, except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, through which the world has been crucified to me, and I to the world. 15 For neither is circumcision anything, nor uncircumcision, but a new creation. 16 And those who will walk by this rule, peace and mercy be upon them, and upon the Israel of God. 17 From now on let no one cause trouble for me, for I bear on my body the brand-marks of Jesus. 18 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit, brethren. Amen. 
Paul concludes the letter in his own hand. It was common to dictate letters and then sign them at the end to authenticate that this was my letter. Some suggest he was writing in a way (large letters) to emphasize how important this message, some say it is in indication that he is losing his eyesight…in any case we know that Paul is saying…this is the message I am sending to you…He is standing behind the strength of this message as a personal rebuke and appeal to the Galatians…as he is seeking to defense the genuine gospel and win them to embrace the cross of Christ rather than salvation through the law, circumcision and works based salvation…
So with out time today lets look at….
3 ways we are to exalt the cross of Christ
First we are…
1. Turn away from worldly performance and protection 

The cross is intrinsically offense to mankind…it flies in the face of mankind being able to exalt themselves through merit or performance…

The Galatians have been bewitched, tricked, deceived that they can’t just trust in Christ alone, they have to trust in Christ plus circumcision…Christ plus the law of Moses…and this is a different gospel, a different Jesus than they first heard about from Paul…

and so we turn away from worldly performance and protection by…

a. By embracing the shame associated with Jesus Christ

Galatians 6:12 -12 Those who desire to make a good showing in the flesh try to compel you to be circumcised, simply so that they will not be persecuted for the cross of Christ.

The false teachers are motivated…there is something in it for them…it seems that perhaps adding a focus on the law will perhaps help them carry some favor with Jewish leaders…they may not be completely ostracized, unable to buy and sell in their community because they are taking the Law of moses seriously…it may be that associating Christianity with Judaism would provide some protection with Roman officials…

The cross is and was offensive, and so it is so easy to minimize the cross and focus on something else, something religious, just not the cross....and so in this case circumcision was taking center stage.

You see the cross of Christ is so offensive, that Roman officials would not bring it up at in social gathering (the unlucky tree)…it would be like talking about torture at thanksgiving between bites of sweet potatoes…The cross was an instrument of shame and humiliation…

The more you prioritize the gospel and have conversations about Jesus being tortured and dying a horrible death because we are sinners…well, you may not be invited to all the dinner parties. If you talk about Jesus, you could get marked and viewed a certain way.

Part of exalting the cross is accepting that possibility and at times that reality.

We also turn away…

b. By seeing the temptation to boast in numbers

Galatians 6:13 -13 For those who are circumcised do not even keep the Law themselves, but they desire to have you circumcised so that they may boast in your flesh. 

Boasting in the flesh…Everybody likes a winner. Everyone like being viewed as a winner or associated with those who are winners…When I watch sports…it is so funny how my kids were fans of whoever was winning…We like to win…we like to look good.

I am a big fan of competition. I think it can be healthy and good and when I was a kid playing baseball I loved it when we got to keep score and know who actually won…

The flip side is that is that mankind likes to look for every opportunity to put themselves on top…to glorify themselves…the word boasting means to put a unusually high degree of confidence in something…to exalt it high in your mind…the false teachers are boasting in the flesh of those who follow them…it is like the larger your crew gets, the cooler you think you are…the more people who follow you around the bigger deal you are…

I am not saying we should not try to do a good job, and that it is wrong to want things to be well attended , but we have to be careful that we don’t boast in How the world validates people…through how many followers they have, how many books they sold. how much money they have, how many parking spaces they have…a large number of people does not mean we are doing things well or doing things that honor the Lord.

These false teachers seemed to view the Galatians like individual notches on their belt…and sometimes in this culture we don’t think something is important unless it is popular…there will always be a temptation to boast in number…

And then what happens is we don’t care about genuineness or truth…we just want to look good on the surface to attract people…

So we turn…

c. By admitting hypocrisy and seeking genuine growth

Galatians 6:13 -13 For those who are circumcised do not even keep the Law themselves…

Everyone is a hypocrite…none of us honor the Lord like we should…we are followers of Christ and we do not always follow Christ…

I think when you admit that, it destroys hypocrisy…bc a hypocrite tells you what you should do to honor the Lord, but they will not admit they are not able to do it…when a person admits they fall short, they have sinned, and they did not honor God…I think that can bring about genuine growth instead of hiding and seeking to make yourself look better than you are.

Luke 16:14–15 -14 Now the Pharisees, who were lovers of money, were listening to all these things and were scoffing at Him. 15 And He said to them, “You are those who justify yourselves in the sight of men, but God knows your hearts; for that which is highly esteemed among men is detestable in the sight of God. 
The cross does not let us think we are better than we are…we needed someone to be tortured and die a horrible death in our place…we cannot and should not hide that…
So if we are to exalt the cross by turning away from worldliness, we also are to turn toward the Lord and…

2. Cherish the cross-work of Christ

a. Commit to a cross centered, Christ focused life

Galatians 6:14a -14 But may it never be that I would boast, except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

To boast is to view something really highly…to put your confidence in that…

Ask yourself what do I tend to put my confidence in…is it my education, my intellect, my family connections, my work ethic, my resourcefulness, my looks, my wit, my ability to use chat GPT…

Sometimes we don’t verbalize our boasts, but quietly we put our trust in ourselves…and the Lord wants us to not quietly put our confidence in the cross.

1 Corinthians 1:30–31 -30 But by His doing you are in Christ Jesus, who became to us wisdom from God, and righteousness and sanctification, and redemption, 31 so that, just as it is written, “Let him who boasts, boast in the Lord.” 

b. Embrace being crucified to the world and the world being crucified to you

Galatians 6:14b -14 …, through which the world has been crucified to me, and I to the world. 
Philippians 3:18–19 -18 For many walk, of whom I often told you, and now tell you even weeping, that they are enemies of the cross of Christ, 19 whose end is destruction, whose god is their appetite, and whose glory is in their shame, who set their minds on earthly things. 


3. Walk as a new creation
a. Recognize the myriads of distractions in the world

Galatians 6:15 -15 For neither is circumcision anything, nor uncircumcision, but a new creation.

It could be easy toi argue about circumcision all day…but the point of the Gospel is that it transformed you life…you have the spirit of God working within you, and so you are a new creation…able to bear fruit and bring glory to our Lord…

There are all kinds of arguments and distraction in this world…but we must ask the question…how does this help me walk as a new creation in Christ…how does this connect to the genuine gospel and my live being lived for the Lord…

Sometimes we get so focused on arguments that we forget about walking as a new creation in Christ.

2 Corinthians 5:17 -17 Therefore if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creature; the old things passed away; behold, new things have come. 

There are always going to be things we leave behind in order to continue to grow in Christ.

b. Trust the blessing of peace and mercy tied to the genuine gospel.

Galatians 6:16 -16 And those who will walk by this rule, peace and mercy be upon them, and upon the Israel of God. 

Paul is ending the letter with a challenge…those who walk by this rule…this standard of justiofication by faith…the genuine gospel that he has alid out…they may expeicne persecution and feeling ostracized…but they will also at the proper time experience the blessing and peace and mercy of the Lord.

When he says the Israel of God…commentators and theologian s differ on what this phrase means…but it seems like in the context…there are those who are going to go back to Judaism…but the people of God, the Israel of God are the ones who are gogin to respond to the genuine Gospel and not go back to Judaism, and not add the law of Moses to the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

This may lead to suffering…and so all followers of Christ must 

c. Allow the grace of God to motivate you to endure suffering

Galatians 6:17–18 -17 From now on let no one cause trouble for me, for I bear on my body the brand-marks of Jesus. 18 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit, brethren. Amen. 

Paul is saying his opponents want their body marked with circumcision…and Paul is saying…they are just doing that to boast in number and to get some kind of protection….

Paul says…the marks I have are all over my body and they point to the suffering of my savior…Paul suffered greatly for proclaiming the genuine gospel…he did not proclaim it to get money or fame…he did not proclaim it to get notches on his belt…he did not proclaim it to get an worldly safety…

He preached it because the grace of God had changed his life.

May we be so moved by the grace of God…so we are discerning to see false gospels and turn away from worldly performance and protection…May we cherish the cross work of Christ and we enjoy and use our freedom in Christ to love and serve others in newness of life.

And may we never boast in anything but the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Lets pray.
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