· Greetings and transition
· Two weeks ago, I had the joy of finishing on a truth that In Christ that we have been set free.  Free to be able to walk the path that God has set before His children.
· Because our passage in Galatians chapter 4 brought light upon a truth that there are really only two very different ways of living. 
· We can choose to live by our own way
· Or we can choose to live by God’s way
· For the Galatians, there were some who were attempting to teach a works-based righteousness that comes through obedience to the Mosaic law
· But we recognize that it is not just the Galatians who were susceptible to such teaching…
· Every major religion outside of Biblical Christianity teaches a set of laws and rules that you must attain and keep in order to achieve their understanding of salvation…
· But it does not stop at the doors of the churches and temples, 
· Those who would declare themselves non-religious, or secular, fail to see that they too are worshipping something, they are placing their faith in something and choosing their own path to salvation
· My point is that when we think of works-based righteousness, we must consider how popular and appealing these views can be in the world and though they may look very different and be espoused by widely varying groups, 
· Where salvation depends on my actions or obedience to any form of law – 
· it remains slavery unto the law.
· Yet Paul has just reminded us that Jesus is offering something far better.
· Freedom.
Galatians 5:1 - It was for freedom that Christ set us free; therefore keep standing firm and do not be subject again to a yoke of slavery.
· Because the good news of Jesus Christ, the gospel truth of Jesus Christ sets us free from slavery to the law of sin and death, He sets us free from the law so that we might become slave to a new master with a new way
· Christ sets us free to live in freedom…
· Please join me in turning to Galatians chapter 5 
· As we return to our verse by verse walk through Galatians in our series on Prioritizing the Gospel 
· What we will find is how serious Paul is about this issue of freedom.
· Paul has spent the first 4 chapters to defend the gospel and his message of justification by faith alone and now begin a turn towards applying these truths to Christian living….
· Emphasizing that right beliefs should result in right living
· For our message today - this morning is primarily a warning. 
· And the goal of the warning is encourage people to do exactly what v.1 is talking about...stand firm and do not be subject again to a yoke of slavery. 
· So the title of the message this morning is...
· The Severe Results of Submitting to Works Righteousness Instead of Jesus…
· And the results are severe. 
· [Read Galatians 5:1-12]
· Before we get into the implications of the text for us..
· Let me ask – How would you describe Paul’s tone.
· Did you hear the statement in v 12?
· I wish those who are troubling you would even mutilate themselves…
· The ESV translates that as emasculate
· Or you might hear Paul saying.
· I wish they would castrate themselves
· Consider another issue Paul takes very seriously…
· In 1 Corinthians 5 Paul even tells the church to publicly discipline and excommunicate a man who is having sex with his stepmom, 
· but not even there does he say, “I wish he would castrate himself!” 
· Instead, he says, “turn him over to Satan for the destruction of the flesh so that his spirit might be saved in the day of the Lord.” 
· Still grace… that his spirit might be saved…
· But in the letter to the Galatians…
· Paul is angry.
· Why is Paul so angry here?
· It is because the false teaching was polluting the gospel of Jesus Christ…
· Paul is angry because this works based righteousness is being taught and spread and leading astray those who had began well in the gospel…
· And these false teachers are placing the people in particular danger…
· So Paul warns the church in Galatia.
· As you read verses 2-4, you see several phrases that raise the issue of apostacy or the falling away from Christ…to be severed from Christ and having fallen from grace.
· The issue of apostacy is where a person who has professed faith in Jesus has later fallen away from the faith.
· I might expect that this would raise questions for you that include
· Is it possible for a genuine believer in Jesus Christ to lose their salvation?
· The short answer is No
· The entire message of the Galatians has been about how we are justified by faith apart from any works of the law
· Now that may lead to a follow-on objection
· If a genuine believer cannot lose their salvation, then these warnings must not be for Christians
· Let me respond to that in 3 ways…
· If you are a parent – I wholeheartedly expect that you give your children warnings.
· In fact, the warnings I give my own children are far stronger than the warnings I might share with someone else’s child…
· The same would be true here. A genuine child of God probably is going to hear the warnings most clearly and accurately and be benefited by them because they know that the strong warnings come from a place of love.
· Consider then – Warnings are in one sensed the negative side of a call to remember.  
· There are many places that Paul is calling us to remember the truth so that we will be steadfast and immovable.
· This is simply the negative mirror to that…a warning to remember
· Positive and negative warnings are combined for the purpose to remind us that it is grace that saves
· You heard about the gospel.  That was God’s grace that you would hear and believes God continues to show his grace, also through teaching and warnings
· It is all part of God’s grace intended to help us as his children to persevere to the end.
· So we have said that there are sever results to submitting to a works based righteousness instead of Jesus
· I would like us to now walk through today’s text to see the consequences that Paul is warning us about…let’s re-read the first few verses…
Galatians 5:2-4 - Behold I, Paul, say to you that if you receive circumcision, Christ will be of no benefit to you. And I testify again to every man who receives circumcision, that he is under obligation to keep the whole Law. You have been severed from Christ, you who are seeking to be justified by law; you have fallen from grace.
· To say it simply…we are being warned that
I. You Exchange the Benefit of Christ for Works That Cannot Save You
Galatians 5:2 - Behold I, Paul, say to you that if you receive circumcision, Christ will be of no benefit to you.
· Paul start here saying.
· I am not saying this out of pride, but it’s me Paul, saying this to you…
· Remember how I received the gospel, 
· through the revelation of Jesus Christ Himself, 
· So what I am saying here really matters – this is personal and this is serious
· 
· For Paul to say that Christ will be of no benefit to you loses its meaning if we then take it out of the context of the rest of the letter
· I would certainly say - Christ is of great value to me
· So what is Paul saying?
· The issue being discussed is that of a Gentile choosing to be circumcised as a sign of full conversion to Judaism and a demonstrated willingness to submit to the Jewish law as a way of life.
· So circumcision here is in the context of being a sign of receiving that false teaching 
· Paul’s point is that this step would indicate a lack of complete confidence in Christ
· that Christ’s perfect obedience to the law and his sufficient sacrifice through his death, burial and resurrection were not enough
· and I need to add something
· This is the path back to the slavery that Christ has freed us from…
· Recall how Paul addressing this earlier…
Galatians 2:3–5 – 3 But not even Titus, who was with me, though he was a Greek, was compelled to be circumcised. 4 But it was because of the false brethren secretly brought in, who had sneaked in to spy out our liberty which we have in Christ Jesus, in order to bring us into bondage. 5 But we did not yield in subjection to them for even an hour, so that the truth of the gospel would remain with you.
· To the Corinthians – Paul had said that 
· “To the Jews I became as a Jew, so that I might win Jews; to those who are under the Law, as under the Law though not being myself under the Law, so that I might win those who are under the Law”
· But with the Galatians, Paul and Titus did not yield to having Titus circumcised so that the truth of the gospel would remain
· Or in other words the choice not to circumcise Titus was to preserve the true gospel
Galatians 5:6 – 
Let me add some confusion before I come back to clarity…
· Take a look at Acts 16
Acts 16:3 - Paul wanted this man [Timothy] to go with him; and he took him and circumcised him because of the Jews who were in those parts, for they all knew that his father was a Greek. 
· Two men, two circumstances and two purposes
· The issue with circumcision has to do with the motivation. 
· Paul is coming down really hard on circumcision throughout Galatians because the false teachers are promoting a false “gospel” that says, “Of course you need to believe in Jesus, BUT you also need to be circumcised and follow the OT law.”  
· To be circumcised with the motive of “this is something I must do”...
· a work that is required for salvation 
· is to deny God’s grace in Christ.  
· This is opposed to the free gift of God in Christ Jesus through faith. 
· And that’s why Paul says if you receive circumcision with the motive that this is my part in my salvation then Christ will be of no advantage to you.  
· What matters is faith! 
· And Paul says, faith works through love or faith produces love.  
· So the first consequence of submitting to works-based salvation and a self-righteousness is that you lose all of the benefits of Christ.
· Which means to choose this is to reject Christ.
· So let me ask – which will you choose
· The benefits of Christ, and all the benefits of freedom of salvation in and through Christ 
· Or will you choose something that has absolutely no benefit for you
· 
· Now let’s take a look at another consequence…
II. You Put Your Confidence in Your Ability to Do Good Over Jesus Christ’s Righteous Work on Your Behalf
· As we have already said, to receive circumcision here is the equivalent to bringing your good works, along with your moral living to God along with your belief in Jesus to find salvation…
· In other words, what we are saying is I believe in Jesus, but He needs MY help in order to save me
· If you are bringing any of your own righteousness before God as if it is something of value
· You just don’t get Christ’s righteousness
· And you are not understanding for God offers salvation based on grace alone through faith alone in Christ alone
· But can I ask…
· Why do we need to be told not to submit again to the yoke of slavery?
· Why do we need to be warned about choosing and going back into slavery?
· Doesn’t that just go against anything that we would imagine?
· No one would choose slavery, particularly after gaining their freedom from slavery
· But if no one would do it – then why would God choose to warn us?
· I guess that takes us to the question – Why is going back to slavery so alluring? 
· One reason – Our hearts want to boast.
· I can say that I achieved it, so I deserve it…That means I am really something….
Ephesians 2:8-9 
· But Paul is saying…
Galatians 6:14 - But may it never be that I would boast, except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, through which the world has been crucified to me, and I to the world. 
· To boast in the cross of Christ for salvation is to acknowledge what I have actually achieved and what I actually deserve 
· I achieved nothing except to offend God and I deserve the wages of my sin…death.
· But to boast in the cross is to boast in Christ and in God’s grace, that any righteousness which God sees in me is not mine, but is a free gift of God through Jesus Christ for which I will receive eternal life…I can boast in that!
· In doing so I give glory to Jesus as the gift that set me free came at a cost, purchased through the precious blood of Jesus…
· None of it came from me…so I ask…
1 Corinthians 4:7 
· Makes me think of my senior year in High School.
· Going to the prom – Didn’t know Kathy yet, but she would have turned me down anyway…
· But that night, I didn’t need a limo
· I was picking my date up in a 1982 Mercury Cougar. 
·  Deep maroon color, plush seats…It even had a cassette deck to play my music on…
· That night – I was as cool as it came. I could cruise in looking better that all those other guys…
· But here’s real detail.
· That was my mother’s car, that Dad had just bought new for her
· If I know my dad too, He would have washed it, vacuumed it and filled it up with gas at the cost of $1.20 per gallon
· I was probably out with my friend Mike that afternoon.
· So what did I have to boast in?
· Nothing!
· I should have been telling everyone how amazing my Dad was, how generous, his servant’s heart.
· But did that even glimpse in my 18 year old brain
· No
· Because in my sinful flesh – I only wanted to boast in me
· Can you see how strong the seduction of self-righteous can be?
· So Paul warns – Stand Firm and do not submit to the yoke of slavery again
· And it is not just about the things of this world…
· Even good God-pleasing choices can turn us to boast in ourselves
· Our Bible Study may start with wanting to know God, but over time it becomes a task to prove to God that I am faithful, yet I do not delight in his Word. But I boast that I read the Bible in a year.
· Our giving to the church may begin with a desire to honor the Lord through our first fruits, but it changes to boasting and now we expect blessing in return.
Galatians 2:16 – 
· Our warning – you will not be declared righteous by what you have done
· But only by what Jesus has done in your place…
· This is why Paul goes on to warn with works-based righteousness
III. You Take Up a Burden That You Cannot Keep That Will Curse and Condemn You
· Look at verse 3…
Galatians 5:3 - And I testify again to every man who receives circumcision, that he is under obligation to keep the whole Law.
· Paul is essentially repeating verse 2 again, but instead of saying you will lose something, he shows us that we are committing our selves to something
· And when we do, I am not sure we understand what we are getting ourselves into…
· In v.2 he says receiving circumcision means losing the benefit of Christ. 
· Here in v.3 he says that accepting circumcision means taking on the obligation of keeping the entire law PERFECTLY. 
· To try and keep the entire law perfectly is an overwhelming burden and an impossibility! 
· The word “obligation” in v.3 is the word for debtor. 
· So, this is the word that shows up in the Lord’s prayer... 
Matthew 6:12 ‘And forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors. 
· It also shows up in the parable of the man who was forgiven 10,000 talents... 
Matthew 18:24 When he had begun to settle them, one who owed him ten thousand talents was brought to him. 
· The “financial” connotations of the word for going to a works-based righteousness view of the law 
· means that you are choosing to submit yourself to living in debt like a slave. 
· And there is no amount of work you can do that will make the math turn positive in your favor.
· V3 is saying
· Every moment of every single day you “owe” obedience and perfection to the whole law in that moment.  
· Putting yourself under obligation to the law is essentially signing up to be a debtor for the rest of your life! You are cursed. 
· And the Law shows that we stand condemned, unless God graciously intervenes!
· Christ redeems us you from the position of a debtor! 
· Do not go back to that slavery!
Galatians 3:13–14 Christ redeemed us from the curse of the Law, having become a curse for us—for it is written, “CURSED IS EVERYONE WHO HANGS ON A TREE”— 14 in order that in Christ Jesus the blessing of Abraham might come to the Gentiles, so that we would receive the promise of the Spirit through faith. …
· So the warning – Don’t try your way…your way brings a burden that you cannot bear, it brings with it a debt beyond your ability to repay…
· And the consequence – that debt both curses and condemns you…
· Yet Paul warning has more
· He warns that in works-based righteousness…
IV. You Sever Yourself From the Freedom Found in Jesus by Faith
Galatians 5:4 - You have been severed from Christ, you who are seeking to be justified by law; you have fallen from grace.
· I hope that you are noticing also that these consequences are something that we bring upon ourselves…because they come from our choices.
· You seek to be justified by the law
· You sever yourself from Christ
· The way that I read this is that I am the one doing the choosing for myself and God has warned me of the consequences…
· So when I choose my way
· I am choosing to sever myself from Christ
· It is not the Lord pushing me away – It is not the Lord saying Be Gone…
· There may be some here today who are feeling like God is stiff arming you, 
· That God is not helping you, he is not answering your prayers
· Can I challenge you today to consider…
· Perhaps the reason you feel the way you feel regarding God is not that he is pushing you away, but because You have chosen to sever your self by going back to the yoke of slavery.
· If that is the case – Paul says the consequence is that you have fallen from grace…
· Grace is what weak, sinful, helpless people need. People that know they are weak, sinful and helpless love God’s undeserved kindness! 
· But if you’re trying to be righteous on your own, then you are not asking for God’s help and grace.
· So Paul warns us to stand firm and not return to the yoke of slavery.
· To receive God’s grace, you have to stop trying to get there on your own…
· Are you here today and you have never felt the grace of God lavished upon you?
· Are you here today, weary for the burden that you have been carrying in trying to be good enough to approach God and ask for his blessings?
· If you are – you have already taken the first step towards grace…
· By acknowledging that none of us can save ourselves, none of us can earn our salvation with God.
· Yet grace is available that can set you free.
· The only thing our Lord asks of us…
· That we would profess Jesus as Lord – to choose to follow Him, to choose God’s Way 
· And that we believe that God raised Him from the dead.   
· That is to place your faith in the death, burial and resurrection of Jesus as God’s means to pay our debt, to cover over our sins so that through his perfect justice, His perfect love can be expressed through His Son and we can be redeemed as children of the King.
Galatians 5:1 – It was for freedom that Christ set us free...
· And the one who the Son sets free, they are free indeed.
· That’s the most beautiful truth, 
· But sadly I need to return to some more ugly truth, because there is still more to see in our passage today…
· When you trust in your own works,
V. You Forfeit the Joy of Confident Hope in Future Glorification for the Anxiety of Your Self-Righteousness Not Being Enough
Galatians 5:5 - For we through the Spirit, by faith, are waiting for the hope of righteousness.
· Verse 5 helps believers to see the posture that we can have before God
· When we think of hope, it is just that hope for what is yet to come, the future
· But what’s interesting about that verse is it’s not actually what I think we’d expect Paul to say... 
· The emphasis in Galatians has been how by faith in Jesus Christ you can be justified at the point of belief! 
· You don’t have to work for it. 
· At the moment of belief you are made perfectly righteous in Christ. 
Galatians 2:16 - nevertheless knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the Law but through faith in Christ Jesus, even we have believed in Christ Jesus, so that we may be justified by faith in Christ and not by the works of the Law; since by the works of the Law no flesh will be justified. 
· So we might have expected v.5 to say is something like, 
· “through the Spirit, by faith we are resting or rejoicing in the righteousness of Christ.” 
· But this verse very clearly points to the hope of righteousness in the future.  
· Why? Because the good news of salvation in Christ is all about the future…
· Being declared righteous and forgiven is a great and glorious reality
· Because it makes a future with God possible.
· Freedom in Christ now, means no condemnation and a life with Christ in the future.
· Yet, the fullness of that life has not yet been realized
· So we begin to think we have to do it ourselves, turning back to the yoke of slavery
· We are exchanging the joy and confidence of one day hearing well done good and faithful servant for worry, fear and uncertainty 
· You know, some of the people who the world would say are the most successful, are people driven by the greatest fear and anxiety
· The fear of not being good enough or successful enough
· Consider the story of Jamie Siminoff
· SLIDE: [image: A screenshot of a video
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· In this interview where he talks about how he built the company “ring” that makes the ring camera and doorbell.
· He mentions how he is driven by fear. One of their company values was never celebrate anything. 
· Because if you stop, some other company could come along and do what you do better and crush you.  
· That is what slavery feels like. 
· You can never, ever do enough.  
· If you feel like that’s where you live...if you feel like it’s never good enough, oh I hope you’re recognizing that is a yoke of slavery that Jesus wants you to be free from!  
· And There is genuine freedom in Christ
· And I hope that today, you are wanting to live more and more in that freedom.
· If you have never tasted that freedom, I hope that today you are seeing the glory of Christ and the simplicity of his offer for freedom and tha you might choose the free gift of grace.
· If you have tasted that freedom in the past, but have allowed yourself back into slavery, I hope you see the foolishness of the direction you have taken and you would choose again the direction of freedom in Christ.
· Let me close with one last consequence
· Choosing a works-based righteousness
VI. You Won’t Show the Fruit of Faith in the Gospel Through Love but Will Reap the Consequences of Following False Teaching
Galatians 5:6-12 - For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor uncircumcision means anything, but faith working through love. You were running well; who hindered you from obeying the truth? This persuasion did not come from Him who calls you. A little leaven leavens the whole lump of dough. I have confidence in you in the Lord that you will adopt no other view; but the one who is disturbing you will bear his judgment, whoever he is. But I, brethren, if I still preach circumcision, why am I still persecuted? Then the stumbling block of the cross has been abolished. I wish that those who are troubling you would even mutilate themselves.  
· This paragraph is a heartfelt appeal from Paul to the Galatians and all Christians to expose the consequences of following false teaching…
A. Hindering obedience to the truth vs. helping believers obey in love
· Paul asks – Who hindered you?
· It is clear Paul is referring to the false teachers
· But then it is e=interesting what he says
· Who hindered you from obeying the truth…
· Not – Who hindered you from believing the truth
· Paul point is that faith and belief produce obedience
· Obedience to god through faith is not self-righteousness
· This is important because there are many who say I believe
· Yet they are walking in clear disobedience to the word
· If you continue to live in disobedience to the truth, you must ask yourself whether you truly believe the truth.  
· This then should lead you to consider who or what you are listening to
· One of the marks of following self-righteous works-righteousness is causing you to hinder others to obedience to the truth. 	
· But it does not just stop with the teacher…
· A consequence of following false teaching is that you too may be 
B. Spreading the influence of false teaching vs. sowing the truth of the gospel
· The phrase a little leaven, leavens the whole lump is a warning. 
· Turning back to a yoke of slavery and what is happening has a negative spreading effect on the whole of the church.  
· This is why Paul uses that same phrase in 1 Cor. 5 in regard to church discipline. 
· He says you must remove the leaven...
· remove the person who is continuing in sin because that will affect the rest of the church. 
· On the positive side, if you are growing in faith and growing in love for the Lord and others that also has an influence on others...
· that has a multiplying effect that brings glory God and great benefit to the whole church!
· Do not think that your actions do not matter...
· one of the reasons that “leaven” or yeast is such a good illustration is because its so small. It doesn’t take much to produce a large effect on the entire loaf! 
· Your actions matter! 
DELETE THE FINAL SUBPOINT.
· Paul’s warning to us today is of great importance  because of the impact on our lives and the impact on the church.
· He is encouraging us that our faith in Jesus Christ alone bring hope and blessing.
· And that we can know we have freedom knowing
· That our own works cannot save us  - only Christ alone
· He has set us free from the burden of the law
· He has set us free from the worry and fear that comes in depending on ourselves
· He has given us joy that we might finish the race well
· PRAY
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Jamie Siminolff spent much of his twenties and thirtes as a seral entrepreneur, launching thee tech businesses.
youve probably never heard of. When he finally landed on a breakthrough idea, he it realize it at first; e was just
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