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Good morning, Faith Church West 
I hope you all enjoyed your Easter season. 
Last week was especially joyful in how we could celebrate the resurrection of our Savior together as a body. There were even quite a few new people here and some of you today maybe are new and first started attending last week, so it would be good for us to do a bit of a review on what has already happened in our sermon series for the year and where we are going to pick up today.
This year our series is titled “Fixing Our Hearts on Jesus” and we are primarily taking 2025 to study the book of Hebrews verse by verse. You can find that on page ___________.
Hebrews is a book where we see how Christ is supreme and how we should draw near to Him and hold fast to Him knowing that He is our Savior. The author of Hebrews has already taken us on this sort of tour where he has shown us all of the grand and spectacular people, concepts, and events of the Bible and then He has shown us how Jesus is really better than all of these things. He basically says, “You see all of the greatest things of the Bible, well Jesus tops them all because He’s the Son of God and the One that all of these great things have been pointing to.” 
Now the book of Hebrews is interesting in part because it is essentially a long sermon so it has hills and valleys all throughout it. Now what I mean by hills an valleys is that the terrain changes. Sometimes he’s just explaining something we have seen before in the Old Testament, other times he is giving encouragements to his readers, and even in other times he’s giving them a warning. 
And that is where we were three Sundays ago when Pastor Nitzschke brought us a message from Hebrews 6:4-8. 
That passage is one of the firmest warnings we will find in all of Scripture, let alone the book of Hebrews. And even more than just being a stern warning, it is also one of the most controversial passages you’re going to find in your Bible. 



Follow along with me as we review this. 
Hebrews 6:4–8  
4For in the case of those who have once been enlightened and have tasted of the heavenly gift and have been made partakers of the Holy Spirit, 
5and have tasted the good word of God and the powers of the age to come, 
6and then have fallen away, it is impossible to renew them again to repentance, since they again crucify to themselves the Son of God and put Him to open shame. 
7For ground that drinks the rain which often falls on it and brings forth vegetation useful to those for whose sake it is also tilled, receives a blessing from God; 
8but if it yields thorns and thistles, it is worthless and close to being cursed, and it ends up being burned. 
Now what this passage is saying is that there are going to be some people in this life that get so close to Christ, they taste of good word of God, they see the Holy Spirit working through other, people and they have come to understand some of what the Bible says about salvation only to not receive Christ and choose to continue living in their own sin. 
So, this passage here isn’t saying that there are people that can lose their salvation. No that is not possible because what God gives is eternal life. But the warning is so serious because it’s saying that there people that look like they are in Christ but in the end the fruit of their life shows that they are not really one of God’s people because they have not actually held fast to the good news of Christ and they haven’t turned from their sin. 
Now praise God this letter is one with both hills and valleys! Meaning for every stern warning there is typically an encouragement to balance it out. 
I mean imagine if the author got to verse eight and said, “well that looks like a good place to wrap things up here.” “Let me make a note at the bottom so they remember to tell all my friends I said hello and then let’s get this letter in the mail.” 
Well, that would be quite the way to end the letter but praise God that that is not how this letter ends and we have got some encouragement to balance things out today in verses 9-20. 
R - Follow along with me as I read Hebrews 6:9-20. 
What I would like to do this morning is take some time explaining this text so that we understand the argument and then we’ll consider a few ways we can apply this passage to our lives. 
E – This text can be divided up into two sections 
· 6:9-12 – Encouragement to have a full assurance of hope
E – Starts out with the phrase “But, we are convinced of better things concerning you, and things that accompany salvation.” 
E – The people he is talking to here is a different group than the group of people he was talking about before. 
· “Those” vs “You” 
E – These people actually have salvation and they have the things that accompany salvation. 
I – The farming illustration from v.7-8
· Fruit and root connection
· Unbelievers have fruit that looks like thorns and thistles 
· Believers have fruit that is good for harvesting. 
· It’s the right kind of fruit you want to be seeing! 
Q – And what kind of fruit is he seeing in these people? 
E – Look down at verse 10 
· These people are ministering to the saints while they are in the middle of this pressure and persecution that is aiming to see them abandon Christ. 
E – But in all this suffering what the believers are doing is they are saying with their actions, “There is no way I can abandon my brothers and sisters in need. If they have a need, I need to be there to meet it even if I do get pressure from someone else for doing that. For me to abandon my bother or sister would to be essentially abandoning Christ. 
E – And what he says here is that they should be encouraged because God sees that work and He is not going to forget it. He sees when you care for your fellow Christians in need and He sees when you sacrifice for the benefit of the body. God is a just God and He’s not going to forget what you’ve done in His name. 
E – And he wants all of the Christians here in the book of Hebrews to press into this kind of living. 
E – Verse 11 – Persevere in this diligence so that you will have the full assurance of hope until the end. 
E – Assurance does not come out of thin air. 
· Assurance is something that must be cultivated. 
· It is something that only those preserving in their faith and holding fast to Christ will truly experience in this life.

E – And what he does next is brilliant.
· Hebrew audience – He’s talking to a bunch of Jews 
· He doesn’t want them to be sluggish but diligent 
· He wants them to inherit the promises of God through faith 
· And so, he pulls out the big guns
Q – Who is the greatest Old Testament example of a man of faith? 
· A man named Abraham, the father of the Jews. 
E – So, in verses 13-20, the author of Hebrews is making the case for why we can be so confident when we cling to the promises of God. And he does this by using Abraham as a case study. 
D – Guess what, I’m going to make you multitask this morning. Keep one finger there in the book of Hebrews and then flip over with me to Genesis chapter 22. 
E – Now if you are not familiar with Abraham well he is quite the character and has a big role in God’s plan for redeeming His people
· God called on Abraham one day from out of Abraham’s homeland and God made this promise to Him. 

Genesis 12:1–3 
1Now the LORD said to Abram, “Go forth from your country, And from your relatives And from your father’s house, To the land which I will show you; 
2And I will make you a great nation, And I will bless you, And make your name great; And so you shall be a blessing; 
3And I will bless those who bless you, And the one who curses you I will curse. And in you all the families of the earth will be blessed.”

· So, God promises to Abraham that Abraham is one day going to have a nation as his descendants and God is going to greatly bless that nation
· Now this is great and all but in Abraham’s eyes he sees some problems with this plan.
· #1 Abraham has no kids of his own
· #2 Abraham is old 
· #3 Abraham’s wife Sarah is old
· #4 Sarah is barren, so she has not been able to have kids her whole life. 
· This first part of the book of Genesis is really a journey of watching God work and watching Abraham have faith in God but also struggle to fully believe and trust in God’s plan. 
· We don’t have time to go into the whole story of Abraham but it’s filled with the kind of details that would make the writers of a soap opera jealous over the plot.
· I mean, there are ways in which this guy’s life is a mess. 
· Now eventually what God does is He makes a specific promise to Abraham about how him and Sarah will have a son and that son’s name is Isaac. It is through that son that the nation of Israel will be born. 
· And at the ripe old age of Abraham being 100 and Sarah being 90, Isaac is born. And so, Abraham received the promised child who would be his heir. 
· And then you get to chapter 22 of Genesis and everything is flipped on its head.
R – Read Genesis 22 
E – Abraham persevered and lived by faith because he had his confidence in the unchanging character of our God. 
· He knew that God was good 
· He knew that God had promised that Isaac would be his heir
· He knew that God was not going to change
E – Abraham followed God in faith, not knowing what the journey was going to look like. But what he did know was that he could always have his hope in God. 
E – And that is why the author of Hebrews points to Abraham. 
T – Let’s take the time we have remaining together this morning to think about 

2 reasons we can have full assurance of hope to the end
I. We Serve a Just God (vv.9-10)
Hebrews 6:9-10 - But, beloved, we are convinced of better things concerning you, and things that accompany salvation, though we are speaking in this way. For God is not unjust so as to forget your work and the love which you have shown toward His name, in having ministered and in still ministering to the saints.
A. He warns us to help us persevere (cf. 6:4-8)
B. He remembers and rewards our work and love for him (v.10)
Hebrews 6:10 - For God is not unjust so as to forget your work and the love which you have shown toward His name, in having ministered and in still ministering to the saints.
E – We can have confidence today because we know that God is not going to change His mind about what is just and what is right. 
E – If God were a man, we would have all sorts of reasons to doubt whether or not He was going to hold true to His word, but beloved, God is unchanging to the point that He sees the good work you do in His name and He is absolutely not going to forget it.
A – And this isn’t just the work that’s done out in the open that everyone sees. No this is for the work that no one else see but God. 
· Stay at home moms 
· God sees you faithfully care for your children day in and day out and He sees your constant work to keep the house in a working and enjoyable order. 
· Maybe no one sees you doing the laundry every day. 
· Or no one else sees you clean the house
· When is the last time your child thanked you for changing their diaper for the 5th time that day? 
· Kinds are sometimes so oblivious that they almost think the house is magical. All I have to do is put mu dirty clothes in this basket and then tada!, three days later and they are clean, folded, and back in my dresser. 
· That can be exhausting but God wants you to know that He sees what you are doing faithfully behind the scenes and he promises to reward those who are faithful stewards. 
· Those caring for elderly parents 
· I know there are many people here in our church that are caring for parents or other family members who have failing health. 
· That season of someone’s life can often be draining and taxing beyond what you can imagine but God does not forget the way you are honoring your father or mother in those days. 
· He does not forget the times when you have been incredibly sacrificial, He does not forget about your service in the middle of a grueling trial, and He will always remember how you took time to faithfully minster to someone when no one else was looking. 
· Those serving in the background in our church 
· There are all sorts of ways to serve in this church where no one else will see you serve but God makes it crystal clear in His word that these serving areas are no less important than the ones that are seen by all. 
· Listen, we believe that there are treasures in heaven. 
Matthew 6:19–21  
19“Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy, and where thieves break in and steal. 
20“But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys, and where thieves do not break in or steal; 
21for where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. 
E – These treasures are always available for storing up because our God will never change His ways. God is unchanging in that He always sees your effort for the kingdom and He always rewards faithful believers because He is always a faithful God. 
II. Rejoice That Our God Desires You to be Overflowing with Rock Solid Hope (vv.11-20)
A. God has given many examples to imitate to help us persevere on to inherit his promises (vv.11-12)
Hebrews 6:11-12 - And we desire that each one of you show the same diligence so as to realize the full assurance of hope until the end, so that you will not be sluggish, but imitators of those who through faith and patience inherit the promises.
1. The example of Abraham (vv.13-15)
Hebrews 6:13-15 - For when God made the promise to Abraham, since He could swear by no one greater, He swore by Himself, saying, “I WILL SURELY BLESS YOU AND I WILL SURELY MULTIPLY YOU.” And so, having patiently waited, he obtained the promise.
E – Abraham was a man who in this moment had his hope in God 
E - Define biblical hope 
· This is not like hope that the stock market will go up tomorrow. 
· This is a confident expectation – I’m 100% positive that this is going to happen
E – Abraham took his son Isaac up the mountain to sacrifice him as a burnt offering not knowing how this was going to workout but what he did know was that God was going to stay true to His promise. 
E – Abraham patiently waited having faith that God was not going to change His mind. God was not going to have second thoughts about the plan He had already spoken to Abraham about blessing his descendants through Isaac/
E – Abraham believed the promises of God to the point that if God was going to have him kill his son who was the son of the promise, then God must raise his son from the dead so that the promise can be fulfilled. 

B. God has gone over and above with two unchangeable things to guarantee the promise (vv.13-18)
Hebrews 6:16-18 - For men swear by one greater than themselves, and with them an oath given as confirmation is an end of every dispute. In the same way God, desiring even more to show to the heirs of the promise the unchangeableness of His purpose, interposed with an oath, so that by two unchangeable things in which it is impossible for God to lie, we who have taken refuge would have strong encouragement to take hold of the hope set before us.
Q – What are the two unchangeable things
1. God makes promises
2. God makes an oath
E – God didn’t need to make an oath with Abraham, but He did it so that we would understand how sure He is that He is not going to change His character, His promises, or His purposes. 
3. God cannot lie
A – Here are three ways to rehearse the character of God when you’re in the middle of persevering. Each one gets a little more involved. 
· Short simple truths on repeat – pill bottle 
· Praying these truths to God when you need refuge – Psalm 46 
· Writing down how you’ve seen His character displayed through your past tribulations – The psalmists do this! 

C. God has given us an anchor of hope for our soul (vv.18c-20)
Hebrews 6:18c-19 - ...we who have taken refuge would have strong encouragement to take hold of the hope set before us. This hope we have as an anchor of the soul, a hope both sure and steadfast and one which enters within the veil…
1. Jesus the forerunner and eternal high priest
Hebrews 6:20 - …where Jesus has entered as a forerunner for us, having become a high priest forever according to the order of Melchizedek.
E – We are going to talk a lot about Melchizedek next week, so we are not going to get into that too much but where does Jesus fit into this mix? 
E – God gave Abraham a promise and an oath. 
· It was for His benefit and for our benefit as well 
E – God has given believers now the promise of eternal salvation and His oath is that Jesus is going to be your High Priest forever. 
E – Consider with me for one last moment how the events that we just celebrated on Easter weekend show how are God is unchanging in His character. 

R – Listen as I read Matthew 26:36-44

Q – Brothers and sisters, why was there no other way? If anyone can ask for another way it must be Jesus Christ. 
E – But there is no other way because God must always be good, and He must always be just. 
E – God is so unchanging that He was willing to kill His own Son so that we could have a High Priest who as we have already read about has offered a sacrifice for us and has passed through the heavens to be seated at the right hand of God. 
Q – So what is the foundation of our hope? It is God Himself, because we know that is a foundation that will never change. He is a foundation that will always be firm and One that makes us confident in the promises He gives us. 

Prayer
