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Living Faithfully While Waiting for Our Resurrection. 
Easter Sunday; April 6, 2026

He is Risen! 

Resurrection Sunday (Easter) is an important Christian holiday because we remember that Jesus rose from the dead on a Sunday (the 3rd day after his crucifixion) and that Jesus is alive! 

Without the resurrection, the good news about Jesus Christ collapses!

But with the resurrection we know that Jesus took on himself God’s just anger toward our evil, shielding us from what we deserve for our evil. 
Jesus died for our sins in our place. 

Jesus provided the only way of peace with God. The resurrection proves that God accepted his sacrificial death for us. We have hope for a right relationship with our Creator. 
Jesus resurrection makes adoption into God’s family possible.
His resurrection enables our redemption (to be purchased by God and set free from the power of sin), regeneration (new life), justification (declared righteous).

We celebrate because Jesus lives! Thank you Jesus!

This year our annual theme is Prioritizing the Gospel (the goods news about Jesus).
· To this point we have been studying Galatians where Paul makes a defense of the genuine gospel along the lines of justification by faith, freedom in Jesus, and behavior consistent with the gospel. 
· If you are just joining us, then we would love to have to after Easter where we will continue our series.
· We paused the study of Galatians to focus on 1 Corinthians 15 in a series called Proclaiming a Risen Jesus. 
· Last Sunday after the service, a person at another campus approached one of our pastors and said, “Just so I am clear, are you saying that Jesus is alive today?” Why yes, that is exactly what we are saying!
· Jesus is alive, he is working in us, through us, he intercedes for us, he is our advocate, he is sovereignly working in the world and we are waiting for his return.

I invite you to turn with me to 1 Corinthians 15:50. 1 Corinthians 15 is the most extended chapter on the resurrection in the Bible. I will be concluding our study on this chapter by discussing vv. 50-58.

Last Sunday we considered several reasons why Jesus’ resurrection is required for the gospel (defined by the death of Jesus Christ for our sins, buried, and rose the third day according to the Scriptures, and appeared to over 500 of his followers) to be good news. 
· Then we considered on Good Friday, how Jesus’ bodily resurrection as a man confirms our own bodily resurrection from the dead.

Today, we are going to think about Living Faithfully While Waiting for our Resurrection. 

This means that Jesus’ resurrection has present day implications for all of us. Please follow along as I read vv. 50-58. This is the Word of the Lord. 
· Let’s consider 5 ways that we can live faithfully while waiting for our resurrection this Easter.

I. Look forward to a new body designed to live forever (vv. 50-53)

Jesus must change the mortal bodies of both living and dead believers into immortal bodies to victoriously defeat death forever!!

I Corinthians 15:50-53 - Now I say this, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God; nor does the perishable inherit the imperishable. 51 Behold, I tell you a mystery; we will not all sleep, but we will all be changed, 52 in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet; for the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be changed. 53 For this perishable must put on the imperishable, and this mortal must put on immortality.

God answers the question why must we, generally, die physically? 

We believe in an imperishable soul. 
Everyone spends all eternity somewhere. 
The Bible does not teach that physical death is the end.

Romans 6:23 For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord
Death in the Bible can refer to physical death, spiritual death (being separated from God), and the second death (eternal separation from God). Romans 6 compares the free gift of eternal life in Christ to the wages of sin which is an equal kind of death – that is the eternal death.

God answers the question why must we, generally, die physically? 

flesh and blood 	 cannot        inherit the kingdom of God
the perishable       [does not]     inherit the imperishable

God says, because this fleshly faulty and fading body is not fit for the forever kingdom of Christ!!

The shaky body we have now cannot withstand the coming unshakeable kingdom of God! 

It must be changed at the return of Jesus, when we are changed to a new imperishable body immediately or it must die and be resurrected as an imperishable body.

What do we look forward to? An exciting mystery! This is something God previously hid but now revealed…

A. We will all be changed

The mystery is that when Christ returns, God will instantly change the mortal body of every believer dead and alive into an immortal body!

v. 51-52 explain that God will change the bodies of two groups of believers.

1) The Living Christians: Those alive at the return of Christ. God will change the living believer bodies into a glorified immortal imperishable heavenly body like Jesus.
2) The Dead Christians: God will resurrect dead believers like God resurrected Christ and change their bodies also to have an imperishable body like Jesus.

God says the change is mandatory. 
There’s no body clothing option B for God’s kingdom.

For this perishable must put on the imperishable, and this mortal must put on immortality.
Sometimes the clothes we have don’t fit the occasion of the event that is to come.
· My wife says you cannot go like that…You must put on a dress shirt….She presents you with what you are going to wear for the occasion of glory of that date night. It fits what is to come.
· I tell my kids. You must put on dress shoes for the glory of that Easter or Christmas choir.

Using this clothing metaphor…God says the occasion of Christ’s coming and the establishment of God’s kingdom this is so glorious…so unshakably great 
YOU MUST PUT on NOT JUST NEW CLOTHES, our bodies must put on new characteristics like that of Jesus’s resurrected body, fit for the glory of eternity with God!!

Oh do we look forward to this or what! 
Some of us are happy about this for more than one reason. 

Every time you face the struggle with clothes fitting your body because your body is changing and breaking down in all sorts of ways. 
· I put on my pants and feel gravity break down my belly so it seems to be going more over my belt
· You can look forward to the new body your going to put on that isn’t going to break down.

You might be excited because you face ongoing bodily pain from suffering you long to be freed from. 
· Despite all the physical therapy…all the procedures…all the medication….and all the doctors and physicians.
·  Your bodily weakness remains. The physical suffering continues. And for some it continues to get worse. 

Think about the aging process where we slowly are reminded of how perishable our bodies are:
· This process can be scary. It can cause us to worry and be anxious. Some see loved ones, parents, or grandparents struggling to process, remember, and physically respond in the ways that they use to. 

We must remember that this flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God.
Look forward that you will be changed!
Because of the good news of Jesus resurrection! When does this happen?

B. It happens at the return of Jesus

Verse 52 describes the timing of how and when this change happens in the future. 
It’s sudden! 
“in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye”
It will happen instantly! In the twinkling of an eye means like the rapid movement of the eyes. 

“at the last trumpet” At the last trumpet means that the blowing of a trumpet is a sign that signals the end has come.

Jesus wants us to be prepared for his return. He told his disciples…

Matthew 24: 30-31 – “And then the sign of the Son of Man will appear in the sky, and then all the tribes of the earth will mourn, and they will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of the sky with power and great glory. And He will send forth His angels with a great trumpet and they will gather together His elect from the four winds, from one end of the sky to the other”

We believe that when a person dies, the Bible clearly states to be absent from the body is to be present with the Lord. There is glory in that by itself. But prior to the return of Jesus we will still wait for our eternal, immortal, and imperishable body. That comes at Christ’s return.

1 Thessalonians 4:16-18 For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first. 17 Then we who are alive and remain will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we shall always be with the Lord. 18 Therefore comfort one another with these words.

Those who die in Christ receive their new body first and then those who are alive at the time of Jesus’s return enjoy the change.

Both groups of believers will enjoy an imperishable body designed for eternity in God’s kingdom.

God wants us to look forward to this with confident hope because it comforts us when we face the reality of bodily death.

II. Long for the day when you can mock death (vv. 54-55)

In this world people long for the day they get to enjoy victory and mock the opponent.
· In Sports…oh I cannot wait to mock that person’s team when they lose.
· In work…I long for the day to show those doubters that my work mattered.
· I look forward to ring the bell at the hospital and show cancer what’s up when I am in remission….

We want to be champions…we want to be victorious.

God tells us that because Jesus is alive and returning to change our bodies…What happens next after we are changed with glorified bodies…look at verses 54 and 55?

For Christians death is mocked

1 Corinthians 15:54 - But when this perishable will have put on the imperishable, and this mortal will have put on immortality, then will come about the saying that is written, “Death is swallowed up in victory. 55 “O death, where is your victory? O death, where is your sting?”

A. Death has lost

Jesus defeated death at the cross when Jesus rose from the grave, death and Satan 
lost. The power of death was defeated.

Hebrews 2:14 – “Therefore, since the children share in flesh and blood, He Himself likewise also partook of the same, that through death He might render powerless him who had the power of death, that is, the devil”

Death will inevitably die because Christ died and rose again.
God reminds us in:
Isaiah 25:8 – “He will swallow up death for all time,
And the Lord God will wipe tears away from all faces,
And He will remove the reproach of His people from all the earth;
For the Lord has spoken.”

So there is a sense in which death no longer is a threat because at death, for the believer in Christ, the believer wins and lives even though they die physically.
Because Jesus is the resurrection and the life, he conquered death, and death no longer claims final victory.

When we say He is Risen and respond with He is risen, Indeed! We make a statement about death. We believe death and sin could not hold Jesus. His resurrection shows that he defeated death and sin and Jesus’s victory is ours.

But there is another point here, we long for that day because we also know … 

B. The pain of death remains

Until we are changed, we know Christ has won, but we also know that we may still endure the pain of death and see those we love endure its pain.

[Personal EXAMPLES]
· Kevitt
· Grandparents
· Previous church members in the Lord

As Paul considered the reality of his upcoming death he wrote,

2 Timothy 4:8 - “in the future there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will award to me on that day; and not only to me, but also to all who have loved His appearing.”


III. Thank God for our Victory in Jesus

1 Corinthians 15:56-57 - The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law; 57 but thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.

Paul quotes from the OT in verses 54 and 55. We looked at the challenge of death while we wait for the day when we can fully mock it. However, vv. 56-57 remind us that it has no power over the living now because Jesus conquered death.

Romans 8:38-39 - For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, 39 nor height, nor depth, nor any other created thing, will be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Even today, Christ’s Victory provides hope and demonstrates that death is powerless over believers. 
· All that death represents, while it is still experienced today, will be undone later. It is vanquished.

Verse 56 explains that the sting of death is sin. This is not talking about the grief and loss associated with a loved one’s physical death (as real and as painful as it is). 

Instead, it is highlighting that:
-	Sin brings death 

Romans 5:12 - “Therefore, just as through one man sin entered into the world, and death through sin, and so death spread to all men, because all sinned—"

John MacArthur wisely wrote, “Only where there is sin can death deal a fatal blow. Where sin has been removed death can only interrupt the earthly life and usher in the heavenly. That is what Christ has done for those who trust in Him.” (John F. MacArthur Jr., 1 Corinthians, MacArthur New Testament Commentary (Chicago: Moody Press, 1984), 445)
  
Praise the Lord! 

The power of sin is the law means that …
- The law was evidence that made a person culpable or guilty of something.

When the law was given, the expectations of God’s righteousness were clear. 
· The law showed people their sin and to demonstrate their need for Christ.

By defeating sin and death forever, Christ secures that God’s law is no longer something that is used to empower sin but points to life through Christ.

According to v. 57, the death that sin and law brought about was conquered once and for all by Jesus Christ at the cross and confirmed through the resurrection!
 
Today because Jesus is alive! We thank the Lord for the victory we already enjoy! 

That is why the Bible says in Romans 8:37 - But in all these things we overwhelmingly conquer through Him who loved us. While also we look forward to our new body and long for the final completion of mocking death while rejoicing in the victory we have in Jesus. 

As we live by faith in this reality of the resurrection, we must…

IV. Stand Firm on the Truth of Scripture

1 Corinthians 15:58 Therefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that your toil is not in vain in the Lord. 

The Resurrection reminds us that God will fulfill his Word. Jesus died according to the Scriptures and was raised according to the Scriptures.

Christians persevere through whatever problems they face.

· We refuse to be moved from living in the good news that Jesus is alive.
· We won’t be from believing the hope of our resurrection, even if some claim that there is no resurrection from the dead.

Because of the immovable faithfulness and works of our God to change believers bodies to be like Christ’s, we must be immovable, steadfast to believe and do what he says.

This shows faithful maturity as Christians…
Ephesians 4:14 - As a result, we are no longer to be children, tossed here and there by waves and carried about by every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, by craftiness in deceitful scheming

[Applications]

Finally, 

V. Always Do Your Best for the Lord 

1 Corinthians 15:58 Therefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that your toil is not in vain in the Lord.

A.	Abound in the Lord’s Work

Ephesians 4:16 from whom the whole body, being fitted and held together by what every joint supplies, according to the proper working of each individual part, causes the growth of the body for the building up of itself in love.
B.	Remember that your work in the Lord is not in Vain

1 Corinthians 3:10-15 – “According to the grace of God which was given to me, like a wise master builder I laid a foundation, and another is building on it. But each man must be careful how he builds on it. 11 For no man can lay a foundation other than the one which is laid, which is Jesus Christ.12 Now if any man builds on the foundation with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, straw, 13 each man’s work will become evident; for the day will show it because it is to be revealed with fire, and the fire itself will test the quality of each man’s work. 14 If any man’s work which he has built on it remains, he will receive a reward.15 If any man’s work is burned up, he will suffer loss; but he himself will be saved, yet so as through fire.”
