Well, today is a special day. We put a pause on our study through the book of Galatians to focus on the mother’s in this room on Mother’s Day. 
We want to thank you mothers for your faithful tenderheartedness as you minister to your families in seasons of blessings, but also during seasons of difficulty. 

I think every mother in the room understands what I mean by that, so I don’t want to overstate the obvious.

But I do want to share a story about a story of a mother named Angela Yuan. 

Angela and her husband were living in Taiwan. They had a family dental practice, so the whole family was involved. 

But Angela determined to focus mainly on raising their two sons, Steven and Christopher. One son Steven, after graduating college and essentially left his upbringing. 

Now, I’m not too sure what happened to their son Steven – the story stops with him and picks up on Angela and her other son Christopher. 

At one point, Angela was cleaning up the home when she discovered that her son Christopher had a stash of magazines that confirmed the suspicions she and her husband were having. 

Now, at this point, you may thinking that what she found were sexually explicit magazines of women. But it was actually the opposite. They had discovered a stash of gay pornography. 

In other words over time, their suspicion had been confirmed that their son was living out and practicing a life of homosexuality. 

Their son Christopher confirmed their suspicious after he was confronted. Christopher said, “I am gay. I was born this way.” 

Soon after that, Christopher packed his bags - left his home – and pursued a lifestyle of wayward living. 

In other words, it wasn’t just a life of homosexuality he had pursued. It was unbridled rebellion! There’s something else interesting about this story. Christopher’s parents were atheists! 

Angela had nowhere to turn to. She had already lost one son. Now, she had lost another. So they made plans to move to Louisville, Kentucky. And apparently, it would be there where she would plan to take her own life. 
But before moving, Angela met up with a chaplain who was a follower of Christ. And it was this chaplain who ministered softly into this mother’s hurting mother’s soul. 

After speaking with Angela, her left with her a booklet. The following day, she read the booklet and was cut to the quick with these words from Scripture – the article reads this way

“Nothing can separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus.” On that train and through that booklet, she understood there was a God and that she belonged to him. When she arrived in Louisville, she was a Christian. She went to Christopher’s school, and rather than bid him farewell, simply told him, “I love you, no matter what.”

So while her son had committed to a life of debauchery, his mother began to commit herself to a life of prayer – Tim Challies reads again this way:

She had converted an unused shower in the home to a prayer room and spent so many hours praying and studying her Bible each morning that her knees became hard and calloused. She committed every Monday to prayer and fasting, and once even fasted for 39 straight days. She enlisted hundreds of friends to join her in interceding for her son. …In particular, Angela prayed that in some way and for some reason, Christopher’s friends would desert him.

And the Lord answered her prayer, but not in the way she anticipated. Because what ends up happening is that her son gets arrested and sent to jail for 6 years!

So her son called his mother from Jail – again, the article reads this way:

Angela responded not with despair but with thanksgiving. After all, she had prayed that God would do whatever it takes. …“Christopher was in a safe place, and he had called for the first time.” … And she would continue to pray, to fast, to persevere in her pleas to God. God began to answer.

It was also during around this time where Christopher had learned that he tested positive for AIDS. Talk about devastating news…he found himself alone in prison. The Lord had removed all of his wicked influences, and he finds out he has AIDS as a result of his wayward living. 

Let’s get back to the article – 

On his third day in prison, Christopher walked past a pile of trash and noticed a book lying there. He picked it up and found it was a brand new Gideon’s New Testament. ...he went back to his cell and began to read. He read it through, then read it again and again. It began to make sense. He began to even join a friend to study the Bible together.  

A short time later, he was transferred to another prison, where he found these words scribbled on the underside of the top metal bunk: “If you’re bored, read Jeremiah 29:11.” He did, and for the first time considered that he—even he—might have a hope and a future. “For the rest of my life, I was going to live with this felony on my record—like a permanent stain branded on my soul. But with God it seemed I had no record; I had no debt to be paid; I had no shameful past. I wanted that. 

At some point in prison, the Lord had opened the heart of this wayward man to Christ, and got converted while in prison! 

He began … to tell others about Jesus and even to preach the gospel within the prison. He soon understood he would have to deal with the matter of his sexuality and, searching the Bible, determined that to honor God he must first establish his true identity. “I am not a gay Christian or a straight Christian. I am not a Chinese Christian or a male Christian. I am simply a Christian. This is my main identity.” He determined he would diligently pursue holy sexuality, which is one of two paths, either faithfulness in marriage (between a husband and wife) or chastity in singleness.

Six years later, Christopher was released from prison and went to seminary. As far as I know, he currently teaches at Moody Bible Institute. 

Oh by the way: He and his mother wrote a book together – it’s called Out of a Far Country. 
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The title reflects the NT account of the prodigal son who went to a far country and returned home. 

No one will ever tell me that God doesn’t answer prayer – he does. And our Lord stooped down to hear the cries of this mother. 

Now, the story does not go on to tell us about her other son Steven, or even about her husband Leon. 

But after reading about Angela’s prayerful heart, there’s no question in my mind that she is still praying for their salvation of her husband and son Steven. 

In Isaiah 49 – we read 

Isaiah 49:15-16 “Can a woman forget her nursing child 
And have no compassion on the son of her womb? 
Even these may forget, but I will not forget you. 
“Behold, I have inscribed you on the palms of My hands;”

In other words, there’s no way that God will forget his people! We’ve titled this sermon The Faithfulness of God, because we understand that it is the Lord who answer his people’s prayer. 

God’s faithfulness is His utter reliability and trustworthiness to keep His promises to His people

With that said, please turn to Psalm 34. The title gives us the context in David writes – “A psalm of David when he feigned madness before Abimelech who drove him aways and David departed.”

You can read about what happened in 1 Sam 21, but I digress.

Psalm 34:1-22 (read) this is the Word of the Lord

This morning we want to see how God’s faithfulness meets with broken people. 

4 aspects of God’s faithfulness that provide sure hope for God’s people. 

The first aspect of God’s faithfulness providing sure hope is..

1. The Result of God’s Faithfulness—Strengthening Praise (vv. 1–3) 

David starts the Psalm with a final cry of His soul’s recent experience.

This is not his first cry, which we will see in a moment…

Whatever he has going through, he stands before a congregation of people and saying….

1I will bless the Lord at all times; 
His praise shall continually be in my mouth. 
2My soul will make its boast in the Lord; 

His experience with the Lord is something He and God intends to be strengthening to others in distressing and troubling circumstances….

Psalm 34:2 “The humble will hear it and rejoice.” 

And together as the people hear about God’s faithfulness that is meant to be celebrated together…..

Psalm 34: 3 “O magnify the Lord with me, 
And let us exalt His name together.” 

In other words, God’s faithfulness is intended to be known through the praises of His people. 

How are discouraged mothers encouraged toward God’s faithfulness? And the answer is through the praises of a mother talking about God’s faithfulness!

How are weary disciples sustained…through other disciples sharing their experience of God’s faithfulness in their lives. 

Part and parcel of being a follower of Christ involves the sharing of our experiences, whether good or even painful, and how our God’s was faithful to us walk us through whatever valley he has designed for us to walk in. 

God has always intended that His faithfulness be carried into the world through the prayers and praises of His people.

So how is that shaking out for you? And are you a part of a community of the redeemed that fosters that? 

Because if you’re not, then I can at-least tell what you’re not experiencing in your life right now – and that is – 

2. The Experience of God’s Faithfulness—Sheer Desperation (vv. 4–8). 

Take note of David’s despair in verses 4-8





Please bold and underline the below of verse 5-6

Psalm 34:5 “I sought the Lord, and He answered me,
And delivered me from all my fears.” 

He is the poor man of verse 6 – 

Psalm 34:6 “This poor man cried, and the Lord heard him
And saved him out of all his troubles.

Whatever his circumstances were, he saw no way out of his predicament! All he could do was to look up…

Psalm 34:4-8

4 I sought the Lord, and He answered me, 
And delivered me from all my fears (dread). 
5 They looked to Him and were radiant, 
And their faces will never be ashamed. 
6This poor man cried, 
and the Lord heard him 
And saved him out of all his troubles. 
7The angel of the Lord encamps around those who fear Him, 
And rescues them. 
8 O taste and see that the Lord is good; 
How blessed is the man who takes refuge in Him!

What’s fascinating about this is what David is remembering. So he highlights a circumstance that transpired during the Exodus in chapter 14:10. 

And it was in that passage where we see a visible manifestation of Yahweh called the “Angel of Yahweh.” 

And if you’ve done any study on who this Angel of Yahweh is, we come to understand that it is none other than the 2nd Person of Trinity, Jesus Christ, who came down as a theophany. 

A Theophany is a visible manifestation of God. You see him frequently throughout the Old Testament.  


One example of who he is was identified by Hosea the prophet. In chapter 12:4, the prophet looks back to when Jacob wrestled with a mysterious person who was identified as a divine being in order to receive the blessing of his future as well as safety from his brother Esau. 

Note, what Hosea said about this divine being – 

Please bold and underline the passage below

Hosea 12:4 “Yes, he wrestled with the angel and prevailed; He wept and sought His favor. He found Him at Bethel And there He spoke with us, Even the Lord, the God of hosts,
The Lord is His name.”

I pointed that out because I wanted you to understand who David was referring to – that it was the LORD Himself who was faithful to him in the most dire of circumstances. 

Yahweh led his people into an impossible scenario in order to demonstrate that God was ready to do the impossible. What we could not do for ourselves, God did by making a way through the sea

That is how David saw his circumstances – he needed the Lord to deliver him from his circumstances!

How many of you in this room have been in a situation in which you are utterly desperate and cannot see any way out of your circumstances?

And I think it’s mothers in prayer feel their prayers to their Lord so deeply at a profound level, perhaps more so than any man. 

Where would we be without your prayers to the Lord?

· Where would Samuel be without the tearful prayers of her mother Hanah in 1 Samuel? 

· Where would the church Father, Augustine, be without the tearful prayers of her mother Monica? 

· Where would Charles Spurgeon be without the prayers of his mother Eliza?

· Where would Christopher be without prayer filled cries of his mother, Yuan? 

· Where would I be without the prayers of my mom’s sister who prayed for our salvation, and later received the answers to her prayer? 

· Where would you be without the prayers of your mother today? 

Perhaps the Lord ought to allow a little desperation in our lives for us to pray more often. 

Because let’s be honest: we tend to be more prayerful when our circumstances are more troublesome, rather than to simply be faithful and devoted to God’s faithfulness in prayer. 

1. I asked the Lord that I might grow
In faith, and love, and ev'ry grace,
Might more of his salvation know,
And seek more earnestly his face.

2. 'Twas he who taught me thus to pray,
And he, I trust, has answered prayer,
But it has been in such a way
As almost drove me to despair.

3. I hoped that in some favored hour,
At once he'd answer my request,
And by his love's constraining power,
Subdue my sins and give me rest.

4. Instead of this, he made me feel
The hidden evils of my heart
And let the angry powers of Hell
Assault my soul in every part.

5. Yea, more with his own hand he seemed
Intent to aggravate my woe,
Crossed all the fair designs I schemed,
Cast out my feelings, laid me low.

6. Lord, “Why is this?” I trembling cried,
“Will you pursue your worm to death?”
“’Tis in this way,” The Lord replied,
“I answer prayer for grace and faith.”

7. “These inward trials I employ
From self and pride to set you free
And break your schemes of earthly joy
That you would seek your all in me.”


God will allow desperation in our lives in order to demonstrate his faithfulness to his people. 

A 3rd aspect of God’s faithfulness is seen in our fear of him

3. The Condition of God’s Faithfulness—Fear of God (vv. 7, 9–14)

This is a tough one for some of us to grasp, even for me. We’re going to have to really wrestle with this theology.  

But David is seems to be saying that God’s faithfulness is connected to our fear of Him. 

Notice verse 7 – 

Psalm 34:7 “The angel of the Lord encamps around those who fear Him,
And rescues them.”

Now, take a look at verse 9

Psalm 34:9 “Fear the Lord, you His saints; For to those who fear Him there is no lack of anything.” 

“The fear of the Lord is having reverence for him that impacts the way that I live (taken from Got Questions: “What Does it mean to have The Fear of God)

 The “fear of God” results in integrity in your

1. Speech that does not participate in fraudulently seeking to achieve your own deliverance

Psalm 34:11-13 “Come, you children, listen to me; I will teach you the fear of the Lord.
12 Who is the man who desires life And loves length of days that he may see good?
13 Keep your tongue from evil And your lips from speaking deceit.”

Let’s put it together. 

· Whatever my troubling circumstances may be, if I fear God….I will not engage in deceptive speech in order to get myself out of trouble.

·  Whatever my troubling circumstances may be, if I God is my maker and I am his, then it ought to follow that my actions will be returning good for evil. 

2. Actions that are consistently returning good for evil and not retributive






Psalm 34:14 “Depart from evil and do good; Seek peace and pursue it

What is so often our first response when we get ourselves into trouble by our own sinful devises – we get…desperate. 

And what happens after desperation? We will often use our speech or actions to manipulate and get what we want. 

Surely, there’s some truth to what we’re saying, but error is often masquerades as…truth. 

And for the sake of the argument, let’s say through manipulation or vengeance you actually do get your pound of flesh…who do you attribute your deliverance to? 

I’m telling you right now – it wasn’t the LORD who delivered you. 

You see, it was your wisdom…your ingenuity…your strength. Eventually, God allows circumstances in your life in which there’s no way that you can claw your way out of your own predicament. 

God says, no…if you want to see God’s faithful deliverance…then stop the lying – stop the deceiving – stop the manipulating - stop your pursual of vengeance. 

You see, our Lord has given to us example after example of God’s people acting out of desperation such that they resorted to manipulation (Abraham, Jacob, and David), yet in various circumstances God is still delivering them time after time. 

Now, that’s a tension that needs resolving, if I do say so myself! Well, we need to get to our last aspect of God’s faithfulness.

And that is…

4. The Promise of God’s Faithfulness—Absolute Deliverance

The last part of the psalm is so very precious regarding the Faithfulness of God. 

Psalm 34:15-22
The eyes of the Lord are toward the righteous
And His ears are open to their cry.
16 The face of the Lord is against evildoers,
To cut off the memory of them from the earth.
17 The righteous cry, and the Lord hears
And delivers them out of all their troubles.
18 The Lord is near to the brokenhearted
And saves those who are [a]crushed in spirit.
19 Many are the afflictions of the righteous,
But the Lord delivers him out of them all.
20 He keeps all his bones,
Not one of them is broken.
21 Evil shall slay the wicked,
And those who hate the righteous will be [b]condemned.
22 The Lord redeems the soul of His servants,
And none of those who take refuge in Him will be [c]condemned.

Here you have the sweeping promise of a God who faithfully delivers His people. 

There is no exception clause to the type of circumstances

The Lord delivers His people out of ALL their troubles, somehow, some way….

Then, we see a reference to LORD who “keeps all of his bones and not one of them will be broken.”

Now, this ought to sound familiar to us – the Passover lamb, where he is killed to deliver God’s people but the lamb’s bones are not broken. 

Its almost as if God’s people are certainly offered up for many many afflictions…as a lamb led to the slaughter but as they walk through the fires…they can emerge whole….with bones—your structure for life—fully intact….somehow…

And 

Notice the Lord’s Disposition (His face) toward peoples

1. Toward the broken hearted —those whose face is toward Him  Him

The eyes of the Lord are toward the righteous
His ears open to their cry

Like a mother near their crying child….The Lord is near to the broken hearted

But

The face of the Lord is 





2. Against the proud — those whose face is against Him

Allow me to tie up some loose ends here by going back to Yuan and her son Christopher. 

· You may remember that she and her husband were atheist. That’s how they raised their kids also. 

· You may remember her son left the home to live a wayward life.

· You may remember her plan to move to Kentucky and subsequently take her life. 

· You may remember how she heard the Gospel from the chaplain.

· You may remember how she read the booklet by the chaplain that contained the Gospel

· You may remember her salvation story. 

But what I didn’t tell you was that she gave to her son an ultimatum – leave your wayward life, or leave the house. So her son left the home. 

Angela eventually learned that before she could ever come before the throne of God above – in order for her to have a strong and perfect plea, she needed a great High Priest whose name is love to intercede for thee. 

She needed Christ first and foremost! And when she had found Christ, she would come to understanding that no amount of emotionally manipulation by way of control could ever conform her son to a set of rules. 

She came to understand that it was that only the Holy Spirit to change the heart of her son.  

I would hope that you are hearing – “Keep your tongue from evil
And your lips from speaking deceit.” (Psalm 34:13)

She had to get to the point where she wanted to be a godly mother more than she wanted a “good son.” 

“Good sons” don’t go to heaven, saved sons do! 

Before Angela could be a steadfast faithful prayer warrior loving her son well…
she had to be gripped by the loving faithful God who sent His son for her…..

Because there is One who only and ever manifested the perfect fear of His father…

He kept his lips from manipulating the circumstances. When reviled He did not revile in return, when suffering he uttered no threats

His actions were consistently returning good for evil…and ultimately on the cross performed the ultimate act of returning good for evil…

On the cross there…the son of God cried out in desperation

On the cross there…the brokenhearted son of God in anguish, cried, “my god my god why have you forsaken me.”

There on the cross, the face of God was turned away from His righteous son..

There on the cross, the face of God was against His righteous son.

And there on the cross in that moment…Jesus was not delivered from death…

He was the Passover lamb….but his bones were not broken….

Why???!!!!

Jesus experienced the lack of deliverance by the Father on that day so that we in Him we could be eternally delivered and have the promises of this Psalm applied to us….

Today, the father looks at those of you in Christ as having the pure fear of the Lord….

Angela Yuan in desperation, cried out to the faithful one on her behalf 

She was desperate. And there the faithful God met her and delivered her from her ultimate trouble of sin.

And there she was credited with the pure fear of the Lord manifested by Christ….

Then she too learned to have this fear of God….learning that her son’s  biggest problem was not his sexuality, but what that sexuality represented---alienation from God…

Therefore, she set out faithfully pursuing His soul in prayer and not His sexuality…

And our Faithful God in that instance chose to rescue Christopher.

And while we may see God act in very specific ways here on earth like God’s answer to Angela’s prayer… one day….this psalm with all of its soaring promises will be true of all in Christ

….you will be delivered from all of your fears
…you will be saved out of all your troubles
..you will be delivered out of them all…..
…and in the company of the saints and in front of all the world we will together

bless the Lord at all times; 
His praise shall continually be in our mouth. 
Our souls will perfectly make it boast in the Lord; 
All souls from eternity past, and the angels…will hear it and rejoice. 
3 O magnify the Lord with me, And let us exalt His name together. 

Pray…
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