Ross Reeder 
Galatians 4:1-11
Good morning, Faith Church West. I hope you all had a happy Easter and enjoyed some time with those you love. 
This morning we are picking back up in our Galatians series in Galatians chapter 4:1-11. 
Now I know it has been a bit since we have been here in Galatians and we’ve been in some pretty complex passages so let me take a minute to get us caught up. 
Paul in this letter is emphasizing the incredible importance of trusting in Christ alone for salvation and not in any other sort of works or merit in order to be made right with God. In chapter 3, Paul explains how our own personal experience and all of the Scriptures point to the fact that our salvation comes not through the works of the law but by trusting in God, the same way Abraham did in the book of Genesis. 
In fact, the law was not designed to save us but was designed to teach us like a tutor so we see our need for Jesus Christ in light of our sin. Those that have now trusted in Christ are now considered Abrahams descendants, and heirs according to promise, not because we are physical descendants of Abraham, in fact that does nothing for you, but because we as believers follow in the pattern of Abraham who believed God and God counted it to Him as righteousness. 
Now today in 4:1-11 the main point is this. I’m going to give it to you now so that if I put you to sleep and you wake up during the last point you’ll be able to keep up. It’s this: If you have become a child of God and you are now no longer a slave, don’t go back into slavery. If you have been bought out of slavery, don’t turn around and go find some other form of slavery to be in bondage to. God has redeemed you to have freedom in Christ. 
Read the passage 
Let’s consider this morning how this passage can change us and draw us nearer to Christ. 
I. We all used to be a slaves (vv.1-3). 
A. Two purposes of the illustration:
i. The illustration highlights the intentionality of a specific time for freedom coming (v.2, 4).
ii. The illustration highlights the insanity of a son who has come of age wanting to go back to being like a slave.
B. We were slaves to “the elementary things of the world” (v.3).
Heir is a child – minor – different Greek words here – child vs. son 
No different from a slave – Roman context – wealthy children were raised by guardians and managers – this is the idea of a steward – surrogacy comparison – when the child is a minor, they are with the slaves, raised by the slaves, and have no greater rights than the slaves 
However, the destiny of the child is different than that of the slave – a date has been set for full rights to be given and for them to receive the title as son – there was a sharper distinction between child and adult
Just like a child under guardians, we too were once just as a slave and were destined to be given full rights – this alludes to predestination – yet enslaved to the elemental things of this world
Elemental things – Anything spiritual or religious in nature that is outside of Christ – this includes works based righteousness – obedience to the law in order to be saved – but in the Galatian’s case, pagan idolatry – elemental things can look like the sacred or the secular
Here’s the truth, everyone in this room either was or is a slave to these elemental things – trying to please self – trying to find purpose – with a complete inability to please God or do anything of spiritual significance – now everyone likes their sin a little different, but we all were once under these elemental things because they all look the same – dining court illustration, it’s all different but it’s all clearly from the dining court – so our slavery looks different, but all have been enslaved
Now if your testimony or story of your walk with Christ is that you have always walked with Christ, you are mistaken my friend – we all have been enslaved at some point, we all have been dead at some point, and we all have been lost
And so, all need redemption – redemption is the buying back of something from slavery – as immoral as it sounds, in the ancient world the only way some slaves could be set free is if someone purchased them and in turn granted them liberty from their enslavement 
Our redemption is different than physical slavery, it is spiritual in nature – we have these elemental things and we continue to go back to them for pleasure and worship because that is all we know how to do – we have an inability without being redeemed to worship and live properly 
We need the redemption of our souls which means atonement before God



II. God redeemed us from slavery through Jesus Christ (vv.4-5).
A.  God sovereignly and purposely chose the time for redemption (v.4)
B. God sent forth his Son in human flesh and blood (v.4)
C. Jesus lived under the law perfectly (v.4)
D. Jesus paid our debt to redeem us from slavery (v.5)
E. Jesus secured our adoption as sons (v.5)
This is about the accomplishment of redemption – how God purchased His people  
God chose the perfect time – why the first century, only God knows – Christ’s work happened around 2000 years ago – yet it transcends time – the redemption was accomplished for both you and Abraham – Hebrews 9:26 - God can apply the cross in both directions 
God chose the perfect servant – Jesus Christ who is God in the flesh – Our Lord was born of a woman so that He could live under the law – not a slave to the law! – entered our world so that He could properly fulfill the law – Matthew 5:17 – Christ’s perfect obedience as God in the flesh made Him the perfect candidate for atonement 
In Jesus, God chose the perfect substitute – Jesus death was not just a physical act, but a spiritual one – Jesus took the wrath of God for us – Galatians 3:13-14 – the punishment that sin deserves from a holy God was focused and unleashed on the Son of God – Sun in a flashlight, that is nothing compared to the wrath of a holy God – Jesus took it willingly and then rose from the dead – proclaiming victory over sin and death
That means redemption was accomplished – Colossians 1:19-20 – There is no other work to be done – Jesus said “it is finished” – all that can be and is to be redeemed can be redeemed because of the work Jesus did in His earthly life
Listen, there is only one Son of God, but that Son of God has made it possible for anyone in this room to become and adopted son or daughter of God. 
But that does not just happen, that cross, that resurrection, that life of Jesus, must be applied to you and it can be through the Spirit
III. The Holy Spirit declares our freedom as sons (vv.6-7).
A. The Holy Spirit produces in our hearts a subjective and emotional conviction that God is our Father (v.6)
B. The Holy Spirit gives us assurance of our inheritance as sons (v.7). 
This redemption can be applied to all through faith in Jesus
Many things happen simultaneously – conversion – regeneration – justification – adoption as sons 
Adoption – full rights of freedom in Christ – blessings and an inheritance that you have and is to come – a love that only a Father can give 
This adoption is confirmed by the indwelling of the Holy Spirit – experientialism is a problem and is not what Christianity is about – but there is experience in the Christian life – when a person receives the Spirit, they should know God is their Father. 
1 John 2:12-14 – The most immature believer knows that the Creator of this world has adopted them as a child – this is far different than any other kind of religion out there 
Gospel Call – what are you waiting for? 
And if you are one of His children, do not go back to slavery.
IV. Do not turn back to your former slavery under the law/elementary things (vv.8-11).
A. The law and elementary things are weak, worthless and enslaving.
The Galatians have just gotten out of pagan slavery – They received the Gospel, chose to follow Jesus Christ, and now they are just exchanging it for a Jewish kind of slavery 
How crazy is that? – to be set free and go right back to another form of bondage – in this case, the law of Moses and in some sense the Jewish calendar 
Notice the distinction Paul says here about being known by God – why is it better to be known by God than to know Him? – Paul Washer Illustration 
Brothers and sisters, if the King of kings has adopted you as one of His children, don’t go running after something else – there is nothing better

B. What are the basic laws and elementary principles that we at Faith Church might turn back to and become slaves of? 
i. A successful marriage
ii. Raising believing children or at least independent adult children
iii. A successful career 
iv. Orthodox doctrine and knowledge of the Bible (cf. Gal. 4:9)
v. Status and reputation within the church
Or consider the other form of slavery – paganism, idolatry, and sin 
· Anger and bitterness 
· Sexual immorality 
· Alcohol or drugs 
· Laziness or selfishness 
· The love of money 
How do I know I’m really enslaved? If sin comes knocking, you just have to answer. 
If you are enslaved, you need to talk to someone about it – Others cannot see the state of your soul, but you can – Only Jesus can bring liberation – Reach out to someone who can help you experience the freedom you’ve been given in Jesus



