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Prioritizing the Gospel
Do Not Reject Sonship to Return to Slavery
Galatians 4:1-11
David Mora


Introduction

Thank you, worship team for reminding us of our Lord who took on flesh who came to save hell-bound sinners. What a great mystery now revealed to his church, that is Christ, our hope of glory!

We are continuing our theme of prioritizing the Gospel. In chapters 1-2 Paul defends the Gospel of our salvation against those attempting to subvert it by espousing the notion that we can earn our salvation through human merit/works. 

So the Apostle spends 2 chapters defending the doctrine of Justification by Faith Alone. After he does that, Paul moves to explain the Gospel, which we see in chapters 3-4. 

That is to say, that no one will be able to stand under the scrutiny of the Law because it’s purpose is to expose the sinner to the fact that the only way to receive the promise of salvation like Abraham did is to “receive the promise of the Spirit through faith.” (Gal. 3:14) 

Are you able to recall that Scripture memory verse from February? No sooner than our hearts tempt us to think our salvation is something earned, take your thoughts captive and put it under Galatians 3:14. 

By the time, we get to chapter 4 of Paul’s letter, he proceeds to explain that the sonship that we all share under the Cross did not come about through law-keeping. 

Our spiritual adoption in Christ was bestowed upon us by faith in Jesus Christ. 

So we’ve titled this sermon Do Not Reject Sonship to Return to Slavery. 

I am going to explain this as we walk through the passage verse-by-verse. With that in mind, please turn with me to Galatians 4:1-11

I am going to read the passage, then explain it, verse-by verse. 

This is the Word of the Lord (read)

Let’s look at the first point and draw out a basic application that believers in Christ can understand now far better than we would when we were unbelievers. That is…
I. We All Used to Be Slaves (vv. 1-3)
The Apostle Paul is drawing out an analogy prevalent in his day to give a spiritual punchline for believers. Note what he said in verses 1-3. 


Galatians 4:1-3 “Now I say, as long as the heir is a child, he does not differ at all from a slave although he is owner of everything, but he is under guardians and managers until the date set by the father…”
Paul’s audience would have had no trouble understanding where Paul is drawing his analogy from. So, I want to explain it so that it makes sense. 
In the ancient world, there were clear lines of demarcation between childhood and adulthood. Some of these cultural distinctions exist today, and we are familiar with some of them.
For instance, In Jewish circles, children under the age of 12 were under the control of his father. That child is not seen as an adult. 
But that all changes when a Jewish boy has their bar-mitzvah at the age of 13. 
For the girl, it is the age of 12 it represents a coming of age into adulthood –  for the son at 13yrs old – 12yrs old for the daughter. 

Perhaps this video will help our mind capture the seriousness of this coming of age

INSERT VIDEO - https://youtube.com/shorts/y8qQhijfJRY?si=2wJ6fwfjgHTcuKTa

After their bar/bat mitzvah, the family throws a party for the young Jewish man or woman

INSERT VIDEO - https://youtube.com/shorts/Fw5T07jNqj0?si=NLldzLzjbnh0w9o5

Now, a Roman or Greek ceremony was called Toga Virilus. And he was seen as a child between the age of 14-18 years of age. 

Perhaps this video will help…

INSERT VIDEO - https://youtube.com/shorts/DDOdIhJZWus?si=zy8yZBPTzic34Iyt
What Paul is saying is absolutely dripping with culture. 
So long as they are children, they “do not differ at all from a slave…” That is to say, the child has no more freedom than a slave!  
So long as that child was functioning under the law of his parents, he was not free. As verse 2 –  “he is under guardians and managers until the date set by the father…” 
In other words, 
· The father determines his son’s status. 
· The father determines sonship and thus, inheritance.
Now, note the spiritual punchline at the end of verse 3 – 
“3 So also we, while we were children, were held in bondage under the elemental things of the world.” 
I want you to see two points behind Paul’s illustration. 
A. Two purposes of the illustration:
1. The illustration highlights the intentionality of a specific time for freedom coming (v.2, 4). 
Paul hits both Jew and Gentile between the eyes here. 
In other words, before Christ, you were under a guardianship. 
· For the Jew, it would have been the law. And there was no way you could ever please demands of the law.
· For the Gentile, it would have been whatever pagan practices you were involved with. 
In both cases, both were enslaved. But the point to the spear is the 
2. The illustration highlights the insanity of a son who has come of age wanting to go back to being like a slave.
Once a child comes of age, he doesn’t want to go back to what he did not have. You see… 
B. We were slaves to “the elementary things of the world” (v.3)
That is to say, those elementary things refer to anything religious that is outside of Christ. 
Remember the context for why Paul is writing. He has in mind a religious works-based system of righteousness. 
For us Gentile, it could be any kind of pagan practice that looks sacred or religious. 
Whatever context you find yourself in, if those elementary principles are outside the realm of Christ.
This idea is also seen in the context of the letter to the Hebrews
Hebrews 5:12 “For though by this time you ought to be teachers, you have need again for someone to teach you the elementary principles of the oracles of God, and you have come to need milk and not solid food.” 
This context uses the elementary basics of God’s Word that these believing Hebrews have not understood because they were immature. They needed milk and not solid food. They were not ready to handle the weighty matter of God’s Word. 
But the context in Galatians was different. 
In that context, Paul is defending the Gospel against those outside of Christ who are religious on the surface, but have yet to come to a saving knowledge of the truth. 
They are stuck on those principles that attempt to earn a person’s salvation. 
We already talked about this in chapter 3 of this letter, note verse 23 – 
Galatians 3:23 “Now before faith came, we were held captive under the law, imprisoned until the coming faith would be revealed.” 
In other words, law kept people under custody until the way of faith was revealed, in Christ!
So then…
II. God Redeemed Us From Slavery Through Jesus Christ (vv. 4-5)
When a person comes to faith in Christ, his life of slavery to sin is over. 
Christ, as one hymn writer put it – 
“He breaks the power of cancelled sin,
he sets the prisoner free;
his blood can make the foulest clean;
his blood availed for me.” 





A. God sovereignly and purposely chose the time for redemption (v.4)
Galatians 4:4 “But when the fullness of the time came, God sent forth His Son...” 
Namely, at the appointed time for messianic fulfillment to take place, the son left his throne above…
B. God sent forth his Son in human flesh and blood (v.4)
Galatians 4:4 “But when the fullness of the time came, God sent forth His Son, born of a woman, born under the Law…” 
Meaning, Christ was born just like we were – truly human! In order for us to be saved and set free, we needed a Savior who was human like us. 
But we also needed someone who was VERY, VERY DIFFERENT than us. Truly-God, yet truly Man! 
“God incarnate, Jesus came,
Sinful mankind to reclaim;
Born to save us from our sin,
Born to give us life within.”
This life is not found under the elementary principles of the law. And you won’t find this kind of life under the elementary principles of this world. 
If the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed! 
C. Jesus lived under the law perfectly (v.4)
· In order for us to stand faultless before the throne of God above. 
· In order for us to have a strong and perfect plea. 

“We needed a Savior who’s glory shined.
In every word and deed of Thine.”[footnoteRef:2] [2:  https://saintsserving.net/song.php?id=59 ] 

· We needed a Savior who could fulfill what we could not
And it’s in his dying that we find life. We also find what Paul described as…sonship. Now, I’ve introduced it, and we will talk about it under our third point, so I don’t want to get ahead of myself. 
But it needs to be said that in order for you and or anyone who believes to receive the status of sonship, it was required that Christ pay the debt to redeem us from slavery. 
D. Jesus paid our debt to redeem us from slavery (v.5)
Galatians 4:5 “…so that He might redeem those who were under the Law...” 
Paul explained why Jesus 

Born “under the Law” has meant slavery throughout Galatians...but it’s only enslaving because we as sinners cannot obey the law. But Jesus was born under the law and perfectly fulfilled the law at every single moment of his life which his why he was able to redeem us! 

And in securing our salvation, he also…
E. Jesus secured our adoption as sons (v.5)
Galatians 4:5 “…so that He might redeem those who were under the Law, that we might receive the adoption as sons.”

In other words, when you and I became believers in Christ, Christ not only gives to us his righteousness, he adopts us into his family, whereby all believers in Christ receive sonship and are heirs. 
And being an heir means that we shall receive an eternal inheritance! We don’t yet see that now, but at God’s appointed time, we shall receive our spiritual coming of age. We too will receive our spiritual bar mitzvah’s! 
The confirmation of our sonship is that the Holy Spirit given to us at salvation
III. The Holy Spirit Declares Our Freedom as Sons (vv. 6-7)
Galatians 4:6-7 “Because you are sons, God has sent forth the Spirit of His Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” Therefore you are no longer a slave, but a son; and if a son, then an heir through God.”
I love this. Before you were a follower of Christ, you couldn’t care less about the things of God. But now that Christ has saved you…
A. The Holy Spirit produces in our hearts a subjective and emotional conviction that God is our Father (v.6)
Not only that…
B. The Holy Spirit gives us assurance of our inheritance as sons (v.7)
The inheritance you receive upon entrance into God’s kingdom is his eternal estate. You are no longer a slave to this world anymore, you are his adopted child! 
Galatians 4:7 “Therefore you are no longer a slave, but a son; and if a son, then an heir through God.”
Luke 12:31“But seek His kingdom, and these things will be added to you.”
Luke 12:32 “Do not be afraid, little flock, for your Father has chosen gladly to give you the kingdom.” 
(consider giving testimony to your own adoption) 
So then…
IV. Do Not Turn Back to Your Former Slavery Under the Law/Elementary Things (vv. 8-11)
Galatians 4:8-11 “However at that time, when you did not know God, you were slaves to those which by nature are no gods. But now that you have come to know God, or rather to be known by God, how is it that you turn back again to the weak and worthless elemental things, to which you desire to be enslaved all over again? You observe days and months and seasons and years. I fear for you, that perhaps I have labored over you in vain.”
A. The law and elementary things are weak, worthless and enslaving
B. What are the basic laws and elementary principles that we at Faith Church might turn back to and become slaves of? 
(Offer clarity on the below so no one becomes confused)
1. A successful marriage
2. Raising believing children or at least independent adult children
3. A successful career 
4. Orthodox doctrine and knowledge of the Bible (Gal. 4:9)
5. Status and reputation within the church
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