Easter #3 – 1 Cor 15:50-58 Living Faithfully while waiting for Our Resurrection (FN)

· He is Risen, He is Risen Indeed!!
· It is such a joy to gather with all of you today as we gather to celebrate the truth given to us that is of first importance…
· Christmas is beautiful, but even Christmas loses all of it’s meaning without Easter, without the resurrection.
· With the resurrection, everything we need to know has been confirmed so that the God of Hope can fill us with all joy and peace
· Because our hope is in a promise that is guaranteed.
· Our hope is in the salvation available today that comes with the assurance of eternal life.
· I can’t think of anything greater  to celebrate
· Than to celebrate our resurrected Savior
· This year our annual theme has been Prioritizing the Gospel
· To this point we have been studying Paul’s letter to the Galatians…
· Paul makes his defense of the gospel along the lines of justification by faith, freedom in Jesus, and behavior consistent with the gospel.
· If you are with us for the first time this week, we hope that after today’s celebration, that you might stay with us to continue our series…
· For this week, Palm Sunday, Good Friday and this morning, We took a brief pause to unpack the 15th chapter in First Corinthians with the series called Proclaiming a Risen Jesus
·   Last week at Faith West, a person approached one of our pastors asking – “Just so I am clear, are you saying the Jesus is alive today?”
· And yes – that is exactly what we are saying.
· Jesus is alive.  Our risen Savior sits today at the right hand of the Father, where he is works in us and through us. He intercedes for us, He is our advocate as He sovereignly works in the world while we wait for the day He will return again.
· If you will open with me to 1 Cor 15, today I will be starting with verse 50.
· This chapter is the most extended discussion in the bible regarding the resurrection.
· Last Sunday, from the first 11 verses, we saw several reasons why the resurrection is essential for the gospel to be good news.
· When I speak of the gospel – I want you to know exactly what I mean.
· The good news starts from bad news – that everyone of us have been corrupted by sin, we were born sinners and our sin separates us from our Holy God.  That is bad news…
· The good news is that God the Father, sent His Son to live that sin-free life that we could not live so that He could freely choose to take our sin upon himself, allowing himself to be sacrificed on the cross
· He died to pay the penalty for our sin and was buried, sealed in the tomb.
· And the Father, satisfied by Jesus’s sacrifice, in His power raised Jesus from the dead.  He rose again on the third day just as it had been told beforehand in the scriptures.
· All so that we can know the gospel makes it possible – that through grace, our sins have been forgiven and through faith in the death burial and resurrection, we can know that we have eternal life with Jesus,.
· For He is Risen!
· Then on Good Friday, we unpacked the middle of the chapter to know that the gospel says that we too will share in the resurrection…
· Today as we celebrate Easter, we are going to think now about Living Faithfully While Waiting for Our Resurrection. 
· So the resurrection is not just hope for the future, but it also has implications for us all today, in the present…
· Please follow along as we read today…for This is the Word of the Lord….
· READ 1 Cor 15:50-58
· Now as we consider God’s Word
· Let’s consider 5 ways that we can live faithfully for our resurrection this Easter.
I. Look forward to a new body designed to live forever (vv. 50-53)
· Let’s read those first 3 verses again
I Corinthians 15:50-53 Now I say this, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God; nor does the perishable inherit the imperishable. 51 Behold, I tell you a mystery; we will not all sleep, but we will all be changed, 52 in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet; for the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be changed. 53 For this perishable must put on the imperishable, and this mortal must put on immortality. 
· I don’t know of anyone here whose life has not bee touched by death, some of us more closely, more painfully, but death has impacted us all…
· This passage helps us to answer the question, why we must, as a general rule, die
· We believe in a eternal soul
· That all of us will spend eternity somewhere…
· The Bible does not teach that our physical death is the end…
· Recall that I said that the gospel, the good news, is in response to bad news…
 Romans 6:23 For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord
· Death in the bible can be pointing to several different meanings
· It may refer to physical death, 
· to spiritual death, that is our separation from God
· or even our second death, the eternal separation from God
· So here in Romans 6, where the free gift of God is eternal life, and that is good news, it is comparing that to the wages or penalty for sin, that being our eternal death…
· So if we have eternal life – then why is there still a physical death?
· The bodies that we have today cannot withstand the kingdom of God
· the perishable must put on the imperishable.
· This body has to be changed out…
· Are you looking forward to that?
· I hope so, consider what we have to look forward to…
A. We will all be changed 
· Some of us may be happier about this than others, but we should all be looking forward…
· I personally find it annoying what is happening to this body…
· I used to be the fastest kid in my school, I used to be able to get up at a moment’s notice and go run a 10K.
· Now I live with the reality that a 10K means 10 weeks of pain and suffering for even trying…
· Or consider that this weekend is the conclusion of March Madness and the college basketball season.  
· I see what these young men are gifted to be able to do…
· while I know that all my life, I am really only good for 2 points and 5 fouls…
· and today I am not sure I could do that without injuring myself…
· But seriously, it is about more than just fitness…
· Some of you may be looking forward to your new body because of extended suffering or health issues that have a significant impact on your everyday life….
· You are longing to be freed from that hardship…
· You have worked, you have prayed, you have visited every physician you could find and yet there were few answers beyond acknowledging that your weakness will not improve, and in some cases, it will continue to get worse…
· So you long for the promised change…
· Or for all of us, there is the truth of aging…
· You are watching a parent or loved one as age brings struggles, physically and mentally…
· And seeing it in others, causes me to think, will I go through that too?
· But regardless of our worries, concerns or fears for this body
· This flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God…
· And here is the good news – God says, we will all be changed.
· Do you want to know when?
B. It happens at the return of Jesus
· We believe that when a person dies, the Bible teaches that to be absent from this body is to be present with the Lord.
· There is glory in that truth alone…
· But prior to His return, His second coming, 
· We will still need to wait for our eternal, immortal and imperishable body…
· But we can rejoice and look forward as that day is coming…
1 Thessalonians 4:16-18 For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first. 17 Then we who are alive and remain will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we shall always be with the Lord. 18 Therefore comfort one another with these words.
· Those who die in Christ, that is the physical death of those who trusted in Christ for salvation
· They will receive their new bodies first
· And those who are alive when He returns, they will enjoy the change without having to taste death.
· Either way, we can all look forward to enjoying the new body God has designed for our eternal dwelling with Him in heaven…
· Praise the Lord…
· Another way we live faithfully while we wait
· Not only do we long for a new body, We can also…
II. Long for the day when you can mock death (vv. 54-55)
1 Corinthians 15:54-55 But when this perishable will have put on the imperishable, and this mortal will have put on immortality, then will come about the saying that is written, “Death is swallowed up in victory. 55 “O death, where is your victory? O death, where is your sting?” 
· This passage brings out a beautiful truth of the gospel that has been foreshadowed from the beginning, but a reality for today that we must still consider
A. Death has lost
· When Jesus rose from the grave…
· Death and Satan lost
· They were defeated
· There will be a day when death is no longer a threat…
· Because in His death, through Jesus Christ, the believer wins
· We gain complete and permanent access to Jesus…
· In death, Jesus conquered death
· So that death could no longer claim you or me, 
· Because Jesus has claimed us as a part of his victory.
· When you hear “He is Risen” and respond with “He is Risen indeed!”
· We are making a statement about death
· Death could not hold Jesus.
· Through his resurrection, 
· He has shared that victory with all who would believe
· Yet, I said there is still a reality to consider
B. The Pain of Death remains
· Verse 55 starts – “But when this perishable will have put on the imperishable”
· So we can see the timing of the final victory is not today.
· Yes, today we can mock death because Christ has won the victory.
· But even as we claim that victory, we may still have to endure the pain of death ourselves, 
· Through the loss of those close to us – there is pain…
· Or in our own physical death, there may still be pain.
· When my father was near death, 
· I could see in him, the enduring of the pain, to include enduring the pain that it was bringing into our family, 
· Yet he was ready, because He knew death was not the end, death had been defeated. 
· I thank the Lord that it was not an extended death, and God allowed him to die at home surrounded by family.
· I am still encouraged by his example – but I would not want to minimize that the process of dying can be scary.
· Some people die a hard death. 
· We want to live well and when the time comes, we want to die well. 
· Dr. Bob Smith was a physician who served in our counseling ministry.
· He would say that as a physician he, at times, had to deliver hard news. He observed that those who professed Christ accepted the news no better than those who did not know Christ.
· He found it odd. 
· He thought the hope of the resurrection should make a meaningful difference when it came time to hearing that death was on the horizon.
· I would agree with him.
· Living well and dying well requires focus on the truth of Scripture and using our strength, whether great or small, to accomplish the Lord’s plan for us. 
· The scriptures help us remember that death is the doorway to resurrection life even when faced with significant challenges.

· It should also help us cope with the death of a loved one
· If our loved one knew Christ then 1 Thessalonians reminds us that we grieve, but not as one without hope.  
· Our grieving is tempered, not removed, just tempered with the truth that the grave is not where our beloved is!
· When we are unsure about the state of our loved one, we trust in a good God who always does what is right. 
· We trust that the Lord knows those who are his and that he faithfully guards his children to the end.
· Regardless, we turn our attention to the living knowing that they need Christ to save them. In time, we focus on the new purpose that the Lord has for us.
· As Paul considered the reality of his upcoming death he wrote,

2 Timothy 4:8 in the future there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will award to me on that day; and not only to me, but also to all who have loved His appearing.

· His appearing comes with a new body and the opportunity to finally mock death. 
· Easter allows us to think biblically about death, 
· but it also makes us long for the day when we can finally mock death as it no longer has opportunity to create grief. 
· Our third response … 
III. Thank God for our Victory in Jesus

1 Corinthians 15:56-57 The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law; 57 but thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.

· In verses 54-55, Paul is quoting the OT…We have acknowledged the challenge of death and its impact even knowing that we will one day mock death because of Christ’s victory
· However, these verses remind us that even with the remaining touch upon our lives, death has no power over the living because of our victory in Jesus. 
Romans 8:38-39 For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, 39 nor height, nor depth, nor any other created thing, will be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.

· Even today, Jesus’s victory on the cross provides hope and demonstrates that death is powerless in a Christian’s life.
· Everything that death represents today…
· the pain and the loss
· will be undone later
· In verse 56 where it says that the sting of death is sin, this is not talking about the pain or the loss that comes with physical death touching our lives…
· Instead iit is highlighting
· Sin brings death – we see that even in the garden of eden
· Sin changes our relationship with God – It separates us.
· An added reality of sin is the reality of physical death
· In Genesis 3, at the fall, sin entered creation and along with it, death.
· John MacArthur wrote, “Only where there is sin can death deal a fatal blow. Where sin has been removed death can only interrupt the earthly life and usher in the heavenly. That is what Christ has done for those who trust in Him.” (John F. MacArthur Jr., 1 Corinthians, MacArthur New Testament Commentary (Chicago: Moody Press, 1984), 445)
· The power of sin is the law: 
· Highlighting that the law provided the clear evidence that makes a person guilty.
· When the law was given, the expectations were perfectly clear
· Those who kept the law, or thought that they kept the law, were prideful and blind.
· Thise who did not were rebellious…
· In either case, the law brought about death.
· The law was given to show people their sin and demonstrate our need for a Savior…because no matter what we believed, none is righteous, no not one…
GOSPEL PRESENTATION
· If you are here with us today
· Maybe today is the first day you have heard the gospel
· Or maybe today is the thousandth time you have heard the good news.
· We all have to make a choice for ourselves to receive the free gift of God…
· We have talked about death
· We will all see it, we will all have to deal with it.
· And on our own, death will find it’s victory.
· But the resurrection is the proof of the good news…
· Where our sin brings death, 
· Jesus Christ’s sacrifice, 
· His death on the cross took our separation, 
· he received the full wrath of God in our place 
· and today we celebrate that He is Risen!
· If you would like to know what it means to share in His victory, 
· if you want to choose to place your faith in Jesus Christ alone for salvation, 
· today can be that day, and we want to rejoice with you.
· I will be in the back after the service, as will others…
· Don’t just leave thinking, you can handle this later
· Don’t walk out thinking they have more important things to do…We do not…and you have not more important decision.
· And for those here who are celebrating His resurrection victory, I want to challenge you again today, who are two people in your life, that need to know about the resurrection…when you leave today – Go tell them.

· So living faithfully while waiting for our own resurrection…
· We give thanks for the victory, 
· it brings great hope, hope in the resurrection.
· And this is different from the way we might typically use the word hope
· I hope that I get a raise…
· I hope my kids team wins the tournament…
· I hope that I do not catch the flu this year…
· Biblical Hope is greater…
· Paul Tripp defines it as a confident expectation of a guaranteed outcome that changes the ways that we live
· Biblical Hope helps is to live faithfully while we wait…
· Biblical Hope changes the way we live that we can
IV. Stand Firm on the Truth of Scripture
1 Corinthians 15:58 Therefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that your toil is not in vain in the Lord. 
· Easter reminds us to be steadfast and immovable
· From one perspective, some may see that that we are stubborn and unteachable.
· Stiff, unreasonable, no thoughtful regarding others’ viewpoints
· But what is God calling us to do here in view of the resurrection?
· To be steadfast and immovable
· With the resurrection in view, Paul calls us all  - beloved brethren – to take a seat, to plant our feet in the truth and to choose that this is where we want to stay.
· If in a discussion, someone wants you to agree with them that yes Jesus is important, but there are many ways to get to heaven.
· We remain steadfast, immovable in the light of the resurrection.
· We will not move – because if we move to agree, then the death, burial and resurrection lose their meaning.
· Even in our own thoughts, when we begin to drift to thinking that says I need to prove myself to Jesus, I have to clean myself up before he could ever forgive me again…
· We remain steadfast, immovable in the light of the resurrection.
· We will not move – because if begin to believe it depended on me, then it would not be by grace that you are saved through faith in the death, burial and ultimately in the resurrection of Jesus
· If you are going to live faithfully for the resurrected Jesus while you wait for your own resurrection, you will at time appear as stubborn, unteachable or maybe unthoughtful.  You may even come across as arrogant to those who do not believe in the resurrection, because you refuse to move…
· I used the examples of salvation and forgiveness because I believe that our steadfast, immovable position must be in relation to the Scriptures.
Ephesians 4:14 As a result, we are no longer to be children, tossed here and there by waves and carried about by every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, by craftiness in deceitful scheming
· To be steadfast and immovable, where will I plant myself?
· It must be in the truths of God’s Word.
· I will not move and change my beliefs because someone wrote a book, or recorded a podcast, no matter how convincing their words are…
· To be steadfast an immovable is to not easily be deceived by those teaching a false gospel.  This is why Paul started by rebuking the Galatians.
· Instead our commitment is to the truth of Scripture.
· But this is not always easy to maintain…
· It is not always easy when 
· Your friend at work encourages you to waste time with them instead of working heartily as unto the Lord
· Or when the person you are dating encourages you to do something you know is wrong, but they want you to believe How could God say it is wrong if we love one another…
· Or maybe it is a friend who is speaking up and treating someone wrong because of how they look or who they act, and you have to choose will you do the same, or simply go along and stay quiet…
· Or will you be steadfast and immovable to Love God and Love your neighbor even when it may cost you someone you thought was a friend…
· It is not always easy to be steadfast and immovable, based on the scriptures,  demonstrating this in the faithfulness of our lives…
· But we are able, knowing that God does not ask for perfection, but that the resurrection would remind us that our Heavenly Father is simply looking for a heart that is seeking to…
V. Always Do Your Best for the Lord 
1 Corinthians 15:58 Therefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that your toil is not in vain in the Lord.
· Why would I say it that way…
· Because the resurrection is the constant reminder that not only are our past sins forgiven, but that we do not need to fear falling short in the days remaining.
· The resurrection is the promise that we too will share in the resurrection and that hope cannot be taken from us – thus we are able to be steadfast and immovable, and also abounding in the work of the Lord…
· Because, in the light of the resurrection, we are not asked or held accountable for the final outcome, the result, we are called to abound in the work of the Lord
· When we are, we can know that every effort, for every work in the Lord…
· Your toil is not in vain.
· Now to say we are called to toil – not sure I like how that sounds, so let’s use the words Paul used, so that we would all…
A. Abound in the Lord’s Work
·   Do you see your life and your work, as a calling?
· Whether you are working at Subaru, Walmart or working from home…
· God put you where he has for you to be  a light for Jesus.
· Every job matters.  Every role you have in life matters…
· No matter what you do…do it for Jesus and abound in that work…
· If you are married – do you see your role as a husband or a wife as a calling?
· If you are a parent, is that a calling?
· Some marriages and some families struggle because one or more persons in the family do not understand or even want to live out their role in the way that God has called them
· If you are a teacher, a mechanic or a nurse
· Are you abounding in the Lord’s Work?
· It all begins with being steadfast and immovable in the truth and having others around you who will encourage or even call you out when you are not steadfast…
· I want to encourage you that we can all grow in this together, so I recommend join a Faith Group, a Women’s Bible Study or a Point Man Group to have meaningful time of accountability.
· Being steadfast and immovable in the truth means you need have your feet in water, the living waters.
· Are you immersed in the Word?  Do you have a reading plan that purposely walks you through a part of the Bible and in time through the whole of the Bible…
· I believe that the Lord’s work includes mot just ministry, and not just your vocation, but every part of our lives where the Lord has given us roles and responsibilities…
· But it most certainly includes your serving in the church
· For those serving, thank you…
· Churches rely upon volunteers in so many ways.
· And pastors are called to equip the saints for the ministry.
· We cannot do it all on our own, nor would God want it that way
· There are plenty of ministry opportunities to share
· When each of us abound, then the whole church is built up in love
Ephesians 4:16 from whom the whole body, being fitted and held together by what every joint supplies, according to the proper working of each individual part, causes the growth of the body for the building up of itself in love. 
· Thank You.
· Thank you for serving in Children’s ministry, Youth, Church Setup and teardown and in supporting many of our special ministries through out the year like VBS and Christmas for Everyone. Thank You for serving here at our community Center and at the Hartford Hub.
· Now I know when we look at all of our ministry and we see how it just seems to keep coming, it can look like a fast track to burnout…
· And I agree that too much activity can be exhausting…
· But there is a rejuvenating truth.
· Activity with purpose is invigorating when we…
B. Remember that your Work in the Lord is not in Vain
·  Why is ministry, ministry in the church and in every part of our lives invigorating?
· Because we can know that our work is not in vain?
· It is not activity for activity’s sake
· It is not just something to take up time and fill our days.
· Does that mean it will always be easy and feel successful?
· You might be doing an amazing job at work…We work hard, we live for Jesus…You might be known as that Jesus freak by others and so you get push back, resentment or even persecution.  That sound likes a difficult day.
· You might be pouring into your marriage or into your kids.  You invest time, effort and money. You pray for them constantly, and yet they make choices that are not honoring to the Lord…
· We are working hard at ministry, and yet in some seasons, we do not see the fruit of our labors.
· Sometimes God allows hardship and dry periods, and other times he pours out the blessings of heaven…Sometimes we pour into a hundred, yet only one responds.
· In counseling, both Kathy and I have experienced times of what felt like a heavy burden as we walked along with someone going to deep trials, or battling a deeply ingrained addiction…
· There are days, when I cannot see the outcome, or I cannot imagine what I believed would be a good outcome…
· If after my counseling they are not living faithfully for the Lord, if they are not free of their sinful entanglements, have I failed the Lord?
· When I think that way, the burden of serving others with counseling is too much…
· But in the light of the resurrection, I can properly define what would be success before the Lord	
· I need to be steadfast and immovable in the Scriptures, to faithfully unpack God’s meaning from the Word…if you come see me, you don’t need the Word of Rod, we all need the Word of God…
· And abounding in the work of the Lord…
· What was the Lord;’s Work? 
· Jesus came to seek and save the lost, to preach the good news.
· Doing that in the counseling room simply means that I have sought to share the gospel in a way that can impact that person’s life
· While at the same time, it impacts, and steadies my own heart
· And with that - I can know that my toil is never in vain
· Even if the marriage is not restored after counseling
· Even if they person continues to struggle in sin…
· If I have been steadfast, immovable abounding in the work of the Lord
· The resurrection reminds me that God will be the one to complete that work…and He will never fail in what He sets out to accomplish.
· To help us remember that when you are doing the Lord’s will for your life, you are not working in vain, the Lord also tells us…
1 Corinthians 3:10-15 According to the grace of God which was given to me, like a wise master builder I laid a foundation, and another is building on it. But each man must be careful how he builds on it. 11 For no man can lay a foundation other than the one which is laid, which is Jesus Christ.12 Now if any man builds on the foundation with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, straw, 13 each man’s work will become evident; for the day will show it because it is to be revealed with fire, and the fire itself will test the quality of each man’s work. 14 If any man’s work which he has built on it remains, he will receive a reward.15 If any man’s work is burned up, he will suffer loss; but he himself will be saved, yet so as through fire. 
· I don’t always know what the gold, silver and precious stones always looks like, 
· But I think I can safely say that they would include
· Living out my vocational calling with passion,
· That I work knowing God is my true boss
· Living as a Husband by fulfilling God’ role for me in marriage
· Being godly father who is leading his family, his children towards the Lord.
· Serving with all of you to reach Lafayette, to reach the Northend for Christ.
· This Easter, we chose to focus on the significance of the Resurrection
· It is the foundation of the good news of the gospel and the confirmation that Jesus’s work on the cross is complete.
· It is the proof of the promise of our future resurrection…
· It is the source of my Hope
· A confident expectation of a guaranteed outcome that is changing the way that I live

Pray
· Looking forward to a new body
· Longing for the day we can mock death
· Praising God for the victpry
· Asking for help in standing firm 
· and doing our best for the Lord  
