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Welcome Faith family to our motherhood celebration today!

God designed a beautiful plan for the rearing of children with godly fathers and mothers—each with their different design and dispositions. 

Thank you mothers for all your tender, persevering, and faithful work which can be described in the phrase, “a mother’s heart”—of  which we all know what that means.

One mother, Angela Yuan, had that heart. 

One day, after discovering a stash of illicit material, Angela and her husband spoke to their son Christopher. 

Christopher confirmed what they suspected. Christopher said, “I am gay. I was born this way.” 

Those words broke Angela’s heart. 

Christopher packed his bags and left the home to pursue the lifestyle of his choice

As Christopher pursued a life of partying Angela eventually pursued a life of prayer.  
{Summary that follows is from Tim Challies }
https://www.challies.com/christian-men-and-their-godly-moms/the-power-of-a-persevering-mother-christian-men-and-their-godly-moms/}  She had converted an unused shower in the home to a prayer room and spent so many hours praying and studying her Bible each morning that her knees became hard and calloused. She committed every Monday to prayer and fasting, and once even fasted for 39 straight days. She enlisted hundreds of friends to join her in interceding for her son. …

While not exactly as she anticipated, God answered her prayer by having authorities arrest Christorpher’s on drug charges where he ended up in jail for six years. 

{again from Tim Challies’ summary}

Angela responded not with despair but with thanksgiving. After all, she had prayed that God would do whatever it takes. …“Christopher was in a safe place, and he had called for the first time.” … And she would continue to pray, to fast, to persevere in her pleas to God. 

On his third day in prison, Christopher walked past a pile of trash and noticed a book lying there. He picked it up and found it was a brand new Gideon’s New Testament. ...he went back to his cell and began to read. He read it through, then read it again and again. It began to make sense. 

[Christopher eventually was converted to Christ.]

He began … to tell others about Jesus … within the prison. He soon understood he would have to deal with the matter of his sexuality and, searching the Bible, determined that to honor God he must first establish his true identity. “I am not a gay Christian or a straight Christian. I am not a Chinese Christian or a male Christian. I am simply a Christian. This is my main identity.” He determined he would diligently pursue holy sexuality, which is one of two paths, either faithfulness in marriage (between a husband and wife) or chastity in singleness.

After prison, Christopher and his mom wrote the book, “Out of a far country” 
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Friends, this morning, I place before you an inspiring example of a mother’s faithful heart. 

Faithful to pray and intercede for her children. 

But there is a greater example of that—God’s faithfulness to his wayward people.

Today, mother’s day, we are taking a break from our study in Galatians and I want to speak to you about 

The Faithfulness of God

Please open your bible to Psalm 34

This Psalm of David is an acrostic Psalm.

That means each verse starts with a letter of the Hebrew alphabet

So, in essence the psalm’s structure gives us a picture of God’s sweeping faithfulness from A-Z. 

And before we read, I would like to give you a definition of God’s faithfulness to keep in mind. 

God’s faithfulness is His utter reliability and trustworthiness to keep His promises to His people

Follow along with me as I read the Word of God.

Psalm 34:1
1I will bless the Lord at all times; 
His praise shall continually be in my mouth. 
2My soul will make its boast in the Lord; 
The humble will hear it and rejoice. 
3O magnify the Lord with me, 
And let us exalt His name together. 

4I sought the Lord, and He answered me, 
And delivered me from all my fears (dread). 
5They looked to Him and were radiant, 
And their faces will never be ashamed. 
6This poor man cried, 
and the Lord heard him 
And saved him out of all his troubles. 
7The angel of the Lord encamps 
      around those who fear Him, 
And rescues them. 
8O taste and see that the Lord is good; 
How blessed is the man who takes refuge in Him!
 
9O fear the Lord, you His saints; 
For to those who fear Him there is no want. 
10The young lions do lack and suffer hunger; 
But they who seek the Lord 
    shall not be in want of any good thing. 
11Come, you children, listen to me; 
I will teach you the fear of the Lord. 
12Who is the man who desires life 
And loves length of days that he may see good? 

13Keep your tongue from evil 
And your lips from speaking deceit. 

14Depart from evil and do good; 
Seek peace and pursue it. 

If you want a description of a faithful God, here it is….

15The eyes of the Lord are to the righteous 
And His ears to their cry. 
16The face of the Lord is against evildoers, 
To cut off the memory of them from the earth. 
17The righteous cry, and the Lord hears 
And delivers them out of all their troubles. 
18The Lord is near to the brokenhearted 
And saves those who are crushed in spirit. 
19Many are the afflictions of the righteous, 
But the Lord delivers him out of them all. 
20He keeps all his bones, 
Not one of them is broken. 
21Evil shall slay the wicked, 
And those who hate the righteous 
    will be condemned. 
22The Lord redeems the soul of His servants,
And none of those who take refuge 
     in Him will be condemned.

Through Psalm 34 we see 4 aspects of God’s faithfulness meeting desperate people.  

The Result of God’s Faithfulness 
The Experience of God’s Faithfulness 
The Condition of God’s Faithfulness
The Promise of God’s Faithfulness

The first aspect of God’s faithfulness we see is…

1. The Result of God’s Faithfulness—Strengthening Praise (vv. 1–3) 

David starts the Psalm with a final cry of His soul’s recent experience.

This is not his first cry….which we will see in just a moment…

Whatever he has gone through, it is now, that he is standing before a congregation of people and saying….

1I will bless the Lord at all times; 
His praise shall continually be in my mouth. 
2My soul will make its boast in the Lord; 

His experience with the Lord’s faithfulness is something He and God intends to be strengthening to others in distressing and troubling circumstances for…

The humble will hear it and rejoice. 

And together as the people hear about God’s faithfulness that is meant to be celebrated together…..

3O magnify the Lord with me, 
And let us exalt His name together. 

Here is the point of this section of the text.

God’s intended His faithfulness to be known through the celebratory praises of His people 

This isn’t just David’s experience—this is God’s pattern throughout Scripture…”



In Exodus where God’s people were in a seemingly hopeless situation caught between the Red sea and the armies of Pharoah advancing. 

God delivered them!

And Moses writes a song celebrating God’s faithful deliverance of His people in Exodus 15.

Exodus 15:1Then Moses and the sons of Israel sang this song to the Lord, and said, 
I will sing to the Lord, for He is highly exalted; 
The horse and its rider He has hurled into the sea. 
2“The Lord is my strength and song, 
And He has become my salvation; 
This is my God, and I will praise Him; 
My father’s God, and I will extol Him. 

Again when God’s people were redeemed from another foreign country 

In Isaiah 48:20   God says….
20Go forth from Babylon! Flee from the Chaldeans! 
Declare with the sound of joyful shouting, proclaim this, 
Send it out to the end of the earth; 
Say, “The Lord has redeemed His servant Jacob.” 

And in the ultimate faithful deliverance by God from our sin….

God says… in Mark 16:15	And He said to them, “Go into all the world and preach the gospel to all creation. 

Now, let me ask a few applicational questions

How does God’s name and fame spread?

Through the praise of His people!

How are God’s people encouraged and strengthened in God’s faithfulness….?!!

Through the praise of His people!!!!

How are discouraged mothers encouraged in God’s faithfulness…?!!

· Through the praise of other mothers sharing God’s faithfulness

Consider Angela Yuan…she now travels now with her son sharing their story of God’s faithfulness. 

How are weary disciples sustained?!!!

Through other disciples sharing their experience of God’s faithfulness

How are disciples of Jesus made?  

Through disciples sharing of their experience of God’s faithfulness in saving them through the Gospel? 

So, with a little tongue in cheek, what should each of you should do when one of your pastors, or your ABF teacher, or your small group leader, is dispassionately droning on about some aspect doctrine….you should interrupt and say, teacher, I have a praise of God’s faithfulness… let me tell you about what he did for me!!!!

God has always intended that His faithfulness be carried into the world on the praises of His people. 

Are you involved with people in this way? 

Are you inserting yourself into community where that can happen to you?

And, are you doing that for others?

If you do not have that kind of praise to share, then a question for you is, “Have you been in the place that stimulates that kind of praise? 

That place is what David describes next—desperation.

2. The Experience of God’s Faithfulness—Sheer Desperation (vv. 4–8)  

In the Scripture text that I’m about to read, notice David’s shear desperation….

“I sought”
He calls himself a “poor man” that cries”

He mentions  
· “all my fears”
· “All my troubles”

And he brings in a picture of one of God’s people’s previous impossible scenarios in which they also saw no way out. 

As I read, see if you can pick up on that picture.

4I sought the Lord, and He answered me, 
And delivered me from all my fears (dread). 
5They looked to Him and were radiant, 
And their faces will never be ashamed. 
6This poor man cried, 
and the Lord heard him 
And saved him out of all his troubles. 
7The angel of the Lord encamps around those who fear Him, 
And rescues them. 
8O taste and see that the Lord is good; 
How blessed is the man who takes refuge in Him!
 
From where did David get that “angel of the Lord” concept? 

And how does he envision his circumstances?

David knows his bible! Consider…

Exodus 14:10As Pharaoh drew near, the sons of Israel looked, and behold, the Egyptians were marching after them, and they became very frightened; so the sons of Israel cried out to the Lord. …19The angel of God, who had been going before the camp of Israel, moved and went behind them; 

The Lord had led his people into an impossible desperate circumstance where they saw no way out.

God moved to protect them until God was ready to do the impossible---make a way through the sea…

David feels as if he is there …. needing the angel of the Lord to encamp around him…until God made a way.

Folks…how many of you have truly been in a place where you are utterly desperate and cannot envision any way out?

Angela Yuan was desperate for her son

· She remodeled an unused shower to be a prayer chamber
· Her knees became calloused because of her desperation
· She fasted for 39 days!!

Mothers…your hearts seem often to experience this desperation more. 

Thank you mothers for your cries of desperation for your families…

Where would we be without… 
· the desperation of Hanah in 1 Samuel for a child, 
· the desperation of Church Father Augustine’s mom who prayed for her immoral son, 
· the desperation of Charles Spurgeon’s mom
· the desperation of many of your mom’s 

God often uses desperation to deepen our experience of His faithfulness producing praise. 

Sometimes, that desperation also occurs because God is removing the things we typically trust in so that we learn to trust in Him alone.

John Newton wrote a hymn entitled I asked the Lord that I might grow.

Listen to these lyrics

I asked the Lord that I might grow
In faith, and love, and every grace;
Might more of His salvation know,
And seek, more earnestly, His face.

‘Twas He who taught me thus to pray,
And He, I trust, has answered prayer,
But it has been in such a way
As almost drove me to despair.

I hoped that in some favored hour,
At once He’d answer my request;
And by His love’s constraining pow’r,
Subdue my sins, and give me rest.

Instead of this, He made me feel
The hidden evils of my heart;
And let the angry pow’rs of hell
Assault my soul in every part.
..
Lord, why is this, I trembling cried,
Wilt thou pursue thy worm to death?
“‘Tis in this way, the Lord replied,
I answer prayer for grace and faith.

These inward trials I employ,
From self, and pride, to set thee free;
And break thy schemes of earthly joy,
That thou may’st find thy all in Me.”

May God make us desperate for Him alone either through outward trials of circumstances or inward trials of the heart. ….

The third aspect of God’s faithfulness meeting desperate people is…

3. The Condition of God’s Faithfulness—Fear of God (vv. 7, 9–14)

Friends, as comforting and hopeful as the previous verses were, the next section could be a bit troubling if you think about it.

God’s faithfulness seems to be conditioned on something

Let’s read about it…

Again, notice verse 7

7The angel of the Lord encamps around those who fear Him, 
And rescues them. 

Then….verse 9….

9O fear the Lord, you His saints; 
For to those who fear Him there is no want. 
10The young lions do lack and suffer hunger; 
But they who seek the Lord 
    shall not be in want of any good thing. 

Upon what is God’s faithfulness conditioned? 

The Fear of the Lord!

Then you ask, well P. Aucoin what is that? 

Here is my best synthesis of the meaning of the fear of the Lord

The fear of the Lord is living every moment aware that God is God, my maker,  and I am His—and therefore I obey Him.”

Living every moment understanding I am not my own

Living every moment understanding God is God

And Living every moment obedient to Him

Who does that? 

That’s why I submit to you there is a bit of tension in this passage!

God’s faithfulness is seemingly contingent upon you being that….!!

And furthermore,….

The “fear of God” results in integrity in your

1. Speech that does not participate in fraudulently seeking to achieve your own deliverance

11Come, you children, listen to me; 
I will teach you the fear of the Lord. 
12Who is the man who desires life 
And loves length of days that he may see good? 
13Keep your tongue from evil 
And your lips from speaking deceit. 

In my troubling circumstances, if I fear God….I will not engage in deceptive speech to get out of them.

And in my troubling circumstances, if I recognize that God is my maker and I am His…. …I will have 

2. Actions that are consistently returning good for evil and are not retributive

14Depart from evil and do good; 
Seek peace and pursue it. 

Think about why this is so.

What is often my first response when I am desperate?

I use my speech or actions to get what I want…

And for the sake of the argument, let’s say through manipulation or vengeance you actually do get a pound of flesh…To whom do you attribute your deliverance? 

 Yourself, your wisdom…your ingenuity…your strength…

God says, No…if you want to see my faithful deliverance…then stop lying, deceiving, manipulating, and pursuing vengeance yourself.

While we don’t have time today, I encourage you to write this reference down---1 Peter 2:21 through chapter 3 and you will see the apostle Peter’s practical application of Psalm 34.

On this mother’s day, I would also encourage your reading of Proverbs 31 that concludes with the statement “A woman who fears the LORD she shall be praise.” 

There in Proverbs 31 you can see the integrity, righteousness, and trust she has in the Lord as a fleshed out example of what the fear of the Lord means.

Friends here today, I have laid out the condition of God’s faithfulness—the fear of the Lord….but I have not yet explained how that condition is met by those of us who fail in fearing the Lord.

And there are countless examples in scripture of God’s people manipulating and deceiving like Abraham, Jacob, and David.

Yet in their circumstances God still delivers them time after time….

Is there anyone that is consistently fearing the Lord? 

How do we resolve this tension?

I will resolve that in the fourth aspect of God’s faithfulness that meets desperate people  

4. The Promise of God’s Faithfulness—Absolute Deliverance

Friends. the last part of the psalm is the most precious regarding the faithfulness of God….

It’s promises are seemingly too sweeping to be real and true. 

Listen again…

15The eyes of the Lord are to the righteous 
And His ears to their cry. 
16The face of the Lord is against evildoers, 
To cut off the memory of them from the earth. 
17The righteous cry, and the Lord hears 
And delivers them out of all their troubles. 
18The Lord is near to the brokenhearted 
And saves those who are crushed in spirit. 
19Many are the afflictions of the righteous, 
But the Lord delivers him out of them all. 
20He keeps all his bones, 
Not one of them is broken. 
21Evil shall slay the wicked, 
And those who hate the righteous will be condemned. 
22The Lord redeems the soul of His servants,
And none of those who take refuge in Him will be condemned.

You see the soaring promise of a God who faithfully delivers His people

There is no caveat on which type of circumstances!

The Lord delivers His people out of ALL their troubles, somehow, some way. 

Furthermore, you have this reference that the Lord even “keeps all of his bones and not one of them will be broken.”

Where have God’s people heard that before?!

David is likely referencing another Exodus event…the Passover lamb.. 

There the Passover lamb is killed to deliver God’s people but the lamb’s bones are strictly forbidden to be broken. 

Its almost as if God’s people are offered up for many many affliction, as a lamb led to the slaughter, but as they walk through those fires…they can emerge whole….with bones—the structure for life—fully intact….somehow…

For

Notice the Lord’s Disposition (His face) toward peoples

1) Toward the broken hearted —those whose face is toward Him  Him  

(those with many afflictions) 

The eyes of the Lord are toward the righteous
His ears open to their cry

Like a mother near their crying child….The Lord is near to the broken hearted

But

The face of the Lord is 

2) Against the proud — those whose face is against Him

But again, this produces the same tension I mentioned before….

Before we resolve this in Christ, let me return to Angela

I purposely withheld some of Angela’s story until now.  

Angela and her husband were not Christians when their son professed his sexual orientation and pursued his gay lifestyle.

You could not say they “feared the Lord”

In fact, the family was atheist. 

In one sense it is surprising that their son’s lifestyle bothered her so much.

Yet, for many reasons, Angela’s life was bound up in her son.

Initially, when Angela heard her son’s confession she kicked her son out of her house….and she went into a suicidal despair….

Reading Tim Challie’s summary of the story. 

Christopher’s  choice ….was too much for Angela to bear. She made a plan: go to Louisville, say farewell to Christopher, and end her own life. But before leaving, she chose to visit a chaplain—an inexplicable decision for the avowed atheist. He spoke kindly to her, offered what encouragement he could, then handed her a booklet. The next day, while on the train to Louisville, she …pulled it out. She began to read of the love of God …… On that train and through that booklet, she understood there was a God and that she belonged to him (there’s the fear of the Lord there). When she arrived in Louisville, she was a Christian. She went to Christopher’s school, and rather than bid him farewell, simply told him, “I love you, no matter what.”

Angela also had to learn that before she should ask God for her son’s repentance, she needed to repent of a certain orientation herself. 

She confessed that she was trying to play Holy Spirit to her son to manipulate an outcome.

She believed that when she had kicked her son out of the house, she was acting out of fear and control and not love….

Are you hearing in this “keep you lips from evil and do good?”

She had to get to the point where she wanted to be a godly mother more than she wanted a “good son”

As the example of Angela goes so also are we in that none of us fear God perfectly

None of us are desperate solely for God alone

Our motives are mixed for earthly deliverance, vindication for our own selfish ends

So what does that mean?!

Is God destined to NOT be faithful because we are faithless and regularly do not fear Him?

Is that where we are on this mother’s day? 

Hopeless?

Say “no” 

Friends, before Angela could be a steadfast faithful prayer warrior loving her son well….she had to be gripped by the loving faithful God who sent His son for her…..

Because there is One who only and ever manifested the perfect fear of His father…He kept his lips from manipulating the circumstances. 

When reviled He did not revile in return, when suffering he uttered no threats

His actions were consistently returning good for evil unto the ultimate end of dying on the cross for us

On the cross there…the desperate, brokenhearted,  Son of God cried out 

 “my god my god why have you forsaken me.”

There was the only truly righteous one, yet was God face turned toward Him or against Him?

There on the cross, the face of God was turned away from His righteous son..

And there on the cross in that moment…Jesus was not delivered from death…

He was the Passover lamb….but his bones were not broken….

Why???!!!!

Jesus experienced the lack of deliverance by the Father on that day so that we in Him we could be eternally delivered and have the promises of this Psalm applied to us….

Today, the father looks at those of you in Christ as having the pure fear of the Lord….

Angela Yuan in desperation, cried out to the faithful One  

She was desperate. 

And there the faithful God met her and delivered her from her ultimate trouble of sin.

And there she was credited with the pure fear of the Lord manifested by Christ….

Then she too learned to have this fear of God….learning that her son’s  biggest problem was not his sexuality, but what that sexuality represented---alienation from God…

Therefore, she set out faithfully pursuing His soul in prayer and not His sexuality…

And our Faithful God in that instance chose to also rescue Christopher.

And while we may see God act in very specific ways here on earth like God’s answer to Angela’s prayer… one day….this psalm with all of its soaring promises will be true of all in Christ

….you will be delivered from all of your fears
…you will be saved out of all your troubles
..you will be delivered out of them all…..
…and in the company of the saints and in front of all the world we will together

bless the Lord at all times; 
His praise shall continually be in our mouth. 
Our souls will perfectly make it boast in the Lord; 
All souls from eternity past, and the angels…will hear it and rejoice. 
3O magnify the Lord with me, And let us exalt His name together. 

[Make a Gospel appeal at this point]

[Encourage the believer that because of Christ’s love cry out in desperation regularly to Him. For His face is ]

Let’s pray
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