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Spirit Filled Community
Gal. 6:1-5
Title: Spirit-Filled Community
Proposition: 3 ways we live in the Spirit together 
For the past couple of weeks in Galatians we’ve been thinking about what life in the Spirit means versus life in the flesh. 
If you’ve been a Christian for a while then hopefully the language of walking, thinking, living by the Spirit is familiar language to you. Similarly, hopefully the language of living and thinking in the flesh is also familiar. 
But often times the more familiar a word, phrase or concept is that doesn’t always mean that we truly understand what is meant by it. And honestly, that’s one of Satan’s strategies to keep people from true understanding which is always aimed at: 
1) seeking to keep people from a genuine relationship with Jesus Christ so that they will die in their sins and go to hell, and 
2) to keep Christians from truly experiencing the freedom that they have in Jesus Christ...Satan hates everybody, but he hates Christians that walk in the Spirit and enjoy the freedom of the gospel and produce the fruit of the Spirit. 
So before we jump into our text this morning, where we are going to be thinking about how the church is to be a Spirit-Filled Community...the emphasis this morning is on if individual Christians are walking by the Spirit and keeping step with the Spirit then what does that look like in the church?...So before we do that, let’s briefly think about what walking, thinking, living in the Spirit is versus the flesh.
Romans 8:6–8 For the mind set on the flesh is death, but the mind set on the Spirit is life and peace, 7 because the mind set on the flesh is hostile toward God; for it does not subject itself to the law of God, for it is not even able to do so, 8 and those who are in the flesh cannot please God.
That is probably one of the most clear and succinct passages on what life in the flesh is. It’s a mindset that is hostile towards God. It’s a mindset and life that does not submit to God’s law. In fact, as v.7 says...it’s not just that the flesh doesn’t WANT to submit to God’s law, the FLESH CANNOT SUBMIT TO GOD’s LAW! And if those in the flesh are HOSTILE to God and don’t submit to God’s law, then of course it’s impossible to please God in the flesh.
· That’s what we’ve seen in Galatians 5 the past couple of weeks.
The Spirit and the flesh are diametrically opposed! You cannot be fulfilling the desires of the flesh and the Spirit simultaneously! 
The mindset of the flesh, and those that walk according to the flesh think about themselves. It’s the mindset of self-pleasure, self-comfort, self-glorification. It’s the mind that makes decisions not through the lens of God is the King, and He is the one who Created all things. He owns everything, including me, and my life is about submitting to his will and joyfully obeying my King! 
Instead the mind that is set on the flesh thinks of him or herself as King. I’m in control of my life and my decisions. 
As we’ve seen the past couple weeks, if that’s the mindset that someone is living in consistently day after day after day then the results of that are going to be evident in their life over time. You’ll get the works of the flesh that are listed in 5:19-21. And then Galatians 5:26 gives the big broad results in 3 characteristics...
Galatians 5:26 Let us not become boastful, challenging one another, envying one another.
The word for boastful there is a unique word in the NT...that’s the only time this Greek adjective is used in the NT. And it’s essentially a compound word that means “vain-glory.” It’s the person that thinks about and lives for his or her own glory...and that is an empty, vain glory. 
· When you think about your own glory you’ll definitely be willing to challenge and provoke others to prove your over them!
· And if you’re not over them and more glorious than them, then you’ll be envious of their glory and want it for yourself. 
As Roman 8:6 says...that mindset is death.
Romans 8:6 For the mind set on the flesh is death, but the mind set on the Spirit is life and peace
Constantly competing, constantly living for your own glory is not a mindset of peace...it’s the mindset of anxiety, depression, and anger. 
So the mindset of the flesh is the self-centered mindset. My pleasure. My comfort. My glory. My desires. Me, me, me. 
What about the mindset of the Spirit? 
In John 14:17, 15:26 and 16:13 Jesus calls the Holy Spirit the “Spirit of Truth”
John 14:17 that is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it does not see Him or know Him, but you know Him because He abides with you and will be in you.
John 15:26 “When the Helper comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, that is the Spirit of truth who proceeds from the Father, He will testify about Me,
John 16:13–14 But when He, the Spirit of truth, comes, He will guide you into all the truth; for He will not speak on His own initiative, but whatever He hears, He will speak; and He will disclose to you what is to come. 14 He will glorify Me, for He will take of Mine and will disclose it to you.
Not hard to see the if God sends the Spirit of truth, that of course to think on the Spirit and walk in the Spirit is to think and live on the truth. But do not miss the MAIN truth that Spirit is given to help us know and understand and live our lives on...it’s the truth of who Jesus is. The Spirit of truth is going to make known to us Jesus’ words...he make it clear to us that his words are true! And by us knowing, understanding, believing and applying Jesus’ words to our lives we will do what John 16:14 says...we will glorify Jesus!
To walk in the Spirit is to set your mind on bringing glory to Jesus! That is why the Holy Spirit was sent...so the mind that is set on the Spirit is a mind that constantly is thinking about Jesus...I want to grow to be more like Jesus. I want to live for the glory of Jesus. I want to love others like Christ has loved me. 
Like our annual theme...Prioritizing the Gospel...why? Because the gospel is all about the glory of Jesus! 
So I think Pastor Rob and Ian did a great job the past two weeks. I’m reiterating what they did say already. And I’m reiterating because of how much confusing and fuzziness there is for many on what living in the Spirit is and what living in the flesh is. We often need to hear things repeated again and again and in different ways to really grasp it. 
So now to our text this morning...
We are thinking about the Spirit-Filled Community. And we’ll look at 3 ways to live in the Spirit together that this text outlines for us. 
I’m going to start in Galatians 5:25 because v.26 especially informs a lot of how we read Galatians 6:1-5. 
[Read Galatians 5:25-6:5]
Let’s pray.
There are essentially 3 imperatives...3 commands in this text that are ordering our thoughts this morning.
Command 1 is in v.1...Restore.
Command 2 is in v.2...Bear
Command 3 is in v.3...Examine or Test
So command #1...
Restore the Trapped Sinner
Galatians 6:1 – Brethren, even if anyone is caught in any trespass, you who are spiritual, restore such a one in a spirit of gentleness; each one looking to yourself, so that you too will not be tempted.
So to keep in step with the Spirit within the church, within community means that you will... 
Have concern for the spiritual well-being of others
Remember how we said that the mindset of the flesh is all about self...the mindset on the self doesn’t care about others. 
That’s entirely different for those who are “spiritual” as v.1 says. Now the word “spiritual” sounds...well very “spiritual.” By that I mean not concrete. Not clear. 
· Often spirituality comes to mean something that cannot be explained or understood. It often means something that sounds really profound, but then in reality is just a bunch of fluffy mumbo jumbo. Spiritually often means it’s felt more than understood. It’s an intuition more than truth or understanding.
Paul has no such notions of what “spiritual” means. We need to read the word “spiritual” in light of the context that has come before. So as one commentator puts it...
“In Gal 6:1, then, “those who are spiritual” are identical with those Christians who walk in the Spirit, are led by the Spirit, and keep in step with the Spirit.” – Timothy George, Galatians (NAC), 410.
Those who are “spiritual” can sound to us like Paul is talking about some sort of elite, Christian, special forces group. But it’s not the spiritually elite that have a concern for the spiritual well-being of others, it’s the Christians who have the Holy Spirit and who keep in step with the Holy Spirit...
· Which is supposed to be how many Christians? Every Christian! 
Now of course there are 2 categories of people in v.1...those who are caught in a transgression and those who are spiritual.
· I think Paul’s first concern for those who are caught in a transgression is actually other believers...other members of the church. 
· That’s why Paul uses the word, “restore.” 
So I think it’s important to note that walking by the Spirit means that you have a mind that is aware of your brothers and sisters in the church and care about the spiritual well-being. You should be involved enough in the lives of other believers within the church that if someone was caught in any transgression you’d know it! 
· But if we aren’t involved with people...we just come in listen to a sermon and leave and don’t build relationships with people and get to know them outside of church on a Sunday morning at all, I’m not sure that we’ll be able to even know if someone is caught in a transgression. 
Now of course, there is no way to be involved in every church member’s life! It’s not possible! This is why the job of caring for the spiritual well-being of others is a job for every single spirit filled Christian of the church...which should be every member of the church! 
Pastors and deacons are critical in leading that charge to care for others spiritual well-being. But it’s not just the job of leaders...it’s the job of everyone who is a Christian. 
So please note...that in v.1...those who are caught in any trespass are other brothers and sisters in the church. That’s critical. We are not to assume that if you’re a Christian and a church member, then that means you will not get caught in sin...
One of the main points of the past couple of weeks was, “You do not have to sin.” You can choose to live by the Spirit and live a victorious Christian life. Yes and Amen. But please don’t hear that and assume well if I ever get caught in a sin, then that automatically means I’m not a Christian.
· The fight against the flesh is hard. And there are times where we get caught and need help to get unstuck. 
Helping a person get unstuck needs to be done in a particular manner though...it needs to be done as v.1 says “in a spirit of gentleness...” 
The goal is gentle restoration
Gentleness is not squishiness...Gentleness does not mean that you’re a pushover. 
The Greek word for “gentleness” here is split down the middle of being translated in the NT as gentleness or meekness. 
The point is, meekness is often defined as strength or power under control. 
If you’re going to help someone who is caught...you need to have some kind of strength or power to help them get uncaught. 
· The power is not our own strength...so this isn’t about muscles. The power is not our own intellect. The power comes through the Spirit, to speak the truth, to pray, and to offer help.
Help is so varied in getting people unstuck. 
· It definitely involves praying for the person.
· But it can involve helping that person get into counseling...it could involve helping them get connected to an accountability group. It could involve texting them and encouraging them. It could involve helping them with something that lightens their load just a little bit like child care, cleaning, lawn care so that they can focus more energy and time on killing sin. 
But offering this help is to be done gently. 
I wish I had more time to unpack that but part of what will motive you to be gentle others is knowing that you are capable of falling into temptation yourself...
To put that in the positive light...you’ll be gentle with people if you truly understand...
Know your own Spirit-dependence 
Going back to 5:26...boastful, proud, conceited people they think that they are above failure...or at least above failure in certain areas. 
· The mindset on the flesh doesn’t recognize my deep dependence on the Lord. 
In my personal devotions in the morning with the Lord I’ve been going through Deuteronomy and especially in the first 16 chapters there is a constant theme of “do not forget the Lord.” Be careful to not forget God!
And the warning has to do with when the Israelites go in to possess the promise land and God gives them houses and vineyards, and wealth and all sorts of good things! You see there is a temptation to start to think when things are going well that, “I worked hard for this. I’ve been disciplined. I’ve studied. I’ve persevered. I’ve eaten well and chosen to be healthy. I’ve saved money and stewarded things well. So of course things are going well for me.” 
· That’s dangerous thinking. That’s boastful...vain-glory thinking. 
That kind of self-sufficient, proud thinking is the mindset that forgets God! 
That’s the mindset that produces looking down on others which will not be gentle.
· Helping others from a position of pride often will come across as, 
· “You should have no better.” 
· It will come across as impatient...“change now or else.” 
· It will come across as inconvenienced...
All of that demonstrates that person doesn’t think they could be tempted and fall themselves...they don’t honestly think they could get caught in a transgression that they would need help to get out of! 
Let me let you in on one of the temptations of a pastor...
· The role and job of a pastor is one where people come to you looking for help, wisdom and often times are caught in a transgression. 
So in general, as a pastor you are looked at as a spiritual helper. Which is definitely supposed to be the case. 
· But the temptation...and we’ll see this come up in the next verses...the temptation is to start to think, “I’m the one who gives help, not the one who needs help.” 
That’s a dangerous mindset. If that mindset grows over time in pastor a couple of things can happen...1) they stop doing what v.1 says...
· They stop really looking or keeping watching on themselves. They don’t recognize that they themselves are in danger of falling into temptation. They start to think they are spiritually immune for serious sin. 
· That’s the pathway into serious sin. That’s the pathway to being caught in transgression. 
· But they also overtime tend to stop restoring in a spirit of gentleness...they can start to be more and more harsh and impatient.
· Or you might see overtime a pastor stop really caring about restoring people. Perhaps their own struggles with sin make them unconfident that getting unstuck from sin is actually possible. 
So here’s my point...the truth in this passage is needed for everyone. But your pastors need this as well! Please pray for your pastors. We are not spiritual giants that don’t need help...pray that we would continue keep watch on ourselves...
It’s like Paul told Timothy...
1 Timothy 4:16 Pay close attention to yourself and to your teaching; persevere in these things, for as you do this you will ensure salvation both for yourself and for those who hear you.
So pastors aren’t spiritual giants that don’t need help and neither are you...which is why the second command is to...
Bear One Another’s Burdens 
Galatians 6:2-3 – Bear one another’s burdens, and thereby fulfill the law of Christ. For if anyone thinks he is something when he is nothing, he deceives himself.
This is a command to every single believer. It’s not like there are the spiritually strong ones that only ever bear the burdens of the weak ones. This is a command to every believer. And there are certainly times where you are able to give more help and then there are the times when you need more help. 
And this is the beauty of how God designed the church!
Now there is a question of how narrow or how broadly to read this command. So the options are 1) the very narrow reading, which would mean bearing on another’s burdens is restatement of restoring believers who are caught in sin. 
That is certainly possible. 
Or 2) the more broad reading of bearing one another’s burdens is that it refers to helping brothers and sisters with all kinds of burdens.
· So that could be spiritual.
· That could be physical.
· That could be financial.
· That could be relational.
I believe that the broad understanding is the best. There are many different kinds of burdens that we bear in a sin cursed world, and we need help with them. The way God designed the church is that through the Spirit we would not only help restore brothers and sisters who are caught in sin, but that we’d also help bear each other’s burdens. 
You may have heard this before...but I think it illustrates the point well. 1 draft horse can pull around 8,000lbs by itself. But when 2 draft horses are harnessed together they can pull around 20-24,000lbs! 
· So as they both help in bearing the burden, their efforts is actually more than doubled! 
That is how God has designed the church. We are to be helping one another and when we do this, we find that not only are the people we help able to do more, but so are we! But this is a mutual helping!
There is not the “helping Christians” and the “helped Christians.” There may be times and seasons where that is generally more true...
· That’s one of the reasons why Paul said he wished everyone was like him meaning, single.
· He said a single, unmarried person was able to give undivided attention to the things of the Lord. 
· In general when someone is married and has children, their capacity to bear others burdens outside of their home is diminished...not gone, but diminished.
So my point is there are certainly seasons when we may need a lot more help. But that’s why God gives to the church people that are in seasons where things are not as heavy...so they are able to help those who are heavily burdened. 
This mutual helping of one another is what Paul says fulfills the law of Christ! 
So the command to bear one another’s burdens is essentially to...

1. Walk in the new law of Christ-likeness 
Law of Christ might be a strange phrase to us, especially since so much of Galatians has been about how in the gospel the law is done away with, and anyone who seeks to be justified by obedience to the law has actually been severed from Christ and fallen away. 
So now when Paul says we should fulfill the law of Christ that might be confusing. 
But essentially what he means by fulfill the law of Christ is to live how Christ lived. 
· To love the Lord and to love others.
One commentator puts it like this:
The law, according to Paul, must be interpreted christocentrically, so that it comes to its intended completion and goal in Christ. The “law of Christ” is equivalent to the law of love (5:13–14), so that when believers carry the burdens of others, they behave as Christ did and fulfill his law. In this sense Christ’s life and death also become the paradigm, exemplification, and explanation of love.- Thomas Schreiner, Galatians (ZECNT), 360.
So very simply, to fulfill the law of Christ is to have the goal, character and mindset of Jesus which was to love God and others. 
Philippians 2:3–5 Do nothing from selfishness or empty conceit, but with humility of mind regard one another as more important than yourselves; 4 do not merely look out for your own personal interests, but also for the interests of others. 5 Have this attitude [mind] in yourselves which was also in Christ Jesus
Proud, conceited people don’t think about helping others because they are focused on themselves and their own burdens. They only think of others through the lens of, “can this person be of use to me, to help me with my burdens, or are they a burden.” A proud person is happy to use someone for their own benefit or discard and avoid someone for their own benefit. 
That’s not fulfilling the law of Christ. That’s not walking in freedom as Galatians 5:13-14 says...
Galatians 5:13–14 For you were called to freedom, brethren; only do not turn your freedom into an opportunity for the flesh, but through love serve one another. 14 For the whole Law is fulfilled in one word, in the statement, “YOU SHALL LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR AS YOURSELF.”
If you want to help bear the burdens of others and don’t know how let me give you just a couple ideas:
1) Let your ABF teacher, service pastor or deacon know. Those people often know of burdens that need other hands to help.
2) Here are some ways that you can be of help that is very practical....
a. Making meals...
b. Providing childcare...
c. Being able to offer rides to places for people who don’t have transportation or are physically limited...
d. Even just being willing to call and pray and check in on people...
e. Providing help with home maintenance, like plumbing, electrical, basic construction...to help people that are financially struggling and just helping do one small project for them might be a huge encouragement and help
If you are in need of help...please also being willing to humble yourself and ask.
· It can be hard to ask for help...because you’re admitting you can’t do it on your own.
Friends, that’s the gospel!
· We cannot do it on our own.
· That’s why we need a savior. That’s why we’re saved by grace and not works.
· That’s why God designed the church. Because we need help.
Can we all say that together...we need help! 
So if you need help, please reach out to your service pastor, deacon, or ABF teacher. We need to be looking out for ways we can help proactively, but we also can’t see or know everything! 
And 1 more thing...if you feel like you’d be a burden if you asked for help...
· You will be!
And that’s not a reason to not ask! What are we command to do what according to verse 2?! BEAR ONE ANOTHERS BURDENS!
The way to not be a HUGE BURDEN, is by asking for help before burdens become huge crises! 
· Getting help for your marriage early, as opposed to waiting until it’s out of control is much better and overall less of a burden!
· Getting help with parenting and how to raise your children is much wiser when they are little rather than waiting until they are in high school. 
Getting help with our burdens...which is not simply sin as we’ve already talked about, is always best when the burdens are smaller as opposed to letting them get much bigger. 


The ‘law of Christ’ is “the whole tradition of Jesus’ ethical teaching, confirmed by his character and conduct and reproduced within his people by the power of the Spirit.” – F. F. Bruce, Galatians (NIGTC), 261. 
Now, there is a warning that is connected to this second command, just as there was a warning connected with the first command.
Paul warns the Galatians and us to...
Beware of self-deception 
Psalm 36:1-2 – Transgression speaks to the wicked deep in his heart; there is no fear of God before his eyes. For he flatters himself in his own eyes that his iniquity cannot be found out and hated.
He says...Galatians 6:3 For if anyone thinks he is something when he is nothing, he deceives himself.
This is a bit of a cryptic phrase...at least it was for me years ago. I knew this was talking about pride and self-deception but years ago this just didn’t connect with me the way it does now after serving for 10 years at Restoration and as a pastor. It didn’t connect with how v.3 is connected to v.2 which it clearly is. How is the command to bear one another’s burdens connected with the pride of self-deceit? Someone thinking he is something when he is nothing? 
I think in 2 ways:
1) There are people who are proud...and conceited or boastful as Gal. 5:26 warns against. And their pride and self-deception lead them to think they are something when they are nothing. They view themselves as strong, and perhaps they are a loyal long-term member of the church that tithes and so forth...but they are not really involved at all in helping with the struggles and burdens of others. 
They are perhaps too concerned with themselves to really notice the struggles of others. Or you could so concerned with yourself that the struggles of others is actually something you find pleasure in because it puts you above them.
Here’s how one commentator put that struggle:
“Self-conceit is fatal for burden bearing because it turns us into judges rather than burden bearers.” – Todd Wilson, Galatians (PtW), 208.
Let me give you an example of how I had to work hard to kill this “thinking I’m something when I’m nothing” kind of judgmental pride. 
· I believe one of the gifts the Lord has given me is being able to discern people and situations well. I believe God granted me an ability to see issues and problems well. 
That certainly is valuable. Being able to see and understand problems is crucial to solving problems. And unfortunately, my wife was the main test ground for me growing in this area although I definitely haven’t arrived! 
· But there is way to point out an issue and a problem with no solutions...and in fact when solutions are suggested...since I’m so good at seeing issues and problems...I find a problem with the suggested solution to the original problem I pointed out.
Anyone know what I’m talking about? I remember years ago at a conference that Josh Greiner and I attended together he said, “I’m really good seeing problems and taking things apart that need to be torn down. I’m just not as good at building things back up.” 
· I laughed and thought...I can resonate with that. 
Here’s the point...to actually bear one another’s burdens you have to help! Simply pointing out burdens and speaking about burdens isn’t helping lift the load! Often it just focuses people’s attention on the burden they already knew they had and makes it heavier! Or perhaps you might point out a burden that someone didn’t know they had and now all they know is they have something heavy...that also is not helpful unless you can go further to actually helping them carry it! 
So that’s one kind of pride. The person that either thinks so individualistically of themselves that they are not even concerned or aware of the burdens of others or the judgmental pride of a person that sees burdens and can point them out but doesn’t do anything to really help.
2) A second kind of self-deceitful pride that thinks they are something when they are nothing is those who view themselves as immune from ever having those kinds of burdens themselves where they would really need help.
This plays itself out in all kinds of ways. But in general this is the kind of pride where someone thinks of themself as some sort of spiritual elite that only ever helps others but never needs help. 
Here’s one small example that maybe many of you can relate to of how God just reminds you of how weak and small and helpless you really are. 
· You’re thinking your really impressive and that you are so capable and then you just tweak your back doing something that should have never tweaked your back...where you reach across your desk for a pencil or your drying yourself off after getting out of the shower or you pulled your shoe off...something like that? And now your back is tweaked and you can’t twist or lift or do what you normally could...anyone know what I’m talking about? 
And then all of your boasting in how well you can keep up and do everything and don’t need help goes away...and now you are falling behind and need lots of help! 
Be on guard for self-deceit and pride that thinks your something when your not. If you are able—which you are if you’re in Christ!—to help bear the burdens of others, it’s not because your amazing. It’s because God’s grace and the Spirit at work in you! 
And that leads to command 3 which is closely connected to the command of bearing the burdens of others...we must...
Examine Your Own Work 
Galatians 6:4-5 – But each one must examine his own work, and then he will have reason for boasting in regard to himself alone, and not in regard to another. For each one will bear his own load.
These verse were even more cryptic to me than v.3 was. Anyone know what it’s like to love a couple a passage or a couple of verses but be really nervous by what’s around it because you don’t really understand it? 
So you think to yourself, if I point out this verse which would be so helpful to this person they might end up asking me about this verse and I’m not sure what I’d say so I better just stay away from the verse...Galatians 6:1-2 was that for me...great verses, but in the same paragraph you have v.3 and especially 4-5! 
Well, now I have to preach on it and I’m thankful for that because now I love this entire paragraph! 
So the basic command is to examine or test your own work, and if someone is willing to do that v.4 says, “then he will have reason for boasting in regard to himself alone and not in regard to another.” 
That’s interesting...if I obey the command to examine myself the result is I’ll boast in me and not another. 
· You say...I thought boasting and pride was bad? But the way Paul says it, he is making it sound like I should have boasting in myself...and also, what does it mean to boast in another? 
Before we answer that, let’s one of the points on the table... 
1. Comparison kills Spirit-filled community 
Part of what this verse is addressing is our fleshly desire to compare ourselves to others. 
· It works like this...I really view myself has super helpful and fulfilling the law of Christ by bearing the burdens of others...but then someone comes along who is better than you are! 
Perhaps you think you quite the helper and people come to you for advice, counsel and help. But then you start hearing that people you know are going to someone else for counsel and advice...and you get frustrated, hurt, or envious thinking, “Why didn’t they come to me?” I could have helped them. 
That’s an attitude that shows I’m not really concerned about people being helped, I’m concerned about being the person in the community/church/ABF that is seen as the “helper, counselor, etc.” 
· If I truly examine my work...that work will not pass the test of fulfilling the law of Christ! 
Another kind of comparison that kills spirit filled community is evaluating how helped the people are that come to you vs. those that go to another.
· This can play out within the church or could play out across churches...
For example...ABF teachers could examine their ABFs and think my people are really doing well...better than your people because I’m such a great teacher leader...or perhaps a counselor could stack up their successes and think, I’m a better counselor because look my counselees do better than your counselees...
Across churches, we could at Faith Church think (and I’m sure we have!) that people are helped so much more here than they would be at another church because we do this...
That kind of comparison is dangerous...we should examine ourselves...we should test our own work and that kind of testing should always result in...
Self-examination should result in humility 
Which you say...but Greg, Paul says that will result in boasting? You’re just twisting the text to say what is more comfortable to us as Christians...
Paul uses the same word for boasting 2 more times in chapter 6...
Galatians 6:13–14 For those who are circumcised do not even keep the Law themselves, but they desire to have you circumcised so that they may boast in your flesh. 14 But may it never be that I would boast, except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, through which the world has been crucified to me, and I to the world.
The boasting in v.4 is connected to the positive boasting in v.14. If you’re testing your work and seeing that it is actually passing for fulfilling the law of Christ, then you have reason to boast in yourself!
· But the in yourself is connected to the Spirit that is indwelling you...it’s connected to the miracle of the gospel that through cross of Jesus the world has been crucified to you and you to the world so that you can actually become more like Christ and truly love others! 
So the boasting in yourself turns out to be a boasting in the Lord and his grace that is at work in your life! The boasting in yourself turns out to be an exaltation and praise to the Lord for his grace at work in your life! 
What the false teachers are doing is, they are boasting in getting people to listen to them and follow them! That’s why Paul says, they want to boast in your flesh...in your circumcision. 
There are lots of examples of this, but two big name examples would be Mark Driscoll and James MacDonald...they both built massive churches...massive ministries. 
· But the number of people that follow or listen isn’t the test...we are to examine and test our own work...it’s our own character and growth in Christ-likeness that really matters! 
Don’t judge your own spirituality by how spiritually helped others are by you or how many listen to you. That’s not the genuine test of fulfilling the law of Christ and loving others. 
“Some consider Paul to be speaking in irony… In other words, no praise whatever shall be thine; because there is no man by whom the smallest portion of praise is really deserved… This is nothing more than an acknowledgment of Divine grace, which reflects no praise whatever on man, but excites him to give God the glory. Such a reason for glorying do the godly find in themselves; and they ascribe it, not to their own merits, but to the riches of the grace of God.” – John Calvin, Commentaries on the Epistles of Paul to the Galatians and Ephesians, 174–175.
As we’ve gone through this I hope one of the things that you’ve been thinking or feeling in this passage is the difficult balance of is the Christian life a community thing or is it an individual thing? 
· It’s heavily both!
I need help from others! But I also can’t blame my sin and problems on others if I don’t get the help I think I need. 
We have to hold onto both. I am individually responsible for my own walk with Jesus. No one else can do that for me. But I also need others to help me. It’s both!
And that should drive us to ask, “How can we walk that delicate balance?” 
· Not falling into the victim mentality of “I’d be doing better if I got the help I needed”?
· And not falling into the “I’m strong enough and don’t need anyone else because it’s me and Jesus”?
Here’s how...
Our dependence is on God and not others
This takes us right back to we must “walk by the Spirit.” The balance of walking the straight and narrow is a miracle of God! We are so, so, so dependent on God! And that’s a glorious place to be...that’s part of the good news of the gospel is that we need a savior that doesn’t just help us become a Christian, but a Savior who helps us continue and walk in the truth every day until we see him face to face! 
Let’s pray.  
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