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Living Faithfully While Waiting for Our Resurrection
Easter Sunday; April 6, 2026

He is Risen! Today is the single most important Christian holiday because without the resurrection, Christianity collapses. 
· But with the resurrection, Jesus satisfied God’s wrath, died for our sins, and provided the only means of adoption, redemption, regeneration, justification, and salvation available.

Thus, today we celebrate and rejoice. We share the joy and blessing associated with our resurrected savior. This year our annual theme is Prioritizing the Gospel. 
· To this point we have been studying Galatians where Paul makes a defense of the genuine gospel along the lines of justification by faith, freedom in Jesus, and behavior consistent with the gospel. 
· If you are just joining us, then we would love for you to join us after Easter where we will continue our series.
· We took a brief pause from our study to focus on 1 Corinthians 15 in a series called Proclaiming a Risen Jesus. 
· Last Sunday after the service, a person at another campus approached one of our pastors and said, “Just so I am clear, are you saying that Jesus is alive today?” 
· Why yes, that is exactly what we are saying!
· Jesus is alive, he is working in us, through us, he intercedes for us, he is our advocate, he is sovereignly working in the world and we are waiting for his return.

I invite you to turn with me to 1 Corinthians 15:50. 1 Corinthians 15 is the most extended chapter on the resurrection in the Bible. I will be discussing vv. 50-58.

Last Sunday we considered several reasons why Jesus’ resurrection is required for the gospel (defined by the death of Jesus Christ for our sins, buried, and rose the third day according to the Scriptures, and appeared to over 500 of his followers) to be good news. 
· Then we considered on Good Friday, how Jesus’ resurrection confirms our own.

Today, we are going to think about Living Faithfully While Waiting for our Resurrection. 
This means that Jesus’ resurrection has many present day implications for all of us. Please follow along as I read vv. 50-58. This is the Word of the Lord. 
· Let’s consider 5 ways that we can live faithfully while waiting for our resurrection this Easter.

I. Look forward to a new body designed to live forever (vv. 50-53)

I Corinthians 15:50-53 Now I say this, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God; nor does the perishable inherit the imperishable. 51 Behold, I tell you a mystery; we will not all sleep, but we will all be changed, 52 in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet; for the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be changed. 53 For this perishable must put on the imperishable, and this mortal must put on immortality.

This passage answers the question why we must, as a general rule, die? We believe in an eternal soul. Everyone spends eternity somewhere. The Bible does not teach that physical death is the end for anyone.

Romans 6:23 For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord

Death in the Bible can refer to physical death, spiritual death (being separated from God), and the second death (eternal separation from God). 
· Romans 6 compares the free gift of eternal life in Christ to the wages of sin which is an equal kind of death – that is the eternal death.

That is why 2 Thessalonians 1 says

6 For after all it is only just for God to repay with affliction those who afflict you, 7 and to give relief to you who are afflicted and to us as well when the Lord Jesus will be revealed from heaven with His mighty angels in flaming fire, 8 dealing out retribution to those who do not know God and to those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus. 9 These will pay the penalty of eternal destruction, away from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of His power, 10 when He comes to be glorified in His saints on that day, and to be marveled at among all who have believed—for our testimony to you was believed.

This reminds us that relief for those who know Christ and eternal destruction for those who do not comes at Jesus’ return. Regardless of the state, everyone experiences eternity.

But the body we have now cannot withstand the kingdom of God. 
· It must be shed either at the return of Jesus where we get a new body immediately or it must die. There are no other options.

What do we look forward to?

A. We will all be changed

Some of us are happy about this for more than one reason. 
· I personally find it annoying that some people get stronger, bigger, and faster by walking by the gym. They don’t even need to go in. Looking at the gym kicks off a series of mechanisms that improve their health. 
· I look in the gym and my body mocks me. “It won’t make a difference anyway so just keep walking.”
· Last week we announced that the staff was going to play basketball against PBF after the next CFN. I cannot tell you the amount of pressure I have received about this game. 
· It all started with me giving official approval to do the game after CFN. Last year, the game was played at a different time. Then came the pressure to play.
· In fact, here is what one deal soul sent me. [Picture from a dove chocolate]
· Everyone feels the need to be a comedian. But here is the reality, I will play in heaven and I will be awesome. I am going to do some real phi slamma jamma. Hakeem Olajawon and Clyde Drexler (Houston Rockets 1981-84) can move over.
· Right now, I must face this reality. I am slow, out of shape, and uncoordinated. The college guys would not even have to guard me and I would be lucky to hit the rim.
· On a more serious note, some might be excited because you face a particular hardship that you long to be freed from. 
· You have worked, prayed, been to every kind of physician on the planet and there remain few answers. Your weakness will not improve. You know it will only get worse.
· You long for the day when the weakness is gone; replaced by the body meant for heavenly dwelling.
· There is the obvious aging process where we slowly but surely succumb, if we live long enough, to various troubles.
· That process can be scary. We know that some of you are watching parents or grandparents struggle to think, remember, and respond. 
· Some hear a parent or grandparent say things they have never heard them say their entire life.
· We are sometimes nervous about what that might look like in our life.

Regardless of your fears, this flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God. But here is the good news … you will be changed!

B. It happens at the return of Jesus

We believe that when a person dies, the Bible states that to be absent from the body is to be present with the Lord. There is glory in that by itself. But prior to the return of Jesus we will still wait for our eternal, immortal, and imperishable body. That comes at Christ’s return.

1 Thessalonians 4:16-18 For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first. 17 Then we who are alive and remain will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we shall always be with the Lord. 18 Therefore comfort one another with these words.

Those who die in Christ receive their new body first, but those who are alive at the time enjoy the change without tasting the pain of death.

Either way, we enjoy the new body designed for eternal dwelling with the Lord in heaven. Easter is a time to look forward to receiving that new body. Second … 
II. Long for the day when you can mock death (vv. 54-55)

1 Corinthians 15:54 But when this perishable will have put on the imperishable, and this mortal will have put on immortality, then will come about the saying that is written, “Death is swallowed up in victory. 55 “O death, where is your victory? O death, where is your sting?”

This passage raises an interesting point. We know that…
A. Death has lost

When Jesus rose from the grave, death and Satan lost. They were defeated. Therefore … 
· There is a reality where death no longer is a threat. Because at death, through Christ, the believer wins gaining unfiltered access to Jesus. 

But there is another point here that we also know … 
B. The pain of death remains

The passage says “when.” It reminds us of timing. 
· We can, in a sense mock death now because Christ has won. We often sing songs that remind us of Christ’s victory over death, even using these words. 

But we also know that as we mock death, we still might endure the pain of death ourselves and we might endure the pain of losing the people closest to us. While we wait for the “when”, the truth of Jesus’ victory can help us with death.

It helps us as we contemplate our own death.
· A friend of mine feared an unproductive life more than he feared death. 
· When he arrived at St. E., he was given a choice (a surgery that would ultimately place him in a nursing home the rest of his life or death). 
· He was in his 80s, his wife was with the Lord, and he had lived a full life for Jesus. He denied the surgery and died a few hours later.
· He looked at death with the steady confidence that he would be with Jesus.

I find those examples encouraging and helpful. Just as it helps us to have a mentor to teach us how to live well, it also helps us have a mentor who shows us how to die well. 

The process of dying can be scary. 
· Some people die a hard death. We want to live well and when the time comes, we want to die well. 
· I remember Dr. Bob Smith sharing his testimony of how he gained an interest in biblical counseling. 
· As a physician he, at times, had to deliver hard news. He observed that those who professed Christ accepted the news no better than those who did not know Christ.
· He found it odd. He thought the hope of the resurrection should make a meaningful difference when it came time to hearing that death was on the horizon.
· I think he is right.

Living well and dying well requires focus on the truth of Scripture and using our strength, whether great or small, to accomplish the Lord’s plan for us. It helps us remember that death is the doorway to resurrection life even when faced with significant challenges.

It should also help us care for a dying relative
· Nursing homes and assisted living facilities provide a helpful and sometimes necessary service. 
· But since my mother in law ran a nursing home for over a decade I know that some residents receive many visits and care from family while other residents die alone because no one visits. 
· For the latter group, they experience the slow pain of death with little hope, joy, or fun. 
· We need to have a renewed commitment to our families, lightening the load of death and reminding them of the victory to come.  
· If we are not able to provide the full care necessary, then the least we can do is ensure we stay involved.

It should also help us cope with the death of a loved one
· If our loved one knew Christ then 1 Thessalonians reminds us that we grieve, but not as one without hope.  Our grieving is tempered, not removed, just tempered with the truth that the grave is not where our beloved is!
· When we are unsure about the state of our loved one, we trust in a good God who always does what is right. 
· We trust that the Lord knows those who are his and that he faithfully guards his children to the end.
· Regardless, we turn our attention to the living knowing that they need Christ to save them. In time, we focus on the new purpose that the Lord has for us.

As Paul considered the reality of his upcoming death he wrote,

2 Timothy 4:8 in the future there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will award to me on that day; and not only to me, but also to all who have loved His appearing.

His appearing comes with a new body and the opportunity to finally mock death. Easter allows us to think biblically about death, but it also makes us long for the day when we can finally mock death as it no longer has opportunity to create grief. Our third response … 

III. Thank God for our Victory in Jesus

1 Corinthians 15:56-57 The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law; 57 but thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.

Paul quotes from the OT in verses 54 and 55. We looked at the challenge of death while we wait for the day when we can fully mock it. However, vv. 56-57 remind us that it has no power over the living now because Jesus conquered death.

Romans 8:38-39 For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, 39 nor height, nor depth, nor any other created thing, will be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Even today, Christ’s Victory provides hope and demonstrates that death is powerless over believers. 
· All that death represents, while it is still experienced today, will be undone later. It is vanquished.

Verse 56 explains that the sting of death is sin. This is not talking about the grief and loss associated with a loved one’s physical death (as real and as painful as it is). Instead it is highlighting that 
· Sin brings death (God made that clear even in the garden of Eden).  It changes the relationship a person can have with God. 
·  A by-product of sin is the reality of death and destruction physically.  At the fall, when sin entered the world, death came quickly.

John MacArthur wisely wrote, “Only where there is sin can death deal a fatal blow. Where sin has been removed death can only interrupt the earthly life and usher in the heavenly. That is what Christ has done for those who trust in Him.” (John F. MacArthur Jr., 1 Corinthians, MacArthur New Testament Commentary (Chicago: Moody Press, 1984), 445)
  
Praise the Lord! 

The power of sin is the law highlights that …
· The law was the evidence that made a person culpable or guilty of something.
· When the written law was given, the expectations were perfectly clear.  Those who kept, or at least thought they kept, the law became prideful.  Those who did not were rebellious.  In either case, law brought about death.
· The law was to show people their sin and to demonstrate their need for Christ.

According to v. 57, the death that sin and law brought about was conquered once and for all by Jesus Christ at the cross and confirmed through the resurrection!
 
There ought to be a part of our life where we thank the Lord for the victory we already enjoy. That is why the Bible says in Romans 8:37 	But in all these things we overwhelmingly conquer through Him who loved us. We are looking forward to our new body and to mocking death while rejoicing in the victory we have in Jesus. Now, we must…

IV. Stand Firm on the Truth of Scripture

1 Corinthians 15:58 Therefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that your toil is not in vain in the Lord. 

Easter also reminds us to be steadfast and immovable. From one perspective, this will look like you are stubborn and unteachable. It will appear wooden and unthoughtful. 
· To be steadfast and immovable is sitting down refusing to move.

Our dog, his name was Charlie [picture of Charlie], loved to go on walks unless it was raining. He loved to walk in the cold, the heat, the snow, and the sun. He did not mind the wind. 
· But if it was raining, nope. He would put all four paws out and refuse to move. When it was raining, he was steadfast and immovable.
· Despite his love for walks, they were not worth getting wet for.  

If you are going to live faithfully for the resurrected Jesus while you wait for your own resurrection, you will, at times, appear stubborn, unteachable, and unthoughtful. 
· You will come off as arrogant because you refuse to move.
· You must be that way.

I am not talking about being stubborn about everything. Then, we are just being stubborn. I am talking specifically about the truth of Scripture. If we are committed to Scripture … 

Ephesians 4:14 As a result, we are no longer to be children, tossed here and there by waves and carried about by every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, by craftiness in deceitful scheming

We are not moving when it comes to the truth of Scripture. 
· We are not giving up our beliefs just because someone came out with a new podcast. 
· We are not easily deceived by people who want to get a following (that is exactly what happened in Galatians).

Instead, our commitment is to Scripture. But this is not always easy to maintain.

It is hard to be steadfast and immovable when
· Your coworkers encourage you to waste your time or record time you did not work.
· Your friends encourage you to do something you know is wrong.
· When a boyfriend or girlfriend encourages you to violate God’s word because they want to do things Scripture forbids.
· Your classmates mistreat the teacher and encourage you to do the same.

It is not always easy to be steadfast and immovable regarding Scripture. But it is one way you live faithfully. My final point this morning is … 

V. Always Do Your Best for the Lord 

1 Corinthians 15:58 Therefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that your toil is not in vain in the Lord.

The past few years, I have taught in our biblical counseling training conference and had numerous conversations about ministry burnout. 
· Sometimes my conversations were with other pastors and still others were with lay persons struggling to balance their priorities.
· If you want a copy of my notes, please send me an email and I will give them to you.

There are times when a person struggled juggling an overwhelming mountain of work. They built something unsustainable. 
· In those cases, they had to make some adjustments according to biblical priorities.
· In various seasons of our lives Stephanie and I had to make some adjustments to allow life to be sustainable and joyful.
· For example, Stephanie worked in the hospitals part time for 11 years. She loved caring for her patients. But as my role shifted about a decade ago, we realized that her job needed to go. There was no margin in our schedule and we were finding more competition than harmony. 

But in more cases than not, even in my own life, I found something else to the primary problem. 
· Ministry burnout was not related to the amount of work, but whether there was encouragement and joy in the work. 

That is the reason so many people failed in finding genuine relief. 
· They went on vacations, changed ministries, moved, and took a break thinking that this would resolve the issues. They only made them worse. 
· They failed because they thought that relief would be found in those places. 
· Surely the vacation will fix it. 
· Surly the new ministry will change everything. 
· It does for a short time. 
· But as soon as something was difficult, it was back to burnout.

The Lord tells us two things in this verse that are far more sustainable.

A. Abound in the Lord’s Work

I am not suggesting that we should not get the proper physical rest. It is good to exercise for 30 minutes a day, especially if you have a sit down job, and many of us require 7 hours of sleep on a regular basis to function well. I am not talking about that.
I am asking the question, do you see your job as a calling? 
· God put you where he did to be a light for Jesus. 
· You pray that you would serve Jesus well as you do your work. 
· You do your best because you want Jesus glorified in your work. 
· If you don’t you will struggle to be exhausted. There is little joy and purpose.

I believe every job matters. We received a letter a week ago from our trash guy. He has been our trash guy for over 20 years. 
· We hired him when we moved to Lafayette in 2005 and we have never changed. Why? Because he was 100% reliable and 100% reasonable. He is retiring. 
· I get a new trash guy. 
· I hope my new trash guy loves Jesus and wants to pick up trash for his glory.

No matter what you do, for as long as you do it, do it for Jesus. Abound in that work.

If you are married, do you see your role as a husband or wife as a calling? If you are a parent, is that a calling? 
· Some of our family units struggle because they will not abound in the work of the Lord in the roles Jesus has given them.
· I understand that things change and you must adapt. 
· There are seasons of life and those seasons have new rules.
·  We can wish our spouse was _____ or our children were younger or easier, but we still have the season we are in right now.
· We embrace it relying on the grace of Jesus to do our best.

Care for your soul and care for others while you are at it. 
· Get in a point man group or a ladies Bible study to have a meaningful time of accountability and encouraging others in their relationships. 
· Read through the Bible this year.
· See your personal walk with Jesus as a vital component to abounding in the work he has given you to do.

I believe that the Lord’s work is all the roles and responsibilities that the Lord has given you.  This is part of the gospel lived out every day. Those who do their job, their marriage, parenting, hobbies, or other service merely for themselves will often find themselves in self pity and exhausted. It also involves direct Christian service where the gospel takes center stage.

Thank you for serving. Churches rely on volunteers to survive. 
· That is one reason pastors are called to equip the saints for the work of the ministry. There is more ministry needed than you can have pastors. 
· When each of us abound then we are all built up in love.

Ephesians 4:16 from whom the whole body, being fitted and held together by what every joint supplies, according to the proper working of each individual part, causes the growth of the body for the building up of itself in love. 
Thank you for serving with children, with youth, with our maintenance team, during our mulching day, with our college students, in our ABFs, teaching FCI classes, serving in choir, leading special ministries throughout the year. 
· It is not possible to do all of this with paid staff.

At first, this seems like the pathway to burnout. It is ironic, but some of the most burned out people are also the ones doing the least. Since they live in self-pity thinking a vacation will solve their troubles, they are constantly looking for relief only to be trapped in more exhaustion. But there is more. 
· Activity can be exhausting. Activity with purpose is invigorating.

B. Remember that your work in the Lord is not in Vain

Why is our work beneficial? Because our work in the Lord is not in vain or worthless. 
· Sometimes it may seem like it.

We might be doing an amazing job at our work. We work hard, we live for Jesus, we are known as the Jesus freak and we experience some hardship or resentment. 
· That can make the day difficult.

We might be working hard on our marriage or with our children. We invest in them. We spend time with them. 
· We pray for them and they still choose to make decisions that are not honoring to the Lord.

We might be working hard at our ministry at church, but we are not seeing fruit in buckets.

Sometimes God gives that. Sometimes he pours out the blessings of heaven and we all observe and rejoice. 
· That is not the way he always works. Sometimes the fruit comes at a slower pace. 
· It involves your heart, the heart of one child and not the other, one counselee but not the other, one youth, one college student but not the rest.
· Sometimes the Lord allows you to enter the wilderness to see if you will be faithful.

To help us remember that when you are doing the Lord’s will for your life, you are not working in vain, the Lord also told us … 

1 Corinthians 3:10-15 According to the grace of God which was given to me, like a wise master builder I laid a foundation, and another is building on it. But each man must be careful how he builds on it. 11 For no man can lay a foundation other than the one which is laid, which is Jesus Christ.12 Now if any man builds on the foundation with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, straw, 13 each man’s work will become evident; for the day will show it because it is to be revealed with fire, and the fire itself will test the quality of each man’s work. 14 If any man’s work which he has built on it remains, he will receive a reward.15 If any man’s work is burned up, he will suffer loss; but he himself will be saved, yet so as through fire. 

I don’t know what the gold, silver, and precious stone always looks like, but I think I can safely say that it includes
· Living out my vocational calling with passion
· Fulfilling my responsibilities as a husband 
· Being a godly father who encourages his children to be faithful to Jesus
· Serving with all of you to reach our community for Christ

This easter we chose to focus on significant of the resurrection for 3 services. 
· Christ’s resurrection is the foundation of the good news of the gospel. 
· It is the foundation of our future resurrection. 
· And it makes a huge difference in the way I live everyday.

Pray (Look forward to a new body, Long for the day when you can mock death, Thank you for the Victory, Stand firm on the Scripture, Always do your best for the Lord)




