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Intro
· *Transition from He Is Worthy… 
· It’s been pretty awesome to Prioritize the Gospel this year
· *more stories than slots for our monthly testimony (keep them coming!) 
· This morning, our passage calls us to Live Free! (turn to *Galatians 4:21-5:1) 
· *recap last week (candid pastoral moment w/ Paul (become as I am | concern for him | enemies for speaking the truth | perplexed by them)
Text
· Galatians 4:21-5:1 – 21 Tell me, you who want to be under law, do you not listen to the law? 22 For it is written that Abraham had two sons, one by the bondwoman and one by the free woman. 23 But the son by the bondwoman was born according to the flesh, and the son by the free woman through the promise. 24 This is allegorically speaking, for these women are two covenants: one proceeding from Mount Sinai bearing children who are to be slaves; she is Hagar. 25 Now this Hagar is Mount Sinai in Arabia and corresponds to the present Jerusalem, for she is in slavery with her children. 26 But the Jerusalem above is free; she is our mother. 27 For it is written, “Rejoice, barren woman who does not bear; break forth and shout, you who are not in labor; for more numerous are the children of the desolate than of the one who has a husband.” 28 And you brethren, like Isaac, are children of promise. 29 But as at that time he who was born according to the flesh persecuted him who was born according to the Spirit, so it is now also. 30 But what does the Scripture say? “Cast out the bondwoman and her son, for the son of the bondwoman shall not be an heir with the son of the free woman.” 31 So then, brethren, we are not children of a bondwoman, but of the free woman. 5 1 It was for freedom that Christ set us free; therefore keep standing firm and do not be subject again to a yoke of slavery.
· *“Have you thought this through?” (possible: Chernobyl Nuclear Disaster of 1986) 
· Y’know what’s interesting about all the stories when someone asked the question: have you thought this through?
· We generally know of the times when someone didn’t think it through… 
· It’s typically thoughtlessness that leads to chapters in history books and whole cities that are uninhabitable for decades
· In our passage, Paul gives the Galatians a: “have you thought this through?” moment of their own… 
I. Rejoice Because We Are Not Enslaved to a Cruel Taskmaster
· Right after telling the Galatians that he’s perplexed by their conduct, Paul goes into a question for them:
· Galatians 4:21 – Tell me, you who want to be under law, do you not listen to the law?
· This question serves as guide for the rest of our passage, so it’s super important 
· What does it mean to be “under the law?”
· One of the primary reasons Paul is asking this question is because the Galatians hadn’t taken the time to think through what it means to be under the law, though they had readily submitted themselves to it! 
· That’s why he’s perplexed by them: they haven’t worked through all the implications of their decisions
· You want to be under the law? Do you actually know what it says??
· We can stand in judgment of the Galatians – thinking they’re foolish for coming under the law after they’ve learned about Jesus 
· But we do this as well – likely in different areas!
· *college student: “play the full tape” (anger | lust | laziness)
· In a way, Paul is combatting their short-sidedness, while also pointing out that they hadn’t really worked through what they were doing 
· But don’t worry – he takes time to explain it to them in extended detail… 
· Galatians 4:21-23 – Tell me, you who want to be under law, do you not listen to the law? For it is written that Abraham had two sons, one by the bondwoman and one by the free woman. But the son by the bondwoman was born according to the flesh, and the son by the free woman through the promise.
· He uses an illustration to highlight the folly of submitting to the law… 
· A. Abraham’s sons help us see the pattern of two ways to live all throughout the scriptures
· Let’s get a bit of context into this narrative…
· *expl God’s relationship w/ Abram & Sarai + their age/barrenness + God’s promise
· *read Gen 16:1-5, 15 + Genesis 17:15-19 + Genesis 21:1-3
· We see that… 
· B. Ishmael was born “according to the flesh” (human effort) 
· Whereas… 
· C. Isaac was born “through promise” (God’s power)
· Paul continues the argument he’s been making since he described his confrontation of Peter back in chapter 2
· *reminder of confrontation
· It would seem as though all the Galatians were entrapped by this timeless failure: should I trust in myself or trust in God?
· Commentator Timothy George states the matter bluntly when he says… 
· “The birth of Ishmael was the result of the outworking of the philosophy that God helps those who help themselves.” – Timothy George, Galatians (NAC), 338.
· That’s exactly what Abram and Sarai did – they’d been waiting years for God to deliver on His promise, so they thought “why not give Him a hand?”
· Abram, Sarai: have you thought this through??
· You’re going to come to the aid of the God who creates something out of nothing—who forms a child in the womb—who give life to whomever He wills
· You’re going to help THAT God??
· And what’s their grand plan to do so?
· Have Abram sleep with this younger gal: an Egyptian bondwoman (ironic regarding what will happen to Isaac’s descendants generations later, being themselves enslaved to Egypt)
· But before you think “helping God” is a problem isolated to Abram and Sarai, consider Eve adding to the commandment of God back in Gen 4, or Saul offering his own sacrifice before the Lord, or Peter reproving Jesus for His intent to fulfill the gospel – and on and on!
· This isn’t a Genesis-16-thing; this is a human thing…
· You and I “help God” every time we go back to the law
· We say through our actions: what Jesus did in His life, in His death, in His resurrection didn’t quite cut it
· But don’t worry: I’ve got it from here
· It sounds borderline blasphemous to say all of that
· But when was the last time you obeyed Jesus and thought: “man, I’m a pretty good Christian!”? (*personal example) – as if I was adding to the righteousness of Christ! 
· Or when was the last time you acted like the sovereignty of God just wasn’t quite enough (*St. Joseph’s statue) – as if God needed the help of a plastic figurine! 
· Or when was the last time you fell into sin and thought: “God couldn’t forgive me right this moment: I need to suffer a bit first…”
· As if my penance could add to Christ’s penalty! 
· All of it is going back to the law!
· And for each of them, have we really thought it through?... 
· Continuing this explanation, Paul states it in terms of allegory… 
II. Appreciate That We Have a Better Covenant
· We’re initially given the negative example:
· Galatians 4:24-25 – This is allegorically speaking, for these women are two covenants: one proceeding from Mount Sinai bearing children who are to be slaves; she is Hagar. Now this Hagar is Mount Sinai in Arabia and corresponds to the present Jerusalem, for she is in slavery with her children.
· I love what Spurgeon, the Prince of Preachers, says about this section…
· “Notice Hagar was not intended to be a wife. She never ought to have been anything but a handmaid to Sarah. The law was never intended to save; it was only designed to be a handmaid to the covenant of grace. When God delivered the law on Sinai, it was apart from His ideas that any man would ever be saved by it. He never conceived that man would attain perfection by it… Hagar was a slave. Ishmael, moral and good as he was, was nothing but a slave, and never could be more. Not all the works he ever rendered to his father could make him a freeborn son.” – Charles Spurgeon, Galatians (SCS), Ga 4:25.
· So it is with all our effort: if they’re apart from Christ, they accomplish exactly what a slave can do to earn his freedom: nothing
· You gotta think it through!! 
· We’re then given the positive end of the allegory… 
· Galatians 4:24-26 – This is allegorically speaking, for these women are two covenants: one proceeding from Mount Sinai bearing children who are to be slaves; she is Hagar. Now this Hagar is Mount Sinai in Arabia and corresponds to the present Jerusalem, for she is in slavery with her children. But the Jerusalem above is free; she is our mother. 
· A. Embrace your heavenly identity as a free citizen of the new Jerusalem
· This is where the concept of freedom is introduced 
· So far, the Greek adjective for “free” has been used 3 times already: once in ch 3, and twice already in our passage, but each time it’s referenced a person and not a status…
· Here, the Galatians (and by affiliation, all Christians) are being told that they are free
· In noun form, we’ll see “freedom” in vv 1 & 15 of the next chapter (and we’ve seen it once in ch 2, when their freedom was being jeopardized)
· Then in verb form, we see it once in 5:1 as well
·  Why is this important?
· Particularly in this section, God’s Word is placing before us two options: freedom in Christ or slavery to the flesh
· We’ll get more into this towards the end of our passage
III. Focus on Spiritual Reproduction
· But remember that Paul began his time by asking them a question: you who want to be under the law: do you not listen to the law?
· Three times in this section, Paul will appeal to the Word of God for His argument
· We heard our initial “for it is written” back in v 22, but we have another one here in v 27, and our final version in v 30…
· Galatians 4:27 – For it is written, “Rejoice, barren woman who does not bear; break forth and shout, you who are not in labor; for more numerous are the children of the desolate than of the one who has a husband.”
· As a helpful aside, what is Paul using to disprove the Galatians, or, to help them think it through?
· To those who have submitted themselves to the yoke of the law, he’s using the words of the law! 
· This is a tacit reproval of the Galatians: y’all don’t really know your Bibles very well
· May that never be us! May that never be you!
· The only way you and I can fall into a similar trap of misunderstanding the Word of God is if we don’t know it very well…
· *listening to teaching on 3 john 2 recently (“Beloved, I pray that in all respects you may prosper and be in good health, just as your soul prospers.”) totally misapplied 
· What do YOU use to help you “think it through”?
· Paul was taking the Galatians through the Word of God – these men and women who thought they knew it so well
· That’s a HUGE warning to you and me! 
· We need to not only build our lives upon the Word of God, we need to build our lives upon a right understanding of the Word of God
· Paul then reaches the conclusion of his allegory… 
· A. Scripture calls us to rejoice as we share our faith and more are reborn as new creations in Christ
IV. Recognize the True Conflict In Order to Endure Persecution
· Galatians 4:28 – And you brethren, like Isaac, are children of promise.
· This really highlights the illogical nature of their wandering back into the law
· They actually are children of the promise!
· Therefore, they are kids born into freedom, yet acting like they’re enslaved!
· Why would anyone do this?
· Because… they haven’t thought it through…
· But that’s not to say those born in freedom are free from suffering: in fact, it’s the complete opposite – the passage goes on to say:
· Galatians 4:28-29 – And you brethren, like Isaac, are children of promise. But as at that time he who was born according to the flesh persecuted him who was born according to the Spirit, so it is now also. 
· Let’s pick up our narrative in Genesis where we left off:
· *read Genesis 21:9-10
· Two important take-aways to note from Gal 4 & Gen 21: 
· (1) Sarah drives Ishmael away, not solely for his wicked conduct, but primarily for his lack of share in the inheritance 
· *explain
· (2) those who are born according to the Spirit (Christians) will always face persecution
· *expound
· A. The ongoing conflict between exalting mankind and exalting the promises of the Lord
V. Turn Away From Works-Based Salvation and Hold Fast to Your Inheritance
· Sd 
·  
· “In order to preserve freedom, we must root out whatever enslaves us… This verse tells us what church history confirms: there’s always been animosity between the children of the flesh and the children of the Spirit. For the flesh and the Spirit “are opposed to each other” (5:17), whether in our own lives or in the life of the church or in the life of our community or country. Sometimes this animosity expresses itself in social pressure; at other times it gets hostile, even violent. If the Galatians are going to preserve the freedom they have in Christ, they must root out the children of the flesh, in this case the Judaizers. They have no other choice. If they don’t, they’ll be overrun by the mind-set and methods of these individuals. In fact, Paul is concerned this has already happened. And should the Galatians succumb to the flesh, with its desires and works, they too will be barred from entering the kingdom of God (5:21).” – Todd Wilson, Galatians (PtW), 167–168.
· Sd 
· That’s why Paul gives the action step…
· sd
· Galatians 4:30-5:1 – But what does the Scripture say? “Cast out the bondwoman and her son, for the son of the bondwoman shall not be an heir with the son of the free woman.” So then, brethren, we are not children of a bondwoman, but of the free woman. It was for freedom that Christ set us free; therefore keep standing firm and do not be subject again to a yoke of slavery. 
· *reminder of Ross’s illustration (once a time when you’d need to purchase someone to free them – absurdity of seeing them enslaved once again) 
· A. Cast out false teachers and man centered works-based righteousness that enslaves
· Sd 
· B. Stand firm and embrace freedom and our inheritance that allows us to live for Christ
· Sd 
Conclusion
· **Pray**
