Galatians 4:21-5:1  Children of the Promise – FN – Hutton
· Welcome Back [Transition from Worship]
· I hope that the truths of the gospel that we have been sharing in have impacted your heart to Prioritizing the Gospel.
· Have you found yourself having conversations in your head about a person you just interacted with and then working through, how you could share the gospel with them?  
· If that answer is yes, then I am rejoicing because that means you are thinking about the gospel more in your daily life.
· You are thinking more about Jesus, 
· Thinking more about his mercy and grace and how it changes your life
· But I also hope that some of those conversations are getting outside of your headspace and turning into you taking advantage of gospel opportunities.
· Last week Pastor Green spoke about how we develop Christ Followers Committed to the Gospel.
· And we saw the relational nature of gospel relationships, even as Paul was rebuking the Galatians, he remained right there with them, desiring to walk along with them to grow and he is pleading with them to consider what it is that now creating a separation, why their relationship has changed…
· Where is that sense of blessing that you had? Have I now become your enemy?  
· Paul is asking them to look at what has changed, because he is calling them back to the gospel that he had preached to them…
· He finished saying I wish I could be with you right now and change my tone, for I am perplexed about you.
· From that position of being perplexed, Paul moves to give them an illustration that He intends to help them come back,
· To leave the false gospel that has invaded their thinking
· And return to the true gospel of Jesus Christ alone, but instead of a harsh word, Paul begins teaching and using their own history to help them see what it means to be Children of the Promise.
· Please turn with me to the Letter to the Galatians…We will be continuing in Chapter 4 beginning at verse 21.
· Consider what it is that Paul is doing here…
· Have there been times in your life when someone who mattered to you, looked at a decision you just made and asked you – 
· Have you really thought that through?
· Maybe you were told about what seems to be a big opportunity, so you out of the blue, just quit your job, no savings, no plan, just an idea
· Have you really thought this through?
· Maybe it is signing a long-term contract without reading the fine print?
· Have you really thought this through…
· Maybe it is a significant change in the direction of your life because someone who sounded right when they talked to you, said you had previously had it all wrong…
· Have you really thought this through?
· That was Paul to the Galatians…
· He had shared the true gospel with them 
· and they had responded in faith 
· and the church was growing 
· and then Paul was needed elsewhere.
· This opened the door for the false teachers to come in teach a different gospel, one of Faith plus works.
· Paul was amazed that they were so easily swayed.
· So he asks them – Have you really thought this through?
· READ GAL 4:21-5:1
· Considering How Paul is answering his own question to the Galatians, I would like us to see 5 responses to our identity as Children of the Promise.
· The first being that we can 
I. Rejoice Because We Are Not Enslaved to a Cruel Taskmaster
· I would not say that rejoicing was the initial call Paul was making, but it can be for us as we are able to see the freedom that we have in the gospel today.
· But to the Galatians he said
Galatians 4:21-23 - Tell me, you who want to be under law, do you not listen to the law? For it is written that Abraham had two sons, one by the bondwoman and one by the free woman. But the son by the bondwoman was born according to the flesh, and the son by the free woman through the promise. 
· Paul’s first question is a key to all of our responses including our rejoicing
· What does it mean to be under the law?
· The false teachers who followed Paul tried to affirm Christ while adding the requirements of the law to include circumcision as a requirement for salvation and becoming a Christian.
· This is why he was perplexed with them 
· as they had not thought through all of the implications of the decisions that they had made since he left.
· If you want to be under the law, 
· do you really know all that it says and what it means for you? 
· They had not thought it through…
· And we can do the same today, not with circumcision, but with other actions in our lives…
· Do you struggle with how others think of you? 
· I am a Christian, I cannot be seen as falling short, my home, my family, my work…
· it all has to be perfect…
· yet you struggle because you are not…
· So you worry? Become depressed? Or you lash out at others in anger?
· Why?  Have you thought through 
· that it is because you have placed requirements or standards over you, 
· you who want to be under the law…
· But seeing their impaired vision, their flawed thinking…Paul goes on to help them think it through with a picture from Genesis
· Because…
A. Abraham’s sons help us see the pattern of two ways to live all throughout the scriptures
· To keep this simple – Let’s just say it like this
· Throughout Scriptures,
·  we will find that there are really only two ways to do things
· I can choose my way
· Or I can choose God’s way
· Before looking at Paul’s use of the story as an allegory, let’s try to understand the actual story.
· Abram was a wealthy man, blessed by God, yet He had no son, no heir to follow him, 
· when the Lord came to him in a vision, he asked, 
· O Lord, what shall you give me, for I am childless, and the heir of my house is Eliezer of Damascus. 
· In other words, not his son…
· It was at this time, that God promised Abram that he would have a son and that his descendants would number as the stars…
· Abram believed,
· But because his wife Sara was barren, and the years went by, Abram and Sara struggled to wait for the promise.
· And since Sara had not given Abram a son
· She gave him her maidservant, Hagar
· Oh that someone would have asked, have you really thought this through?
· Abram, agreed and conceived child with Hagar, 
· this would be Ishmael
· They did not wait on God 
· Abram said, I will do this my way
· And from day 1, Sara and Hagar were in conflict
· 13 years later, when Abram was 99, the Lord appeared to him again to establish His covenant with Abraham 
· And Abraham offered Ishmael as the solution – 
· O that Ismael might live before you…
· Or – “See God, I took care of the problem…”
· But God responded and said No, it will be Sarah who will bear you a son, 
· yes, 90 year old barren Sarah, 
· and you will call his name Isaac 
· and I will establish my covenant with him for an everlasting covenant for his descendants
· God said “No – My way is better.” 
· Now Paul chooses this story in Genesis to help explain the problem between the false gospel (my way), and the true gospel (God’s Way).
· Abraham had two sons
B. Ishmael was born “according to the flesh” (human effort)	 
· One Son born of the bondwoman, Hagar, 
· Ishmael was born, according to the flesh – 
· done my way – based the decisions and choices of Abraham and Sara, 
· not trusting and waiting for God.
· They had waited 15 years. God has not fulfilled his promise of a son.
· So Hagar was given to Abraham, this was not of her choice.  He was her Master, Sarah was her mistress, she was not free, she was under the law of her master
· Ishmael – born according to the flesh

C. Isaac was born “through promise” (God’s power) 
· The other by the free woman, Sarah, to whom Isaac was born based on the miraculous power of our Mighty God. Neither Abraham no Sarah can take any credit for Isaac’s miraculous birth
· So in these events we see the two ways in which we ultimately choose to live.
· Will we resort to human efforts to receive God’s promises
· Or will we choose to trust Him to do what He says that he is doing
· Paul is using this story to reflect that when we read and truly understand the law, 
· You will see that if you listen to the false teachers, choosing your own way you will be like the slave woman, like Hagar
· And if you know her story, you would see the pain and destruction that came as she was used, mistreated and cast out.
· But we no longer need t be enslaved and we can rejoice as we are set free from the cruel taskmasters of the law.
· See how Paul asked - You who want to be under the law, do you not listen to the law?
· Consider how Jesus spoke of the religious leaders whose sole focus was upon the law and our actions to uphold the law.
· Jesus describes the religious leaders as cruel taskmasters weight=ing donw the people with the law…
Matthew 23:1–4a -1 Then Jesus spoke to the crowds and to His disciples, 2 saying: “The scribes and the Pharisees have seated themselves in the chair of Moses; 3 therefore all that they tell you, do and observe, but do not do according to their deeds; for they say things and do not do them. 4 “They tie up heavy burdens and lay them on men’s shoulders… (Delete 4b on slide 8)
· The religious leaders placed all of the burden upon the people to live out the law in their own strength, something that we already know that we are unable to do.
· Any teacher who calls you to try to be good enough to earn God’s favor or do certain rituals to be accepted by God is seeking to enslave you…
· Have you really thought this through?
· Where obedience to the law is a requirement rather than a response, we are following the flesh and not trusting in grace.
· Paul wanted the Galatians to study God’s Word, thinking about Hagar, and what it means to seek God’s blessing in your own strength.
· The true gospel sets us free
· We no longer have cruel task masters to weigh us down with rules we can never fully obey…We are Children of the promise who have freedom to seek the Lord without the law hanging around our necks like a heavy weight  
· Instead
· We have the law of Christ, that flips the script and now in response to Christ’s work already completed, 
· He died in our place
· So that through Grace received
· We can choose to serve Him, obey Him and follow Him because of what He has done…
· It is no longer a burdensome law
· Instead he calls us to himself
Matt 11:28-30 “Come to Me, all who are weary and heavy-laden, and I will give you rest. Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For My yoke is easy and My burden is light.”
· Not a cruel task master
· Christ is one who is Gentle and Humble
· He is calling us to learn from Him, but with a burden that is light
· Because He has already carried our burden, 
· And he does not heap anything back upon us to condemn.
· Do you feel burdened?
· Do you feel weighed down feeling as though you could never be enough?
· Christ is offering to se you free from the enslavement to the law.
· Then as we rejoice, it also reminds us that we must 
II. Appreciate That We Have a Better Covenant
· Some people look at the story of Hagar, and they see that she is the victim, mistreated and cast away.
· And let’s be clear here – Hagar is the innocent victim, not sinless, but she did not choose her fate.
· And they are disturbed that Paul is painting Hagar in a negative light while Sarah, the unbelieving collaborator represents the positive…
· But Paul goes on to say 
Galatians 4:24-26 - This is allegorically speaking, for these women are two covenants: one proceeding from Mount Sinai bearing children who are to be slaves; she is Hagar. Now this Hagar is Mount Sinai in Arabia and corresponds to the present Jerusalem, for she is in slavery with her children. But the Jerusalem above is free; she is our mother. 
· Paul is saying – yes this is a true story, with moral and theological lessons – but for my purposes today – These things may be taken figuratively, 
· I want to use Hagar and Saarah as a symbolic illustration of grace and works, 
· As an illustration of a biblical truth…
· Paul is using this like John Bunyan does in Pilgrim’s Progress…
· The beautiful thing about Pilgrim’s progress is that it is super obvious what is going on…the meanings are not deeply hidden.	
· Christian is the main character with others called Evangelist, obstinate or pliable.
· Christian starts in the City of destruction and goes through the Slough of Despair with later stops at the Palace Beautiful or the Valley of humiliation while on the way to the Celestial City
· Not really any hidden meaning here…
· The challenge here is that our modern definition of allegory is a story that can be interpreted to reveal a hidden meaning. 
· Often this meaning is divorced from the historical context and can really mean whatever you want it to mean….
· That is not what Paul is doing
· What Paul is referring to here is a illustration, or a figurative example. 
· The story of Hagar is to call us to think about what it means to be under the law.
· Taken in this sense, 
· We can see that Hagar’s son represents seeking salvation, receipt of God’s promises, in our own strength.  That would be salvation by works, salvation by any means that depends upon me
· While Sarah represent relying on salvation based on God’s grace. It does not depend on me at all
· This whole section is seeking to encourage the readers to consider their identity…to think about what the bible actually teaches…
· if you trust Jesus by faith…you must…
A. Embrace your heavenly identity as a free citizen of the new Jerusalem
· Under the law, under the Old Covenant, the law leaves us in a position to always remain under the law, because we are incapable of fulfilling it
· We will always fall short…we will always need to work harder to try and reach the goal of salvation.
· But no matter how hard you work, no matter how good you are…
· It would be like trying to finish a marathon, but you always found yourself finishing halfway.
· You can never finish a race where you always end short of the finish line.
· But the New Covenant changes all of that
· Because it is about what Christ ash done
· Perfectly fulfilling the law in our place
· He is able to perfectly finish the race
· But he does not leave us out on the race course
· He comes back
· And now he takes the penalty we deserve so that we too can finish the race
· Thus He establishes a New and better covenant as we studie last year in Hebrews
Hebrews 8:6 - But now He has obtained a more excellent ministry, by as much as He is also the mediator of a better covenant, which has been enacted on better promises. 
· The law condemns you, 
· shows you that you have not finished the race
· it shows you that you could never finish on your own
· But the New Covenant is the promise that frees you from that condemnation.
· It frees you from the slavery to the law.
· Paul is showing this by contrasting two people, or more importantly two ways and connecting them to two places.
· Mount Sinai contracted with Mount Zion
· Present Jerusalem with the promised heavenly Jerusalem
· The represent Jerusalem was not a place of freedom
· It was under Roman occupation, under the authority of another nation
· There was also no freedom in their religion as the leaders in Jerusalem sought to enforce the law
· So Paul connects the present Jerusalem to Mount Sinai
· The location where Moses received the law…
· But notice how Paul also pojnt sout that Mount Sinai is in Arabia…
· Why would that matter?
· That would be the home of the descendants of Ismael, the son of Hagar
· So by connecting the law with Hagar, Paul is connecting the law with slavery
· If you place yourself under the law
· You enslave yourself to the law
· Why is all of this important?
· Again, if we consider that there are two ways…
· My Way and God’s Way
· By my strength, my flesh as compared to faith
· Choosing faith can only happen if we appreciate that we have a better covenant and embrace our heavenly identity as a free citizen of a New Jerusalem 
· But Paul’s goal is not just to compare grace v. works, he also wants to show us another depth of the beauty of the gospel…
· That there is grace to the barren 
· which should cause us to 
III. Focus on Spiritual Reproduction
· Paul continues in order to show us that this is not just about his allegory, but is a truth that flows through Scripture.
· Paul quotes Isaiah 54 when he writes
Galatians 4:27 - For it is written, “Rejoice, barren woman who does not bear; break forth and shout, you who are not in labor; for more numerous are the children of the desolate than of the one who has a husband.”
· Isaiah was speaking of a barren widow at the gates of Jerusalem with no husband and no children to care for her.
· While the nation of Israel had been exiled
· The Lord tells her to rejoice, for her descendants will possess the nations and resettle thee desolate cities…
· Moreover, she was being told that the shame of her widowhood, her barrenness would be remembered no more.
· For your husband is your Maker, whose name is the Lord of Hosts
· Paul is connecting all of this that we might see that God’s plan is being accomplished through those who could not possibly contribute anything
· Isaac being born to the barren Sarah…
· Points forward to God’s plan to bring forth His son from the womb of the virgin, who like Sarah had no expectation of being pregnant
· And through that Son – all the nations would be blessed.
· So the point is that 
A. Scripture calls us to rejoice as we share our faith and more are reborn as new creations in Christ
· Our rebirth is has a purpose that we too would go on to point others to Christ, to share the gospel and teach them to see that God’s way is the path to blessings.
· 1 Corinthians 4:15 
· This is why we called to share the good news that we have received.
2 Cor 5:17-19  Therefore if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creature; the old things passed away; behold, new things have come. Now all these things are from God, who reconciled us to Himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation, namely, that God was in Christ reconciling the world to Himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and He has committed to us the word of reconciliation.
· Yes, we believe that Salvation is by grace through faith alone
· Yes we believe that our salvation in Christ is the work of God and we can contribute nothing as He works to reconcile the world to himself
· Yet He has given us a purpose and He has given us all that we need…
· The word of reconciliation
· That is the gospel truth itself and He has given it to us to use for His glory.
· Tim Keller tells the story of a church in NY…Its origin is from a German woman 80 years ago who taught a Bible Study.  At her study the word of reconciliation brought salvation to and reconciliation between God and 2 women from Harlem.
· There women asked the first to begin a ministry in Harlem.
· Now the German woman was engaged to be married and her fiancé was completely against her doing this ministry in Harlem.  In fact, he told her that if she continued, he would call off the wedding.
· She agonized btweeen the call from God and her desire to be married.
· It was the passage in Isaiah 54, quoted here in Galatians that impacted her
· “more numerous are the children of the desolate than of the one who has a husband.”
· She followed God’s call, lost her fiancé and a new church was born which today is Bethel Gospel Church in Harlem.
· She had and has had far more spiritual children that the physical ones she may have had in marriage.
· We need to remember our calling from God as well…
Matthew 28:19–20 -19 “Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all that I commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.” 
· When we receive the gospel truth, 
· When we receive the free gift of grace for salvation in Christ alone
· We are also given a task, a ministry
· And the goal of that ministry is to bear spiritual fruit, 
· to make more disciples
· and that will be something to rejoice over
· But I also recognize that in this world, there are still many pressures pushing back on us, that to boldly share the gospel does not always come  as quickly as we might like…
· So I would like us to help one another…
· This is why I am inviting you to join me for the next 2 Saturday mornings
· Men, Women, Teens anyone who wants to join us.
· We will meet at 9 am right here in the Northworks area on the other side of the lobby.
· The first Saturday, we are going to start by helping each of you to craft your testimony.
· There are no boring testimonies when Jesus is the one at work.
· We will work to craft how your testimony can be shared in 30 sec, 2 min or longer if you have more time with someone.
· And we will practice sharing the gospel with one another.
· In week two, we are going to learn two to three tools for how to share the gospel in simple ways and again, we will practice with each other.
· I recommend bringing your laptop or whatever device you might use as I would like to introduce you to some tools that will help you continue to grow after these two seminars…
· As a last enticement – since we are starting at 9 am, I will invite you to join me beforehand – I plan on having breakfast in the Café’ at 8 am and Kathy and I would enjoy the company.
· Now, As we rejoice that we are no longer enslaved to the law, living under a new and better covenant with a purpose and goal of spiritual reproduction
· We need to also…
IV. Recognize the True Conflict In Order to Endure Persecution
· The Galatians were facing spiritual pressures, with false teachers pushing them to listen and follow their false gospel
· Thought thys did not call it a false gospel, they pushed to add to Paul’s teaching
· And the Galatians had to decide – Who would they listen to?
· But if they did not agree, they would be called out, declared to not truly be following Jesus and as more and more began to believe the lies, it got harder and harder to stand alone.
· Would they allow themselves to go back and become slaves to the law again…
· Or choose freedom in Christ?
· What we see and can know from our passage today, is that when we are born of the promise, those who remain under the law will persecute you  
Galatians 4:28-29 - And you brethren, like Isaac, are children of promise. But as at that time he who was born according to the flesh persecuted him who was born according to the Spirit, so it is now also. 
· Paul is drawing a lesson here from Ishmael and Isaac.
· We may think that the greatest barrier to the gospel is our culture and those who have flat out rejected Jesus.
· But Paul wants us to keep our eyes open
· He is saying that the children of the slave – those seeking salvation through the law and obedience, will always persecute the children of the free woman, those who enjoy salvation by grace alone.
· Why?
· Because eth gospel is more threatening to religious people than to non-religious people
· Religious people walk upon an uncertain foundation and will push back on anything that threatens them
· That insecurity makes them hostile to the gospel, because the gospel reminds them that their best deeds are useless before God.
· Paul warned Timothy that in the last days, difficult times will come…
· Why?
· Because men who loved themselves and their own way, their own path to salvation because they oppose the truth and rejected faith.
· And though the conflict is illustrated as conflict between two men, 
· It is about something greater
A. The ongoing conflict between exalting mankind and exalting the promises of the Lord
· Take a look at Ephesians 6
Ephesians 6:12 -12 For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the powers, against the world forces of this darkness, against the spiritual forces of wickedness in the heavenly places. 
· There is a spiritual battle ongoing that is actively seeking to deceive and convince people of works based righteousness…
· And this will always lead to conflict for those who area willing to stand firm… 
· steadfast and immovable upon the truth as I described on Easter Sunday
· But we can know that we will always find victory, 
· Not in the debate with your co-worker
· It is not even guaranteed when we share the gospel with the unbeliever
· But we have victory because we are heirs to the promises and the promise includes that Abraham’s true descendants will be as numerous as the stars
· And in the assured hope of victory, Paul calls us to action…
· In ourt last few verses today, Paul closes his illustration and tells us what it means for us so that we might
V. Turn Away From Works-Based Salvation and Hold Fast to Your Inheritance
· Closing the illustration…
Galatians 4:30-5:1 - But what does the Scripture say? “Cast out the bondwoman and her son, for the son of the bondwoman shall not be an heir with the son of the free woman.” So then, brethren, we are not children of a bondwoman, but of the free woman. It was for freedom that Christ set us free; therefore keep standing firm and do not be subject again to a yoke of slavery. 
· By the n=bondswoman and her son, we mean any who would choose to place themselves under the enslavement to the law…
· And that meant to 
A. Cast out false teachers and man centered works-based righteousness that enslaves
· The point is that these world views cannot coexist
· You cannot claim salvation by grace alone, through faith alone
· While at the same time adding any requirements
· Paul was addressing the question of circumcision, 
· But today we need to look at requirements added by some churches
· You must be baptized before you are saved…
· You must exhibit speaking in tongues before you are saved
· Or things less controversial – requirements after you have been saved…
· You must dress a certain way
· Listen to certain music
· School your children in a certain way.
· When anything becomes a requirement of or after salvation, we must cast out any view that is man-centered or works based.
· Paul was so serious about this from the beginning that we saw it in chapter 1…
Galatians 1:8-9 - But even if we, or an angel from heaven, should preach to you a gospel contrary to what we have preached to you, he is to be accursed! As we have said before, so I say again now, if any man is preaching to you a gospel contrary to what you received, he is to be accursed! 
· We are warned all through Scripture about false teachers
· Cast them out
· And then because of our faith in Christ and belief in the Resurrection. 
· We are called to
B. Stand firm and embrace freedom and our inheritance that allows us to live for Christ
· 2 Thessalonians 2:15-17 - 
· Chapter 5 begins with tremendous hope
· Our freedom was also not of ourselves.
· We cannot claim the jail break
· We cannot claim to even have fulfilled our sentence
· It is Christ who sets us free
· And in the gospel of John, Jesus says that if the Son sets you free, you are free in deed.
· And it is that freedom that calls us to stand firm…
· What does that mean – to be steadfast immoveable based on the truth of scripture.
· That we would build our house upon a firm foundation, proclaiming that Jesus Christ is Lord and Savior, and that house will be able to withstand the storms, it will stand up to the attacks, it will endure the persecution when we stand firm
· And knowing that our house will not fall, 
· We are able to embrace the freedom to live for Christ.
· I no longer need to expend my energy trying to prove myself.
· I no longer need to expend the effort to  defend my freedom
· For it was for freedom that Christ set us free
· Join me as we pray and rejoice in our freedom

PRAY


