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Jesus Ran to the Guilty Verdict
Matthew 26:36-27:26; April 12, 2025; Advance Scripture reading Matt 26:1-5, 26-56

Hebrews 12:1-3 “Therefore, since we have so great a cloud of witnesses surrounding us, let us also lay aside every encumbrance and the sin which so easily entangles us, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us, 2 fixing our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of faith, who for the joy set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. 3 For consider Him who has endured such hostility by sinners against Himself, so that you will not grow weary and lose heart.

Our easter series is called “For the Joy Set Before Him …” Since our focus is on the passion of Christ, we begin in Gethsemane rather than the triumphal entry. Our goal is to yet again fix our hearts on Jesus who endured his passion so that we will not grow weary and lose heart. 
· Why can you live with joy, even if there are hard things in your life?
· Why can your heart remain steadfast, be energetic, and your conviction stand firm when the storms of life beat against you?
· How can you hold firm your confession when other voices say something different?
· How can you continually fight the battle against your sin and encumbrances that seek to ensnare you?

Because Jesus—your champion, brother, savior, and high priest—knows the way forward. He provides the strength to not grow weary and lose heart. 
· As our merciful and faithful high priest, he provides a throne of grace, based on understanding, so that we can receive mercy and grace.

What did it look like for Jesus to understand our condition and weakness? What does it mean that Jesus endured his passion for the joy set before him?

Please turn in your Bibles to Matthew 26:36. 

We learned in 26:2 that Jesus said he would be crucified in two days despite the religious leaders’ decision to postpone their plot in v. 5. That is what makes Judas’ betrayal particularly disgusting. He offers them an opportunity that they cannot refuse—Jesus knows it.  
· During the last supper Jesus says that this cup represents his blood of the covenant clearly knowing that he was the ultimate Passover lamb.
· Jesus knew his time had come and no amount of human failure could prevent it.

The title of our message is “Jesus Ran to the Guilty Verdict.” I am going to share 4 evidences of Jesus running to the guilty verdict as opposed to simply waiting for the inevitable. 
· He was sovereignly and actively in control – even of his own pain. 
· He ran to the guilty verdict—that is, ensured it—despite being unjustly condemned so that you and I might have abundant life.

Evidence #1: Jesus’ willingness to obey the Father despite the intensity of the upcoming suffering (26:36-46)

Jesus has known from the very beginning that he came to die. He had predicted this moment several times prior, and the gospel of John emphasizes that his “hour” had come. But that does not make it easy.
· I have known about upcoming exams, results from medical tests, or other challenges. If it is in the future, you can set your mind on other things. 
· It feels different when the moment arrives.

In the garden the worship team read about two of Jesus’ feelings now that the moment of his passion arrived. We see …

A. The anguish of his soul

Matthew 26:37-38 And He took with Him Peter and the two sons of Zebedee, and began to be grieved and distressed. 38 Then He said to them, “My soul is deeply grieved, to the point of death; remain here and keep watch with Me.” 

Hebrews told us that Jesus is a merciful high priest. To free us from the power of death, the fear of death, and the daily temptations he needed to experience them.
· He would rescue us by dying. It was death by death.
· He would know how to comfort us when faced with our own death because Jesus faced it too.
· He knows how to help us amid temptation.

Imagine if Jesus had decided in the moment of greatest anguish, while everyone around him is sleeping, to leave. No one would know until Judas, with his band of followers, arrived. After failing to find Jesus, it would be Judas who faced the wrath of the religious leaders.
· The betrayer would have the script turned.

Jesus was not out for justice. He was there to die. The weight of that moment resulted in an anguished soul crying out to the Father that there might be another way.
· Luke 22 tells us that he was sweating profusely, and the drops of sweat were like the drops of blood from a wound.
· The sheer intensity of the moment resulted in great anguish of the soul.

Dear friends, here was a moment of crisis. The Father did not provide another way. Even amid the anguish of what the following hours represented, Jesus ran to complete the plan.

We also see …

B. The desire for companionship

Matthew 26:40, 43-45	And He came to the disciples and found them sleeping, and said to Peter, “So, you men could not keep watch with Me for one hour?...43 Again He came and found them sleeping, for their eyes were heavy. 44 And He left them again, and went away and prayed a third time, saying the same thing once more. 45 Then He came to the disciples and said to them, “Are you still sleeping and resting? Behold, the hour is at hand and the Son of Man is being betrayed into the hands of sinners. 

This text shows us that Jesus wanted companionship prior to the arrest. For after the arrest Jesus knew that there would be many people around him, but he would be lonely. 
· His suffering would be his own and no one could share it with him.

Despite multiple attempts, the disciples could not remain focused except for Judas, of course.
While we see the humanity of Jesus on display – grieving at the prospect of his upcoming suffering – we also see evidence for how he ran to the guilty verdict when his time had come. He could have slipped away in the dark of night leaving everyone puzzled and Judas in trouble.
· Instead, he waits for a kiss of betrayal.

Evidence #2: Jesus’ willingness to fulfill the Scriptures although it included his betrayal (26:47-56)

Please follow along as I pick up reading in 26:47-50. As I was growing in my faith, I started listening to Michael Card. While El Shaddai might be his most famous song, it was the song “Why” that highlighted this moment for me. He wrote…

Why did it have to be a friend; Who chose to betray the Lord?
And why did he use a kiss to show them; That's not what a kiss is for?

Only a friend can betray a friend; A stranger has nothing to gain
And only a friend comes close enough; To ever cause so much pain

[Start reading v. 51-56]

Matthew 26:53-56 Do you think that I cannot appeal to My Father, and He will at once put at My disposal more than twelve legions of angels? 54 “How then will the Scriptures be fulfilled, which say that it must happen this way?” 55 At that time Jesus said to the crowds, “Have you come out with swords and clubs to arrest Me as you would against a robber? Every day I used to sit in the temple teaching and you did not seize Me. 56 “But all this has taken place to fulfill the Scriptures of the prophets.” Then all the disciples left Him and fled.

I think many of us have betrayed and/or been betrayed at some point in our lives. We know the guilt that comes from betraying someone else, and we know the pain that comes when we are betrayed. Only friends can truly betray.

We might ask, “Why do we have this moment?” Jesus says in v. 55 that he was in the temple every day. Why do we need this? Remember 26:5. The religious leaders had decided that waiting until after the feast was prudent. The crowds were risky, and it would be better to let the celebration conclude and then deal with it. Makes sense, doesn’t it?
· Except for this little reality … The time is up. Jesus is the ultimate Passover lamb. 
· His appeal to the Father was answered and it is time for the Scripture to be fulfilled.

Judas thinks that he is being clever. He is a pawn in Jesus’ plan to fulfill the Scriptural message. 
· The religious leaders cannot wait for the feast to be over. 
· They would miss the sacrifice of the true Passover lamb. 

What Scripture is he referring to that must be fulfilled? I want to suggest 3 possibilities.

A. The Scripture predicted his treatment
Isaiah 53:12 Therefore, I will allot Him a portion with the great, And He will divide the booty with the strong; Because He poured out Himself to death, And was numbered with the transgressors; Yet He Himself bore the sin of many, And interceded for the transgressors.

Here is a specific passage addressing Jesus being numbered with the transgressors. He would be treated like a normal criminal and subject to death. 
· You could read all of Isaiah 53 to get the full picture, but the point is that Jesus’ betrayal and arrest start in motion the fulfillment of the suffering servant giving his life so that you and I might be set free.

B. The Scripture predicted his followers leaving him
Zechariah 13:7 “Awake, O sword, against My Shepherd, And against the man, My Associate,” Declares the Lord of hosts. “Strike the Shepherd that the sheep may be scattered; And I will turn My hand against the little ones.

Here we find an explanation of what happened with the disciples. According to v. 56 they fled. Mark even records that one fled naked. 
· This arrest was action packed. Sometimes it is possible to view this as a quiet moment. 
· Peter cuts off a servant’s ear, they come with clubs and swords, and one person flees naked. It was chaotic. 
· This is exactly what you expect when you read Zechariah 13. 

C. Jesus’ suffering, death, burial, resurrection, and ascension sets in motion many other of God’s promises
This moment is not solely concerned with how Jesus will fulfill a few OT prophecies. It is a cataclysmic event in salvation history that ushers in a new age. Paul would later write that the promises are yes in Jesus.

My point is that every passage in the Bible about the Passover finds its completion is Jesus being the Passover lamb. Jesus’ passion demonstrates that he was the only sacrifice that could truly take away sin. 
· We are learning in Hebrews that Jesus replaces the entire sacrificial system in the OT. That system finds its fulfillment or completion in Jesus. 
· His passion was the official kick off to the countdown of the kingdom and the last days. His passion inaugurated a new covenant as he entered the heavenly holy of holies with his own blood.
· His passion eventually leads to the start of the church.

It was not simply that Jesus’ passion fulfills the specific predictions about his suffering – it set in motion the next phase of salvation history where OT promises were filled up in Jesus.
· That does not mean everything is done. 
· Some of the promises are only partially completed with Jesus’ first coming and must ultimately wait for his return for full completion. But even a partial completion is significant.

Here again is evidence that Jesus is running to the guilty verdict. There are sins to pay for, the Father’s will to fulfill, and the Scriptures to complete. 
· Judas might have initially thought he was being coy with his plan and the religious leaders were happy for the opportunity. 
· In reality, they were pawns being moved by the sovereign Jesus to ensure that he would fulfill the Scripture.

Evidence #3: Jesus’ willingness to speak when silence might delay the cross (26:57-68)

Let’s pick up the story with Jesus before the religious leaders. I am now in vv. 57-68. Remember that this is their golden opportunity. They had initially decided to wait. However, with Judas on their team, their hopes have come true. 
· They managed to take Jesus quietly without fear of the crowd. They cannot miss their chance.

But they have a problem. They have … 

A. Difficulty finding two witnesses

Matthew 26:59-61 Now the chief priests and the whole Council kept trying to obtain false testimony against Jesus, so that they might put Him to death. 60 They did not find any, even though many false witnesses came forward. But later on two came forward, 61 and said, “This man stated, ‘I am able to destroy the temple of God and to rebuild it in three days.’ ”

Can you imagine how irritating this trial must have been? The council must have arranged for these people to show up … maybe some special callout. 
· The short timespan did not, apparently, give them time to vet the witnesses. They have an obligation to find 2 witnesses who agree. 
· The more they talk to, the more challenging it is. [play this out]

They want a conviction. There is some debate about the legality of all this. 
· It is hard to get past the places in the OT that demand two eyewitnesses for a conviction.

Verse 62 makes me chuckle. Verse 61 is a distorted version of John 2:19. But the high priest has nothing else. So, he acts like he has significant testimony. 
· What is the problem? He doesn’t. He ain’t got nothing!

At the very most, you have Jesus exaggerates. If exaggeration was a capital crime our church would be a lot smaller. What is the risk?
· They might need to let Jesus go. 
· At some point the crowds will hear about this and they still need Pilate’s permission to execute him.

What happens next?

B. Jesus provides clear language for their charge

Matthew 26:63-65 But Jesus kept silent. And the high priest said to Him, “I adjure You by the living God, that You tell us whether You are the Christ, the Son of God.” 64 Jesus said to him, “You have said it yourself; nevertheless I tell you, hereafter you will see the Son of Man sitting at the right hand of Power, and coming on the clouds of heaven.” 65 Then the high priest tore his robes and said, “He has blasphemed! What further need do we have of witnesses? Behold, you have now heard the blasphemy. 

The high priest gets to the heart of the matter in v. 63. He knows that the testimony against Jesus in v. 61 will not satisfy the crowds nor Pilate. 
· They can physically abuse Jesus for a while, but at some point, they do not have enough for a death sentence.

He invokes an oath formula to try and force Jesus’ hand. I am not sure that the first part of v. 64 … “you have said it” … would have been enough. Possibly. 
· But Jesus now breaks his silence to refer to Daniel 7:13. Jesus states that from this point forward they would only see him as the undisputed King Messiah and Sovereign Judge.

The Sanhedrin did not believe that Jesus was the Messiah. Thus, if Jesus admitted it, it would, in their minds, be blasphemy. That is exactly what Jesus tells them.

The beauty of v. 64 to the leaders is that no longer need witnesses. They are the eyewitnesses of his blasphemy. Since blasphemy carried the death penalty, they were good to go.
· I find this truly amazing because in the very moment when they know they have a problem, Jesus goes beyond his normal silence to give them exactly what they needed. 

What explains the shift from silence to speaking? Jesus was running to the guilty verdict. They had a problem and Jesus solved it.

As significant as Peter’s denial as well as Judas’ remorse and death might be, I want us to pay close attention to the next trial where we will find our 4th evidence that Jesus ran to the guilty verdict. 

Evidence #4: Jesus’ willingness to remain silent when speaking might delay the cross (27:11-26)

Please follow along as I read 27:1-2 and then 11-26. With the verdict and sentence rendered, the Jews now needed Pilate. Roman governors often allowed local authorities freedom to have laws, trials, and sentencing. 
· However, certain actions, like capital punishment, they kept for themselves.

Roman governors were tough, cunning, and smart. While they cared a little about the local population, there were limits. Luke 13 records a time when Pilate killed people and historians record other instances of tension. The text communicates … 

A. Pilate’s Desire to Set Him Free

Matthew 27:11 Now Jesus stood before the governor, and the governor questioned Him, saying, “Are You the King of the Jews?” And Jesus said to him, “It is as you say.” 

Matthew 27:19 While he was sitting on the judgment seat, his wife sent him a message, saying, “Have nothing to do with that righteous Man; for last night I suffered greatly in a dream because of Him.” 

Pilate, as governor, had to be current regarding the significant events in his controlled area. He was in his position from 26-37. 
· He understands that the religious leaders do not like Jesus. What they charge him with before Pilate is not the conviction at the high priest’s house.
· It was blasphemy before, now it is claiming to be a King. 

When Jesus says, “it is as you say” he is making an important point. Jesus is not claiming to be the next in line for Ceasar’s throne. He is saying that he is a king but not like Pilate imagines.

I am sure that the religious leaders offered an interpretation of Daniel 7:13 that gave the impression Jesus was taking over. Ironically, that is a huge logical problem. You see, the religious leaders do not believe that Jesus is the political messiah they were expecting. Yet, they need to offer something that Pilate cares about.
· They know, and Pilate knows, that the Romans do not care about blasphemy. 
· Pilate will not care that Jesus exaggerated about the temple. 
· Pilate knows that the religious leaders just want to get rid of him regardless of whether he has committed a capital crime.
· Pilate’s wife has cautioned him. I wonder how often that happened. [Pilate … your wife is here, and she wants to talk to you … Hun, I am in the middle of trial, this better be important … Sweety, I dreamed about that guy. Huh?]

Pilate knows that this is a set up and his wife has even cautioned him. Pilate is looking for a way out of this mess. In fact, Luke 23 records, 13	Pilate summoned the chief priests and the rulers and the people, 14 and said to them, “You brought this man to me as one who incites the people to rebellion, and behold, having examined Him before you, I have found no guilt in this man regarding the charges which you make against Him. 15 “No, nor has Herod, for he sent Him back to us; and behold, nothing deserving death has been done by Him. 16 “Therefore I will punish Him and release Him.”
· . His view was “teach this guy to shut his mouth and everyone can live happily ever after.”

Pilate wants out. However, he also wants to satisfy the people by keeping the custom of releasing one prisoner. What happens?

B. Jesus’ Refusal to Defend Himself
Matthew 27:13-14 Then Pilate said to Him, “Do You not hear how many things they testify against You?” 14 And He did not answer him with regard to even a single charge, so the governor was quite amazed.

The trial before Pilate occurred in a several stages. It was customary for the defendant to plead his case. After all, the punishments were severe. Yet Jesus chooses to be silent. 
· Even in other episodes where he speaks to Pilate, he does not defend himself. He only clarifies Pilate’s understanding.

We see yet another opportunity. Pilate does not believe the religious leaders, but he wants to satisfy his commitment to good relationships with the local community by releasing a prisoner. He wants it to be Jesus.

But Jesus will not defend himself. 
· He will not say that the religious leaders are liars (even though they are). 
· He will not say that there was a sham trial (even though there was). 
· An attorney would have a field day at this trial. Jesus offers nothing but clarification.

It is yet another picture of our Lord’s pursuit of the guilty verdict.

For the joy set before him he endured the cross. 
· Some think that “for” should say “instead” emphasizing the suffering of the cross. 
· Some think it the emphasis is “joy in obedience and accomplishing the mission” he endured the cross. Maybe it is both.

We wanted to spend this easter season thinking about what it meant to pursue joy or refuse joy resulting in our blessing.

The Lord’s word shows us that Jesus is not merely passively submitting to the horrible treatment of his passion – he ran to the guilty verdict. 
· He could have foiled the plot by leaving the garden. No one would know and Judas would have gotten what a betrayer of our savior deserves. 
· He faithfully fulfilled Scripture in that moment of hardship and trial. Completing the Scripture came with a heavy price. It meant fulfilling some verses and setting the stage to fulfill others. 
· Caiaphas had a problem. How can he take advantage of this golden opportunity to arrest Jesus quietly and yet cannot find two people to agree about anything significant enough to bring a death sentence? Jesus gives him what he needs. 
· Pilate wants out of the Jesus case. He knows the religious leaders and their character. He is not particularly prone to satisfying the Jews. He wants to beat him and let him go. Yet, Jesus will not defend himself. Pilate gives into the crowd’s pressure. The Scripture says … 

Matthew 27:26 Then he released Barabbas for them; but after having Jesus scourged, he handed Him over to be crucified. 

Church family, the Bible says that all Scripture is profitable. So how is this profitable? 
1. It demonstrates the active obedience of our savior to do the will of the Father. You and I reap the benefits of that obedience because the promises to us are yes in Jesus.
a. I hope that grows your appreciation for your savior and amazes you that he went to this extent to make you a son or daughter of the King.
2. It provides a fuller picture of our savior. Hebrews says that he was tempted yet without sin. It tells us that he learned obedience. It tells us that he understands us because he endured suffering. Today, we looked at some of the details of what it looked like.
a. We hear that we need to go boldly before the throne of grace to find mercy and grace to help in time of need. This passage showed us what it took to have a throne of grace.
b. Peter’s denial, Judas’ betrayal, the disciples fleeing (they woke up after swords and clubs came out), the crazy trials, the mistreatment, and ultimate crucifixion demonstrates that Jesus successfully navigated temptation. Therefore, he can help you too.
3. It encourages us to remain loyal to Jesus … to hold fast our confession, to remain strong in him, and to not lose heart.
a. You might have heard the message of the D/B/R of Jesus many times. But maybe today the Lord worked in your life and helped you believe it. You can confess that with your mouth today. We are going to sing together but if you want to come forward you come and one of us will meet you right here and pray with you.
b. Maybe you have been struggling in your walk with Jesus. There is known sin driving you crazy. You want to come and pour your heart out, do it. We are happy to meet with you right now. There is no better time than today to move in Jesus’ direction.
c. Maybe you are not in spiritual crisis … you just want people to be saved. You want the Lord to call people from this body into ministry, you want to see Jesus do something amazing in your family … you can come too.

You don’t need to come. You can think about what you want to see the Lord do in your life. I don’t believe that fixing our hearts on Jesus is fancy or meaningless church talk. It meets us every minute of every day. 
· It impacts the love and attention you show your spouse
· The way you communicate with others
· The way you do your work
· How you pray
· Whether you will give others grace because you have been shown it

Let’s ask the Lord to do amazing things in our hearts as we reflect on for the joy set before him Jesus pursued the guilty verdict.

Pray
