How to Enjoy Your Call to Freedom - Galatians 5:13–15 – FE FOLDEN
What is your favorite animal?
Would you like to live with them…those who said, dogs, cats you are like I am…they are great…Those who said…Cougar, jaguar, grizzly bear? Would you want to live with them?
Of course not…One of the most interesting and disturbing documentaries is called Grizzly Man, which is about a man named Timothy Treadwell who thought himself to be an advocate for grizzly bears and he went to live among them in Katmai National Park Alaska …and for 12 summers he interacted with bears and survived, believing he had built trust with them …however he usually only stayed through summer…but on his 13th visit in 2003…he and his girlfriend stayed past the summer season and into October where food is more scarce and the bears get more aggressive preparing for winter….and a grizzly bear killed and partially ate Timothy and his girlfriend Amie Huguenard. It is a sober reminder of how wild animals function in nature.
We domesticate and train animals by giving them food…so The idea that a human can tame a wild animal, and the wild animal is somehow going to deny its base instinct for hunger to provide for themselves is something we understand in theory…if I let a hungry lion out of his cage at the zoo…he is not going to do tricks for you… …he is going to bit and devour you. An animal is going to function according to its natural desires.
When we think about this next passage in Galatians…we are going to see that freedom, true freedom is so that we can function how God has created us to function…to be Free to live as a human made in God’s image as we were designed to live…and not to live like a wild animal where we do what serves ourselves.
The Gospel sets us free…
Galatians 5:1 -1 It was for freedom that Christ set us free; therefore keep standing firm and do not be subject again to a yoke of slavery. 
We often emphasize how bad legalism is…how bad it is to bast in your ability to keep the law…but the other side of the ditch is lawlessness, or the big fancy word is licentiousness…basically I think about it as having license to do something….liek getting your drivers license… when you get your license, you are free to drive…but just because you have your license and you are free to drive…that does not mean you can drive on whatever side of the street you feel like….that leads to chao and destruction…. So we must understand freedom rightly so that as we turn away from legalism…we don’t overcorrect and go into the other ditch of being enslaved by our own desires…like an animal.
Paul reiterated their calling to freedom ….
Galatians 5:13 - "For you were called to freedom, brethren..."
Paul is saying I wish these false teachers who are seeking to enslave you would be cut off…and I wish you as my brothers would come together as family and embrace what freedom in Christ is really all about…
Freedom is a big focus in the book of Galatians so today we are going to consider…How to Enjoy Your Call to Freedom 
Please turn in your bibles to Gal 5:13-15
Galatians 5:13–15 -13 For you were called to freedom, brethren; only do not turn your freedom into an opportunity for the flesh, but through love serve one another. 14 For the whole Law is fulfilled in one word, in the statement, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 15 But if you bite and devour one another, take care that you are not consumed by one another. 
Today lets look at….
3 critical ways to Enjoy Your Freedom in Christ 
1. Don't Use Your Freedom for the Flesh
Galatians 5:13 -13 For you were called to freedom, brethren; only do not turn your freedom into an opportunity for the flesh, … 
We need to consider what this freedom is…and how we can misuse freedom. A key takeaway today is that You can misuse freedom.
Freedom is about not begin encumbered so that we can actually function how God designed us to function. 
You ever try to golf, or play basketball and you have an old shirt on and it is too tight, and it bugs you…I can’t stand it when my shirt that is too tight, and you can’t really move your arms…just imagine you are trying on some old clothes, it is spring cleaning…and you put on an old shirt that is too tight…and then a light bulb goes out…and you get a new lightbulb, you go to change the bulb but you can’t fully stretch out and put the new bulb in…you take off the old shirt and you can reach the light bulb…well…consider how silly it would be to say, oh that is so much better…and you just start throwing light bulbs all over your room….your wife comes in and says what are you doing…are you say…look at the free range of motion I have…I can throw these light bulbs so fast and so accurately…
This freedom is not freedom to do whatever I want…it is freedom to live out my actual purpose.
However we can use freedom in a way it was not designed….when the text says an opportunity for the flesh….the word opportunity means a spring board or a base camp…it is the platform that allows you to do other things. 
You set up basecamp so you can get everything ready and then from basecamp climb the mountain. But you can setup base camp and do other things…you could setup basecamp and then just play corn hole all day…you can setup basecamp and then just relax and eat food and never climb the mountain….but that is not what the basecamp was for…
Thus far in Galatians we have emphasize what it looks like to be under the law…you are under obligation to fulfill the whole law. The law is likened to a yoke of slavery. You can’t just pick and choose which parts of the law you want to follow…if you take part of the law like circumcision…you are under obligation to the whole law. So freedom from that way of living is incredibly good…but just like false teachers can twist the purpose of the law…so can our sinful nature twist the purpose of freedom…
So then if the Galatians are going to embrace the genuine gospel and justification by faith…they have to think rightly about freedom as well as the law…and we must admit it is possible to embrace the freedom we have in Christ and then misuse it to satisfy our flesh.
The word flesh is one of those biblical words that can mean a lot of different things in different contexts…
Flesh can mean human life, flesh can mean our physical body like Gal 2:20, but through Galatians chapters 5 and 6 it tends to be used as an ethical term that emphasizes our sinful nature where we focus on our own will, our fleshly or self focused desires…for living for ourselves rather than for bearing the image of God …our flesh would be more like an animal where my safety, my food, my protection is the most important things…in essence my flesh is about doing whatever I feel is best for me in any given moment….and that is how an animal acts…
Your dog does not care how long it took you to make that sandwich, or that you used the last bun…he is going to eat it with absolutely no remorse…He does not care if you had a long day…he is going to put his nose under your hand and flick your hand onto his head when he feel like he needs to be pet.
We are free to not function like an animal…and not function like we did before Christ…to not function according to the flesh…but to put to death our selfish desires…
If you place yourself under the law…you are under obligation to keep the whole law, all the time…but if you have been freed from the Law…that does not mean you are now under obligation to your own desires…to now do whatever you feel like doing…
That is what Paul says in…
Romans 8:12–13 -12 So then, brethren, we are under obligation, not to the flesh, to live according to the flesh— 13 for if you are living according to the flesh, you must die; but if by the Spirit you are putting to death the deeds of the body, you will live. 
Or consider…
Romans 13:14 -14 But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh in regard to its lusts. 
When you put on Christ through faith...He takes on the curse of the law in your place and you receive his righteous standing before God…but when you put on Christ…you also are saying…I am going to live for you…and not for my own desires… 
just sa we read in Galatians 2:20 -20 “I have been crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself up for me. 
Sometimes people have a view of God’s grace that it gives license to live however you want…and that is not an accurate view of grace or of the Gospel…or of the Lord Jesus Christ who is your savior…but he is also your Lord, your master…the one you want to serve…because he first served you at the cross.
Think about the freedom you have when you get into a conflict….When you get in an argument with your spouse…or you are in a disagreement with your kids, or a co-worker…and you start getting upset…and you begin to say something unkind…the police are not going to come if you blame shift. They are not going to come if you minimize your part and your sin. They are not going to come if you lie. They are not going to come if you raise your voice and speak in a condescending tone. You are free to act like that and no one ois gogin to put you in jail…they are not going to put you in handcuffs for begin a jerk…but if you have been set free from living for yourself…and your natural desire is to lash out if someone wrongs you or balm shift and lie if your have done something wrong…if you are in Christ…you do not have to act according to your flesh…you have been freed from not only the law…but also from your own natural desires to simply live for yourself and do whatever you feel like doing.
The next time you want to say something snarky, have the last word, twist the truth a bit to make yourself look better or win an argument…say to yourself…that I not what Jesus died for…that is not freedom…I am free to deny my flesh, not give into my flesh.
Matthew 16:24 -24 Then Jesus said to His disciples, “If anyone wishes to come after Me, he must deny himself, and take up his cross and follow Me. 
In Christ, we have the freedom to deny ourselves…we are free to not only turn away from trying to earn salvation through works based righteousness…but we are also free to say no to ourselves, and submit ourselves to the Lord Jesus Christ…
Our culture needs a whole lot more of people saying no to themselves…and the church should be filled with people who don’t misuse their freedom.
Ask your kids, ask yourself, talk with a friend…how many times last week did you deny yourself…verses how many times did you give into your flesh…We can’t be afraid to look at that and be honest about it…if we are not under the curse of the law…there is not condemnation…we can be honest about the times we misuse our freedom…and that allows us to change and grow and use our freedom properly.
Here we are warned to not misuse our freedom, to not have a view of grace that erroneously believes, Jesus died for me, I am saved…so I can not do whatever I want…that misunderstands the freedom we have in Christ…he set us free for a specific purpose…we are free to live not for ourselves, but for him…
and that means to…live for him means to…
1. Serve One Another through Love
Galatians 5:13b–14 -…but through love serve one another. 14 For the whole Law is fulfilled in one word, in the statement, “YOU SHALL LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR AS YOURSELF.” 
Paul is addressing the false teachers who have been pointing to the law of moses and using it to distress and enslave people…and Paul says the whole law is fulfilled or summed up in one word, or one commandment…love your neighbor as yourself. If you love your neighbor, you are not going to hurt them, not going to gossip about them, not long for their stuff and try to find a way to steal it or defraud them of it…
if you really care about your neighbors, you don’t need the police to come and check on you, bc are so busy doing good for them, there are no laws being broken…
I watched a video recently of a guy who goes around to yards that are severely not maintained…and there was an elderly ladies house…she was 95 years old…and this guys makes videos where he cleans up their properly for free (I’m sure he makes money posting the videos, but he does this for free)….and the neighbors called the police bc he was doing this…maybe making noise serving this 95 year old lady…the police officer came…the elderly lady affirmed it was ok for him to do it…and the police officer said good job way to go, keep it up….he was loving and serving his neighbor and it was like the furthest things away from a law being broken…there is no law against loving your neighbor…bc loving your neighbor is doing good to them…and the law is about revealing when someone is not doing good to others.
in contrast the false teachers are not teaching the law accurately and the way they are interacting with the churches in Galatia is causing division, distress and it is not loving or serving anyone…it is in fact serving themselves.
The flesh is focused on self… love is focused on others. Jesus loved you, sacrificed Himself for you…so that you can love God and love others….
2 Corinthians 5:14–15 -14 For the love of Christ controls us, having concluded this, that one died for all, therefore all died; 15 and He died for all, so that they who live might no longer live for themselves, but for Him who died and rose again on their behalf. 
The flesh focuses on self …the spirit working in you causes you to focus on serving others.
Ask yourself…do people I live and work with…do they have evidence that I love them…Do I put them first…or do I use them. Would other people testify in a courtroom…this person loves people…they are always look for opportunities not to get what they want, but constantly looking for opportunities to serve others….
We are free to ask these questions about ourselves…Ask yourself this past week, this past month…how many examples could others point to where they said…that was really loving…and if you experience this…it is good to acknowledge someone who is loving in a way that is Christlike…it is good to respond and say…
I really felt like you cared about me when you took responsibility for the project we were working on not going well..or you cancelled your plans to do what you thought I would really like….you called to check on me and you didn’t have to do that….or even though you were tired, you cleaned up the kitchen…or you really listened when we worked through the conflict and I can see you are really taking it seriously and seeking to change, or how you are beign honest about things…or you went out of your way to ask me about my day and then really listen and not just think about what you wanted.….
as a follower of Christ…a genuine follower of Christ…loving others in tangible ways should be normative…not perfect, but normal…that is one of the indicators that communicates to people that we know Jesus Christ… 
it should be evident that we use our freedom different than other people. Not to earn our way to heaven…not to simply get the praise of man, not to just feel good about ourselves…but because the love of Christ has impacted the core of our identity and Christ lives in me and that is evident to everyone who is around me for any length of time…and the life I live, I no longer live for myself…I live for the son of God who loved me and gave himself up for me…and now I give myself up for others in His name…
Paul uses an interesting phrase…don’t turn your freedom into an opportunity for the flesh, but through love serve one another…
The word serve is the verb form of the word Doulos…or slave…it is similar to what Paul says in Romans 6, that sin shall not be master over you, for you are not under law, but under grace…in other words, you still have a master…you still have something over you controlling you…the Love of Christ is to control you…he says in Rom 6:18 you have been freed from sin so that you can be a salve of righteousness…
Mark 10:42–45 -42 Calling them to Himself, Jesus said to them, “You know that those who are recognized as rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them; and their great men exercise authority over them. 43 “But it is not this way among you, but whoever wishes to become great among you shall be your servant; 44 and whoever wishes to be first among you shall be slave of all. 45 “For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for many.” 
So when we think of our freedom…we are not a slave to anyone…we are not a bond servant to anyone where they can tell us what we must do to be righteous….we are not under the law…but followers of Christ are to have the posture that in Christ I am not a slave to anyone…but I am to be a servant to everyone…
In other words, because of what Christ has done for me…how he has served me and freed me from sin and death…I want to serve everyone else in His name…I want to serve you and you and you…I want to view myself as a servant…not someone who has been captured and enslaved by wicked people and forced to do something against my will, but I have been captured and I am governed by the love of Christ….and He is my master and I want to willingly of my own volition serve others and consider other people more important than myself…because it points them to the love of Christ.
Philippians 2:1–4 -1 Therefore if there is any encouragement in Christ, if there is any consolation of love, if there is any fellowship of the Spirit, if any affection and compassion, 2 make my joy complete by being of the same mind, maintaining the same love, united in spirit, intent on one purpose. 3 Do nothing from selfishness or empty conceit, but with humility of mind regard one another as more important than yourselves; 4 do not merely look out for your own personal interests, but also for the interests of others. 
The gospel is the only thing that will allow you to have such a humble view of yourself and other people so that you want to place yourself under them and serve them in a loving way…
Martin Llopd Jones in his work on the sermon on the Mount describes the core of loving your neighbor and why it is so importantly connected to the Gospel and our sinful nature…he said this talking about our neighbors…
We see them now, no longer as hateful people who are trying to rob us of our rights, or trying to beat us in the race for money, or position or fame; we see them, as we see ourselves, as the victims of sin and of Satan, as the dupes of “the god of this world,” as fellow-creatures who are under the wrath of God and hell-bound. We have an entirely new view of them. We see them to be exactly as we are ourselves, and we are both in a terrible predicament. And we can do nothing; but both of us together must run to Christ and avail ourselves of his wonderful grace. We begin to enjoy it together and we want to share it together. That is how it works. It is the only way whereby we can ever do unto others as we would that they should do unto us. It is when we are really loving our neighbor as ourselves because we have been delivered from the thralldom of self, that we begin to enjoy “the glorious liberty of the children of God. D. M. Lloyd-Jones, Studies in the Sermon on the Mount (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1991), 2:214–15.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  George, T. (1994). Galatians (Vol. 30). Broadman & Holman Publishers.] 

When a church functions like that, and is not arguing amongst themselves and not enticed and spurred on by false teachers…it is a beautiful and life giving organism that builds itself up in love….but the opposite is devastating when freedom is misused…so we are warned to…
1. Watch Out That You Don't Devour One Another
Galatians 5:15 -15 But if you bite and devour one another, take care that you are not consumed by one another. 

The psalms talks about evil doers like cannibals…

Psalm 27:2 -2 When evildoers came upon me to devour my flesh, My adversaries and my enemies, they stumbled and fell. 

People who are opposed to you as if they are going to devour your flesh like an animal.

That is not what it is supposed to be like in the church of the living God…this is not what it is to be like in our marriages, or in our families…if you live for yourself, and enough people start to do that…you start to function like animals in the wild…everyone out for themselves, making sure you get what you want at the expense of others. This is what false teachers produce…

False teachers tend to use the world of God to seek to get what they want…

Matthew 7:15 -15 “Beware of the false prophets, who come to you in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly are ravenous wolves. 

Titus 1:10–14 -10 For there are many rebellious men, empty talkers and deceivers, especially those of the circumcision, 11 who must be silenced because they are upsetting whole families, teaching things they should not teach for the sake of sordid gain. 12 One of themselves, a prophet of their own, said, “Cretans are always liars, evil beasts, lazy gluttons.” 13 This testimony is true. For this reason reprove them severely so that they may be sound in the faith, 14 not paying attention to Jewish myths and commandments of men who turn away from the truth. 

Part of our job as pastors is to protect the flock and rebuke false teaching in a clear and definitive way…in addition to that one of the best ways to protect the flock is to help all of us focus on how to use our freedom rightly…so we are so focused on loving and serving each other…that false teaching that is man centered stands out like a sore a thumb..

What we seek to guard the flock from is false teachers who use the bible to entice you to focus on getting everything what you want….rather than giving your whole heart and your whole life to the Lord.

False teachers tend to be very charismatic, persuasive with their words, but they really just want you to buy them a jet.

Its really hard when they use the bible…I think that is why it is so important to be connected to a local church where you can see the lives of the people you serve with…you can see the fruit of the teaching…the fruit of the spirit.

The danger for the Galatian church is that they have these false teachers, and everyone is dividing up and arguing with each other and looking to the law to protect and exalt themselves….there is a real concern the church is going to be destroyed from within because of pride and legalism.

But I am not saying we can never confront each other, or stimulate each other to love and good deeds… I am not saying we shouldn’t live in a way where we walk in the light together and have Christ centered fellowship….

What I am saying is if we are not using our freedom to love and serve each other…it is very easy to be critical of each other, hold each to a man focused standard that we can’t even measure up to…to start to focus on how other people are not doing a good enough job in our eyes…how they are not measuring up to the standard of what I like and what serves me best….we can even use the bible to have that posture. We can then tear each other apart like grizzly bears…

If we function in our marriages with a focus on what have you done for me lately….we will bite and devour each other….if our friendships in the church are all about one upping each other…eventually we will seek to tear each other down…

But if we embrace the freedom we have in Christ…and we have the normal posture of how can I love and serve you….the body will build itself up in love….and head of the body, Christ… will be exalted.

Lets pray
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