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Intro
· Happy Mother’s Day!
· *time to celebrate + thank
· *also a difficult time for some (lost mother | estranged/absent | painful upbringing | desire to be mothers | lost children | estranged/wandering children)
· *prayer team
· Regardless of where you are, thank you for joining us today! 
· On this Mother’s Day, we’ll take a pause from our Galatians study to consider The Faithfulness of God
· This is a part of a broader series that we’ll be jumping into this summer covering some of the attributes of God
· We’ll get into it once we close out our time in Galatians 
· We’ve already looked at His holiness back in January, we’ll touch on His Goodness on Father’s Day, and starting in July, we’ll look at His love, omnipresence, immutability, sovereignty, independence, and righteousness 
· Our goal is to get to know our awesome God more fully as we isolate several of His characteristics
· Today, we’ll study His faithfulness by walking through Psalm 34 together (please turn there)
· And as we consider the faithfulness of God, a definition may be helpful:
· God’s faithfulness is His utter reliability and trustworthiness to keep His promises to His people
· *explain further
· Now, you may wonder why we chose to break from our Galatians study to cover this topic on Mother’s Day
· There are 3 primary reasons for this:
· 1) *worth studying (helps us know God better | highly applicable)
· 2) *mother’s can look to God’s faithfulness (much of our application) 
· 3) God often uses maternal language to describe His particular attribute of faithfulness 
· Isaiah 46:3-4 – Listen to Me… you who have been borne by Me from birth and have been carried from the womb; even to your old age I will be the same, and even to your graying years I will bear you! I have done it, and I will carry you; and I will bear you and I will deliver you.
· And a bit later in Isaiah…
· Isaiah 49:15-16a – Can a woman forget her nursing child and have no compassion on the son of her womb? Even these may forget, but I will not forget you. Behold, I have inscribed you on the palms of My hands… 
· Deuteronomy 32, Psalm 131, Hosea 11, Matthew 23, and so on 
· Each of these passages appeal to the love of a mother in order to describe God’s faithful love towards His people
· This speaks to how pervasive the quality of faithfulness is seen to exist in the heart of a mother
· But more importantly—as strong as that quality is observed in mothers, faithfulness is infinitely more characteristic of God towards His people
· Few know God’s faithfulness as well as David, who had to continually rely on that attribute of God throughout his life
· Let’s introduce the passage as we get into it… 
Text
· Psalm 34 – A Psalm of David when he feigned madness before Abimelech, who drove him away and he departed. 34 1 I will bless the Lord at all times; His praise shall continually be in my mouth. 2 My soul will make its boast in the Lord; the humble will hear it and rejoice. 3 O magnify the Lord with me, and let us exalt His name together. 4 I sought the Lord, and He answered me, and delivered me from all my fears. 5 They looked to Him and were radiant, and their faces will never be ashamed. 6 This poor man cried,  and the Lord heard him and saved him out of all his troubles. 7 The angel of the Lord encamps around those who fear Him, and rescues them. 8 O taste and see that the Lord is good; how blessed is the man who takes refuge in Him! 9 O fear the Lord, you His saints; for to those who fear Him there is no want. 10 The young lions do lack and suffer hunger; but they who seek the Lord shall not be in want of any good thing. 11 Come, you children, listen to me; I will teach you the fear of the Lord. 12 Who is the man who desires life and loves length of days that he may see good? 13 Keep your tongue from evil and your lips from speaking deceit. 14 Depart from evil and do good; seek peace and pursue it. 15 The eyes of the Lord are toward the righteous and His ears are open to their cry. 16 The face of the Lord is against evildoers, to cut off the memory of them from the earth. 17 The righteous cry, and the Lord hears and delivers them out of all their troubles. 18 The Lord is near to the brokenhearted and saves those who are crushed in spirit. 19 Many are the afflictions of the righteous, but the Lord delivers him out of them all. 20 He keeps all his bones, not one of them is broken. 21 Evil shall slay the wicked, and those who hate the righteous will be condemned. 22 The Lord redeems the soul of His servants, and none of those who take refuge in Him will be condemned.
· Our passage shows 4 aspects of God’s faithfulness:
· 1) the result,
· 2) the experience,
· 3) the condition, and
· 4) the promise
· Let’s start with… 
I. The Result of God’s Faithfulness—Strengthening Praise (vv. 1–3)
· Consider what David was going through
· Saul, his own king and possibly the most powerful man on planet earth at that time, was seeking to kill him
· It was so bad that he thought escaping to the enemy would be his only safe-haven
· And when he’s discovered, what does this fan of the arts resort to?
· He believes his only option is to feign madness!
· What would be the state of your heart at this point in your life? (woe is me!)
· And yet, listen once again to how David opens this Psalm…
· Psalm 34:1-3 – I will bless the Lord at all times; His praise shall continually be in my mouth. My soul will make its boast in the Lord; the humble will hear it and rejoice. O magnify the Lord with me, and let us exalt His name together.
· In these first 3 verses, David uses 6 different verbs to describe his worship of the Lord:
· BLESS | PRAISE | BOAST | REJOICE | MAGNIFY | EXALT 
· He’s crazy about God, and calling everyone else towards the same intense level of worship! 
· It’s almost like he’s so full of worship that words are failing to describe the state of his heart, so he’s using everything he can think of to bring praise to God
· But how is He able to praise after such a terrifying experience?
· Because of the faithfulness of God in the midst of impossible circumstances 
· And this is what makes Psalm 34 particularly encouraging 
· How did David respond when he was in the middle of his trial?
· First, by coming up with a deceptive ploy that someone else (his best friend, Jonathan) would carry out as he hid himself, which almost got his best friend killed 
· Second, by deceiving a priest in order to get food and weapons, implicating this priest in treason, leading to his violent death, followed by 84 of his family members and fellow priests, and then his entire city
· Third, by escaping to the Philistines, his sworn enemy, and pretending to be insane when they capture him
· Have any of you failed worse than that during a trial?
· And yet, GOD was faithful throughout
· Of course, David (and those around him) would have been in a better position if he’d remembered God’s faithfulness in the midst of the trial
· But in light of God’s character, David was able to worship Him upon reflection
· If you were writing this Psalm, and you’d failed in all those ways, how many of you would have written the Psalm a little differently?
· Some of my Psalms after a time of colossal failure are simply: 
· God, sorry I was such an ignoramus… or
· That was really bad – I’ll do better next time… or
· Alright God – lesson learned: I need to trust you – just don’t make me go through that again… or even
· Can you still trust me after I failed so bad?
· What’s the answer?
· According to John 2, He never trusted us in the first place!
· And according to 2 timothy 2…
· 2 Timothy 2:13 – If we are faithless, He remains faithful, for He cannot deny Himself.
· Faithfulness is more than an attribute of God: it’s WHO GOD IS
· So what’s wrong with all the “Psalms” that I write after I fail?
· They’re all centered around… ME!
· What does David rightly do, upon reflection?
· He fixates on GOD and not HIMSELF, which inevitably leads to WORSHIP
· What’s the application for all of us?
· As we witness God’s faithfulness – especially in light of our faithlessness – that should lead us to WORSHIP
· How often it leads to spiraling despair!! 
· Don’t cave into yourself: let your heart explode with worship, to the point where you also are running out of words to describe how awesome our faithful God truly is…
· *mother application 
· But as we see – understanding the sheer depth of God’s faithfulness usually only comes about when we ourselves are sunk low… 
II. The Experience of God’s Faithfulness—Sheer Desperation (vv. 4–8)
· Here we have David reflecting on his recent troubles 
· He brings up the fears that were crippling him 
· He shows his desperation by talking about his need to seek the Lord and cry out to God in the midst of all his troubles
· In other words, David is reflecting on the very dark places he had just come out of
· But there’s something exclusive about the deep pits of life
· It’s in those dark recesses where we we’re capable of seeing the light of God’s faithfulness… 
· Psalm 34:4-8 – I sought the Lord, and He answered me, and delivered me from all my fears. They looked to Him and were radiant, and their faces will never be ashamed. This poor man cried,  and the Lord heard him and saved him out of all his troubles. The angel of the Lord encamps around those who fear Him, and rescues them. O taste and see that the Lord is good; how blessed is the man who takes refuge in Him!
· He begins the Psalm with praise, but he shows in this section what is fueling that level of worship – it’s his hardship
· Let me say it this way: affliction is worship fuel (repeat) 
· BUT – only for those who seek the Lord…
· Notice what David says in this section:
· In his affliction: he sought the Lord, he looked to Him, he cried to Him, he feared Him!
· Affliction is worship fuel if we allow it to expose our own desperation 
· Self-reliant people don’t praise God
· Because WHO are they looking to in their affliction? 
· Very often they blame God and trust themselves… 
· Let me be honest and say what so many of us think when talking about enduring hardship in light of God’s character
· Suffering seems to be a contradiction to the faithfulness of God, doesn’t it?
· You may even say: “if God is faithful, why is my life so completely awful right now?”
· Looking at God’s actions in this passage, you may say: I don’t see Him answering, or delivering, or listening, or saving, or encamping, or rescuing!
· God’s faithfulness is not dependent on our experience
· Ask David when he flees to Gath: is God faithful?
· Ask him when he’s captured by his enemies: is God faithful?
· Ask him when he’s brought before the Philistine king – after David’s killed tens of thousands of his people: is God faithful?
· What is the answer in each of these circumstances? YES
· David knows that God isn’t a puppet, as though its simply a matter of pulling the right string and He’s obligated to respond according to our will
· He states it plainly in v 19: “many are the afflictions of the righteous…”
· When we’re suffering – God is still faithful, because “faithful” is what God IS! 
· Therefore, seek Him! Look to Him! Cry out to Him! 
· And FEAR HIM—which functions as… 
III. The Condition of God’s Faithfulness—Fear of God (vv. 7, 9–14)
· Fear seems to be a strange subject to bring up in a discussion about God’s faithfulness, doesn’t it?
· After all: What is fear?
· If you’re a college student and joined us for our series last semester, we studied this topic, asking the question: why am I fearful?
· If you recall, we drew a distinction between godless fear and fear of the Lord…
· Regarding the latter, we explained that…
· Godless fear describes a confounding panic in response to a perceived danger experienced outside faith in God and His promises
· That may very well describe David’s admission of fear in v 4, as well as his senseless and deceptive behavior in 1 Samuel 20-21 
· Godless fear fails to consider the faithfulness of God – and since it denies reality, it always results in confusion; panic; illogical behavior
· To the contrary… 
· The fear of God describes a clarifying surrender in response to a right understanding of God as He is 
· When we accurately see God’s holiness – especially in the context of our own nature – it brings about fear
· When we rightly see His faithfulness – especially in the context of our own nature – it brings about fear
· When we rightly understand ANYTHING about who God is and what He’s done – especially in the context of our own nature – it brings about fear
· As such, it all comes down to the object of our fear: do we allow ourselves to be overwhelmed by our circumstances, or people, or the future, or loss, or any other person/place/thing/or idea in creation… 
· Or are we overwhelmed by GOD… 
· Psalm 34:7, 9-10 – The angel of the Lord encamps around those who fear Him, and rescues them… O fear the Lord, you His saints; for to those who fear Him there is no want. The young lions do lack and suffer hunger; but they who seek the Lord shall not be in want of any good thing. 
· At this point, you might be thinking: “gee, happy Mother’s Day Stefan – thanks for talking about suffering and fear!”
· And you’d be right: this isn’t a typical Mother’s Day sermon where the preacher cracks a few jokes, tells a few stories and talks about either Hannah or Mary
· We’re trying to understand the faithfulness of God as described in Psalm 34 – and frankly, the context of the passage is rather dark
· But there’s a TON of hope, and a LOT of application for those of us—mothers or otherwise—who fear God… 
· The “fear of God” results in integrity in your… 
· 1. Speech that is not engaged in fraudulently seeking to achieve your own deliverance
· We see this in the next 3 verses 
· Psalm 34:11-13 – Come, you children, listen to me; I will teach you the fear of the Lord. Who is the man who desires life and loves length of days that he may see good? Keep your tongue from evil and your lips from speaking deceit.
· This is one of the primary reasons why Psalm 34 is believed to be a Psalm of repentance
· What was David’s primary sin in the context of writing this passage?
· Deception, resulting from godless fear 
· What’s his proposed solution? FEAR GOD!
· That’s how we keep our tongue from attempting to deliver us through deceit
· But it also results in…  
· 2. Actions that are consistently returning good for evil and not retributive
· The next verse calls us to… 
· Psalm 34:14 – Depart from evil and do good; seek peace and pursue it.
· If we were to go to another typical “mother’s day” passage, we may have landed on Proverbs 31
· What does that passage describe? (a super godly woman) 
· And after describing the 10/10 woman, look at the 2nd to last verse of the chapter:
· Proverbs 31:30 – Charm is deceitful and beauty is vain, but a woman who fears the Lord, she shall be praised.
· Mothers – if you want to be more godly in your role, the answer is simple: FEAR GOD
· The same applies to the rest of us: when we fear the Lord, we’ll become more like Him, because we’re seeking Him for who He is
· Only then are we able to rest in His faithful promises… 
IV. The Promise of God’s Faithfulness—Absolute Deliverance (vv. 15-22)
· If you knew of this Psalm before this morning, it was probably due to one of the passages contained in our final section
· There are some life-giving, foundation-building promises in this last portion… 
· Psalm 34:15-22 – The eyes of the Lord are toward the righteous and His ears are open to their cry. The face of the Lord is against evildoers, to cut off the memory of them from the earth. The righteous cry, and the Lord hears and delivers them out of all their troubles. The Lord is near to the brokenhearted and saves those who are crushed in spirit. Many are the afflictions of the righteous, but the Lord delivers him out of them all. He keeps all his bones, not one of them is broken. Evil shall slay the wicked, and those who hate the righteous will be condemned. The Lord redeems the soul of His servants, and none of those who take refuge in Him will be condemned.
· Sd
· Notice the Lord’s Disposition (His face) towards people… 
· 1. Toward the broken hearted —those whose face is toward Him
· Sd 
· 2. Against the proud — those whose face is against Him
· Sd 
Conclusion
· Sd 
