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Prioritizing the Gospel
How to Enjoy Your Call to Freedom
Galatians 5:13-15


We’re continuing our series through the book of Galatians. We’ve emphasized this year that we want to Prioritize the Gospel – we’ve chosen to give you an exposition through the book of Galatians.  

The Second Paragraph of our Declaration of Independence of 1776 – reads this way

“We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness. That to secure these rights, Governments are instituted among Men, deriving their just powers from the consent of the governed, --That whenever any Form of Government becomes destructive of these ends, it is the Right of the People to alter or to abolish it, and to institute new Government, laying its foundation on such principles and organizing its powers in such form, as to them shall seem most likely to effect their Safety and Happiness.”

We Americans love our lives. We love our liberty, and we love our pursuit of happiness – we love individual liberty afforded to us. 

Because of the fall however, the dispositions of our heart can have a tendency to take things too far. We want to see just how far our freedoms can go. So what do we do?

Well, we ask for more and more freedom, the degree to which we want to do what we please, even if those freedoms encroach into areas in which God has forbidden. 

And what ends up happening is that many people become addicted to things like sexual immorality, drugs and alcohol, vile passion, and other vices that have  now enslaved them. 

Our country has so pushed the envelope on libertine freedoms that Judges 17:6 cries out from the ground – “In those days there was no king in Israel; every man did what was right in his own eyes.”

Jesus said in John 8:34 - Jesus answered them, 

John 8:34 “Truly, truly, I say to you, everyone who commits sin is the slave of sin. 35 The slave does not remain in the house forever; the son does remain forever. 36 So if the Son makes you free, you will be free indeed.”

What did Jesus mean by this? Surely, our Lord wasn’t advocating that when a person is saved by faith alone, that we are free to live however we want to live, especially when it comes to sinful self-indulgences. No. 

What our Lord refers to is that when a person turns to Christ by faith, Christ then turns around and “breaks the power of cancelled sin, and sets the prisoner free,” in the sense that sins power over a person’s life has now been broken – it’s cancelled. It has no more dominion over a person’s life who has come to saving faith in Christ alone (1 John 3:8)

In other words, Jesus Christ came to earth to break Satan's power, undo the effects of sin, and free believers from its control. 

In the book of Galatians, the Apostle Paul echoes that inspired sentiment to the Galatians, but under a different context –  
Galatians 5:1 “It was for freedom that Christ set us free; therefore keep standing firm and do not be subject again to a yoke of slavery.” 
The struggle that the Galatians were having wasn’t antinomianism. It wasn’t do what I want to do, or say what I want to say, or live however I want to live. No. 
Their struggle was law keeping! False teachers had come into the church and were espousing the fact that saving faith in Jesus meant maintaining the Law in some way. 
That is why Paul had to vociferously defend justification by faith alone in chapters 1-2, and then he had to re-explain it in chapters 3-4. 
Finally he had to apply it in chapters 5-6. 
Let’s turn to Galatians 5:13-15 – we’ve titled our sermon How to Enjoy Your Call to Freedom
Read – This is the Word of God.
Notice what he said in…
Galatians 5:13 “For you were called to freedom, brethren...” 
God has called all believers to freedom in the sense that they are free from trying to satisfy the demands of the law. 
There are two extremes that we as followers of Christ need to avoid
· Legalism. Is the insistence that a person is accepted by God on the basis of his law keeping. It teaches that we are declared righteous before God through our own observance of either God’s law or man-made rules and regulations. 

· Antinomianism. Says that there are no moral laws that Christians are expected to obey. This view takes Christian freedoms to unbiblical conclusions, and permits immoral behavior. 

So Paul is saying

· Yes, the Christian has been liberated from the Law, on the basis of Christ work on the Cross. And where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty. 

· At the same time, we cannot live however we want to live. We cannot indulge the flesh. 

It’s one thing to have liberty, it’s quite another thing to be a libertine! The Apostle Paul is teaching God’s people to avoid either extremes. 

So in this sermon, I want us to see…
3 critical ways to enjoy your freedom in Christ 
Let’s start with the first point of our outline. This message is primarily for Christians…
I. Don't Use Your Freedom for the Flesh
Note what Paul said in verse 13 – 
Galatians 5:13 “For you were called to freedom, brethren; only do not turn your freedom into an opportunity for the flesh…” 
I just want to point out a few things, beginning with the word “opportunity” - ἀφορμή in the Greek. It refers to a base of operations out of which attacks are made. 
Now, here comes the application: 
· Do not use your Christian liberty as a base of operations to carry out a campaign of sin in your life. 

· Do not use your Christian liberty to pander your own evil. 
We have to be wise and circumspect with the freedom we have in Christ. 
Now, Paul is saying this because he is being accused by the false teachers of promoting some kind of antinomianism. 
That’s not what he’s doing at all. All he is doing it defending justification by faith alone, while at the same time saying that our freedom from the law does not also mean we are free to do whatever we want to do. 
In fact, we can actually do what our Lord wants us to do because we love him and we want to carry out his work in our lives. 
Our freedom in Christ does not mean freedom to return to that for which Christ paid for with his own life. 
Peter said 
1 Peter 2:16 “ Act as free men, and do not use your freedom as a covering for evil, but use it as bondslaves of God.”
That is to say, your Christian is not to be used as pretext for rebellion! Your freedom is never to be used a cover up or a licentious to do evil. 
This kind of teaching had been spreading so fast that Paul had to address God’s people at Rome. Note what he said in chapter 8 of his letter to the believers at Rome. 
Romans 8:12-13 “So then, brethren, we are under obligation, not to the flesh, to live according to the flesh–for if you are living according to the flesh, you must die; but if by the Spirit you are putting to death the deeds of the body, you will live.”
In other words, we are not under obligation to our old way of living. We are not under any obligation to fulfill the lusts of our fallen nature because we are debtors to the Spirit’s work in our life. 
Romans 13:14 “But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh in regard to its lusts.” 
Note the metaphor. Like clothing that you put on,  we are to clothe ourselves in His character, virtues, and righteousness. 
Putting on the Lord Jesus refers to an active, daily choice to align our thoughts, actions, and identity with Jesus instead of giving in to sinful habits or worldly desires. 
It is a dying to
Matthew 16:24  “Then Jesus said to His disciples, “If anyone wishes to come after Me, he must deny himself, and take up his cross and follow Me.”
In other words, when you follow after Christ, you are giving up the rule over your life. The call to discipleship demands that you completely abandon the natural desire to seek your own comfort, fame, or power. 
One of the ways our freedom in Christ looks like is our serving toward one another in love. 
II. Serve One Another Through Love
Let’s get back to verses 13-14 
Galatians 5:13-14 “…but through love serve one another. For the whole Law is fulfilled in one word, in the statement, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 
In other words, that freedom you have in Christ is not to serve your self-interests, but to serve primarily those in the body of Christ. 
May I be candid with you? One of the things that bewilders to me to no end is to learn of other believers not serving in their local church. 
Think with me here for a moment – 1 Corinthians 12, Paul is outlining God giving spiritual gifts to the church. 
But, in 1 Corinthian 12:7 and 14:12 the general principle why God has given to believers spiritual gifts
· 1 Corinthians 12:7 “But to each one is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good.

· 1 Corinthians 14:12 “So also you, since you are zealous of [a]spiritual gifts, seek to abound for the edification of the church.”
In other words, (1) gifts are for the benefit of all believers in the church and (2) gifts are the building up of the body of Christ. 
Part and parcel of your freedom in Christ is the freedom to serve in your local church because it benefits everyone and builds up God’s people in the church. 
Because when you do that, you are serving one another through love. When I was at Grace Community Church, I had learned that the church’s good reputation became so well known that it was picked up by Monthly Moody Magazine. 
The title was called The Church with 900 Ministers. You can find the article on Wikipedia – 

“The famous moniker stems from a 1972 feature article published by Moody Monthly magazine, which highlighted the church's unique culture. When journalist Lowell Saunders visited the congregation, he observed that roughly 900 attendees were functioning as 900 active ministers, all utilizing their unique spiritual gifts to serve the body of Christ.”

I highlight this example not to point out which is better than another, but to highlight what dying to self looks like and what service through love looks like. 

I am amazed at the amount of servants our church has. There are a good many ministries here at faith church that require a lot of servants to make these ministries run. 

Without God’s people serving in the body of Christ, there is no ministry. There is no service. Dare I say this: no gathering together as a church because it takes work in order to gather together. 

We are to be about our Father’s business – one hymn writer wrote the following

“I am a stranger here, within a foreign land;
My home is far away, upon a golden strand;
Ambassador to be of realms beyond the sea,
I’m here on business for my King.”
I find that the older I get and the more absorbed I get in terms of being about my Father’s business, the snares of the world, the flesh, and the devil become less and less appealing. 
Does that make any sense to you, saints? Some of us learn this slower at times, but when we get it. 
In our service toward one another, 

Please turn with me to 2 Corinthians 4-5 – chapters 4 and 5 of Paul’s letter to the Corinthians is to encourage believers to maintain an eternal perspective in the face of temporary, earthly hardships. 

· In chapter 4 Paul says in verse 1 

2 Corinthians 4:1 “…since we have this ministry, as we received mercy, we do not lose heart.” 

Paul was called into the ministry by God’s grace. Paul then, could not abandon God’s calling on his life and ministry – both of which were granted to him by the grace of God. 

Christian, you have been called into the ministry by God’s grace. You cannot abandon God’s call upon your life and ministry – both of which were granted to you by the grace of God. 

Now, notice what the Apostle Paul said in verse 5 of this letter – 

2 Corinthians 4:5 “For we do not preach ourselves but Jesus Christ as Lord, and ourselves as your slaves for the sake of Jesus.”

Our Christian service is about exalting Jesus as Lord, not about our self-promotion – not about building our own personal following or agenda. 

· Enjoy your life in Christ
· Enjoy your freedom in Christ
· Enjoy your service to Christ

But don’t use your freedom in Christ to pander your own evil. 

When we get to chapter 5 of Paul’s letter, he expands beyond ministry, and to fix our hope on unseen heavenly realities rather than our current, earthly circumstances and encourages us to walk by faith and not by sight (v. 7)

For that reason, he says to all of us – 
2 Corinthians 5:14-15 “For the love of Christ controls us, having concluded this, that one died for all, therefore all died; and He died for all, so that they who live might no longer live for themselves, but for Him who died and rose again on their behalf.” 
That is to say, our love for Christ moves us to not only serve as his  ambassadors in a world passing away, but we bear the message of reconciliation to a world antagonistic to our service to him. 
As Paul said to the church at Philippi – 
Philippians 2:1-4 “ Therefore if there is any encouragement in Christ, if there is any consolation of love, if there is any fellowship of the Spirit, if any affection and compassion, make my joy complete by being of the same mind, maintaining the same love, united in spirit, intent on one purpose. Do nothing from selfishness or empty conceit, but with humility of mind regard one another as more important than yourselves; do not merely look out for your own personal interests, but also for the interests of others.” 
When we serve one another, we are less likely to attack one another. And the reason for that lies in the fact that we understand that we have a common mission – to build up the body of Christ while at the same time be his ambassadors to a world on the brink of hell. 
Now, it seems a word of warning is in order here. 
III. Watch Out That You Don't Devour One Another
Galatians 5:15 “But if you bite and devour one another, take care that you are not consumed by one another.”
This is the opposite of verse 14. While, verse 14 presents expected behavior for Christians in so far as serving others, verse 15 presents a severe warning if we do not. 
Here’s what Paul is saying: if you fail to live out the law of love outlined in verse 14, your relationships will inevitably become destructive. 
So you have a choice: build up the church through love, or tear it apart through selfishness. You will inevitably be outlined as a Romans 16 person, Paul warned us about – 
Romans 16:17-18
17 Now I urge you, brothers, to keep your eye on those who cause dissensions and stumblings contrary to the teaching which you learned, and turn away from them. 18 For such men are slaves, not of our Lord Christ but of their own stomach, and by their smooth and flattering speech they deceive the hearts of the unsuspecting.”
In other words, protect yourself, your family, as well as your community of faith from divisive individuals and their false teachings. 
The only people they are serving are their own self-interests. 
They are characterized by David in the psalms as devours. In other words, they are relentless in their pursuit to cause division. They are Scripture twisters in that they twist Scripture ever so slightly to justify their behavior/actions. 
But eventually, David said – they too will stumble and fall
Psalm 27:2 “When evildoers came upon me to devour my flesh, my adversaries and my enemies, they stumbled and fell.” 
They stumble and fall because God allows these trouble makers malicious plans to be the very cause of their downfall. 
Matthew 7:15 “Beware of the false prophets, who come to you in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly are ravenous wolves.” 
· Don’t use your freedom for the flesh
· Serve one another through Love
· Watch Out That you Don’t Devour One another
Let me close in prayer
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