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(much needs to be filled in and polished)


 Intro: 
· Good morning church. It’s a privilege to be with you this morning and to be the bringer of God’s Word. 
·  It’s amazing to think about all the stories and all the “weeks” represented in this room. 
· Some of you walked in after a week of blessing and great circumstances. 
· Some saints limped in… after battles with sin and suffering.
· But our God meets each of us in this time… in his Word. May he do it this morning. 

· Our yearly theme has been “Prioritizing the Gospel.” 
· And together we’ve been working through the book of Galatians. 
· It was an appropriate book for our theme this year, because Paul writes to defend the genuine gospel. 
· The churches in Galatia were in danger… 
· They were in danger of turning to another gospel.    
· It was a gospel of Jesus + _______ 
· Paul warned in Gal. 5:2, “if you receive circumcision (meaning, if you place your trust in circumcision as a work or as something that makes you right before God)… if you receive circumcision, Christ will be of no benefit to you.” 
· In other words, when you add to the gospel, you lose the gospel.
· As Paul said in Gal. 2:16, “we are justified by faith in Christ, not by works of the Law.”

· In Galatians 5, Paul has highlighted our freedom …. “it was for freedom that Christ set us free.” 
· So, we should avoid legalism. But we should lawlessness as well. 
· We are free from the law, but that doesn’t mean we are free to sin. 
· In Ga. 5:13 Paul said, “For you were called to freedom, brethren; only do not turn your freedom into an opportunity for the flesh, but through love serve one another.”  
· We are free from the law. But we are not free to sin. 
· Paul is showing us how to use our freedom. It involves loving one another and walking by the Spirit. 
· There is a war between the flesh and the Spirit within ever Christian, but it’s not a war between equals. Through the Spirit you can have real victory. 
· As we saw last week, you don’t have to sin. 

· (read passage) 
· (Message intro) 
· What comes to mind when you hear “fruit of the Spirit?” 
· Maybe hope. Maybe discouragement. Maybe both. Maybe you are reading the Words with us, but in your mind, you are thinking about your track record with the flesh.   
· ILL – Your response to this passage might be like an employee’s response to a meeting about health benefits. 
· Why? Many benefits. Some for me. Some not. But I walk away encouraged. Some fruits/traits are for me, but others aren’t. Maybe the freedom the passage describes is for some more than others. 
· But if you are in Christ… the Spirit is yours. These fruits… all of them… can be yours. Not by your effort, but by the Spirit of God in you. 
· Title: Walking by the Spirit  
· Walking by the Spirit looks like… 
· A fruitful life
· A crucified flesh 
· An active walk 
· An absence of competition
· (Pray)
· Not looking at the past but God’s promises. Etc. 



Walking by the Spirit looks like… 
I. A fruitful life  
A. (Preliminary observations/points)
· The fruit of the Spirit stands in contrast to the deeds of the flesh. 
· Neither list is exhaustive… but… 
· The deeds of the flesh is a chaotic list of 15 ugly sins
· The fruit of the Spirit, in contrast, is an orderly list of 9 beautiful virtues. 
· The deeds of the flesh are… deeds. They are works. And they come from the flesh. 
·  The fruit of the Spirit, in contrast, is fruit. It’s produced in us. It’s a very different image. 
· And it’s produced by the Spirit. It has its source in the Spirit. 
· It is not the product of the Old Adam or human strength.  
· Tom Shreiner says, “Believers are not called upon to summon up the strength within them, for their new way of life is supernatural, stemming from the powerful work of the Holy Spirit.” (348) 
B. (a look at the fruits) 
· Love 
· Joy 
· Peace 
· Patience 
· Kindness 
· Goodness 
· Faithfulness 
· Gentleness 
· Self control 
· “No law” 

C. (application) 
· pray 
· pray for others – Don’t just staple fruit to them by changing behaviors. These are orientations of the heart… no law can bring that about. So pray. 
· Pray for yourself – You can’t staple this fruit to yourself. You can try to come up with a “look-a-like” and “off brand.” But with time, it becomes evidence that its not quite the real deal. Only the Spirit can produce these things in you. And he can 
· Of course, these are commands elsewhere in Scripture, but here what’s highlighted is that these are fruits of the Spirit, not of your own effort. 
· Side note - “see something; say something.” Paul pointed out fruits. Evidence of God’s grace. We should to. 

D. So we are to walk by the Spirit (v. 16) and be led by the Spirit (v. 18). What does that look like? Well, it looks like a fruitful life…and it looks like… 

II. A crucified flesh 
· V. 24 - “those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires.” 
· (belong to Christ) 
· If you are here this morning and your faith is in Jesus alone and you have experienced conversion… then you belong to Christ Jesus. 
· Our battles with sin would be so different if stopped and meditated on that truth… 
· We belong to Christ. 
· Paul says, if you belong to Christ, then you have crucified the flesh… with its passions and desires. 
· (have crucified) 
· You have CRUCIFIED. 
· What an image… 
· We don’t like to think about death…  
· ILL - We avoid any language that’s graphic, unpleasant, or final. 
· So, when animals get old… our parents have to bring them to the vet so they can “take the long nap.” Or “go over the rainbow bridge.” 
· My father in law said when he was five years old, his parents said they were taking his first cat and dog to the farm…He then added that last he heard, they were still playing together on that farm 
· We don’t like to think about death. We avoid language that is graphic, unpleasant or final… 
· EXPL  - And then Paul comes in with the clear, gruesome, graphic language of crucifixion and says, “if you are in Christ… you have crucified the flesh… with its passions and desires…” 
· Of course, we can go to other passages about how we as believers are to put to death what is earthly in us. This very passage talks about how there is a war going on, but if you belong to Christ, there is a sense in which you have crucified the flesh…with its desires. 
· Rom. 6 
· Gal. 2:20 












III. An active walk 
· Walk (v. 16) and walk (v. 25) // Περιπατεω in v. 16 and στοιχεω in v. 25
· ILL – Let the leaders lead!

IV. An absence of competition 
· The “one anothers” of the NT. 
· Potential conflict in the church and what it looks like in their context to “walk by the Spirit” 

Gospel! 
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