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Intro
· **PRAY**
· Please turn to Matthew 27 (vv62ff)
· And as you’re turning there, let me ask a question that may seem a bit disjointed from our celebration today… 
· Did you miss the funeral?
· I know I’ve missed funerals before
· The reasons are bountiful: you’re too busy to attend, or you have a conflict in your schedule, or it’s just too far to travel, and so forth
· But there are even less flattering reasons to miss a funeral: you’re afraid of who you may see there, or you didn’t really know (or care about) the person who died, or you had no idea they died in the first place…
· When you don’t go to the funeral, you miss some things
· Those at the funeral get to wrestle with the reality of death—specifically, the death of the recently deceased 
· Most often, you get to see the body
· And when you do, you see them there, but know they’re not really there anymore
· You begin to wrestle with what life will look like without them
· You talk with others who are mourning the loss
· You tell stories, understanding that the pen that’s been writing their earthly narrative has been put down indefinitely 
· Those who go to the funeral have a better idea of death’s irrevocable grasp 
· I hope you were able to join us for our Good Friday service a few days ago
· That’s the time when we remember the cross of Jesus – when our incarnate God was brutally beaten, then tortured by being flogged in a manner that many people didn’t survive
· He was then marched up a hill, had spikes driven through His hands and feet, and was suspended on a cross to face a violent and bloody death of slow asphyxiation 
· And after Jesus had breathed His last, a Roman soldier shoved a spear through His side and into His heart
· The fluid and blood that flowed out, medically confirmed His death
· He was then wrapped in funeral garments, buried, and placed in a tomb
· If you missed the funeral, you’re in good company—so did all 12 of Jesus’ disciples
· What was their excuse?
· 1 preceded Him in death—by his own hands, no less
· The other 11 had their own excuses—each of them worse than the last
· But it comes down to one thing: they were afraid…
· They were terrified that if they went to the funeral, they’d find their way into that tomb with Him 
· Why are we talking about a funeral on Easter Sunday?
· Because you’ll struggle to understand Easter Sunday if you missed the funeral 
· But there were at least two people who made it to the funeral—two women named Mary
· They were there for the beatings, the flogging, the crucifixion, and the burial
· They had prepared spices to wrap Jesus’ body but needed to wait a day to apply it because it was the Sabbath—a day of rest
· But there was another group that was at the funeral—only they weren’t bothered by the Sabbath
· They were prepared to go to great lengths to work on this day of rest… 
Text
· Matthew 27:62-28:20 – 62 Now on the next day, the day after the preparation, the chief priests and the Pharisees gathered together with Pilate, 63 and said, “Sir, we remember that when He was still alive that deceiver said, ‘After three days I am to rise again.’ 64 Therefore, give orders for the grave to be made secure until the third day, otherwise His disciples may come and steal Him away and say to the people, ‘He has risen from the dead,’ and the last deception will be worse than the first.” 65 Pilate said to them, “You have a guard; go, make it as secure as you know how.” 66 And they went and made the grave secure, and along with the guard they set a seal on the stone. 28 Now after the Sabbath, as it began to dawn toward the first day of the week, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary came to look at the grave. 2 And behold, a severe earthquake had occurred, for an angel of the Lord descended from heaven and came and rolled away the stone and sat upon it. 3 And his appearance was like lightning, and his clothing as white as snow. 4 The guards shook for fear of him and became like dead men. 5 The angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid; for I know that you are looking for Jesus who has been crucified. 6 He is not here, for He has risen, just as He said. Come, see the place where He was lying. 7 Go quickly and tell His disciples that He has risen from the dead; and behold, He is going ahead of you into Galilee, there you will see Him; behold, I have told you.” 8 And they left the tomb quickly with fear and great joy and ran to report it to His disciples. 9 And behold, Jesus met them and greeted them. And they came up and took hold of His feet and worshiped Him. 10 Then Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid; go and take word to My brethren to leave for Galilee, and there they will see Me.” 11 Now while they were on their way, some of the guard came into the city and reported to the chief priests all that had happened. 12 And when they had assembled with the elders and consulted together, they gave a large sum of money to the soldiers, 13 and said, “You are to say, ‘His disciples came by night and stole Him away while we were asleep.’ 14 And if this should come to the governor’s ears, we will win him over and keep you out of trouble.” 15 And they took the money and did as they had been instructed; and this story was widely spread among the Jews, and is to this day. 16 But the eleven disciples proceeded to Galilee, to the mountain which Jesus had designated. 17 When they saw Him, they worshiped Him; but some were doubtful. 18 And Jesus came up and spoke to them, saying, “All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth. 19 Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all that I commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.”
· We’re completing our Holy Week series, For the Joy Set Before Him… with an Easter message:
· Jesus Has Risen on High
· From this Easter passage, we see 3 unavoidable truths about the resurrection 
· First… 
I. You Can’t Avoid the Reality of the Resurrection 
· It’s impossible to avoid the reality of the funeral that took place a few days prior
· Jesus had really died—none of the enemies of Christ were doubting this point
· They were satisfied with Pilate’s work in killing Him, but concerned about some of the things Jesus had said during His ministry—namely that He’d rise from the dead
· Knowing this… 
· A.  Some try to suppress the message 
· After all the plans they’d put in place on the Sabbath, the tomb still turned up empty
· They received this news from the battle-hardened soldier’s they’d put in place to guard a dead body—quite an assignment, if you ask me… 
· Matthew 28:11-15 – Now while they were on their way, some of the guard came into the city and reported to the chief priests all that had happened. And when they had assembled with the elders and consulted together, they gave a large sum of money to the soldiers, and said, “You are to say, ‘His disciples came by night and stole Him away while we were asleep.’ And if this should come to the governor’s ears, we will win him over and keep you out of trouble.” And they took the money and did as they had been instructed; and this story was widely spread among the Jews, and is to this day.
· Imagine the soldiers clamoring into the religious leader’s place of meeting
· They tell them a story almost too amazing to believe—the earth literally quaking, the massive boulder moved from its place, angels with the appearance of lightning descending and disregarding the emperor’s seal—sights and sounds altogether unfamiliar to the common man
· It was so overwhelming that these men who were raised in Roman logic and desensitized to all forms of horror… simply shut down
· Amazingly, the religious leaders didn’t seem to disbelieve their story or doubt what the guards had experienced—after all, there were several witnesses presenting the case
· They couldn’t avoid the reality of the resurrection…
· What, then, were their options?
· You and I wish they had used their wads of cash to fund an investigation into the resurrection
· Instead, they did what so many still do today upon hearing this incredible news: they seek to suppress the message…
· Those who didn’t attend the funeral say Jesus didn’t really die
· Others who came hundreds and of years after the crucifixion say that it wasn’t even Jesus who died on the cross, but Judas, or one of His followers, or Simon if Cyrene 
· And still, others believe the story that was told by the Jews—that Jesus’s dead body was taken by His disciples
· But what was the complicating factor to that lie?
· There was a living, risen Jesus, going around talking to people
· The reality of the resurrection is unavoidable
· Those in Jesus’s time needed to address the truth of Jesus’s very clear death, followed by His heavily witnessed resurrection
· Jesus rose from the dead – just as sure as I’m standing before you right now
· That fact doesn’t fade with time—the tomb is just as empty today as it was 2,000 years ago
· But even then… 
· B. Some doubt what they see
· Jesus’s own disciples struggle to come to grips with the resurrection 
· It didn’t help that they’d missed the funeral 
· Regardless, when they met up with Him, there was a mixed response from His followers… 
· Matthew 28:17 – When they saw Him, they worshiped Him; but some were doubtful.
· Let’s face it—it’s hard to believe something when you don’t have a category in your mind for it
· Jesus had just died—how could He be standing in front of them
· To them, the only type of folks to talk to dead people are crazies, necromancers, or kids who hang around Bruce Willis
· Convinced they weren’t in any of these categories, there needed to be a different, logical explanation
· And maybe you don’t actively suppress the unavoidable reality of the resurrection—but perhaps you have your doubts
· Don’t remain in that place of doubt—NOT believing the resurrection is effectually the same as doubting its validity 
· I hope you’re convinced of the empty tomb, because… 
· C. Disciples trust His message 
· Everyone knew about Jesus’s promise to rise… 
· Matthew 27:63, 28:6a – “Sir, we remember that when He was still alive that deceiver said, ‘After three days I am to rise again.’” … He is not here, for He has risen, just as He said.
· The first part of that reference is from the religious leaders, the second part is from the angel
· Both of them reference the promise of Christ to rise with some semblance of authority
· But what’s the difference?
· It all comes down to what you believe about the resurrection…
· Matthew 28:2-7 – And behold, a severe earthquake had occurred, for an angel of the Lord descended from heaven and came and rolled away the stone and sat upon it. And his appearance was like lightning, and his clothing as white as snow. The guards shook for fear of him and became like dead men. The angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid; for I know that you are looking for Jesus who has been crucified. He is not here, for He has risen, just as He said. Come, see the place where He was lying. Go quickly and tell His disciples that He has risen from the dead; and behold, He is going ahead of you into Galilee, there you will see Him; behold, I have told you.”
· Why didn’t Jesus announce His own resurrection?
· Why did He use a messenger to bring the good news?
· Angels had been present at significant points in Jesus’s earthly ministry
· The beginning of His public ministry was marked by a 40-day wilderness fast and temptation—Jesus proved Himself to be more faithful than the Israelites in their wandering
· According to Mark, who tended to Jesus at the completion of that trial? (angels)
· The end of Christ’s public ministry was marked with a time of intense anguish in a garden—Jesus proved Himself to be more faithful than Adam and Eve in their garden of delight 
· According to Luke, who tended to Jesus at the completion of that trial? (angels)
· When Jesus was immaculately conceived to a different gal named Mary, who brought that news to that young virgin? (an angel)
· And finally, after His death, who brought the news to the other Mary’s of Christ’s NEW birth from the dead? (an angel!)
· ///*explain further?? 
· Disciples of Jesus trust the message and the messenger of the resurrection
· But they don’t need to rely solely on the word of the angel…
· [bookmark: _Hlk195177457]Matthew 28:9a, 17a – And behold, Jesus met [the women] and greeted them… When [the disciples] saw Him…
· The living Jesus made Himself known to the disciples
· Additionally, Luke mentions in Acts that Jesus hung around for 40 days after the resurrection and interacted with people—I’m sure that put a damper on the chief priest’s plan (when’s this guy gonna leave, already??) 
· Paul records that Jesus appeared to groups upwards of 500 people during that time
· Disciples of Christ believe in the resurrection
· It’s not a blind faith devoid of historical evidence
· Jesus really existed—that’s another unavoidable truth (*what year is it?)
· You can visit the tombs of Egyptian kings that reigned thousands of years ago | same with the tombs of Chinese emperors, Macedonian rulers, Persian kings – all rulers who predated Jesus’s earthly ministry
· But what do you find when you go to Jerusalem? A tomb without bones
· And because of that empty tomb, suddenly these disciples that wouldn’t even show up to the funeral out of fear, now BOLDLY told the world about the risen Christ
· All of them suffered immensely to carry on this message—most even died deaths of torture
· For these men, death was no longer a thing to be feared because the One who had conquered death promised them eternal life
· You can’t avoid the reality of the resurrection
· You can try to suppress the truth, you can doubt where the evidence leads, OR…
· You can believe that Jesus rose and is alive today
· And with that message comes incredible POWER… 
II. You Can’t Avoid the Power of the Resurrection
· Let’s say you believe that Jesus rose from the dead
· The natural question to follow would be: why is that good news for ME?
· Wouldn’t that just be good news for HIM?
· Jesus’s resurrection from the dead was more than an isolated miracle that bears no extrapolated relevance to you and me 
· It’s so much more than that—the resurrection validates all the promises that Jesus made to give life to all who trust in Him
· If He can raise Himself from the dead, it’s nothing for Him to raise you from the dead…
· And even with this kind of power… 
· A. Some try to keep Him in the tomb
· Remember: the religious leaders didn’t seem to doubt the reality of the resurrection
· They pivoted to damage control when the truth raged against their feeble plans 
· This outcome was inevitable: they were trying to keep the Author of life in the grave… 
· Matthew 27:62-66 – Now on the next day, the day after the preparation, the chief priests and the Pharisees gathered together with Pilate, and said, “Sir, we remember that when He was still alive that deceiver said, ‘After three days I am to rise again.’ Therefore, give orders for the grave to be made secure until the third day, otherwise His disciples may come and steal Him away and say to the people, ‘He has risen from the dead,’ and the last deception will be worse than the first.” Pilate said to them, “You have a guard; go, make it as secure as you know how.” And they went and made the grave secure, and along with the guard they set a seal on the stone.
· On the seventh day of creation, God rested from His labors
· He instituted this practice with His people, the Israelites, by giving them the Sabbath day
· Every Saturday, the Jews were meant to refrain from work and instead trust in God’s faithful provision over them
· What was Jesus doing on this Saturday? (resting in the tomb)
· What were these religious leaders doing on this Sabbath—resting and trusting in God’s faithful provision?
· No—they were plotting against God, seeking to entrap His as they’d done His whole ministry
· And Jesus would get out of this one as He’d done all but one—very intentional—time 
· Notice that the leaders set up (1) soldiers (Pilate said, “you have a guard”), protect the tomb with their (2) strength (they’re told to make it as secure as they know how), and they even stamp the stone with their (3) seal of authority 
· How does God answer this highest effort of man’s attempt to suppress the POWER of the resurrection?
· God sends a “guard” of His own – who promptly embarrasses the Roman soldiers by making them pass out (so they technically DID sleep… but notice also: the angel didn’t kill them—he needed unbelieving witnesses to the resurrection)
· What about the security and strength of their stone?
· The angel moves that aside—right after causing the earth itself to shake
· And lastly, how did that seal of authority work for them?
· In a final bit of mockery, the angel sits right on top of the stone, as if to say, “you have no authority here”
· What am I trying to get at…
· No matter what level of power, effort, or supposed authority that people claim to have—if they work against the resurrection, God will simply roll aside their metaphorical stone of suppression and laugh as He slips right past them!!!
· Jesus will not be kept in the tomb!
· Not then, and not now, AMEN?
· And because of the empty tomb… 
· B. Disciples can’t help but worship
· This is the power of the resurrection
· Not only does it cause disciples to believe, but our natural, impulsive, and unavoidable response is to fall down and worship… 
· Matthew 28:9, 17 – And behold, Jesus met [the women] and greeted them. And they came up and took hold of His feet and worshiped Him… When [the disciples] saw Him, they worshiped Him…
· The women had been to the funeral—the Man they saw standing before them now in an indestructible glorified body, had—just three days’ prior—been the same man who was brutalized for their sins… 
· And the men who missed the funeral finally understood: the promised Messiah that they had abandoned three days ago… hadn’t abandoned them
· He’d come back from the dead to make sure death wouldn’t come for them
· How could they do anything but worship?
· Brothers and sisters—guests and friends… 
III. You Can’t Avoid a Response to the Resurrection 
· There’s no getting away from the reality of the risen Christ
· And it’s impossible to suppress the power of the God of life
· Because of this: there are only two responses to the reality and power of the resurrection that we see in our text… 
· A. Some fearfully flee 
· We see this in the unbelieving secular guards, and the hard-hearted religious rulers… 
· Matthew 28:4, 11 – The guards shook for fear of him and became like dead men… Now while [the women] were on their way, some of the guard came into the city and reported to the chief priests all that had happened.
· You could argue that the guards were just doing their job—they weren’t a part of the initial plot to suppress the resurrection
· Did that excuse them in the end?
· And once they had been exposed to the resurrection, they had a choice: believe the evidence, or suppress the truth
· They passed out due to fear, and then grabbed the money out of selfish gain 
· They went about their lives, seeking to peddle a lie
· I bet the hardest sell was their own heart… 
· What about the religious guys?
· They fearfully scrambled to avert Jesus’s promise to raise from the dead, and when that failed, they tried to sell their cover story for wads of cash 
· They heard the words of Christ and understood them (even better than His own disciples!!) (they confidently remember Him saying He’ll raise from the dead, but His disciples were like “Jesus-what are you doing here??”) 
· But in the end, they spent all their effort and energy keeping God from entering the tombs of their own dead hearts, that He may raise them to new life
· Those who fearfully flee, choose death… 
· Because what you believe about Jesus’ resurrection has implications for all eternity
· As I referenced before, Paul would later write these words in… 
· 1 Corinthians 15:3-8 – For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received, that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, and that He was buried, and that He was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures, and that He appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. After that He appeared to more than five hundred brethren at one time, most of whom remain until now, but some have fallen asleep; then He appeared to James, then to all the apostles; and last of all, as to one untimely born, He appeared to me also.
· Additionally, he wrote … 
· 2 Thessalonians 1:6-10 – For after all it is only just for God to repay with affliction those who afflict you, and to give relief to you who are afflicted and to us as well when the Lord Jesus will be revealed from heaven with His mighty angels in flaming fire, dealing out retribution to those who do not know God and to those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus. These will pay the penalty of eternal destruction, away from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of His power, when He comes to be glorified in His saints on that day, and to be marveled at among all who have believed—for our testimony to you was believed. 
· I began our time talking about a funeral, because the resurrection of Christ doesn’t make any sense if you miss His death
· The only way Easter Sunday can be good news to you, is if Jesus’s death on Good Friday occurred on your behalf…
· Our sins—and each one of us is a sinner—require payment
· Those who hear the message of the resurrection and suppress, or doubt, or reject, or fearfully flee will pay that penalty themselves “away from the presence of the Lord”
· There is a very real hell, and it’s the place anyone goes who dies without having gone to the funeral…
· You must believe that the sacrifice of Christ on the cross was entirely necessary for your sins – trusting Him as Lord
· And you must believe in a risen Savior – responding in faith to the reality and power of the resurrection
· If you haven’t done that, it’s something you can do this very moment—Jesus is alive, so you can talk to Him!
· And if you do, we’d love to hear about it—grab one of the pastors after the service or connect with us through our info on the back of the bulletin
· Don’t fearfully flee from the news of our risen Savior—be like the believing disciples of Christ, because… 
· B. Disciples fearlessly go!
· When an angel came to the virgin Mary, what did He tell her?
· “Don’t be afraid”
· Similarly… 
· Matthew 28:5a, 7a – The angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid… Go quickly and tell His disciples that He has risen from the dead…” 
· Three separate times in our passage, there is a charge to not be afraid, followed by a command to GO!
· For the first witnesses of the resurrection, they’re encouraged by the angel to not be afraid but to go and tell the disciples about the risen Christ!... 
· Matthew 28:10a – Then Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid; go and take word…”
· And then, finally… 
· Matthew 28:18-20 – Jesus came up and spoke to them, saying, “All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth. Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations… and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.”
· Why is it so necessary to precurse a command to “go,” with an encouragement to not be afraid?
· I think each of us knows the answer to that question…
· You know, because if I were to give an assignment, that you must tell at least one person about the resurrected Jesus before you come back next week, the #1 inhibitor to this task wouldn’t be lack of opportunity, or busyness, or fatigue, or even complacency, but FEAR
· *pause 
· But to the one who has been to the funeral, who has seen the power of death and its seemingly irrevocable grip loosened by the nail-scarred hands of the Risen King… 
· To the one who understands the immense POWER that was broken when the earth quaked and the stone was rolled away…
· To the one who recognizes that the empty tomb contains more treasure than all the riches of the world, combined…
· To the one who believes that because He lives, we now have eternal life in Him… 
· To him – to her – there is no room for fear because the perfect love of the Savior has cast out all fear
· That allows us to fearlessly GO, with the two women, with the disciples, and with all the fellow redeemed, and boldly declare—He is Risen! (X3)
· Thank you for joining us—have a blessed Easter day—you are dismissed… 
