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We all get to choose how we will use our freedom. For Timothy Treadwell he chose to use his freedom in a foolish way. 

In the documentary called Grizzly Man. 
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It traces the story of Timothy Treadwell, who viewed himself as an advocate for the grizzly bear. He used his freedom to live among the wild bears of Katmai National Park Alaska. 

For 12 summers, against many warnings by wild life experts, he interacted with bears and survived. He thought he had built trust with the bears and understood the bears. 

However, he usually only stayed through summer. On his 13th visit in 2003, he and his girlfriend stayed past the summer season and into October where food is scarcer and the bears get more aggressive preparing for winter.

Tragically, a grizzly bear killed and partially ate Timothy and his girlfriend Amie Huguenard. 

It is a sober reminder of how wild animals function in nature. How animals live according to their natural desires/instincts.

The Grizzly Man used his freedom to become like a bear, and he was bit and devoured like a bear.

In our passage this morning in Galatians…we are going to see How to Enjoy Your Call to Freedom.

True freedom is found living according to how God created us as his image bearers in Christ to love and serve one another
…and not to live like a wild animal where we devour others to serve ourselves.

[Turn in your bibles to Galatians 5]
Galatians 5:1 - It was for freedom that Christ set us free; therefore keep standing firm and do not be subject again to a yoke of slavery. 

[Read Galatians 5:13-15]
Galatians 5:13 - For you were called to freedom, brethren...

3 critical ways to enjoy your freedom in Christ 
I. Don't Use Your Freedom for the Flesh
Galatians 5:13 - For you were called to freedom, brethren; only do not turn your freedom into an opportunity for the flesh… 
God first reminds us that our freedom was not a right that we received by our natural birth citizenship. 
Nor was it a freedom right achieved by our efforts like in a campaign for civil rights. 
The only way the Christian has freedom from the powerful slavery and penalty of sin was by the powerful call of God. 
Freedom came through God, “Him who called you by the grace of Christ” (Gal 1:6).
In verse 1 we are reminded that Goal and Purpose that Jesus set us free is for freedom.
However, we are warned of different ways we can misuse our freedom. 
The first warning against the misuse of our freedom was:
1) Works Based Righteousness (Legalism)
We saw in Galatians 5:2-12 the severe results of using our freedom in Christ to return to a legalistic works-based view righteousness. 
God compared this to assuming again the heavy burden of slavery. So, if a Christian were to submit to the Mosaic law again, it’s like you are becoming a slave all over again. This was the state that Christ redeemed us from. Don’t Go Back!
In verse 13, there is the second warning against the misuse of our freedom.
2) An Opportunity for the Flesh
Don’t use your freedom in a favorable way for indulging the flesh. 

In the context, flesh means the typical human nature of reasoning, desires, and behaviors, in contrast to God and the spiritual life of Christian thoughts, desires, and behaviors who live by the Holy Spirit.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Johannes P. Louw and Eugene Albert Nida, Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament: Based on Semantic Domains (New York: United Bible Societies, 1996), 321.] 


We are free to not function like animals.
…and free to not function like we did before Christ
…free to not function according to the flesh…but to put to death sinful desires…
If you have been freed from the Law
…this does not mean you are under obligation to your own natural fleshly desires

Paul says instead in Romans…Romans 8:12-13 - So then, brethren, we are under obligation, not to the flesh, to live according to the flesh–for if you are living according to the flesh, you must die; but if by the Spirit you are putting to death the deeds of the body, you will live. 
God further explains how we are to use our freedom…
Romans 13:14 - But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh in regard to its lusts. 
Don’t turn your freedom into a favorable opportunity for sinful fleshly indulgence. Make no provision for the flesh regarding its lusts. 
In other words, don’t work to feed the flesh.
What does this look like? Think about it like meal planning.
· My wife would say, meal planning requires thought, time to order, then there is the cost you pay, and then there is the time to prepare…all to eventually enjoy the meal.
· Opportunities for fleshly indulgence are something that we use our freedom to work for and prepare ourselves with to enjoy sinful living.
· Let’s not minimize our responsibility for how we use our freedom in this way.

Take fear of man or anxiety about people. What often does it look like to use our freedom as an opportunity for the flesh.
· I start my date not focusing on God in prayer or through his word, but first take my freedom for the opportunity to scroll through social media or my email to hear the thoughts and opinions of the people I am often most concerned about whether customers, or coworkers, friends or followers.
· I ordered my freedom to spend time thinking about what they think of me.
· Then instead of meditating in those free moments at work, at breaks, or when my mind starts drifting throughout the day, I am choosing not to think on God’s precious character and promises and meditate on those things, but instead meditate on all the potential thoughts, motives, and responses of what people could possibly do.
· Then I come home and all day I have been making a meal to indulge the fleshly response to worry, and I enter the home and then give further into the fleshly desire and react in anger when someone says a comment that I perceive as out of my control and threatening my peace.
· Don’t use your freedom for a favorable opportunity to feed the flesh!
Consider how making provision for laziness can lead to fleshly indulgence of despair.
· Rather than planning to press toward the things that are hard in your work that God has given you that day in your freedom to address. Instead of turning to the Lord and depending on him for strength, wisdom, and grace. You turn to what is easy and most comfortable.
· Then you intentionally plan other things that are still work, to avoid doing the other hard things.
· You do this for days, but the deadline draws near, and the night before its due you are tempted to give into despair and indulge the flesh for comfort.
· Don’t use your freedom for a favorable opportunity to feed the flesh!

Consider how making provision for sexual immorality.
· How you use your freedom to think and consider the time and the occasion where no one is around and schedule the time.
· How you make provision and prepare for how you will indulge.
· Don’t use your freedom for a favorable opportunity to feed the flesh!
The call of discipleship is one of denying self-interest and sinful interests for Christ and the interests of God and using our freedom to willingly serve and follow Him.
· Matthew 16:24 - Then Jesus said to His disciples, “If anyone wishes to come after Me, he must deny himself, and take up his cross and follow Me.”
Application:
Walking in freedom by the Spirit involves us considering the proactive ways we misuse our freedom to make favorable occasions for the flesh…and forsake that whole way!
This week, consider the whole progress of the pathway for how you often make opportunity for the flesh.
 For example, if I am tempted to be gluttonous, the answer is not just to pray that God shuts down all the Dunkin donuts around me lest I be tempted. Instead, I must consider how my heart is often more satisfied by food than the Lord.
· Food is often first for what I do in my free time and what is involved for fun
· Food is often where I find comfort when I am hurting
· When I feel overwhelmed, I eat.
Then I must consider all the ways I often use my freedom for indulging that over other opportunities I have with my freedom for loving God and others.
· My goal for food, must change as part of freedom in Christ, so its for the glory of God.
· I must not see food in a covetous way as the greatest gift, but cultivate thankfulness to remember every good gift from God.
· I must remember the glory of the gospel as it relates to freedom with food…“But food will not commend us to God; we are neither the worse if we do not eat, nor the better if we do eat.” 1 Corinthians 8:8
· “Do not be carried away by varied and strange teachings; for it is good for the heart to be strengthened by grace, not by foods, through which those who were so occupied were not benefited.” Hebrews 13:9
Paul is not talking about just an occasion or the instance that an external temptation happens, but the bigger issue of the purpose and goal for using freedom for sinful living.
So to enjoy your freedom first…don’t use your freedom as an opportunity for the flesh. Instead, use your freedom to…
II. Serve One Another Through Love

Galatians 5:13-14 -…but through love serve one another. For the whole Law is fulfilled in one word, in the statement, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 
Here is a glorious goal for our freedom in Christ. 
Christ’s sets us free to live truly human and like Christ as an image bearer of Christ. 
· To live in step with God’s commandment to love neighbor. 
· Not using our freedom to destroy and devour our neighbors.
What motivates us to use our freedom through love, to choose now to willingly serve one another? The reason is because we understand is that this encapsulates the Law. The greatest commandment is to love God and love neighbor…and the love of neighbor is the visible way you know that someone loves God.
We are only able to do this because of the gospel. The good news that Jesus chose to use his freedom to set us free from slavery to the Law, slavery to sin, and slavery to the spiritual forces of darkness.
The good news about Jesus Christ is that he demonstrated his love toward us while we were his enemies. Jesus loved us and served us by dying for us in our place on the cross while we were sinners and rose from the dead to make peace with God and make us his friends according to his kindness by faith in Him.
Jesus, the Son of God, had absolute freedom and independence as the Creator. Equal with God the Father in power and glory. But He did not consider equality with God as something to be grasped, instead in love humbled himself in the likeness of man “taking the form of a bond-servant”…”He humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross.” (Phil 2)
Jesus did not use his freedom to be served, but instead in love to serve and give his life as a ransom for many!
It’s like Paul said earlier…its because– “the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.” That I know live by faith in the Son of God, and no longer for myself.
2 Corinthians 5:14-15 - For the love of Christ controls us, having concluded this, that one died for all, therefore all died; and He died for all, so that they who live might no longer live for themselves, but for Him who died and rose again on their behalf. 
Jesus set us free to live like him in this world. Free to serve one another in love! This is a radically different mindset than using your freedom to serve yourself. It’s a mindset that only comes in Christ by faith when you are a new creation in him.
And because you know Jesus and his love…it changes the way you relate to others.
Philippians 2:1-4 - Therefore if there is any encouragement in Christ, if there is any consolation of love, if there is any fellowship of the Spirit, if any affection and compassion, make my joy complete by being of the same mind, maintaining the same love, united in spirit, intent on one purpose. Do nothing from selfishness or empty conceit, but with humility of mind regard one another as more important than yourselves; do not merely look out for your own personal interests, but also for the interests of others. 
Why is using our freedom in this way enjoyable and not just a terrible burden?
· Because of my freedom in Christ, loving this way shows that I’m not a slave to people’s opinion. My love for them is not dependent on their views or responses. I am not devastated when my service doesn’t meet their expectations. Instead, I love my neighbor like Christ.
· Because of my freedom in Christ, loving this way demonstrates comfort and ease is not my goal. Relationships are costly, hard, inconvenient, and involve people sinning against each other. If comfort and ease were my goal, I would only love those easy to love and only so far as it is comfortable. Instead, I can demonstrate love through sufferings, and godly love the bears burdens, and Christlike love that draws near toward sinners rather than always living at a safe distance.
· It flourishes the lives of others.
[More examples if time allows]
Application:
Question: What opportunities can you seize to use your freedom to serve others instead of using them as opportunities to serve yourself?
· Fathers – Freedom to serve when you get home with children and wife.
· Mothers – Freedom to serve your husband.
· Children – Freedom to serve your mom and dad and siblings.
To summarize where we have been…In Order To enjoy your call to freedom…
1) Don’t use your freedom as an opportunity for the flesh, 
2) Instead, use your freedom in love to serve.
The truly free human way that God created us to serve one another in love is contrary to the beastlike way of the world.
Lastly, there is a warning…
III. Watch Out That You Don't Devour One Another
Galatians 5:15 - But if you bite and devour one another, take care that you are not consumed by one another. 
The way of the Lord is loving one another, but the way of the World is biting and devouring and consuming one another. 
There are so many common phrases because we see how animalistic behaviors.
· “Catfight” or “dogfight” – Fighting like Cats and Dogs.
· “It’s a dog eat dog, world”
· Bull in a China Shop
· Going Hog Wild
· Let the Cat Out of the Bag
· Let the dog see the rabbit…
There is a warning that using your freedom like an animal means you better watch out when you are treated like animal and consumed.
The modern Grizzly Man who wanted to live like a bear and was eaten by the bears. Is a stark warning that Scripture reminds us this reality.
When mankind does not worship and follow the Lord, instead of being a human representative for the Lord, we become beastlike and treat one another like beasts.
For example:
When the nation of Israel worshipped the golden calf they became a beastlike people described as “stubborn and sitffnecked” like a stubborn beast of burden.
Wicked rulers of kingdoms and nations are described as beastlike instead of human-like and godly.
	Proverbs 28:15 – Like a roaring lion and a rushing bear
Is a wicked ruler over a poor people.
· When Nebuchadnezzar acted proud God made him like a beast of field.
Daniel 4:29-32 – 29 Twelve months later he was walking on the roof of the royal palace of Babylon. 30 The king reflected and said, ‘Is this not Babylon the great, which I myself have built as a royal residence by the might of my power and for the glory of my majesty?’ 31 While the word was in the king’s mouth, a voice came from heaven, saying, ‘King Nebuchadnezzar, to you it is declared: sovereignty has been removed from you, 32 and you will be driven away from mankind, and your dwelling place will be with the beasts of the field. You will be given grass to eat like cattle, and seven periods of time will pass over you until you recognize that the Most High is ruler over the realm of mankind and bestows it on whomever He wishes.’”
· In Daniel 6 – when the commissioners and satraps don’t like how Daniel is distinguishing himself because of his extraordinary spirit, they maliciously plot to have Daniel killed for his faithfulness to worship and pray to his God. They are like ravenous lions seeking to have Daniel devoured by lions. But Daniel is not eaten and instead….
Daniel 6: 24 – “The king then gave orders, and they brought those men who had maliciously accused Daniel, and they cast them, their children and their wives into the lions’ den; and they had not reached the bottom of the den before the lions overpowered them and crushed all their bones.”

Similarly in the Psalms, the enemies of God’s people or those who are not listening to or understanding God are often described as beastlike…
Psalm 27:2 - When evildoers came upon me to devour my flesh, my adversaries and my enemies, they stumbled and fell. 
Psalm 32:9 – Do not be as the horse or as the mule which have no understanding, Whose trappings include bit and bridle to hold them in check,
Otherwise they will not come near to you.
Psalm 49:20 – Man in his pomp, yet without understanding,
Is like the beasts that perish.
Psalm 73:22 – “Then I was senseless and ignorant;
I was like a beast before You.”

In the New Testament the beastlike descriptions characterize ungodly false teachers.
Matthew 7:15 - Beware of the false prophets, who come to you in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly are ravenous wolves. 
2 Peter 2:12 – But these, like unreasoning animals, born as creatures of instinct to be captured and killed, reviling where they have no knowledge, will in the destruction of those creatures also be destroyed
	
The point could not be clearer, watch out that you don't devour one another like animals! 

But what can we be tempted to use our freedom to do…instead of loving and serving one another, we want to play “Beast Games”
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[image: How were contestants chosen for Beast Games? - Dexerto]

When we use our freedom to act like beasts, instead of living for the Lord by loving others we don’t use our strengths to help the weak but instead use our strength to trample on them and take advantage of them. 

We don’t flourish and cultivate the gifts and strengths of others but instead squash them.

If we are using our freedom to love our neighbor, in our work we seek to serve coworkers, not sabotage them so that we can get further up the corporate ladder, Beastlike is kicking and putting everyone else down so that I may increase. 

When you live like a beast, every person seems like a threat to your territory and your interests and your kingdom. We are sinfully anxious, sinfully angry, irritable, mean, vengeful, greedy, slanderous, gossip. You feast on tearing down God’s image bearers.

But if we use our freedom in love to serve others like Christ. We are truly living how God designed us to be. You build up instead of teardown, you are generous, patient, forbearing, compassionate, tender-hearted, and forgiving. In relationships you are influence for toward righteousness, godliness, and life in Christ.

Application: What relationships are you acting more like a beast in the use of your freedom, maybe with biting comments and huffing under your breath remarks? 
How might you take a step toward that person as an image bearer of Christ in loving service?

	[If time allows unpack more]

Enjoy Your Freedom in Christ.
1. Don’t Use Your Freedom for the Flesh.
2. Serve One Another in Love
3. Watch Our That You Don’t Devour One Another.


Let’s pray. 
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